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Sandra Barnett says

Than You

All of these authors storieswas ajoy to read. | loved how each one built on each book! Praise God!

Dana says

A little over-kill having the 5 stories in one book. 3 went together, then 2 went together. By the time | started
the 4th story and realized that it was all different characters, | questioned finishing it. | did, but it slowed
down considerably. Not bad stories, just not a good grouping.

Purple says

| was disappointed in this collection. While the stories themselves were ok, severa of them were novellas
that were released in previous collections | had already read. These are pricey enough that | don't want to be
buying collections with stories I've already read.

Roberta L Blake says

Great Read

These books were like a breath of fresh air. | enjoyed every one of them. They are good for all ages.

Marg says

| was disappointed that all the stories were not in the same town with the same people. greatly enjoyed the
first 3 stories.

Lisa Johnson says

Title: The Alaska Brides Collection

Author(s): Tracie Peterson, Mary Connealy, Cathy Marie Hake, Kathleen Y’ Barbo
Pages: 476

Year: 2013



Publisher: Barbour Publishing

Thisis agathering of five novellas by four different authors with each author contributing one story to the
collection with the exception of Tracie Peterson who contributed two stories. None of these stories are newly
copyrighted works. They all are copyrighted 2007 and prior, but | didn’t realize that so | was disappointed
when | started reading the first story and discovered I'd aready read it! I’m not a big fan of novellas because
| just start to get to know the characters and get involved in the plot and the story isover. To me, the stories
seem not as well-devel oped and the ending abrupt.

The first three stories take place in the late 1800s, with the third story taking readers into the 1900s. The
fourth story takes place in the 1920s and the fifth story in the 1940s. Each story follows a budding romance,
but before that the story follows the lives and faith challenges the main characters must face. Whether it be
the day-to-day challenges of putting food on the table and surviving the extreme conditions in pioneer
Alaskato the death of a spouse, to choosing between a calling and a spouse, to questioning why things
happen when they do and what purpose do these events serve.

The fortitude of these women to survive in these extreme conditions was impressive. It sure made me glad |
was not born in any of those times as |’ m abig fan of modern conveniences! Their faith in God was inspiring
to read about, but again these stories fell flat for me. | just didn’t have enough time to connect with these
remarkable women before their stories were over and | was on to the next one, not really being finished in
my heart with the previous story...| wanted more details. | will say though that these stories were easy to
read and as each story was about 90-95 pages in length, | could read one, put the book down and then when |
had time again | could pick the book up not feeling lost in astory. All-in-all | would say thisisjust an
average read.

My rating is 3 stars.

Note: | received a complimentary copy for an honest review of this book. The opinions shared in this review
are solely my responsibility. Other reviews can be read at http://seekingwithallyurheart.blogspo... . Also
follow me on Twitter @Icjohnson1988, FaceBook at https.//www.facebook.com/lisajohnson...

Sheila Marks says

| really enjoyed this book! | didn't want to put it down and as | got closer to the end | wanted it to continue!
Alaska may be cold but the Christian romance warmed my heart!

Larik says

The Alaska Brides

Thisisacollection of five full novels; All interestingly written. | laughed through my first one — it set a grest
mood for the whole collection. Combine a stubborn Irishman and hardheaded proud Texan and your poor
belly will hurt from laughing. Meredith and lan’ s story is very sweet. Made me wish for Alaskan cold wild
life. Tucker brings great counteract to their love, threatening but not frightening. | loved it. But it is also the
reason | didn’'t like Tucker’slove story. He deserved so much more then the author gave him. If it were up to
me | would have made his story a highlight of the whole collection giving him all the love and respect he
missed out on in his hard life. But more later.

Braden hurt and burdened by hiswife's death in childbirth has decided that the only refuge will be by
leaving Oregon farm life to go to Alaskato live with his brother. Amy a Russian and Eskimo girl hasn’t
heard anything from her father and after she is pushed under the running horses she decides that she needsto



go and see her father never even bothering to heed God' s message to wait. But as the both are headed in the
same direction she crosses paths with Braden and of course with trouble that just won't stop following Amy.
Stubborn worse than his brother and also grieving Braden doesn't yield an inch to Amy, sheisdriven by the
mystery of her father’s supposed death. Only when risk is running too high and danger is way too close does
Braden realize that he can’t lose Amy. But God is good and there is a reason we should heed His message. |
loved their story. It stirred all kinds of emotion and that made it rich.

Tucker and Fiona' s story should be sweeter. They still got their happily ever after but it would have been
better if it came earlier. All that junk about The Right Thing is messed up in this book, more than messed up.
This book isthe reason I'm giving it afour.

Julie —a graduated nurse is finally going home to her northern Alaska. Home sweet home. But after being
held up in Doctor’ s office sheis driving home alone. And the blizzard hits. A kind stranger comes to her
rescue and in turn needs her to dig him out of the river. Only later does she realize that this stranger isalong
time friend of her brother’s August. Sam is smitten from first sight and even though Amy is responding to
his kisses, her confusion about her future and the plans she has been making are about to rip Sam’'s heartin a
million pieces. | loved the details about the quest to bring the Diphtheria antidote to Alaska. | was so taken |
read authors notes for the actual facts about the journey it took.

It isthe Second World War. Hitler’s cruelness is affecting even Canadian and Alaskan citizens so far from
the actual fight. Beth left awidow with two toddler boys is struggling to make a go of life without her
beloved Gary. August- Amy’s brother, is disappointed in God more than ever because God not only left him
abachelor but also blocked his path into the Army to fight in the world war. But then there is the threat of
Japanese attack on Alaska and Navy is pulling anyone willing to help build the Highway from America
through Canada and into Alaska. A great challenge. When Beth’ s boys wonder to the river and Phillip falls
in, awhole new chapter opensin Beth’s and August lives. Amazing love story. A story, that required
courage and faith and a miracle, to put these two together.

In al these books authors did an amazing job describing Alaska — its charms and its chclenges. The historical
facts from Gold — Rush to World-War. | loved it. Wilderness life, city life, navy camps ... these books take
you everywhere. And it amazed me. | knew so little about Alaska before this book now | fedl like | lived
there.

Disclaimer: | received afree copy of this book from Barbour Publishing, through NetGalley, in exchange for
my honest opinion.

I bjoy1953 Hannabass says

MY THOUGHTS ON THIS BOOK

The Alaskan Brides Collection is five historical fiction story written by five four amazing authors. One
author writes two of the stories. The storiesin this collection the authors, and a blurb about each story are as
follows:

Golden Dawn by Cathy Marie Hake.... Living on her twin brother’ s Alaska claim, Meredith Smith regularly
refuses marriage proposals that give her little hope for being more than amaid and a cook, but it isthe
neighbor, lan Rafferty, who offers only Christian friendship who intrigues her most. Will secrets from her
past bar her from any chance at aloving marriage?

Golden Days by Mary Connealy........ Amy Simons may be small, but she is tough and strong enough to
survive Alaska s worst—if only she can reach her father, atrapper in the wilderness. Brandon Rafferty hopes



to escape the grief of losing hiswife, but he didn’t expect to find another needy woman along the way,
another woman who will depend on him for strength.

Golden Twilight by Kathleen Y’ Barbo......... Feeling exiled to her brothers homes in the Alaskan frontier,
Fiona Rafferty’ s one goal isto get back to civilization to enroll in medical school, not to find a husband as
her father wishes. Can she make room in her dreams to include a man with a dark past—a man like Tucker
Smith?

A Light the Window by Tracie Peterson.......... Julie Eriksson is finally fulfilling her dreams of bringing
medical care to the Eskimos of Nome. Persistent marriage proposals from Sam Curtiss make her fearful of
having to give up her dream and disappoint her deceased mother. Then an outbreak of diphtheria banishes
such troubles from Julie’s mind. The only cure lies hundreds of miles away, across the frozen frontier.
Destiny’s Road by Tracie Peterson......... Beth Hogan loses her husband in World War 11 and returns to
Alaskawith her two sons only to find their remote village overrun by soldiers and civilians coming to build
the Alcan Highway. Then she finds a second chance at 1ove when she meets August Eriksson.

All of these stories are so well written and so wonderful, | wouldn’t even try to pick afavorite! Each story
features a young lady with struggles of her own, trying to fulfill her purposein life. | fell in love with each of
the ladies, and | read each of these storiesin one setting. And this is the awesome thing about this collection.
The stories are pretty short, so if you don’t have time to read afull long book, you will love these. Or if you
are like me, and just want something different and quick to read, you will love thistook. | just can’'t say
enough about how awesome these stories are, and | don’t want to tell anything much, because | will give
them away! But as you can see, the stories are written by four of the most amazing authors, so the stories
have to be just as amazing!!

And | can’'t leave out the book cover because it is beautiful!! | love the ragged edges, the cover and inside
flaps are so pretty, | have this and othersin this series on my coffeetable. Thisistruly abook that you will
want others to see in your home, and it makes areally good conversation piece!!

| received this book from the Barbour Books to read and review. | was not required to write a positive
review. The opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade
Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 55

Sandra Swartz says

| enjoyed the first three stories more than the last two, but still a good book overall.

Carolyn Tye says

The first three novellas seamlessly messed together. The second one, written by Mary Connealy had
hilarious moments. The last two, written by Tracie Peterson were good but not great. They seemed almost
cookie cutter.

Devon Franzella says

A light hearted read



| loved that each story built on the characters for the first 3 books and then for the last 2 books. | took this
series on my kindle on vacation and they were light hearted enough to read off and on throughout the trip.
Loved learning about Alaskatoo!

Barbara Labbe says

Enjoyable Read

I livein Alaskaand | enjoyed reading the Alaska Brides Collection. | like how the books build on each other.
The first 3 books are one continuous story and the last 2 were also 1 story. The research is true and the
fiction goes along with the history of Alaska. It’ s great reading Christian fiction of The Last Frontier.

Amy says

Uneven. Stories went downwards in quality after the first two.

Karen Korb says

About The Book: In this beautiful story collection, five women determine to make their homes in the Alaska
wilderness. From the gold rush, through a diphtheria epidemic, to the building of the Alcan Highway, their
God-given stubbornness hel ps them overcome the challenges, but will it keep them from experiencing love?

About The Author(s):

Mary Connealy writes romantic comedy...with cowboys. Sheis a Carol Award winner, and a Ritaand
Christy and Inspirational Reader's Choice finalist. She isthe author of bestselling Kincaid Brides Series: Out
of Control, In Too Deep, Over the Edge. Her work also includes Lassoed in Texas Trilogy, Montana
Marriages Trilogy and Sophie's Daughters Trilogy.

She al'so wrote Ten Plagues--a romantic thriller, and The Historical Society Murders--three cozy mysteries,
under the name Mary Nealy. Mary is married to a Nebraska rancher and has four grown daughters and two
spectacular grandchildren.Visit her website at http://www.maryconnealy.com.

Cathy Marie Hake is aregistered nurse who worked for many years in an oncology unit before shifting her
focusto perinatal care. The author of over twenty novels, she lives with her husband and two children in
Anaheim, California. Visit Cathy's Web site at www.cathymariehake.com.

Bestsdlling author Kathleen Y'Barbo is amultiple Carol Award and RITA nominee of fifty novels with more
than one million copies of her booksin print in the US and abroad. A certified family law paralegal and
former literary publicist, Kathleen has been nominated for a 2013 Career Achievement Award aswell a
Reader's Choice Award and several Top Picks by Romantic Times magazine. A member of American
Christian Fiction Writers, Romance Writers of America, and aformer member of the Texas Bar Association
Paralegal Division, sheis a proud military wife and an expatriate tenth-generation Texan cheering on her
beloved Texas Aggies from north of the Red River. To find out more about Kathleen or connect with her
through social media, check out her website at www.kathleenybarbo.com.



Tracie Peterson(Janelle Jamison) is the bestselling, award-winning author of more than eighty-five novels.
Tracie a so teaches writing workshops at a variety of conferences on subjects such as inspirational romance
and historical research. She and her family live in Montana. Visit Tracie's web site at:

http://www.traci epeterson.com

My Thoughts On The Book: | am not a huge fan of anthologies, a drawback from college days. Yet, | am
glad to have chosen this beautiful collection. The Alaska Brides Collection is so much more than just a
bunch of historical romances. | have always wanted to go to Alaska and these stories just fueled the fire even
more with their educational enlightenment of Alaska. | was hooked from the dog sleds to health outbreaks,
the restriction of women at the time to how people handled the summer midnight sun. Every story made me
wish | had lived there in the 1800's. As it aways goes with anthol ogies sometimes you will have awinner,
sometimes you will have a solid good read, and other times you will read the last chapter and call it aday.
This anthology is no different. | loved a couple, liked a couple and read the last chapter of one after trying to
plod through it. All in all | got ataste of several writers. | liked afew and will avoid afew. | would give this
book a3.5. You will definitely find awinner in at least one.

Disclosure of Material Connection: | received this book from Barbour Publishing and Net Galley.com. | was
not required to give a positive review, only my honest opinion - which I've done. All thoughts and opinions
expressed are my own. | am disclosing thisin accordance with the Federal Trade Commission's 16 CFR, Part
255: "Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonialsin Advertising.* Thank you for
alowing meto participate in this review.




