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For many years, the Tasmanian wilderness has been the site of afierce struggle. At stake is the future of old-
growth forests. Loggers and police face off with protesters deep in the forest, while savage political games
are played in the courts and parliaments. In Into the Woods, Anna Krien, armed with a notebook, a sleeping
bag and a rusty sedan, ventures behind the battlelines to see what it islike to risk everything for a cause. She
speaks to ferals and premiers, sawmillers and whistle-blowers. She investigates personalities and
convictions, methods and motives. Thisis abook about a company that wanted its way and the resistance
that eventually forced it to change. Into the Woods is intimate, intrepid reporting by afearless new voice.
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Matt Harris says

With the Abbott government's pitiful pleato raze 74,000 ha of old growth forest just knocked back, this book
feels very much alive.

AnnaKrien clearly lived this complex topic for along time as she teases apart the forces around the old
growth forest and new plantations in Tasmania. From living with ingenious protesters in the cold forest, to
sharing drinks with loggers and millers, furniture makers, politicians and more, she coverstheissuesin
admirable balance.

She has illuminated the situation, and alittle about Tasmanias character, in the process.

Wonderful book, and one which | didn't think would hold its pace right through, but even with two
epilogues, it did.

Rachael says

This was such an interesting book.

Krien writesin a'conversationa’ style that is easy to read.
The book is the sort of piece you might read in "The Monthly" only longer.
In the beginning, it's amost *too* conversational, but it's worth persevering.

There's alot of work in this book. Interviews with a multitude of characters from Premiers to loggers to
activists and everyone in between. Much research is revealed as you read on.

If it'sacase of choosing 'sides, the book comes out on the 'side’ of the forests and the activists.
But I can't see how it can help doing that when there has clearly been much corruption in business and
government relating to the forests.

| feel for the loggers and the saw-millers. Generations of families who worked the forests responsibly.

My grandfather worked in the sawmillsin Tasmania and Victoria. There are several 'characters' in the book
who understand the real value of the forests and how to best treat them, but with the administrative structures
and business interests at play, they are not given a chance.

Where is the story up to now, | wonder?
| would love to see an update - perhaps there has been one in the press somewhere? If you know, please feel
freeto send me alink!




Wendy Otero says

AnnaKrien has done amarvelous job in this personal essay |ooking into the history of logging in Tasmania's
forests. | fell in love with her use of varied narrative techniques, visual imagery and well rounded characters.

Reading Into the Woods has educated me, infuriated me, and made me sad. Due to the sheer greed and
deceitful actions of Forestry Tasmania and the Tasmanian government much damage has been done to the
native forestsin Tasmania and the wildlife.

Scenes describing the poisoned animals broke my heart, especially the wombat frothing at the mouth,
bumping into fences with it's cub following behind will remain with me forever.

The level of dedication and research put into this essay is outstanding and commendable. Please read this
book - I highly recommend it.

Carolina Imhof says

| dont usually read this kind of book, but it seemed very well researched, and told in an easy way. But the
story isterribly sad and absurd...

Donald says

War over the environment in Tasmania has been ongoing for many years and no battle has been more furious
or longstanding then that of the forests. Asin many conflicts, the first casualty is truth. Thereis much
published material on both sides of the debate but Anna's book tries to walk the narrow path between.

It isclear however where Krien's sympathieslie. To alogger, in response to being asked where she puts
herself on thisissue, she says "I like nature. | like creatures.” While she doesn't spell out her position more
explicitly then this, the way she writes betrays her. Her words on forests and the animals that live within
them are filled with heart and emotion. On the economics and politics she's colder, more cynical and more
precise.

At the sametime | feel sheis not pushing an agenda. Krien's ajournalist embedded in the front line and she's
telling it as she sees and experiencesit. Trees are beautiful, the economics of woodchipping is doubtful and
thereisalong history of corruption in the politics of Tasmanian forestry. These are simple truths but Krien
does not treat them simply. Sheis careful to put thorough investigation behind her arguments. Her questions
and criticisms are aimed at loggers and activists alike.

Into the Woods doesn't provide a solution but instead gives us accurate portrait of the debate as awhole.
Krien'swriting is interesting and enjoyable and she very successfully puts a human face on the people of

both sides of this battle.

Highly recommended!



Anna says

Annoyed with myself that | missed this book when it was first published, although good to have the second
edition with the afterword update.

AnnaKrien's written a compelling account of Tasmania's forestry battles with all stakeholders - bar the
voiceless forests themselves - heard.

| was angered, outraged, saddened and educated by this book. Great read.

Liz says

Beautifully written and researched this book was an eye opener. While Gunns may be now gone, this book
remains relevant. The power one company had over Tasmanian, even federal, politics is astounding and
providesinsight as to how our shared natural wealth can be manoeuvred away from us, without public
consent, to the detriment or our environment and future generations.

Rachel says

A well written and interesting read. It brought home to me the greed of our society and the destruction
caused as aresult. Krien did not hide her bias, but her efforts to put herself in the frontline and chat to people
on both sides was admirable. There has to be a better way for Tasmania to go than continuing the decimating
forestry practices of the past.

Oanh says

Excellent; balanced but heartfelt, and disturbing concerning brazen corruption and lies of Tas. Govt and
Gunns.

And beautifully written: lyrical in many places with some well chosen imagery and always clear in her
meaning, explanations and confusion.

Damien Evans says

Great exploration of the logging debate in Tasmania. Anna Krien interviews all the groups involved and one
soon learns that it's not the greenies or the loggers who are the main players, it's the timber companies
(Gunns) and the paliticians that are the trouble. So much dodginess, lies, corruption etc. It'sfairly
disheartening although at least ends on a somewhat hopeful note.




Marg says

A very interesting read which brings up lots of information about the struggle to save old-growth forestsin
Tasmania. The author's research includes activists and their strong passion, loggers who have worked in the
industry for years, the politicians and the corruption of individuals and government departments and mill
owners. Reading the facts quoted makes one very sad plus very angry but my eyes have been opened and |
hope others will get to read this book and be enlightened

also.

Evan Micheals says

The last of the Anna Krien binge that | purchased two months ago. | have to say, whilst | love her styleasa
writer, this book was the hardest to get through (for me). Maybe it is the most remote in time and geography.
In this book her sympathies were more obvious, although she really tried to be neutral ...

She painted the unholy alliance between the (now defunct) Gunns and the largest two political parties as
corrupt (and if what she writesistrueit likely was). We are supposed to cheer the brave Greenies, and
sympathize with the toiling forestry men. It was just hard work to believe she was neutral and trying to report
both sides. It was clear she had picked a side and followed a cliché of the little people battling an evil
corporation. So | think this was her weakest work. She gave the veneer of the neutral writer that | like, whilst
her ugly opinions were clearly observable below the surface. The quality | like most her work is her ability to
hide her ugly opinions and be sympathetic to all. | am glad | read this book last, not first because | would not
have continued

Faux M aux says

There's no doubt that Anna Krien writes beautifully, and | value the way she puts herself front and centrein
her journalistic endeavours, wearing all of her vulnerabilities and biases on her sleeve. Her writerly voiceis
raw and honest, and very acute.

| believed in Krien's open-hearted analysis of the Forest wars in Tasmania, and thought she wrote
perceptively about the various interest groups and camps.

For me, though, this book veered into trainspotting detail. The material would have worked beautifully asa
long article, even as a Quarterly Essay-type length, but a book felt like it was pushing out the material too
far. | lost interest in al the minute machinations, and wanted a more macro view of things towards the last
third of the book.

But the lingering flavour for me was Krien's lovely writing, a pleasure to read.




Vireya says

I was looking for a balanced treatment of the issue, but thisisn't it.

In placesit is poorly written. The author employs some wacky descriptions. An office is described as looking
"wholesome, straight out of atimber yard in 1970s North Dakota." (pg 96) How is this meaningful to anyone
who perhaps didn't see a 1970s timber yard in North Dakota? How were North Dakotan timber yards
different to those in, say, South Dakota? Does the author have any idea?

A man stands between two dogs. "One dog is stiff and shuffling, while the other is determined to monopolise
my ball-throwing skills. [ The man] seemsto have a bit of each quality."(pg 214) What? He has trouble
walking, but wants the author to throw him aball?

Descriptions like this annoyed me and made this book difficult to read. In other places things which needed
explanation |eft the reader in the dark. What is the difference between quarter-sawing and back-sawing
techniques? We aretold it isimportant (pg 97, then referred to later in the book), but it is never explained.
No diagram, no description, just confusion.

Ultimately avery unsatisfying read, which | wouldn't recommend to anyone.

Jane says

Redlly very good. Ambivalent and washed through with shades of grey, very personal, angry, sad and
hilarious. The author never gets pompous, and is open about her own biases and flaws. If you liked The Tall
Man, there's a good chance you'll find this worthwhile.




