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On ableak and lonely heath in northern Scotland they recovered the body of the third agent sent out on this
mission. He had died - been murdered - of bubonic plague. It was up to Matt Helm to take it from there. For
somewhere among those desolate Scottish moors was a half-crazed scientific genius who could devastate
entire popul ations with one hideous, raging plague. It was Helm'sjob to get him . . . with the help of a
beautiful American operative who was supposed to be his wife, and a beautiful Russian operative who made
it clear she was his deadly enemy.
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From Reader Review The Devastatorsfor online ebook

Jim says

Very well read by Stefan Rudnicki & produced by SkyBoat Media. He really made another great adventure
for Matt Helm pop. He talks tough, but has a softer side - usually. Sometimes, not so much, & that's the best
part. It was fun to visit Scotland with him & meet Vadya again. She's a perfect match for Helm.

| was abit surprised at the mention of atactical nuke in this book, originally published in 1965. | thought
those came a decade or so later.

Thisisbook 9 of the series. Skyboat Media has book 10, The Betrayers. | bought it the other day & will get
to it soon. Can't wait even though I've read this seriesin paperback multiple times. It's aimost fresh again as
audio books.

Mike (the Paladin) says

Look, thisis not great literature. The 5 starsis (are? | was thinking "5 star rating” which is singular...but it
doesn't sound right.)for enjoyability(spell check doesn't think that's a word)/interest. | do hesitate to use the
word enjoy when it comes to our occasionally cold blooded hero but the book drew me in. Human foible |
suppose.

Here Matt has been sent to "dispatch” a....well that would be telling and | don't want to do spoilers. Sufficeit
to say Matt'sjob is not to arrest the person or persons involved but to, shall we say "remove them from play".

Up front people these are Cold War books. They are NOT politically correct. If James Bond has alicenseto
kill he could still take lessons from Matt (view spoiler).

I have mentioned why | missed these books and I'm sort of burning through them now. Excellent action
reads. Not much for emotional depth and angst, somewhat escapist but all in all excellent readsiif they are

what you're looking for. Nice when you're just burned out and need something fast moving and interesting.

Recommended.

Vikas Datta says

Y ou need a pretty devious mind to cope with the multiple layers of treachery that go in here but Matt Helm
manages to do so on hisfeet - excitingly absorbing but alittle too sanguine..

Bobbi says

These books are like M&M's. Love 'em but they make me fat.



Dennis says

Thislike all the Matt Helms are just fun reads

GeorgeK. says

"Oav?01un aTEIA?", ekd?0¢e1¢ BITTEP.

AATN 1OTOP?0 TNC OEIP?C UE 2P TOV EKTEAETT? MOT XEAU KA 2XW TNV EVT?Ian ?tl, 70w, €Al
N 1O AdNVALN AT? AUT?G TV 2Xw dlAB?0€l U?2XPI OTIYU?G, 20TwW KO Yo A0. 2X1 B?Bata 2t pe
OTIOYO?TEVLOE ? OEV HOUL 7PECE, K70 PANO, ATIN? EVI?TI OO K?TOI0 JULKP? TPOPANUATXIA.

To AoV, 0 MaT XEAW KOAE?Tal OV? VO TOPACT?0€El TOV TIOVIPEUAO HE IO CUV?2OEAPO TOUL KAl
UTIOT?0ETAL VA TEP?00UV HA{? TO YOUZALI0 TaE?d1 TOLC 0TO AOVONO. 7A0 ALT? TO B20TPO 1A Vav
ETIOTZUOVO TIOU &2PUYE ATE? TIC AUEPIKVIKEC UTTPEC?EC KA VIAT? LTIZPXE TIOAV?TNTA K?2To101 VA
TOULC T PO KOAOLBO?00V. TO B2U0 ENVAL 2TI AUT?C 0 ETNOTUOVAC 0OXOAE?TAL LE 107G KAl UE OKOTT?
TO K?pd0¢ 0evV B0 TO £?XE€ OE T?MOTA VA SIOOTE?PEL VAV, UE ATIOT?AECUN TOV BVATO EKATOUHLP WV
00?20V avOp?ruv. INa TII0UG SOUAE?EL 0 ETICTUOVOC KOI OE TIOIO CUYKEKPIUAVO H?P0G THE ZKWI G

KP?BETAI OVT?C KA Ol AVWOTOl TP?KTOPEC UIAC AVWOTNE X ?P0C;

AgV AW, €7XE HUOT?PLO, APKET? dP?0T KOl 2A0 TO KAAO?01A TV 10TOPID TOU NTVAAVT X 2UATOV,
OAA? VOU?L W ?TI K?TOIEC KATAOT?0EIG KAl K?To101 Ol PA0Y0l 2T o)X 0V A?Y0 a1t? aAnBogvela,
TOUA?XIOTOV GE GAKPION HE TIPONYOUEVEC |OTOP?EC UE TOV MAT XEAW. KAT? T'2AAd EuXOpIOT?0NKa
KOTOOK?MoUE KOl OUVWUOO?eC KAl N 700 TI?PACE YPYOPA KOl KUP2WE EVX7PLOTa.

Jim says

Helm goesto London & then up to the Scottish Highlands in search of a scientist who is devel oping diseases.
Asusual, plenty of action & Helmisat hislogical best in this one nicely compared to a very civilized British
agent. We also get to meet Vadya, Helm's Russian counterpart, again.

Helm's cold logic is one of the things | like best about these books. Our hero is sent to out to do an
assignment. They're not handed out for fun, but because they are very important & he gets the job done
without regard for sentiment, usually. Thisisvery well illustrated in this book when one agent says, "I
couldn't shoot her in cold blood." Helm asks exasperatedly, "What does temperature have to do with it?"

The characters & scenery are well drawn, the action is all very logical without extraneous nifty devices. The
timeisthe mid-60s & Helmisin his early to mid-40's.

Helm's age is a guess. He's supposed to be 36 in the 2d book, which would put his birthday about 1922 or 3.
In other books, he mentions attending college & working for a newspaper before the war, so that could push
his age up by several years.



Great read! On to the next book, The Betrayers!

Dave says

The Devastators is the ninth book in the Matt Helm series, possibly the most realistic spy fiction out there.
Helm istough, cynical, suspicious, and atrained killer. He's part of alittle known sguad no one talks about
that does the dirty work no one likes to talk about. Although there are twists and doublecrosses, the novel is
focused on what goes on in Helm's head-- such as who can he trust and why. It details the awkwardness of
agents posing as hushand and wife on their honeymoon and what it's like to deal with professionals and with
amateurs. Although there are mad scientist/ science fiction aspects to this story, the center of it ison Helm's
experience as an agent, not on who has the fastest ray gun or super secret shoe phone. The Helm books are
cynical and hardboiled and unsentimental. Helm can't always afford to be a gentleman or to ask first and
shoot later. This book pits agents from four different countries against each other and takes place in the
Highlands of Scotland. It also marks the return of Vadya, Helm's sexy Russian counterpoint.

Harv Griffin says

Not one of my favorite Matt Helms, but it has some good moments.

Matt gets some revenge against Vadya, who tortured him with a soldering iron in an earlier book. Although
Matt Helm only presents himself helplessto his enemies once in THE DEVASTATORS, he uses a Russian
agent to sell him out to a Chinese agent, which isanew twist for the series.

Let's count the stats on the Matt Helm Smooth Move. Number of times Matt Helm uses himself as bait, and
allows himself to be captured by the opposition (or presents himself directly to the opposition alowing the
opposition to do whatever they please with him).

0=DEATH OF A CITIZEN
1=THE WRECKING CREW
2=THE REMOVERS
1=THE SILENCERS

1= MURDERERS ROW
3=THE AMBUSHERS

2 =THE SHADOWERS
2=THE RAVAGERS
1=THE DEVASTATORS

In 9 novels that is 13 instances of the Matt Helm Maneuver.

@hga7

Delores Alger says

matt helm



James says

Thefirst MATT HELM adventure that slogged a bit in it's telling. Helm is sent to London and Scotland to
find an American scientist who has gone rogue and using his expertise in devastating plague experiments for
very bad people. However, there istoo much middle section boredom going on in this one. Too many ladies
for Helm to move about like chess piecesin arather boring game.

Tom Stamper says

Matt helm is sent to England on a phony honeymoon with a new wife that is really an assassin trying to find
and kill a scientist unleashing biological weapons. Wrapped up in the case is an old friend and English
equivalent that owes Helm for savings his life some years back and a pretty and dangerous Russian operative
that he also has a history with. The Russians, Chinese, British, and Americans al have a stake in the weapon
and have different motivations as what to do with it. The ending might not be atogether satisfying but the
journey is till pretty entertaining. | remember the quality of the early stories being higher athough I might
just be feeling some fatigue having read the last 3 in a short period.

Peter says

Matt Helm was the American equivalent of James Bond but without the flair and dash of the British agent.
This 1965 story has an interesting plot as Helm, on his “honeymoon” as cover, hasto find the location of a
mad scientist manufacturing deadly strains of common diseases somewhere in Scotland. Various other
agents and agencies are involved in the same hunt as the Chinese appear to be exploiting the scientist. The
action is good, the relationships very dated but at |east, like most 1960s spy novels, it's commendably brief.
25 dtars.

Ronald says

probably read in winter 1970

Jack Webb says

Scottish Highlandsturn

Thistime out, it's Scotland's turn for the Helm treatment. Quite the cast of charactersthistime, including a
deluded scientist and a lady trying to take over the world. Reminded me of the Fu Manchu books. Good
stuff.






