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A villain with a brothel to fill.

A hero wondering why he'sin love with alad in breeches.
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From Reader Review Stealing Mercy for online ebook

Lori McD says

According to her bio, thisis Kristy Tate'sfirst book. | liked the book, and it's a good read.

BUT... my attention waned, mostly because of Mercy's vacillating over whether to tell Trent the truth of her
story. The story felt uneven - especially in the present day story.

| never quite grasped what the story of the present-day story was all about. Who is Odious to the mysterious
woman in the present - Mrs. Michaels? Does that mean that her husband, Gregg, was related to the Michaels
family, and thus to Odious? If so, they couldn't have been close relations...

The main story of Mercy, Trent, Eloise, Miles, Georgiana, and Mr. Steele is fascinating. And yet, uneven,
too. The author seems to hold back details that might have helped the reader understand the story and the
characters better. So much is hinted at, and yet not all of the pieces come together in the end. For example,
there's a scene in the middle of the book where one of the "bad guys" is shot while stabbing someone seeking
revenge. All we hear is the gunshot, and then all we seeis the scene that Mercy sees - gruesome, to be sure.
But what really happened? | suppose we can piece it together. And yet, would it have hurt for the author to
show us that scene through one of the eyes of one of the people in that room?

The "mystery" involving who is whom among the charactersis also not entirely satisfying. There's one
character, especialy, who comes and goes like a black ghost, and when we finally learn what's going on, it's
abare glimpse - enough to get the gist, but not enough to fill in the blanks.

When I'd finished the book, | wanted so much more! | completely understand withholding the full story until
the end of the book, doling it out in pieces. But when | finish abook, | like to have a much better, more solid
picture of what | just read. Mercy and Trent made me care about them enormously! And Lucky Island and
the girls and Georgiana... what happened? We can put pieces together for Eloise and Miles and Chloe, but
there's so much more. | feel asif my DVR cut off the last 20 minutes of amovie! It'sfrustrating! If | were the
sort who didn't usually put things together quickly or didn't almost always solve the whodunnit in the first
few chapters of the book, I'd just think that 1'd missed something that | should have seen.

But | would definitely give another book by Ms. Tate atry.

Kim says

| feel like this book, relatively short (approx 200 pages) took me forever to read. | became entraced rather
quickly - but it was an involved cozy mystery...lots going on and alot of questions to present and fully
answer. Certainly not something you can plow through in a matter of hours as there is thinking involved,
which is always a good thing in a decent mystery/romance.

| loved the characters and was actually sorry to see the book end which is something | don't say often.
Definitely a book worthy of your time if you like historical mystery and romance.




Dolores A. says

Book Review STEALING MERCY by Kristy Tate' reviewed by Dolores A McCabe

STEALING MERCY opens with a gripping hook. Mercy is atalented young baker in Victorian England.
Sheis being stalked by the mysterious and sinister Mr. Steele. He breaks into her apartment, murder his
intention, and Mercy strikes him with a poker. Not sure whether he was alive or dead, she fled to America, to
Sesttle, to be exact, where she has relatives. In a short time she meets Trent Michaels and finds herself very
attracted to him. However, Mr. Steeleis very much alive and reappears in Seattle with his henchmen and a
mysterious interest in Lucky Island, a gambling and prostitution retreat where women simply vanish and are
never seen again.

Mercy must pursue this mystery and find alost relative who may be in Mr. Steel€'s clutches. Will Trent
understand and help her? Or will Mr. Steele succeed in "Stealing Mercy?'

This story has alot of promise. There are some delightful characters and some very sinister ones. The author
has a gift for drawing them with quick sketches. | had alittle difficulty following the action because the
settings were a bit too sparse. More background filler about each character would help, aso, in seeing how
everyone fitsinto each others' lives.

Notwithstanding, STEALING MERCY isafast read and an enjoyable one. We hope to see more from this
author as she develops her craft.

Jody says

FreeKindle.

3.5 stars

The story took me awhile to get the characters straight--going back and forth between generations. It isa
historical fiction/romance taking place in 1889 in Seattle. Mercy istrying to shut down a brothel that is
frequented by the wealthy, connected men of Seattle. It has alot of action and suspense. | would have given
it 4 stars, if it weren't for the numerous grammar and typo errors throughout. | also would have like to learn
what happened to some of the other charactersin the epilogue. Otherwise, | great debut book.

Book Jeanne says

A Roallicking Tale by a Talented Author

This book is full of non-stop mayhem and sparkling dialogue. It was adélight to read a historical romance
novel that made me laugh, pumped my heart beat, but didn't insult my intelligence or my moral compass. I'm
looking forward to finding other works by this author.




Donna Weaver says

| really enjoyed the quirky charactersin "Stealing Mercy". Mercy was nothing if not determined, and she
wasn't about to let anything stand in her way. Since | tend to be rather independent myself, | could relate to
her desireto do it all herself.

And poor Trent. He doesn't really know what hits him from the first time he see her in her breeches and
knows she's female. Sheintrigues him, frustrates him with her willfulness and unwillingness to trust him,

and she brings out his protectiveness.

The modern-day story that woven in between captivated me. | loved the telling of two stories in two different
times, and I'm thrilled to hear the modern story will get more timein Kristy's next book.

Can't wait.

Canda says

What does afireplace poker, pies & chocolates, a brothel, a ship and expensive jewels have in common? Oh,
wait--1 amost forgot the Chinese throwing stars! Wow--I loved this book! (Y es, that's a recommendation to
read it.) | approach free books with a heavy dose of skepticism and if the book is "free/indie"--even more,
but | was drawn in immediately--first chapter is agreat set up.

Annalea says

Thisbook has agreat story . . . and so much potential. It does need another round of editing for content
accuracy and clarity, but if you're not an editor horse person, you might not notice much. ;0) It'safun read,
and it'sfree--so go enjoy it!

Stephanie Bolen says

I would have liked it better if she would have no included the modern widow and her subplot. It took away
from the main plot. Beginning with the girl's story, the guy's story, and the present day story made it hard for
me to get hooked. He could have been introduced on the ship, and as | stated earlier the present day story
went no where so it should have been edited out. These changes wouldn't have affected the overall story and
made the beginning much more enjoyable. | liked it really well once | got past the clunky beginning and
didn't allow the interrupts of the present day subplot to distract me.

Shannon says

| love finding a brand new author. Ms. Tate wrote afun and inventive book with an ambitious plot. The
characters, Mercy and Trent, were irresistible from the beginning. | loved Mercy the minute she hit the bad



guy over the head. She was a heroine with pluck and determination; not a shrinking violet, by any stretch of
the imagination. | LOVED the present day back story and sincerely wish there had been more of it.

Aswith most of the Indie books available there are some typos and grammatical errors but they didn't
distract me from the story. | also wish the back story hadn't been italicized. It made it harder to read. | think
the location heading was enough of an indication that the story was moving from 1888 to present day. Also,
while another, unfavorable, reviewer mentioned holes in the plot, there is a part of me who thinks/hopes
there may be more books linking these charactersin the future. Possibly?

*SPOILER ALERT*

As| mentioned before | would have loved more of the back story. But, if you read between the lines, the
back story is quite brilliant. The genealogist is a distant cousin by marriage of the husband of the woman she
was working for who ends up being a direct descendant of Mercy and Trent! Not to mention the hint that the
husband and geneal ogist may potentially end up together in the end . At least, that's what |'ve decided. |
actually went back over the book and just read the back story again. | seriously wish there had been just a
few more details. I'm seriously hoping for more...

Karie says

| read Beyond the Fortuneteller's Tent and enjoyed it pretty well, so | thought I'd give Stealing Mercy a spin,
since the price was right.

It was a historical mystery with some romance thrown in. The mystery turned into a crusade and wanted to
be resolved mysteriously, but it's not mysterious when the action jumps around and the reader doesn't get
filled in on the details until afterwards. But | enjoyed the characters and the setting was new--1880s Sezttle.

Renae M ackley says

| debated about this rating. There were several proofreading errorsthat | found distracting, but I'll blame that
on the editor, even though the author is ultimately responsible for the book. | hope this author will recheck
future manuscripts better. That being said, it was agood story.

The language fit the times. | enjoyed the recipe snippets. Good writing where every sentence mattered. There
were no partsto skip. | did have to get used to the way understanding of what is going on dawns after some
of the story or info is given. The author lets you figure some of it out yourself. Not a bad thing. The past and
present parts of the story took some getting used to and late understanding for me. Visually it was set up
well, but | wasn't sure what was going on sometimes. Healthy interest kept me going and | enjoyed it overall.
Full of action, romance, and the flavor of the late 1800s.

Kbee says

Only 3.5 stars. The main story with Mercy & Trent isreal good and by itself would get a 4.5, but the other



story about the widow working on her dead friend's family history didn't need to be. It only gave more pages
to the book and was pointless to the story.

Christy says

There were two parts to this story; the historical romance was interesting and enjoyable but the present-day
story fell flat and disconnected. | liked Mercy's character; her wit, determination, and struggle over her
relationship with Trent. | struggled to muddle through the present-day story so | should just leave my
comments at that. The historical romance might have rated more stars, but with the present-day distraction
added in, this book barely rates 3 in my assessment.

Ashley says

| really enjoyed this book (it only took me aday to read) but | also found alot of things that frustrated me.
First off, the editing is horrible! There are so many typos it was hard to get through sometimes.

Second, | cannot figure out the point of the present-day story. | found myself skimming whenever the book
changed to it, glancing to seeif there was anything important that added to the book. Nothing.

Third, | feel like there were so many questions | eft unanswered and ideas unfinished. Did Steele kidnap the
girls? What happened to the girls that escaped the brothel ? What happened with Rita? Mercy wanted a more
appropriate proposal to know that marriage wasn't being suggested just to make thingsright. It wouldn't have
hurt to have added in an "'l love you" at the very least.

Overall, despite me feeling unsatisfied, | really did like the book and would have given the book more stars if
there hadn't been an unnecessary modern-day plot.




