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"Betty Bolte transports readers back to a time where fear and uncertainty mingled with the peace and beauty
of a New America." ~Verified Amazon Review

Modern Medicine Challenged Durring the Revolutionary War, Midwife Confronts Doctor in
SAMANTHA'S SECRET by Betty Bolte

Charleston, South Carolina, december 1782

Midwife and healer, Samantha M cAlester returns from the front lines to find Charles Town under British
siege and the town's new doctor at war with its citizens.

Dr. Trent Cunningham intends to build a hospital staffed solely with educated doctors. What he doesn't need
isaraven-haired charlatan spooning out herbs and fal se promises to his patients, while tempting him at every
turn.

Then amutual friend develops a mysterious infection. Trenton is stumped. Samantha suspects the cure but
knows treatment will expose her long-guarded secret, risking al she holds dear... including Trenton.

PUBLISHER'SNOTE:

Betty Bolte is known for her detailed research and true-to-period imagery. Her work delights readers who
appreciate a historical experience with strong female characters. This story does NOT contain vulgar
language and DOES include mildly explicit sexual situations. We hope you enjoy it!

REVIEWS:

"There was a whole lot to love about this historical romance — a strong heroine, a determined hero, and a
nice glimpse of the past that was told through the story. " ~Em & M Books

"Thewriting is wonderful. The storyline is compelling. The danger will keep you apprehensive until the very
end. The female characters areintelligent, creative, loyal and strong." ~Laura S. Reading
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From Reader Review Samantha's Secret for online ebook

Mieko F says

Read for Maggie Awards

Carole Swinford says

Thisisthe third book in the series and my favorite. | love Samanthaand Dr. Trent. What happens when a
folk medicine healer and a doctor with modern techniques collide? Well, loveif course!!!

Stacey says

http://www.read-love-blog.com/2016/07...

Margar et says

There was awhole lot to love about this historical romance — a strong heroine, a determined hero, and anice
glimpse of the past that was told through the story. There was also a great cast of supporting characters that
added additional depth to the story and circumstances. | really enjoyed the way that the events of the time
were woven in to the story, showing the challenges that had to be faced every day, and it was interesting
seeing the struggles that the citizens of a new nation faced, no matter where their loyalties were.

Samantha was awonderful heroine. She was strong, independent, committed, and not afraid to do what she
felt was right, but she was also vulnerable, insecure, and uncertain of her future. Her commitment to her
healing and midwife practice and her desire to improve her methods and learn from others was atrue
testament of her passion. When the new doctor comes to town and seems to belittle her practice at every turn,
rather than stand down, she constantly challenges him, ensuring the patient’ s desires are honored and also
asking questions as away to improve her own methods.

Even though Trent and Samantha were at odds over their methods, their attraction was something that sizzled
beneath the surface every time they were together. With their being at odds over patient care, methods, and
treatment, and the fact that Trent’s plans for a new hospital will severely limit Samantha s ability to earn a
living as amidwife and healer, it was hard to believe that these two would ever be able to work together,
never mind engage in any type of relationship.

When you add on the fact that Samantha is dealing with the abandonment of her loyalist parents, aswell as
the secret that she has kept, this book keeps you turning the pagesto see if and how there could ever be a
happy ever after for Samantha.

This was an enjoyable read that played on your emotions while telling atale of friendships, loyalty,
independence, and love.



| received a copy of this book from the author/tour host for an honest review.

Mar gar et Watkins says

A melancholic story with a happy ending, Samantha's Secret moved at afairly slow pace. The book dealt
with issues that we face today even though the setting was during the Revolutionary War in about 1790.
Decisions made for the sake of expediency generally come back to bite one as many of the citizens of
Charles Town found out when they decided to swear alegiance to Britain during the occupation by the
British army. When it came time for the return of American rule, those same citizens found themselves
losing everything they tried to hold onto, losing the respect of their friends and neighbours into the bargain.
The second issue is the one that faces us today, namely the benefits of conventional medicine over traditional
practices. Dr Trent Cunningham believesin science, even though the science of the day was deeply flawed.
Samantha McAlester takes her healing craft seriously, having observed and studied under her mother as well
as from the Indians who saved her life. When Dr Trent and Samantha find themsel ves treating the same
patient, two ideologies clash. In that aspect, the war still rages today between scientific and traditional
medicine and it is up to the patient to choose which path they will follow. My own experience is that it
doesn't have to be al or nothing.

The story is sad in that Samantha, being the sensitive and caring person that sheis, is faced with failure and
loss at every turn. She is keeping secrets and when in the interests of honesty and openness, admits to her
past experiences sheis appalled to find that her friends take a step away from her rather than giving her
acceptance. Dr Trent isarrogant and dismissive of her arts, until he realises the effect of hiswords and
recognises her abilities and experiences. Certainly, their joint patient makes both of them realise that they
need the skills of the other to succeed.

A well written book, however it did leave me feeling sad. | received this book for free from eBook
Discovery. | voluntarily post thisreview. Thisis my honest review.

Nicole Laverdure says

Beautiful story of astrong and smart heroine!

Samantha's Secret, written by Betty Bolté, tells the story of two people, involved in the field of medicine but
occupying two completely different occupations. The heroine Samanthais a midwife and ahealer and the
hero Trent, adoctor. At that time, midwives were not really fully recognized by doctors and they had to work
hard to prove it. Samanthais smart, brave and strong, but Trent is headstrong too. Both have different views
on how to heal their patients. In time, they will learn to trust each other! Can aromance bloom under these
conditions? The author takes us back when women had to prove their knowledge in some professions,
specialy as amid-wife.

| really enjoyed this story of an independent woman, who decided to pursue her career for that period of
time. The author really wrote a beautiful historical romance filled with rich characters mixed into this
romantic story. Even, if | had not read her previous stories in this series, A More Perfect Union, | found
enough details to fully understand and follow Samantha and Trent’s journey.




L aura Reading says

| strongly suggest you read this seriesin order; not only because the books follow one another with no lapse
of time, but because you will want to get to know the background and personalities of each of these strong
female friends. Thistrilogy is an adventurous exploration of life in an occupied seaside city during the final
months of the Revolutionary War.

Itisahistorical romance and also a mystery.

The human interest elements will make you examine your own thinking and opinions. A story of challenges,
both physical and spiritual,

conflicting beliefs and changing times.

In the first book, the three best friends made a vow to remain single and self supporting, unless of course
each found love with aworthy man.

The men around them were swoon worthy in many respects but did any value awife as an equal? In those
times a wife was a possession and marriage was a business proposition, binding families was a financial and
social move.

Along with the romantic aspects of the books, much istold about life during time of war. Again it relatesto
financial and familial along with political and the dangers inherent to the close proximity of conflicting
military services. Persons of the upper class became spies since no one expected it of them. Much of this
happens in the first two books of this 5 star trilogy.

This third book focuses on Samantha and her quickly changing situation.

Her skills as a healer are being criticized. A modern doctor has arrived in the city. Her best friends have
gotten betrothed. Her parents are loyalists and likely will leave for England. An unmarried woman can not
own property so she will lose her healing garden. How is Samantha to survive and move forward?

The writing iswonderful. The storyline is compelling.
The danger will keep you apprehensive until the very end.
The female characters are intelligent, creative, loyal and strong.

| did receive this series as part of ablog tour but the reviews and reading enjoyment are my own pleasure and
opinions.

Mary says

Thisisadramatic and traumatic story with some romance. | haveto say that | do not like Trent at all. Heis
pompous, condescending and unfeeling. | do love Samantha though. She is sweet, strong and brave. The
storylineisinteresting, it shows aglimpse of al the changes, good and bad, that happened right after the
revolutionary war ended.

| received this book for free from eBook Discovery. | voluntarily post thisreview. Thisis my honest review.




Kerry Smith says

| received a copy of this book from ebook discovery in exchange for an honest review.

Set at the end of the War of Independence this story, though it can be read as a stand alone, the background
from the first two in the series will give more background to the characters involved. The choices our heroine
Samantha has to make and what happens around her through the book may cause atear or two but there are
also afew smiles along the way.

Although her world is about to change drastically with the end of the war a new doctor in town seemsto be
constantly in her face and discounting her herbal cures as backward as best.

Nicole Laverdure says

Beautiful story of a strong and smart heroine!

Samantha's Secret, written by Betty Bolté, tells the story of two people, involved in the field of medicine but
occupying two completely different occupations. The heroine Samanthais a midwife and a healer and the
hero Trent, adoctor. At that time, midwives were not really fully recognized by doctors and they had to work
hard to prove it. Samanthais smart, brave and strong, but Trent is headstrong too. Both have different views
on how to heal their patients. In time, they will learn to trust each other! Can aromance bloom under these
conditions? The author takes us back when women had to prove their knowledge in some professions,
specialy as amid-wife.

| really enjoyed this story of an independent woman, who decided to pursue her career for that period of
time. The author really wrote a beautiful historical romance filled with rich characters mixed into this
romantic story. Even, if | had not read her previous stories in this series, A More Perfect Union, | found
enough details to fully understand and follow Samantha and Trent’s journey.

If you love romantic stories, Samantha's Secret will be perfect for you!

Vi says

Charles Town, SC, 1782.

A midwife and healer, Samantha is resourceful and dynamic, respected in the community. She's devoted to
her parents, friends, patients, profession and country. She's happy the British are leaving. Until she learns her
beloved parents must leave, aswell! They are loyal to England . Her closest friends are about to be married.
There is no other family. Added to this strife are the secrets she's kept to herself that eat at her heart!

Trent, amedical doctor, moved into town recently. He meets Samantha and |earns her profession. He's
arrogant and belittles her untrained medical practices every chance he getsl Can Samantha hold up under this
added pressure? And more angst ahead!

A wonderful story, told in adelightful style. Ms. Bolte mixes drama with humor and hope with despair to
provide awell written, emotionaly fulfilling tale.



| received this book free for honest review.

BookHeathens says

In this 3rd book, a'so my favorite, the group end up back in town. But Ben'sinjury takes aturn for the worse.
Samantha and the new doctor both take on the challenge of saving him, although they have major differences
of opinions. And to top it off, Samantha finds out her parents are on the British's side, which means all of
their property will be taken. So while trying to save Ben, Samantha starts having her doubts about her
healing talents. Trent, the new doctor, is attracted to Samantha, but being a man of science he can't help but
believe her ways don't work and keeps saying so to her. When any time Samantha breaks down, heis aways
there for her, even to come when she calls because she can't save a patient. Can the two work together to
save Ben, and maybe have a happily ever after?? Or will Samantha's secret be enough to keep them apart???

Sharon Obelenus Holland says

In this 3rd book, also my favorite, the group end up back in town. But Ben'sinjury takes aturn for the worse.
Samantha and the new doctor both take on the challenge of saving him, although they have major differences
of opinions. And to top it off, Samantha finds out her parents are on the British's side, which means all of
their property will be taken. So while trying to save Ben, Samantha starts having her doubts about her

healing talents. Trent, the new doctor, is attracted to Samantha, but being a man of science he can't help but
believe her ways don't work and keeps saying so to her. When any time Samantha breaks down, heis aways
there for her, even to come when she calls because she can't save a patient. Can the two work together to
save Ben, and maybe have a happily ever after?? Or will Samantha's secret be enough to keep them apart????

Kathy Wideman says

4 stars

Thisisthe third book in this series and the story of how Samantha and Trent fall in love. Again in this book
you get to read more about the characters from the first two book in the series. Y ou get to learn more about
Samantha's past and the reason why she made her vow to not marry in the first book. Samanthais the town
midwife and healer. Trent has just finished school and moved back. he plansto bring his new medical skills
to town and open a hospital. The first time he sees Samantha he is taken with her. However his plan for the
towns medical needs will basically put Samantha out of work. They must come together to help heal Ben. At
first they continually but heads but eventually they find a tentative peace with each for Ben's benefit. Trent
seemsto but his foot in his mouth more often than not when it comes to Samantha. He must find away to
show her how he feels about her and make her believe. Will Trent realize that there is room for both his
medical ways and Samantha's in town? That one is not better than the other and they both have their uses?
Thereis so much to Samantha's character. She has been through so much that no one knows about. She
keeps her feelings very close to her and doesn't really open up about herself to anyone. Then thereisalso
Samantha's parents that add to Samantha's worries. Samantha istotally taken by surprise by the why she feels
about and responds to Trent. She doesn't believe heisinterested in her at first and is determined not to do
anything about her feelings for him. | can't wait to seeif there is going to be another book in this series,
maybe about Amy's sister Evelyn. This series pulls you in over the course of the books. It was alittle ow at
first but then you are completely pulled in over the course of the series. The book iswell written and the



characters are engaging. | would love to read what happens in the town now that the British have left. The
books are about more than just the characters and how they fall in love. Y ou are a so reading about the

change that is happening in the town and how the war changed things. Betty hints that there may be another
book at the end of thisone and i really hope there will be.

| was given this book in return for an honest review.




