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From Reader Review Superman, Volume 1: What Price Tomorrow?
for online ebook

Donovan says

Another alien invasion? This story is deceptively simple. Clark Kent doesn't mumble or trip over himself.
He's confident, bitter, even angry. Jealous of Lois. Resentful of General Lane's hatred. Forgetful of his
obligations. Clark is not himself and everyone knows it. And it's not just Clark. The Daily Planet has been
bought out by its competitor, The Globe. Lois is their new executive television producer. And Billy McCoy,
an investigative journalist, is hell bent on denigrating Superman. Metropolis is changing into something very
alien, and its citizens fear for their lives.

Distracted by terrorists hijacking a tanker truck, Superman is unaware of the mysterious fire engulfing the
sports arena. But the fire spreads and is revealed to be caused by an alien fire being which Superman
attempts to fight and subdue. Thus begins the mystery of the three supernatural monsters. Part smash 'em up,
part mystery, the narrative unfolds with grace and tension.

What really strikes me about Perez's writing is the characterization and alternative world building. This is a
very different Metropolis and yet one that is as rich and interesting as any other. This is New 52, a reboot,
new takes on old characters. And while this is new, it still has that classic larger-than-life quality that
Superman fans will appreciate it: brawls, alien foes, camp humor, drama, psychology, and artwork that pops
off the page. Much like Morrison's All Star Superman. The only flaw I would say is Perez sometimes waxes
prosaic with exposition. Not that I blame him. This story could have easily been spread over 250 pages. And
yet his approach fits the classic style, so I'm okay with it. If you're into Superman and New 52 you should
definitely check this out.

Trevor says

Look at how pissed and almost evil Superman looks on the cover of this thing. That about sums up the New
52 Superman - a glum, angry and angsty young man that never smiles. Well, OK, that's not true...I just
flipped through the book and he smiles ONCE - though even that is a creepy smile used to add fuel to the
debate of whether Superman is "messiah or menace?" Obviously, it's only personal opinion, but I just don't
enjoy this new direction for the Superman books. In my opinion, he, like Catwoman and numerous others,
has greatly suffered from the New 52 relaunch. Superman used to feel really special in the DCU - he was the
gold-standard of the heroes, the one that all the others looked up to. I used to love the scenes where a new
hero would meet Superman for the first time and be completely awestruck (and I also loved that Superman
usually seemed just as honored to meet them). By de-aging Superman and placing his origin at around the
same time as everyone else's, the New 52 has made him feel more like just another one of the guys. He
doesn't seem particularly unique anymore. Add to that his new gritty attitude - I suppose they're trying to
appeal to those hip, "younger readers" and all, but it's a bummer. Personally, I tend to prefer darker stories,
but Superman has always been the best exception to that. Oh, sure, you can tell dark stories with Superman,
but the character himself always seemed like the beacon of light in those stories - the noble, shining example
of what a hero should be. Call me cheesy, but that's what I loved about Superman. Now, he has morphed into
"Somberman" - heck, he's even morose and pissed-off all his time as Clark in this collection, too. As for the



story itself, it's fairly standard stuff with a somewhat interesting idea for the villain, but nothing about it
really feels compelling enough to be the kick-off for a new flagship Superman title, and the way Superman
himself is written is just too damn distracting for me to ignore. Quite the disappointment, this, especially
coming from George Perez - though I assume he's just doing what the bosses are telling him to.

Shannon says

[that he's an impostor. (hide spoiler)]

Emmett Spain says

It appears that instead of actually WRITING the latest Superman comic, author George Perez was instead
creating an elaborate machine that turns FARTS into PROSE. I can only assume that’s the case here, for how
else could one produce such turgid nonsense as I experienced as part of this generic display of empty
spectacle?

Two examples of George’s word wizardry to fill you up with nauseous delight:

“…its alien language was a Tower of Babel of incomprehensibility.”

“…the conflagration continued to rage unabated.”

And yes, both of these lines appear ON THE SAME PAGE.

This is rubbish. Even worse is how boring and generic the storyline is. Superman beats up a bad guy! The
bad guy teases something about Krypton… but what could it all mean?! Oh wait… Superman has to bash up
someone else! No wait, he’s getting bashed up! For half the issue! Again!

Even WORSE is how the comic focuses on developing everyone else BUT Superman. What do we get?
Superman is lonely. Clark is cut off. And…? And…? Is that it, Perez? Seriously? Wow. Did you strain
yourself building that whole one dimension to the character? Don’t worry, it only says Superman in the title,
you F*%^!!!!

And the art. Oh, poor Jesus Merino. There’s not much a guy can do when Perez has saddled him with the
unenviable task of FOURTEEN PANELS ON A PAGE. Seriously, how is the guy supposed to tell a visual
story when each panel is crammed with boxes of that turgid word-faeces, flat dialogue, and detailed
descriptions of the action? You know, for an artist himself, you’d think Perez would know enough to put
trust in the art. But no. Merino is hamstrung, and can do nothing to save this work. (There are 204 panels in
25 pages in the first issue alone. Yuh, I know.)

And yes, I’m aware that Perez had a terrible experience writing this – it would be hard not to with his
whining to the press that the editors interfered with his work, and he didn’t even know there was another
Superman title being written (if someone can explain how this is possible, that would be great). Well… I
must say that the editors DO deserve scorn, but I would suggest it’s for NOT INTERFERING ENOUGH, in
the largest part. It’s piss pathetic when an editor lets 14 panels a page ruin the visual experience. It’s



unprofessional crap when an editor can’t elevate the writer past the god-awful fart-prose mentioned above.
It’s disgusting how… ah, I could go on all day.

This is a career low for everyone involved, and a dark time for Superman fans everywhere. How much more
bad writing do we have to endure from these hacks? It seems only big names like Geoff Johns and JMS and
Brian Azzarello can bring anything to the table these days, with stories that—heaven forbid!—are actually
ABOUT Superman (and that are well formed and told, at that!). I’d include Morrison among that group for
his stunning work on All Star Superman, but he disqualifies himself for preaching “taking Superman back to
his roots” with the New 52 reboot, before unleashing on us 4 issues later “the Mothermatician”, time-
travelling super squads and increasingly ridiculous flights of fancy that remove Superman from the sphere of
social crusader to just being another punching bag for brawny, pointless aliens. It’s deeply sad.

But possibly the saddest fact is that Superman really did need a refresh with the New 52, and there was a
golden opportunity here to start something special. But even gifted all the freedom of being released from
continuity, this is apparently the best they could come up with? It’s pathetic. No character development
worth mentioning, nothing new or interesting, nothing special. I would call it milquetoast if it wasn’t so
offensively bad. An opportunity has been squandered.

Let’s hope Scott Snyder and Jim Lee will save the Man of Steel from a fate worse than mediocrity, and that
George Perez never writes Superman again.

Danielle The Book Huntress (Back to the Books) says

This one is barely three stars from me. I didn't like the storyline and I thought it was confusing the way it
was written. The explanation of what was going on barely made sense. Also, Superman and Clark Kent just
don't have any standout character. The tendency is to see Supes as a boring Boy Scout. I admit I did feel a bit
like that about him, compared to Batman, who I totally adore (faults and all). However, when Superman's
character is explored with the depth and the insight that he deserves, you can see why he is such an enduring
icon of comic books and superherodom. This book doesn't add to the story of Superman for me at all. His
inner life is not delved into, and one merely sees him going from calamity to calamity and not what his
instincts, head and heart tell him about those experiences. What drives him to do what he does, as apposed to
lip service to "Truth, Justice, and The American Way." The artwork is okay. It's not profound, but neither is
it poorly drawn and inked.

I'm not a huge fan of Lois Lane, and I certainly didn't like her in this either. At this point, if I wasn't shipping
Batman and Wonder Woman so hard, I'd totally want Superman to get with Wonder Woman based on this
book.

I feel like I am bashing this pretty hard. I think it's disappointment. I had finally worked myself up to reading
a Superman title and to find myself wanting more is a crushing experience. Will I keep trying? I think so, but
right now, I'm not a big fan of the New 52 Superman run thus far.

Gary Butler says



39th book read in 2015.

Number 225 out of 467 on my all time book list.

Follow the link below to see my video review:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRAE9...

????? ??? ?????? says

Hey i loved it
i was so surprised that this was so good because of all the mess over at action comics with grant morrison
and then the writer after him they just make action comics so messy and so puzzling
but over here 1 volume 1 storyline Great buildup for the stories Great art pacing Great everything really.
i just hope this series continues like this and doesn't get messed up as well

Dimitris says

Superman.

Shame. I was expecting it to be at least solid enough of a story. But it wasn't. More than half of this book has
to do with Daily Planet and Lois than Superman himself.

I don't need to read about Daily Planet's whereabouts and reconstruction, achievements and whatnot. with
10+ pages full of reporters and news about it from radio and tv and whatever, complete crap to fill the pages
with nonsense.

The whole book had that feeling that you're reading a comic from the 80s-90s and NOT in a good way.

Superman fights elemental aliens, and that's all there is to the villains for the most part, and it's just... not..
good. At all. Boring stuff all the way till the end. I won't spoil it to say what happens at the end, but it's not
interesting and it's not surprising.

I wouldn't recommend this at all. Sadness.

Jayson says

(B-) 71% | Satisfactory
Notes: Superman gets trapped in the Friend Zone, and mopes around like Charlie Brown between city-
wrecking kaiju fights.



James DeSantis says

I didn't like this at all really. So with Rebirth Superman being so good I decided why not go back once more.
I mean I read all of Action Comics leading up to rebirth (which was pretty terrible for 80% of it) but never
did read "Superman". So I picked this up to try out. I mean how bad could it be? Well if you see my rating
it's pretty obvious.

This story focuses on Clark being upset that the Daily Planet sold out. Well they're going more digital, doing
more "easy news" stories. You know, so that people can survive, and Clark doesn't like that. On top of that
we get generic villains popping up who are made of fire, ice, and super strong punch alien. After supes beats
each one they combine and create a SUPERMAN CLONE! DUM DUM DUM! Oh and Supergirl shows up
for like 5 minutes.

What I liked: Some of the art was good?

What I didn't like: The action was messy. The fights were boring. The dialog was...realllllllly bad. I mean
Clark was cheesy X 100000000. The villains were generic as they come except their backstory was awful
and the ending was anticlimatic as can be. Supergirl was a waste. Lois is a bitch in this for no reason. Yeah
pretty much everything is terrible.

Skip. Skip. Skipppppp. I'll try one or two more volumes and then stop completely. Superman sure did have it
rough during New52 run didn't he? Not many good stories. Shame. 1/5.

Calista says

This starts Superman's story over, but not from the beginning. Here Lois and Clark are not even really close
at all. I'm like why? Why do that? We know they are together, so just start with them together. I didn't like
that.

I didn't really like this nano villain thing. It was something, but... I don't really feel this has captured the best
spirit of Superman. It's better than Zac Snyder's movie which should have been called something since it
wasn't Superman. So, it's better than that. I don't really feel strongly for this or against it. It was a quick read
with good art.

Jonathan Terrington says

Many of my friend reviewers seem to have disliked this particular volume of Superman and to an extent I
understand why. At first I found this a slow, mediocre and dull version of Superman. At least for the first 20
or so pages. Then I caught on to where the story was headed, what it was doing and why it was performing
that way. I was drawn into the story and as a result ended up appreciating it enough to grant it my typical
decent superhero score: 4 stars.



As part of the New 52 range the way in which Superman - such an iconic character - was relaunched,
appealed to me. Compared to Batman, Green Lantern, Aquaman or Flash; Superman never fully caught me
as a younger reader. It was cool that he had all the powers he had but he was too powerful. Then there was
the fact that his Clark Kent alter ego was so easy to pick up that you had to wonder what game Lois Lane
was always playing. Fortunately for me, recent graphic novels and movies have addressed these issues and
Superman has leapt up the tall building of my favourite superhero characters.

I once tried watching some of the Smallville television series. I'm sorry to say to any fans of the show that it
didn't draw me in unlike other shows I've been and have watched. But I do believe the show got something
incredibly right about the Superman character. They showed to the viewers that Clark Kent and Superman
are one and the same. In the past writers and artists have always focused on the fact that Clark Kent was the
other personality of Superman but I believe now that to do so is an error. And I believe that showing both
characters as the same individual is something done very well here by Perez and his team.

The new costume for Superman to usher in the new age of DC is a beautifully designed thing. Gone are the
'campy' elements of the suit - the um...famed 'undies on the outside' design. Instead Superman now has a
onesie to wear. Okay, it's really a unitard or a skin-tight body suit but whatever... The important thing is that
it looks solid and modern, a suit designed for action and combat.

Speaking of action the artwork in this volume is amazing, especially when action scenes are happening. I
particularly loved the images like this:

You have to admire the way the artists made his cape swirl dramatically in the picture and how he seems to
stand upon the very air. It is...godlike, it is superhuman and it is very much the image of Superman.

The plot of this story all centres around Superman and what it is for him to be an alien among men.
Superman really is the symbol and representation of all who feel uniquely talented among humanity and yet
at the same time are bound by being a Clark Kent type of person. At the same time the plot also follows Lois
Lane and the Daily Planet staff as they adjust to living and moving into the new age of a more digital news
medium. Superman comes under attack from three unique alien menaces. A being of fire that turns anything
into fire, a being that Superman cannot sense and a being that turns everything into ice. There are therefore
three battles, culminating in a final battle which focuses around the idea that Superman could potentially be a
weapon of mass destruction feared by those he is bound to save.

On the whole a solid and beautiful comic volume that starts slowly and awkwardly but finishes well enough.
I'm looking forward to reading the next volume of this tale when I can find it. Although Action Comics, Vol.
1: Superman and the Men of Steel appeals to me more at the moment...

Kyle says

This was much better than I anticipated it would be, especially considering how much I disliked all of the
other titles in the New 52 Superman family, and doubly after reading so many negative reviews for this
volume on Goodreads.

The main Goodreaders' complaint for "What Price Tomorrow" seems to be that the writing is too wordy, that
there was not enough action and too much talky-talky. I for one LOVE exposition in comic books, ans so I
was very pleased with this collection. I thought the writing was excellent! It reminded me of how Alan



Moore was telling his stories in the '80's and '90's-- he wrote dialogue, actual conversations between
characters in which they discussed more than the action they were performing at that very second, and with
subtext beneath all of that! Especially in the first issue of this collection, the narrative is layered four and five
levels deep, so not only do we see what is going on in Superman's mind, we also have the story of Lois Lane
being told as she pieces together a news broadcast; we have the story of Jimmy and Miko as they pick up
clues; we have the story that Clark is writing in the future, after all of the action is said and done; and we also
have the villains story, albeit laid out over all six issues of the collection. So I don't agree with the criticism
that this collection is too wordy, I just think it is written at a reading level that we are unaccustomed to in
comic books, especially the New 52.

I also felt the artwork did an excellent job at keeping all those narratives clear and cohesive. The action
flowed from panel to panel quite easily, even dramatically, also moving back and forth through time through
flashback sequences (thank god for the flashbacks, because t helped shed a lot of light on the Grant Morrison
Action Comic's volume 1 fiasco). It is solid artwork that works WITH the script instead of for it.

But what stole the show for me was Lois Lane. I LOVE this new Lois Lane. She is under pressure and 110%
in control. She is independent of Clark and Superman. And more than ever, she is what binds the story
together. Kudos to Perez for breathing new life into a character that has long been only seen as "Superman's
Love Interest". Clearly he is imagining a different, more contemporary Lois, and I for one look forward to
where that character is heading.

Undoubtedly, this is not a light read. There is a lot of information communicated through this story, a lot of
the history of Superman in Metropolis, a lot of the political tapestry of the Daily Planet, the city and the
country, and a lot of new relationships that break away from the pre-New 52 universe. It may not be a comic
book of action, but it is a comic book of substance..... I personally prefer substance over action.

4/5

Bookwraiths says

Originally reviewed at Bookwraiths Reviews

I know the Man of Steel is a character lots of people are ambivalent towards. Truth be told, Superman
comics have always been hit-or-miss with me. There are just so few writers who can find the right balance
between Superman’s powers and his enemies without going overboard with apocalyptic crisis after
apocalyptic crisis or settling for ridiculous villains to test him. But, in this collection, I thought George Perez
did a decent job finding and maintaining that correct balance.

Since this is The New 52 Volume 1 (Yeah, I’ve come late to the party. And, yes, I have heard it’s ending
soon.), I expected lots of backstory. Thankfully, Perez skipped all of that, throwing me directly into the
action, and filling in the past with brief flashbacks. All of which worked perfectly for me.

As for the plot, it is basically random attacks on Metropolis by elemental creatures. These beings appear to
be alien in origin but might actually be speaking Kryptonian!



Naturally, Superman has to fight off these ever escalating disruptions of metropolitan life; all the while being
captured in action by hordes of news reporters – both type and television. Lots of fighting ensues. Some of it
is exciting, while some of it becomes a bit repetitive. However, interspersed between these mandatory
fisticuffs are more than a few scenes about the interesting stuff: Clark Kent’s life.

Yeah, I did say Clark Kent was the interesting part of this collection. And I actually meant it too.

Now, before I explain, I have to admit it: I like Clark Kent. The guy is so damn nice. How could you not like
him? I mean, he has god-like powers, but he has decided that he wants to help those weaker than himself
instead of lording over them. He does this not only by being Superman but also by the types of causes he
champions in his normal job. And even when people look down on him or portray him as weird or weak, the
guy has the intestinal fortitude to control his anger and keep walking the path his conscious tells him he
should. Sure, he isn’t messed up in a cool, dangerous way like other superheroes, but for me that is what
actually makes him uniquely interesting.

So, anyway, I went into this read already liking Clark, and Perez’s deft handling of Clark’s personal
challenges pulled me in.

First, I loved the whole “nice guys finish last” aspect of the story. Clark is a nice guy. He tries to live by the
morals and ethics he has chosen for himself. Unfortunately, not everyone else abides by those same values.
Thus, Clark doesn’t get ahead perhaps as much as his more driven, less scrupulous counterparts. Maybe,
even his infatuation for Lois Lane is doomed for failure, because he acts too much like a modern gentleman.
And the interesting part is seeing how Clark handles all this when he knows that he is Superman and that
revealing this fact could improve his life on so many levels.

The other thing I loved was how Perez handled Clark trying to keep his identity secret in a modern world
with zero privacy. I mean, it is something I’ve thought about for decades now. Sure, fifty years ago I could
see Superman jumping in a phone booth and being able to escape notice, but in the Twenty-first Century, it
doesn’t seem practical. And here the creative team actually addresses that issue more realistically. We see
G.P.S. tracking; the pinging of Clark’s location via his cellphone connection; video (surveillance and
cellphone) capturing Supes travels; and the instantaneous accessing of all this by computer. While Perez
didn’t resolve it completely, I really like how he tried to handle that aspect of the Superman mythos.

Now, I always try to mention artwork in my reviews, because without them this wouldn’t be a comic, right?
So if you were wondering, the art in this collection is first class, as you’d expect it to be if Perez is even
slightly involved in it.

Overall, the New 52 Superman Volume 1: What Price Tomorrow? was an enjoyable read. It didn’t make me
leap over a tall building in excitement, but it did make me want to read the next volume. Who knows I might
even have caught up on all the New 52 Superman action by the time the next reboot happens in a few
months.

Anne says

If I had read this along side Action Comics, Vol. 1: Superman and the Men of Steel, I would have hated it,



because Action Comics vol 1 was just so damn cool.
Yep.
But see I didn't read it then. Mainly 'cause the reviews for this were so low. Why bother?
Then I read Action Comics, Vol. 2: Bulletproof.
Oh. God. The horror!
Disillusioned by Morrison's confusing mess, I finally decided to give Perez and his take on Superman a try.

It's really not that bad.
I wouldn't go out of my way to point anyone towards this comic, but if you've run out of stuff to read...well,
you could do a lot worse than this one.


