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A Narrow Escape

With her secrets uncovered and her power-mad brother bent on her execution, Princess Oria has no sanctuary
left. Her bid to make herself and her new barbarian husband rulers of walled Bára has failed. She and Lonen
have no choice but to flee through the leagues of brutal desert between her home and his—certain death for a
sorceress, and only a bit slower than the blade.

A Race Against Time

At the mercy of a husband barely more than a stranger, Oria must war with her fears and her desires. Wild
desert magic buffets her; her husband’s touch allures and burns. Lonen is pushed to the brink, sure he’s
doomed his proud bride and all too aware of the restless, ruthless pursuit that follows…

A Danger Beyond Death…

Can Oria trust a savage warrior, now that her strength has vanished? Can Lonen choose her against the future
of his people? Alone together in the wastes, Lonen and Oria must forge a bond based on more than lust and
power, or neither will survive the test…
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From Reader Review The Tides of Bára for online ebook

Marlene says

Originally published at Reading Reality

The action in The Tides of Bára picks up immediately after the end of Oria’s Gambit. Or perhaps I should
say the failure of Oria’s gambit, as they are both the same thing. Unfortunately for Oria and Lonen.

In other words, this is not the place to start Sorcerous Moons. Start at the beginning with the marvelous
Lonen's War. The Sorcerous Moons series isn’t so much as series as it is one long story, broken up into
publishable-sized chunks.

They’re short chunks so start at the beginning.

The Tides of Bára is the second half of the middle book in what is so far projected to be a four-book series.
The author hasn’t committed trilogy, she’s committed tetralogy. But that tetralogy feels like it is necessary
for this story to reach its conclusion.

In Lonen’s War, we saw the set up. We saw the arrogance and corruption of the Bárans first-hand, both
through the eyes of neglected Princess Oria and conquering “barbarian” Lonen. Lonen has brought war to
Bára, a war that was only begun because the Bárans were stealing water and mass murdering his people
using nearly unkillable golems. Lonen brought the war to Bára to make them finally face some risk to their
own people.

Oria breaks herself out of a literal ivory tower existence that was supposedly for her own good, but was
mostly to benefit those in power. As such things usually are. When the peace she brokered between Lonen
and her people is betrayed, Lonen returned to Bára in Oria’s Gambit to punish someone for that betrayal. He
thinks that someone was Oria. When he finds out that it wasn’t, Lonen and Oria join forces.

Oria sees a marriage of convenience to Lonen as the only way to re-take power before her corrupt brother
manages to seize the throne. The marriage takes place, but in spite of her political maneuvering, her power
grab fails and her brother tries to have her killed.

As The Tides of Bára opens, Lonen and Oria are fighting their way out of Bára . While Oria believes that the
wild magic of the desert will kill her sooner or later, she has some hope that she can find a way to survive.
And she is certain that if Lonen can get out of the city, he will survive to go back to his people. Remaining in
the city is guaranteed death for both of them. A sliver of hope of survival is better than none.

But once they are free of the city, after a hair-raising escape, they have a long and dangerous journey ahead
of them to reach the Destrye, Lonen’s people, with no guarantee that Oria will survive the journey, or that if
she does, she will be capable of helping his people survive. Or even if they will let her.

In spite of the odds against them, they have to try. It is their only hope. But what neither of them expects is
that along the way, their marriage of convenience will change into something much, much more.

Escape Rating B+: The Tides of Bára is a road story. It’s the story of Lonen and Oria’s literal journey from
Bára to Destrye, and it is also the story of the journey of their relationship from marriage of convenience to



marriage of love. The physical journey has more than its share of very real dangers, but the emotional
journey is equally as charged.

They began this story on opposite sides of a battlefield. Out in the desert, Lonen and Oria, with the help of
Oria’s familiar Chuffta and Lonen’s stalwart battle stallion, the incongruously named Buttercup, are all alone
in a vast sea of sand. Bára has drained the life out of the land for endless miles around. What little water
there is rises in sudden and deadly tides, and is not merely undrinkable salt water, but is actually poisonous
to humans.

They seem to be all alone in the world, and absolutely forced to rely upon each other. Initially their pride
keeps them apart, but as they journey, the barriers between them break down. It’s an emotional journey from
wary trust to love. To the point where they are each a bit too willing to sacrifice themselves for each other,
with nearly disastrous consequences. They are still both learning that they are stronger together than either
can possibly be separately, and it’s a difficult journey with a lot of two-steps-forward and one-step-back. As
it should be.

This is a necessary part of the story, for the action to switch from Bára to Destrye, and for Oria to be forced
to leave everything she knows behind so that she can finally become who and what she is meant to be. But
the journey itself is grueling, and bears an unfortunate resemblance to another grueling journey in fantasy,
that of Frodo and Sam through Mordor in The Lord of the Rings. The land is equally desolate, and the long
dark night of the story and the soul is equally difficult to read through.

And it sets up the story for what I hope will be an epic and glorious conclusion in book 4. Soon please!

Marianne says

I debated rating this four stars as I enjoyed the beginning and ending chapters. However, the middle (after
they'd escaped Bara, and before they fought the golems) was a bit too slow for me. The book was still quite
good though, and the final chapters have me ready to read The Forests Of Dru. However, I think I will wait
until the book after that is listed on Goodreads as I get the sense I will need to pace myself.

Maria Rose says

An enjoyable read- this one doesn't advance the plot as far as I'd expected so I'm hoping the series is not
finished? The majority of the story takes place during Oria and Lonen's flight from her home to his, across
the sea and the desert. As always stellar worldbuilding and I loved seeing Oria figuring out the extent of her
powers and capabilities away from her home. Clearly she and Lonen are a good match and will do whatever
is necessary to protect each other. Lots of humour (especially involving Oria's dragon familiar Chuffta) and
some good sexy bits. Nice continuation of the series!

Note : a copy of this story was providedby the author for review



Douglas Meeks says

This is not the book I wanted to read, this is the book that connects the last book with the next book (which I
hope IS the book I want to read).

We have 5% of this book telling of the escape from Bara, 5% describes the ending situation, 90% of this
book does nothing but detail the torturous journey from Bara to Dru and torturous it was indeed since I was
continually reminded of my least favorite part of the Lord of The Rings trilogy, the detailed descriptions of
the torturous journey to Mount Doom. Sadly though this was needed in some ways since I am not a fan of
"insta-love" that is so overused in fantasy and paranormal romance. So I guess I can't complain too much
about slow burn romance when our couple is still trying to figure out their feelings and what better way to do
it than subject them to numerous trials, tribulations and near death experiences while they make the journey.

The thing here is that if I had not been so enthralled with the ongoing story here I might have given it 3 stars
but it does keep the reader involved and the growth of this relationship I suspect will become central to the
overall story but I have to say I expect a LOT more action and movement in the overarching plot (which
moved at glacial pace during the course of this book) in the next book or I fear I will lose interest in being
pulled along with this series.

I can almost see betrayal in the cards (another thing I dislike but is a reflection of human human existence)
but maybe Ms Kennedy can figure out a way around it in some original manner.

Bottom Line: This is a great story but it need to come to fruition soon, the couple have finally pretty much
settled into a trusting relationship in spite of Oria's continuing self flagellation, the scene is set for some
major events that I hope we don't have to struggle through anymore delays to see them start to evolve. So 4
Stars mainly because those few times the 2 characters actually perform up to my expectations it was
glorious. This really is required reading if you want to enjoy this series but be aware that most of the
noticeable events in this book are more about the relationship between Oria and Lonen and will hopefully
lead to a more action oriented next book since there are several major problems that require solving sooner
rather than later.

Molly Smith says

Initial Thoughts: I thought this was supposed to be a trilogy, but I'm happy to say, I think there is more to
come! Loved this latest installment in the Sorcerous Moons series. This novel seemed to truly concentrate on
the relationship between Oria and Lonen. They were truly forced to finally rely on one another and I loved
watching them grow. There are little hints of things that may come to pass and I am eager to see how they
fare now that they are in Lonen's land. Really enjoying this series. I get so engrossed, I read it too quickly!
Please click on the link to the full review by myself and my review partner, Gikany, posted at That's What
I'm Talking about blog: http://twimom227.com/2016/11/review-t...

The Glassed And The Furious says

I'm sorry but no. This is not the story I was so looking forward to reading. First of all, I have an overall



issues with this series: the characters are not likable enough to pull me in. I wasn't entirely sure I wanted to
continue reading after the first book, but luckily the second one got a lot better. This one however, left me
really disappointed.
First of all, this book feels like an intermission. Nothing more. Literally NOTHING important to the story
happens and what does happen is neither interesting enough to keep me hooked nor well enough constructed.
So Yar banishes Oria and Lonen. Somehow, Kennedy wants us to think they have to flee with the utmost
haste but still Oria goes to visit her mother, chats with a horse and is annoyed when Lonen makes her hurry
up... Seriously?
Then they're outside of the city and Oria suddenly finds a way to survive AND be able to bear Lonen's touch.
I'm still not clear on HOW she's able to do it and to tell you the truth it felt as if Kennedy didn't either. She
just needed her to be able to be touched. Anyway, Oria's starved, dehydrated and weak but somehow the first
thing to cross their minds as soon as they can touch is to have sex.... Good to know where their priorities lie.
Really, we're supposed to be in the middle of a war of two kingdoms, the Queen was banished, her king
along with her while the other kingdom is starving and we're stuck in an oasis listening to them moaning
about not having sex? And while we're at it.... didn't Lonen and his army defeat Bara???? It all just didn't fit
in together at all.

So after they're stuck not having sex for a while, suddenly they're madly in love and can't bear to be
separated and the last handful of pages are meekly dedicated to their arrival in Dru... really, what the...?

This really makes me angry. I was so looking forward to reading this book and I was just confronted with
more inexplicable insta-love, unfitting sex scenes and a whole lot of nothing. This is not the third installment
I was waiting for.

I'll give her credit for Chuffta though. His fascination with fire was adorable and I really enjoyed that part.

Bambi Unbridled says

Warning!!! This review will contain spoilers for previous books in the series. If you have not read the first
two books, I encourage you to go read them as you will need the previous world building and character
development to understand what is happening in this story.

This third installment of the Sorcerous Moons series picks up where Oria’s Gambit left off. Oria and Lonen
escape Bára with their lives, Lonen's warhorse, and Oria's familiar, Chuffta. Racing off into the desert, they
face an uncertain future starting with the fact that it is not believed that Oria will survive outside the walls of
Bára. What follows is a long and difficult journey through deadly and dry terrain.

Being away from the political intrigue of Bára, Lonen and Oria grow closer together by necessity. Lonen
remains to be the protective alpha male, trying to take care of Oria and do what's best no matter her
resistance and arguments. He is honorable and self-sacrificing, and I can't help but love his character. Oria
has changed for me over the course of three books. I started out admiring her intelligence, good judgment
and level-head that she evinced in Lonen's War. Then she started to irk me a bit in Oria’s Gambit with the
way she held Lonen at arm's length. Now in this installment I really didn't care for her much at all in the first
80% or so of the book. She was stubborn, whiny and a almost totally opposite of the character I loved in
Lonen's War. I hope that she comes back to her original self in the next book.



I love animals and dragons in my fantasy stories, so I really enjoy Chuffta in this series. He is Oria's familiar,
a derkesthai... which I am picturing as one of the baby dragons from Game of Thrones. Only Chuffta is
white-scaled and breathes green fire. He also can communicate mind-to-mind with Oria and is not afraid to
tell it like it is. I love that he is the sense of reason when she has lost herself to self-pity or fatalism. I also
enjoyed Lonen's warhorse in this installment. With Oria's ability to communicate with animals, the horse is
starting to get a personality of his own.

I have enjoyed this series to date, and I was not sorry to spend some time on this story. However, I feel that
this installment was more filler than adding in any substantive way to the series. I think this journey through
the desert would have been better placed as an abbreviated version in the next book rather than trying to
stand on its own in this novella. Nevertheless, I am a fan of the series as a whole and I am looking forward to
what happens next.

I voluntarily reviewed an advanced copy of this book that I received from the author.

Fawn says

This is book three and I have not read the first two books. That was not a big thing since you are given
enough information about the past to keep up and understand what was happening. I felt like there was a big
build up to nothing. This whole story is about Oria and Lonen making their way from her home to his home
and trying to survive with no water and food. I was at least waiting for a big exciting ending that sadly wasn't
there. Reading about Chuffta and his personality was fun. I got a laugh a few times from his responses and
behaviors. There is the possibility that this could be the end of the series or not. I voluntarily reviewed an
Advance Reader Copy of this book

Blodeuedd Finland says

This is more a journey book, and I am so impatient, I want the drama, oh the drama is so coming, we even
got a little and I was all grrrr, don't you dare! Not saying to who that was but drama...

They have to make it out of town, and quickly since her brother is an asshole. But yes then there is that she
will die outside of the town thing...hmmm, how will they fix that?

I am rambling, I should have written this a week ago!

Lonen and Oria has gotten close now. They do fit each other, but yes yes, there is the whole can't do the
naughty thing too. These two really are cursed. The author threw everything at them and they have to fight
for it every step of the way.

But as for the story, not much happens, the book is novella length. They journey to his home, they talk, there
are dangers. And of course when they get there everyone will hate her....

I need answeeeeeers! Yes I already said it, I am impatient, you should read all 3 after each other ;)



Melanie says

Review originally posted at RabidReads.com.

I’ve really enjoyed this series. I love the fantasy worlds that Jeffe Kennedy creates. This series being less of a
fantasy romance, and more a fantasy with a bit of romance built in. The hero and heroine of this series come
from two completely different cultures. Cultures that ended up in war that left both of them with loss.

In the previous book, Lonen and Oria get married. This is partly for political reasons, well mostly political
reasons. There is a spark between the two of them. There is also the fact that Oria is pained and made ill
from his touch, well, anyone’s touch. So, that makes being married a little difficult. Things get even more
difficult when they are forced to leave Bára. Oria doesn’t leave it’s walls because of wild magics outside of
the city.

This story is a bit slower than the previous two books. There is some really great action at the beginning.
Then it is a journey story. While I did miss the action from the previous stories, it was nice to see these two
learn more about each other. It is also good to mention that this journey is not without danger, just not as
much of the adrenaline kind of danger. Our couple finally has some time to get to know each and come
closer together. There was also some great time with my favorite character, Chuffta (great quote with him
below LOL).

While I didn’t enjoy this book as much as the first two books in this series, I did still really enjoy it. I really
love the world that Ms. Kennedy has created. I also really enjoy the characters. I love watching them grow
and come together. Even in the parts that are slower, Ms. Kennedy kept me entertained. I’m a pretty big fan
of action, so when a book isn’t full of a lot of action, it had better have some really great characters, which
this one has. Oria and Lonen are anything but perfect, but they are all the more interesting for it. Having
Chuffta added so much. He is more than a pet, but less than a human. He added some great fun to parts that
might have been a little dull to an action junkie like myself. I’m really excited to get to the final book in the
series, which I believe will be out early next year.

“Yes, Your Highness,” she snapped, moving at a half-run down the grand hall to her mother’s
rooms. With his longer stride, Lonen kept up easily.
“I like the sound of that,” he told her. “Finally, a little respect and humility from my scary
sorceress wife.”
“You wish,” she retorted and he laughed, that big, rich sound. The Destry king had a
remarkable ability to find humor in the most dire circumstances. Perhaps all the Destrye were
like that, but somehow she didn’t think so.

Closer by, Chuffta worked intently to drag what looked like a tree limb to a blazing bonfire. He
had his wings spread and managed it by half-flying, half-hopping on one leg, and wrestling the
thing with mouth, tail and the free foot.
“What are you doing?” she asked aloud, for Lonen’s benefit, though the words scraped her raw
throat.



“I’m feeding the fire,” he chirped happily. “Keeping you warm!”
Lonen groaned. “Hey, man. Enough with the fire. You’ll roast us.”
“No?” Chuffta paused, releasing the limb with foot and mouth, but keeping his tail wrapped
around it. He sounded terribly disappointed. He cocked his head atht eh fire, “Maybe just one
more?”
“No more, please Chuffta.” She rubbed at her gritty, sensitive eyes, though it only made them
water more. She certainly wasn’t weeping. She blinked them open to find Lonen grinning and
grimacing at once. “I don’t know what’s gotten into him,” she said ducking her face so he
wouldn’t see.
“I like fire! It’s hot.”

**Book was provided to me by the author. This review is my opinion and was not requested or provoked in
anyway by the author.

Make Kay says

I expect that the next release will be the last in the series, so I’m looking forward to Oria and Lonen figuring
out how to safely make love, and also anticipating Oria conquering the hearts of the Destrye. I especially
can’t wait to see the evil Báran nobility get their come-uppence. This is a very diverting fantasy series, and
Kennedy’s THE TIDES OF BÁRA showcases our hero and heroine’s epic quest through inhospitable lands
against impossible odds. Come on, book 4!

See my full review at Fresh Fiction: http://freshfiction.com/review.php?id...

I submitted this review to Fresh Fiction on 10/15
Review was finally posted on Fresh Fiction 12/29/16

Lindy Studt says

Oria and Lonen

Magic isn't everything. Linen must save Oria from the very people that are supposed to love her. Oria's
brother betrays her to the temple. The women of Bara cannot leave the magic of their city, but Oria must find
a way.

? BookAddict ✒ La Crimson Femme says

To live without magic is inconceivable for Oria. When she is left with no choice by to flee from her
homelands, she knowingly goes outside of her city walls to where the wild magic swirl and the land is dying
without water. Full disclosure, I read this book out of order and it is not recommended to read this as a



standalone. After reading this book, I want to go back and read the first two books to get my head on
straight. Whilst it was easy to figure out where the conflicts are and at a high level what happened to Oria
and Lonen, it was still a bit disorienting. Especially as I had no previous engagement with these two
characters so it was a bit hard for me to warm up to them.

Oria came across as a sulky princess too delicate to do much other than complain. Granted she is physically
depleted as the wild magics does render her unconscious. Her relationship with Lonen seems to be a constant
struggle. Purposeful miscommunications because they are both at their lowest. It's interesting how well Ms.
Kennedy brings out their flaws so that the characters can reflect and regret upon them. It's kind of nice to see
characters who are flawed, know it and want to do better. Not the perfect heroes that always do no wrong.
Nor the too stupid to live characters that everyone wants killed off.

This story is more about an arduous journey through wastelands, constant threat of death to Lonen's
homeland. This quest is fraught with peril and the ending came a bit too fast for me. It is anti-climatic and
leaves a reader feeling not too different than Oria. As if the potential is there yet never realized. Still, this
isn't the last in the series so it is a build up for the next book. It should be interesting to see what will happen
next for Oria and Lonen. Whilst I eagerly wait for the next book, I will be going back to read the first two so
that I can be all caught up. Recommended for fantasy lovers who enjoy quests and impossible odds.

*I received an advanced copy

Alison says

I do love this series but boy is it slow - I think practically the entire story takes place over just a few days as
Oria and Lonen flee Bara into the desert trying to reach Dru.

When's the next one out? Gimme, gimme, gimme. Grabby hands.

Maya says

There was more adventure and less story progression in this one but I enjoyed it still. Ms. Kennedy is skilled
at world-building and writing characters and you end up caring about.


