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2013 may be the best year yet for Best European Fiction. The inimitable John Banville joins the list of
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luminous cast of European contributors. Fans of the series will find everything they’ ve grown to love, while
new readers will discover what they’ ve been missing!
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From Reader Review Best European Fiction 2013 for online ebook

Arja Salafranca says

Strange sometimes surreal tales - people trapped in alift, people watching an absurdist play, agirl looks after
acow named Daisy... The best, for me, as always are the more realistic and "traditional” stories, where
character comes first and you get behind the skin of a character in a story. There were fewer of these than |
would have liked, unfortunately, so idealy I'd like to give this 2 and half stars.

Fabio Bensoussan says

Esperando ansiosamente pelo langamento, em outubro (Kindle). As edi¢des anteriores proporcionaram
grandes descobertas.

Theresa says

These are unusual stories. Absurdist, Kafkaesgue in many places, or supernatural. A woman who discovers a
"thing" crouching in the corner of her living room behind the TV set that only gets bigger when her husband
returns from a business trip and may be cheating her her. A dishrag that announces it was a person the day
before. Some of the stories are alittle too confusing or obscure, but overall, this collection inspired me!

Gurldoggie says

Another great collection - the third that I've read in this series. | read this one slowly, a story at atime over
about 6 months, and every time | came back to it | was delighted once again by the diversity of voices,
settings, perspectives and themes. Even if some stories are better than others, every one isworth reading. I'm
very much looking forward to the 2014 collection!

Amy says

Pure literary pleasure. | can only think of one story in the entire book that | didn't care for. Plenty of reviews
have detailed the various stories, no one needs this from me. | can say that afull month after finishing the
book, my mind isfull of it's stories. The have stuck with me and will continue to be with me. Not just the
information contained within the stories, but the ways they made me feel, the thoughts they made me think -
this book stays with me.

I checked this book out from my library. | think it would be an even better read as a purchase, when one can
take all the time in the world to savor each story individually. It isworthy of the reader's full time and
attention. An absolutely perfect compilation of short stories.



André says

Ich habe ein Buch bei BookCrossing.com registriert!
http://www.BookCrassing.com/journal /12811233

Chrissays

another amazing collection
"when we are not sure, we are dive." -- Graham Greene

"What's important is what was happening in me, that definitive rupture with the Fatherland, however painful
| found it. And when a person stepsinto the next stage of his destiny, there is no way back to the last.

When a person finds himself in a state such as mine, everything around him takes on a different aspect:
people seem to laugh differently, walk differently, react to you differently, and you, for that matter, react
differently to them. In aword, the world and the people who walk in it appear hostile to you. | would like it
not to be so, but that's how it is and now | don't know what | can do about it, apart from describeit.
Somehow, | say, everything changes, which means that even the landscape around you seems to change as
well." --Borivoje AdaSevi?

A.S.Byatt's story of alover's unusual betrayal is beautifully drawn.

Ciprian says

| found interesting around two thirds of the stories.

Umit Mutlu says

"Bence herkes birbirinden farkl? dpt?tyor. Bu tir Opti?melerde her zaman ruhlar ve 6zgun, ?ahsi
di?unceler de etkli?im halindedir. Bedenlerin Uzerindeki kafalarda a??zlar ¢cok 6zel deneyimler ya?arlar;
her biri her zaman kendine 6zgl. Ve bu nedenle bir daha asla Alfredo’nunki gibi bir 6pti?me
ya?ayamayaca??m sevgili bayan Merk. Tabii bir daha onunla kar ??la?mazsam.”

Quinn Irwin says

Some of the stories are superb, but many of them are light in scene and heavy in exposition.




John Arden says

Some were quite good, some were terrible, most were in between.

Tuck says

Another fantastic and eclectic collection of euro short stories, with bonus author bios and biblios, and
translator bios and biblios. A real desert island book with preface by john banville this go round.

A few | found particularly well written were kirill kobrin Russian, a story of ennui and roving eyes, alighted
on abook by “herzen”.

Vitalie ciobanu moldova, about a guy who hasto play in the never-ending folk band instead of concentrating
on his classical education, and figuring out how to escape the hell that was his country.

Miklos vajda hungary, chronicling the almost unfathomably labyrinthine Hungarian diasporas.
Taniamalyarchuk Ukraine, sweet story of young city girl spending her summers on the farm with her old old
grandma, and going back in time to country ways. Here' s her intro

“1 hated my cow and she hated me.

Even though we were like two peasin a pod: both of us crazy.

We competed with one another in mental abnormality, and the cow always won because she was the better
runner. She had four legs, and | only two.”

It' sinteresting, these new hemon/dalkey collections, the trand ators are just as powerful and important as the
original writers. Jull costafor example, Spanish and Portuguese into English, and perhaps basque too? Here
isgreat interview with her: http://www.thewhitereview.org/intervi...

Rune Clausen says

Read about half the stories, some okay, others not so much.




