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GROUNDHOG DAY meets FLIPPED inthistale of agirl stuck in her birthday.

It's Amanda's 11th birthday and she is super excited -- after all, 11 is so different from 10. But from the start,
everything goes wrong. The worst part of it all isthat she and her best friend, Leo, with whom she's shared
every birthday, are on the outs and this will be the first birthday they haven't shared together. When Amanda
turnsin for the night, glad to have her birthday behind her, she wakes up happy for a new day. Or isit? Her
birthday seemsto be repeating iself. What is going on? And how can shefix it? Only time, friendship, and a
little luck will tell. . .
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From Reader Review 11 Birthdaysfor online ebook

Jennifer Wardrip says

Reviewed by Allison Fraclose for TeensReadToo.com

On the day that Amanda Ellerby and Leo Fitzpatrick were born, a mysterious woman with a birthmark
shaped like aduck told their parents that the two newborns would grow up to be the best of friends, and that
they should always celebrate their birthdays together.

Through afluke, one year later, both sets of parents booked the same location for their child's first birthday,
and Amanda and L eo took to each other so much that celebrating their birthday together in the small town of
Willow Falls became a great town tradition.

Ten years later, Amanda Ellerby is absolutely dreading her eleventh birthday party, the first that she will
spend without her ex-friend, Leo. She hasn't spoken to him in exactly one year, ever since she heard him say
those nasty things about her at their last joint birthday party.

What's worse is that she's heard all these rumors about the incredible party Leo's parents are throwing for
him--with a hypnotist, aband, and areal football player--while she's stuck with this costume party ideathat
her own mom came up with.

The day finally arrives, and Amanda's eleventh birthday ends up even worse than she could have imagined.
She has a pop quiz in History, she bombs the gymnastics tryouts, and only afew people show up at her party
(some kids even leave to go to Leo's party instead). When she finally takes off her itchy Dorothy costume
with the blistering shoes and crawls into bed, she feels nothing but relief that this horrible day is over.

Except that it isn't. The next day is her birthday again. And the day after that. And the day after that. Is
Amanda the only one stuck in thisterrible time loop?

| absolutely fell in love with this sweet tale of friendship, magic, and old rivaries. A quickly moving story
with some unforgettable characters, 11 BIRTHDAY S takes that Groundhog Day premise and turnsit into
something much more meaningful.

Hannah Smith says

11 Birthdaysis the best book ever. It is about two very close best friends since birth (literally). They aso had
the same birthdays and are the same ages. Their names are Amanda and Leo. They've aways had a birthday
party together until Amanda overhears Leo talking about her during their 10th birthday. Amanda promised
herself never to have a party with him again. But thistime Leo is having a great party. He has football star, a
hypnotist, a giant iguana and a rock band! Amanda only has 15 people coming to her party and sheis going
to have to wear aitchy Dorothy costume from Wizard of Oz. Amanda just wants to ave her party already so
she can forget about her and Leo's fight. But there is one prablem the next day is her birthday all over again!!



11 Birthdays by Wendy Mass

My rating: 5 of 5 stars

11 Birthdaysis the best book ever. It is about two very close best friends since birth (literally). They also had
the same birthdays and are the same ages. Their names are Amanda and Leo. They've always had a birthday
party together until Amanda overhears Leo talking about her during their 10th birthday. Amanda promised
herself never to have a party with him again. But thistime Leo is having a great party. He has football star, a
hypnotist, a giant iguana and arock band! Amanda only has 15 people coming to her party and sheis going
to have to wear aitchy Dorothy costume from Wizard of Oz. Amandajust wants to ave her party already so
she can forget about her and Leo's fight. But there is one problem the next day is her birthday all over again!!

View al my reviews

Eve says

"Then put your little hand in mine. There ain't no hill or mountain we can't climb..."

I remember watching Groundhog Day over and over again when | was younger. That scene when the alarm
clock would chime Sunny and Cher at 6:00 on the dot always cracked me up. The possibilities of reliving the
same day without any repercussions was such an amazing concept.

That isamajor segment of 11 Birthdays's premise. Amanda and her best friend Leo, livein acharming,
magical town called Willow Falls. On the day of her 11th birthday, things don't quite work out like she
expects. Like Sxteen Candles, everything that could possibly go wrong does! When that day keeps
happening over and over again, Amanda decides to decipher the mystery behind the enchantment.

| listened to the audio version of the book and | just loved Kathleen Mclnerney's narration. It's not easy
making an 11-year-old girl's voice believable, plus al the other characters. I'm looking forward to continuing
the series.

Clare Cannon says

Wendy Mass writes highly enjoyable realistic fiction with afantasy twist. The characters are well devel oped
and the 11-year-old friendships and dramas are true to life.



There's a great message about the need to resolve disagreements and heal grudges—even among 11-year-
olds—before you can move on. The story has the poignancy of that 90s movie ‘ Groundhog Day’, for amuch
younger audience.

For girls who need a friendship story thisisafun, easy read.

Erik Fazekas says

Stradne chutna a podarena kniha, ak mate nejaka sestru, sesternicu, kamaratku 9-13 ro?nu a este nefi?i na
tinedzerskych upiroch, tak toto je prave pre 2ul

*btw. viete ko?ko srandy sme si uzili ke? nam v tomto polroku vychadzaji de?ny MASSaMAAS:) ;) :)
Jedna Wendy a druha Sarah J.

Maddie D says

V17/13

| am currently reading 11 birthdays by Wendy Mass. This book is about a girl named Amanda and a boy
named Leo. They always have their birthdays together. But from what happened at Amanda's and Leo's 10th
birthday, they're definitely not having their 11th birthday together. While Amandais trying to plan her party
sheisalso trying to get her back handspring down to make gymnastics tryouts. But her best friend Stephanie
is putting way to much pressure on her to make the gymnastics team. But Amanda loves playing the drums
and band tryouts are the same time as gymnastics tryouts. So far | think this book has been great! For
exampleit's really fun to read because Amanda's birthday is so different with out Leo being there. And she's
trying to make the gymnastics try outs the same time day as her birthday, and the same time as band tryouts
isgoing on. This book can relate to me because | was trying to get my back handspring down for a
gymnastics team also. But | was also trying to try out for soccer. | was getting alot of pressure on me
because | didn't know if | should tryout for gymnastics or soccer. | ended up choosing soccer because | like
doing it more and I'm better at it. I'm so much like Amandain various ways. Another way isthat Amanda's
best friend Stephanie, is hanging out with another friend named Ruby, way more than Amanda. My friend
has done that to me aso. Like | said, this book can just relate to me in so many ways which iswhy | like this
book so much.

2/5/13

| am still reading 11 birthdays by Wendy Mass. As | keep reading this book it just keeps getting better and
better. A reason for why | believe thisis because Amanda's and Leo's 11th happens over and over again. The
day just keeps repeating! Its very funny to read things that happen in this book because the choices that
Amanda and Leo make practically change the whole day. For example one day Amanda and L eo skip school
and try to figure out how the day is repeating. Well they lost track of time. Once their parents found them at
the mall, they got in huge trouble! But of course it didn't matter because the next day was like ado over day.
Thisis definitely a character driven book because its about Amanda and Leo trying to figure out why their
11th birthday is repeating. This book relates to me because | have soccer practice 4 times aweek and alot of



the times we do the same things so it feels like the day is repeating. Which islike Amanda's and Leo's
birthday repeating. Overall thisbook is great and | think people who like fiction should read it!

Sara says

I lovedit! At first it seemed really boring but after afew chaptersit got to wherei couldn't put the book
down it was so interesting. Its about these two kids that have the same birthday. They had always had their
birthday parties together. But then the boy says something really mean on their 10th birthday that the girl
overheard. So they didn't talk to each other for awhole year. Then when its their 11th birthday the day keeps
repeating over and over again. But only they noticeit. IT ISTHE BEST BOOK EVER!

Student says

Review by: Tessa McCorkell
11 Birthdays

1. What did you think the book was about?

This book is about forgiveness, friendship and traditions. Leo fitzpatrick and Amanda Ellerby were born on
the same day and celebrate it together every year. But on their 10th they got into afight that lasted awhole
year. When a curse is thrust upon them they must work out their differences and find away out!

2. Did you fedl that the book fulfilled your expectations? Were you disappointed?

It definitely fulfilled my expectations. This may have been the best book | have ever read. It sfilled with
laughs, tears, sighs and smiles. It keeps you entertained the whole time.” Leo recites afew lines about
friendship and birthdays ‘1 thought you don’t red your poetry in front of people.” ‘1 don’t | mean | haven't
before but that’ s what today is all about.’”

3. What about the plot did it pull you in; or did you have to force yourself to read the book.

11 Birthdaysis a book with realistic and fictional scenes. The plot is 2 former best friends who share the
same birthday but their 11th keeps repeating itself over and over until Leo and Amandawork out the
solution.” don’'t you see? They ignored the old woman’'s warning and keep fighting, then after the one year
mark passed, they got stuck in the loop. Y ou and me got into afight last year on our birthday, so this year on
our birthday the enchantment or what ever it was kicked in. | guessits ‘ cause were related.

4. Were the characters realistic? Would you want to meet any of the characters? Did you like them? Hate
them?

| really wanted to meet one of the main characters Leo. He seemed like areally nice, funny, generous and
fun person to be around. He was comforting to listen to throughout the book. “If | had to be stuck in time
with any onel’m glad it’syou.”

5. If one (or more) of the characters made a choice that had moral implications, would you have made the
same decision? Why? Why not?

If Leo or Amanda had decided not to work together to find a way to stop the “dreadful Friday” from
repeating their whole life, | don’t think | would have liked this book as much. | loved their best friend



relationship and wishes | had one as strong as theirs.

6. How would the book have been different if it had taken place in a different place or time?

If 11 birthdays had taken place in adifferent timein Leo and Amanda s lives like when they were younger
they would not have understood the whole situation “Imagine yourselves stuck in this situation before you
were even six yearsold” Or in the past like 100 years ago the=is whol e situation may not have been even
imaginable.

7. What are some of the book’ s themes? Were they important?

Some of the books themes are friendship, forgiveness and traditions. Leo and Amanda were best friends
since birth. Their parents met in the hospital “which ones yours?” That one “she said pointing to the little girl
who was rubbing her eyes. “She’s precious’ then she pointed to the boy who was now happily sucking his
fist. “That ones ours”

8. Did the book end the way you expected it to?

11 birthdays ended on a happy note as | expected it to. It was pretty predictable that they would find a way
out of the enchantment or at |east stop it for the time being. But | had no idea how they would free
themselves.

9. Would you recommend this book to other readers? To your close friends?
This book was great | would recommend it to anyone who is up for a short, funny, entertaining read.” it's
like we get a do-over everyday!” Imagine the possibilities if every reset its self.

10. What was your favorite part /scene of the book?

My favorite scene of the book was when Amandaand Leo “finally made up.” It was really toughing because
you could see how good of friends they used to be and it’ s really too bad when you see great friends get into
fights. So when they made up, | guess you could say it gave me hope to become better friends with my old
friends | haven't talked to in awhile.

11. What was your least favorite part/ scene of the book?

My least favorite part of the book would have to be when Leo and Amanda got caught skipping class at the
mall. | knew from the description of the characters that they were really good people and would nhormally
never skip. They got into alot of trouble for doing that and were both stuck in their rooms all night.

12. How are the book’ s images symbolically significant? Do the images help to develop the plot, or help
define the characters?

There weren’t any images in the book but there was symbolism Amanda and L eo decorated flower pots for
their 5th birthday and an old woman with a duck shaped birth mark “gave Amanda a seed from Leos great
great grandfathers tree and gave Leo a seed from Amanda s great great grandfather’ stree” Thiswas
supposed to keep off the enchantment till they were 18 years old as long as they kept their trees near. But
after the fight on their 10th birthday Amanda “tossed the pot out the window” into a nearby hedge. Could it
still be there?

13. Were there any personality traits in the character that you could identify with?

| was alot like Amandawhen | was younger | was a bit of atomboy, my best friends were guys because |
found it hard to always get along with girlsand | could imagine the un imaginable. Amanda had these same
traits that were shown throughout the book.

14. What did you learn from the book you didn’t already know?



11 hirthdays was more for our entertaining then to tell us an information. But | guess you could say | learned
to think more creatively.” | reach over to shut off my alarm, not even remotely surprised anymore that’ s its
going off without me setting it” “My backpack iswaiting for me downstairs, as | suspected it would be even
though | had left it in my locker”pg.187 . These are just a few examples of the crazy lines from the book that
you would need a big imagination to understand.

15. On ascale from 1-5 what do you rate this book- what would have made this book better?

| gave 11 birthdays a 5 stars but | think the characters could have been described in better detail. | pictured
Amandawith long wavy brown hair blue eyes and a mix between tomboy and casua style. Leo having short
brown hair abig happy smile and casual style. How will you picture them?

6cayleigh says

What | learned from this book?

| learned you can solve any problem if you put your mind to it.

11 Birthdaysis afiction story about a girl who repeats her eleventh birthday eleven times. The narrator of
this book isagirl named Amanda. Everything goes wrong right from the beginning, her best friend Leo and
her are in a huge fight and there birthdays are on the same day. On the first day Amanda has a horrible
birthday. When she woke up something was not right, she thought her family was playing a joke on her, but
then something strange happened. The next day she woke up and it was her eleventh birthday AGAIN! This
continued for eleven days. Through out the book she and Leo have to find there way and figure out what is
happening. | would recommend this book because it is a mixture of genres, comedy, mystery, and there are
quite a bit of cliff hangers. This book is one of my favorite books and one | can read over and over again!

Becky says

3 1/2 stars. Genres are intertwined here--realistic fiction with atwist of fantasy. Leo and Amanda, born on
the same day, have celebrated every birthday together until this year—their 11th. The two had afalling out
during their 10th birthday celebration and they have not spoken for ayear. Separate birthday parties are
planned for the first timein their lives, but then weird things start to happen. Amanda and Leo get stuck in
time and their 11th birthday keeps repeating until ...

A quick read that | think kids might like. The characters are well-developed. | think the author nails 5th
grade relationships. | have afew quibbles with some details in the book. And Leo’ s dialog sometimes sounds
like a 21-year-old instead of an 11-year-old. | felt the story dragged a bit in places, but overall afun read.



Emely says

Leo and Amanda have been sharing their birthdays since the first one. After afight during their 10th birthday
they don't speak for ayear and end up having seperate birthdays for their eleventh. But, when they wake up
the moring after the parties they realizeit's their birthday again!! They haveto relive the day over and over
again until they get it right and become friends again. Kind of like Groundhog Day.

| thought this one was really good and well written. It's agreat story of friendship.

Traci says

Great book for tweens. It encourages them to be true to themselves and to make choices based on their
interests and talents not on what will make them popular. My daughter loved it. | think boys will be put off
by the cover. However, there is aboy character that | think many of them could relate to.

nan says

| gave this book four stars, which isalot for me. i tend to rate low. It's about a girl who was born on the
same day as this boy, and they have always celebrated their birthdays together for years. Thisyear (turning
11) they have afight and don't. The day after their birthday, it istheir birthday again. and again. and again.
Sounds kind of weird, but i really liked it!!!

Lexi Z says

| am currently reading the book 11 BIRTHDAY S by Wendy Mass. It's about a girl named Amandawhois
having alot of problems with friendships. Her best friend became her ex-best friend and her new best friend
is drifting off to be friends with mean, old Ruby. I've known people like Ruby and they can be pretty viscous
but if you get to know them, they might actually be pretty nice. Maybe they're just looking for afriend and
the only way they can get one is by stealing it. But if you give them afriend (A.K.A you) they can be nice. |
haven't gotten to far in the book (about page 50) so I'm not sure that that's what Amanda's gonna do. | do
know that it's her 11th birthday and it's been pretty lousy. And tomorrow won't be any better (hint, hint). I'm
not sure why the day will repeat, but | think it has something to do with her and Leo (Amanda's ex-best
friend) having separate birthdays. | have my theories about what's gonna happen, but | won't say anything. |
love the way that Mass brings Amandacto life and puts the reader straight into Amanda's head. When I'm
reading this book it feels like everything has disappeared and I'm right there with Amandain Willow Falls.
Overal | givethisbook 5 stars. And if you read it, | hope you agree.

~Lexi Z.




| recently finished the book 11 BIRTHDAY S by Wendy Mass. It's about a girl named Amandawho has a
really bad day and isready for it to end. But hen she wakes up Saturday morning, it's Friday again!!!! And of
all the people that she could be going through this day loop with, it's her ex best friend Leo. Though this
book is funny, adventurous, suspenseful, and mysterious, | hint it also has a message. Friends make mistakes
sometimes. Say mean things, do mean things, ignore you for alittle while. But sometimes they don't mean it.
They don't realize what they're doing is mean or that you're feeling excluded. If you don't forgive them for
their mistakes, it my mess you up for awhile. (No as bad as Leo and Amanda, but you know what | mean.) |
define toy learned from this book. Friends ARE important. | think this book is issue oriented because they
have to dea with the day loop and the mistakes that they made during some of the days. My eleventh
birthday wasn't quite as eventful as Leo and Amanda’s (they share a birthday), but | wish it had been because
that would give me something REALLY interesting about myself. My rating of this book isn't the same. It's
time| giveit 10 stars, and histime | know you'll agree.

Charlie says

Read thisin 4th grade, and | remember being pretty damn proud of myself for reading a more, "Big kid"
book. Y eah, | wasn't much of areader till afew years ago:)




