ESPERANZIA’'S
BOX of SAINTS

L N P [ i)
1 e L 1 By

Maria Amparo Escandon

Esperanza’'s Box of Saints

Maria Amparo Escandén

Read Online ©



http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints

Esperanza's Box of Saints

Maria Amparo Escandon

Esperanza’s Box of Saints Maria Amparo Escandén

Esperanza’'s Box of Saintsis amagical, humorous, and passion-filled odyssey about a beautiful young
widow's search for her missing child -- a mission that takes her from a humble Mexican village to the rowdy
brothels of Tijuana and ararely seen side of Los Angeles. Rescued from turmoil by her favorite saint,
Esperanza embarks on ajourney that tests her faith, teaches her the ways of the world, and transforms her
from afervently religious innocent to an independent, sexual, and passionately devout woman.

Esperanza's Box of Saints Details

Date : Published January 14th 1999 by Touchstone (first published 1998)

ISBN : 9780684856148

Author : Maria Amparo Escandén

Format : Paperback 256 pages

Genre : Fiction, Magical Realism, Contemporary, Novels, Cultural, Latin American

i Download Esperanza's Box of Saints ...pdf

@ Read Online Esperanza's Box of Saints ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online Esperanza’'s Box of Saints Maria Amparo Escandén


http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints
http://bookspot.club/book/898584.esperanza-s-box-of-saints

From Reader Review Esperanza’'s Box of Saintsfor online ebook

M?vog TOupA?¢ says

H rapouc?aon prope? va Tept ?2xel SPOILERS

H yeAo?a ko0 ?:

Mia yuva2xa Ea@uik? BA?TEL 0TOV QO?PVO TN KOV NVOE TNG V0V M0 TIOU TG OTIOKOA?TTTEL OTI N
K?pn tn¢ el. BaBi? BpnoKeLu2Uuevn TI?PVEI TOUC OY?0UC TNE, TO KOUTIOOKOVIA TNE, TO QYOAMOTXKIA
TNC KL apX?Lel va P?2XVEL OTA TIOPVE? TNE TEPLOX G TG KVOVTAC TNV TI7pVn, Gyoupn 2Tl N K?2pn
NG ?XEl TI20€l B2UA LOOTPWITY. PTAEI OK?UN KAl OTO GNUE?0 va TEP?0EI AaBpa?a Ta cvopa yid
va TNV P2el 0To AOC VTLEAEC OE HEYOATEPNC EUPZAEIAC KL XPNHUOATIK?C TANPWUL?G TIOPVE?.
TEAMK? WWP?LEL KI EPWITEZETAI V0V TOAAIOT? TOU KOTE TIOU OTOPAC?El VO TA TPAT?0El 7A0 yiO
X?pn G,

H ooBap? ekdox?:

H EoTeEpToa NT?0C, QWX ? LEPOKAMATI ?plo0d, (€l 0TO TAAKOTOATIV TnG B?pakpoul (MeEIK?) Kal
TPOOTIOE? va GUVZABEl ATT? TOV BAVATO TNE K?PNG TNG, MTAVKA, HET? ATT? EYXE?PION POUTVAC
(X?pa N EoTepVTo0 €87 KOl 070K XPVIA). ATA?, GEUV?, TATEIV?, UE OTOIXEI 20EIC YPOAHOTIK 2
W?0EIC, CUYKATOIKE? E TNV KOAANT? TN KAl BA?MOUY GATIOLV 2TEPEC. OP?0KA, ATAO?K?, E2r1 0T,
TPOOTIBE? VA Mo APl Ta KOUU?TIa NG (PAAoV V1pa dev avako?taée). Ta "kKp2uat?' tng ta
€EOUOAOY?TOL OTOV LEP?A TNC EKKANCG?0C TNE, TOU ?XEl EEOUOAOY?0EL KI AV ?XEl E£OUOAOY?OEL

YUVO KEC KOl VTPEC. EKEVN TNV NU?pa 2w N (W? TOL avaTp?reETal: n EoTepvtoa €720 otov
AYALOOUVO, BP7UIKO O0?PV0 TNC KOL{va ¢ TN ToV Zav Xo?2dag Tad?0, TOV A0 Vid TIG
OTEATIOTIK?C KATAOT?0€1¢. O 0TI0?0¢ A 0¢ TNC ATOK PALYE ?T1 N K?pn Tng Cei!!!

Kal ar? dw EeKIVVE 2Aa: 0 IEPWVOC LVEL 2PuvoE, TPOOTIOBE? VOl TN OUVET?0¢L, N EoTEpVTOO
UG OEV OIKO?El T?1OTA (0T CUV?XELX, GTOBIAK?, 0 1EP?0C OO ApX?0€l VO AYIT? KOl COPKIK? TN
YUVA KO QUT, TOU XPEI2LETAI 0WOT? KABodN o Kal 2X1 Xal? op2UaTa, 2UWC TRIPAUVEL TIOT?C
OTOV IEPATIK? TOU 7PKO KI OVAOKOL@?LETAL 2taV....aAA? B0 TO TOAUE OTN CLV?XELQ).

AV0VTOC 200¢ TIPOOWTOTIO?NON OTIC EATIEC TNC KAl Hia Al 080 0T OTEVOX?pLa TNG,
CUUTEPAVEL ALBA?PETA 2TI N K?pN TN AT?XON OTT? K2KAWUO THAEPATT?0C KI OpX?LEl TIC PPEVVEC.
Eal aTt?0TEVTEC O1 TEPITIAIEIEG TIOL (€l N ECTEPVTOO, €A AL ATTP0TEVTOC O TP?TOC TIOL A
YPOUUV0 TO BIBA?0, TO OTI0?0 OKPOPBATE? ETIKVOLVA AVUECH 0T BAAPN Kol aTO Y?A10, dNAOS?
210V A @rwx?, OXEONV AYPUHATN KAl AA?K? (UE TNV KAA? VVOoLa) Yyuva KA, QOPTWUN LUE NVa
OwWP? Ay?0V¢, 00?20VC, KOUTIOOKOVIA KOl T2UATO 7PXETAL AVTIL?TWIT HE TOV 0?0KOAO KOl OKANP?
K?00 TNG MEEIKAVIK?C KA TNC OHEPIKAVIK?C OPY?TEPA V2XTAC KI UWCE EEPEAEL XWP?C VA TN
Bt?00Uv ?va TNV TPOVHOT?00VV ? VO TN OKOT?00UVV, € Al agloba?uaato Tpyuati! Eidik? ato
ONUE?0 TOL K720 TPEIC KO A0 TIDOCE?XETAI KOl OE JOPOPETIK? A0 aV7A0Yd E TNV TEP?0TOCN
("?tav n EoTeEpVTO0 ?MECE OTT? TO TOO?AATO...EUXOP?0TNOE TOV OPX YYEAO MaPBpI7A, TPOCT?TN TWV
OP7UWV...2TOV TI2TUXE 1 070KOAN CLVTOY? LE TO YEMIOT? KOBO?p1a...0XOP?0TNOE TOV ZaV
Maokov?A MTOVI A, TIPOCT?TN TWV HOAYE?PLV KAl TWV VOIKOKUP...2TAV 1] Y?Ta TN XTUTT2ONKE ATT?
OUTOKVNTO KOl TN YA?TWOE, N ECTEPVTOO EUXOP?0TNOE TOV M0 Ppayk?20Ko TG AT NG,
TIPOOT?tN TLV (2WV...2TaV BPKE TO HEVTAYIV TIOU TNC E?XE XAP?0€El 0 X007? AOUC...eUXAP?OTNOE
Tov Zav Ma@vo?X10, TPOCT?TN TWV X0V WY avOp?rwv Kal TROYU?TwY. T?2pa 2rpeTE va
ELXAPIOT?0El TN ZVTA APT?ALA, TPOOT?TIAA TLV BUU?TWY ATRYWY?C -OEA. 126-127) de yVETAl ?Va
XOUOYEA?OEIC UE TNV TATEIV? KOl ATAOPK? {Ww? ? VA EEKAPDIOTE?C TP?XEIPA OTA Y?ALA UE ALTO?C



TOUC PTWY07C, Bapepvoug Me€ikavo?¢ Tou N {w? TOLG EAVAI Ol CATIOLY TEPEC.

H ECTEPVTOA KATAP?PVEL VA UTEL 0TO A0 VTLEAEC KPUP? KAI VO YVEL KI EKE? EaKOLOT? (A PO?
€EOUOAOYE?TAI GTOV LEPTU TNC, T?200 KO TNAEQPUWVIK?C, TIC AUAPT?EC TNE, OEV €V TA?0V OUOPT?EC!),
va {?0€l KI PANEC TEPITIZTELEG, VO WWP?0EL VAV KATZAVO0 VTpd, TAGIOT? TOU KATE, TIOL TOU
OAA?CEl TN VOOTPOTI?A (KI QUT?G E TN CEIP? TOL TNV KVEL VA EAVAVI?0El YUV KA) OAA? TOV
TPAT?El XWP7C SEPTEPN KOLBVTA 2TV EPUNVE?EL VO ONU?D 2T TP?TEl VO YUP?0El TI20W OTO OTI?TI
NG VTWG YUP?LEl OTO OTI?T TNC KAl OTVEL XOVTP? KARBY? LE TN CLUYK?TOIK? TNE VAT? KaB?plog Tov
@07pV0 NG "KI €Y? T?pa TO? B0 dW TOV A10;" TN pwt?el! TEAIK? N ECTEPVTON TNG OTIOKOAPTITETAL
0TI OKOUPI? TOU VEPOX?TN, 2Tl EANVAL KAA? KOI VO PNV 0vNOUXE?. Xapo?uevn, N EcTeEptoa BA?TEL
EA@EIK? O?MAA TNG TOV VXEAO TIOU TNV EVTI?MIOE ETNT?AOLC KAl TN {NT? o€ y?2u0. H ECTEPVTOA UG
OPVE?TAL TNV TP?TOC? TOL VIOT? T?7pA BP2KE TNV K?pn TNE KAl OeV TP?TEL VA ¢AEL OTT? KOVT? TNC.
Kavava mp?BANua, 2uwg! ATA?C 01 VI2ImavTpol T 7pvouV Had? Toug 0To A0G NV TLEAEC, TOV

M?pa TOA? KOA? BIBA?0, He EEKAPAIOTIK? OTIYUI 2TUTI, TIOU EIAIKPIV? OEV &2pwW AV N CUYYPO P0G
oaTIp?el TNV ATAOZK2TNTA KAl TNV EVTIOT?A TGV CUUTIITPIWT TNE ? LE 2E0va KAl dVapn
OKPIB?¢ auT TNV TI20TN TOUC O PA0UG TOLC OY?20UC U2C OEPXVEL 2T1 UTI?PXEL SV AN KAl B7Anan Ki
QUT? UTT?PXEL L7000 HOG KAL X2pN O AUT 2A0 UTIOPON VO YAVO0UV TIPAYHOTIK?TNTA KAl va
UAOTIOINBOV.

Me TIOA? wpa 20 UNV2U0TA AVUECA OTIC YPAUU?C, UE OVATPOTI?C KOl V0 VTOVO evAlA@?pov yia TNV
€€7AMEN TNC10TOP?0C, 070KOAN B ap?0eTE ALT? TO BIBA?0 AT? TA X?p10 A C. Baolk? atnv apx? 1o
OVTIUET?TIOA UE OKETIIKIOU?, OKEPTZUOLV 2T YPa i TN YEAO?0 EKOOX? TIO TTVW, TO YPPIHO
UG, TIOL EAVAL T?00 TIPOPOPIK? KO AOYOTEXVIK? TAUT?XPOVA, UE KO ?PIEC TRIPATNP?0EIG KA
€EEAEEIC, UE KATATANKTIK? OKIOYP?(PNON OAIKANPWUVWY XAPAKT?PWY, ENVAL KAl QKEAV?0a, € AW
0g YVETAL, K?TOL B0 KATOAZEEL. 2UO0LV GYOLPOC ?2TI N MTAAVKA VTWE 2TAV VEKP? KAl g2youpad TO
BIBA?0 K2t PANO P0EAE VA TE? KAI ?X1 VO KOPO2DAPEl ?va aoTeleuTe?. Kal o€ ByKa Xauvoc.
Kat?Aafa Tt onuavel va €200l LV0 KAl w¢ TO? €2001 JIATEBEIUVN VA @T2GEIC VIO TO T O? GOL!

ZTO EAANVIK? aT1? TNV QKEaV?da 10 1999,

Fermentum says

35
OK Quirky book. Being of Latin descent | understand the book more than the regular non-Latin. My
Grandmother had her saints too.

From the book, Some of Esperanza's saints:

Juan Soldado, the unofficial patron saint and protector of illegal immigrants

San Adjutor, patron saint invoked against drowning

San Antonio de Padua, patron of lost people and invoked by women who wished to get husbands.
San Francisco de Asis, patron of animals and pets,

San Gerardo Mayela, patron of housewives,

San Isidro patron saint of the rain and poor weather conditions.

San Judas Tadeo, saint for desperate cases.

San Martin Caballero “If you want your businessto thrive,



San Pafnucio, patron of finding lost, stolen, and misplaced things.

San Pascual Bailén, patron of cooks and housewives,

San Rafael Arcangel, patron of al drivers and travelers,patron of the roads,

San Ramén Nonato, always called on for protection against people talking behind one's back.
Santa Artelia, patron of kidnapping victims.

Santo Nifio de Atocha rescue from danger and violence.

Quotes:
Faith isthe most powerful shield against the worst, But you cannot force someone to believe.

wants,”

Marisa says

astory of searching for asign of how to live after losing someone incredibly close and important in your life.
Those months, and years can turn you into a different person, and taking along journey through mexico and
los angeles and back can give you all the answers you might need. She describes a three bedroom house in
Downey, with an overflowing purple jacarandatree, which isthe house i moved into and grew upin, |
wonder if amexican wrestler named Angédl lived there long before we did.

Wendy says

Esperanzaistrying to deal with the sudden death of her daughter Blanca, when her favorite saint San Judas
Tadeo appears to her in the oven door and tells her Blancaisn't dead after all. Thus begins Esperanza's quest
to find her little girl. Thisjourney takes her to Tijuanaand LA, into the seediest of apartments and brothels,
putting her in danger physically and spiritually. But despite the difficulties, Esperanza stays true to her faith
and loyal to the memory of her daughter. | love the style and format of the book, a mix of inner monologues,
confessions to the priest (probably my favorite parts), and other somewhat random conversations. Desperate
and hopeful, innocent and erotic, mystical and real, this book is intriguing and impossible to ignore.

Amanda says

| really liked thisalot! It was cute, adorable, and wonderful and magnificent all at the sametime. | giggled at
the ending, which was unsurprising but again, cute and adorable. If you're looking for afun, quick, and
interesting story, grab this book. It requires a bit of suspension of disbelief.

It's not quite on the same level as Isabel Allende, but Esperanza’'s Box of Saints has that same sort of fantastic
element to it.



Matt Carton says

More 3-1/2 than 4 stars. Thisbook really grew on me as | read. Esperanzais one of those characters whose
dogged determination wins out over what we might consider reality. By the end of this novel it doesn't
matter what istrue or not - | just admire that she has been true to herself. Thisisabook | had never heard of
had it not been for Goodreads.

Amanda says

| couldn't see how this was going to end well, but | definitely had a smile on my face asit finished.

Jill says

| couldn't help thinking as | was reading how awesome amovie this story could make. Not a big-
budget/blockbuster/blow stuff up type of movie, but one of those really awesome indie art-house type
movies where oven grease magically becomes atalking saint, we could watch the growth of Esperanza's
atars, the dingy settings, oh.. and the wrestling scene... So great.

Esperanza |l oses her daughter to avirus and, in her grief, Saint Judas Tadeo appears to her in the grime of her
oven window to say that her daughter is not dead. Esperanzais a devout Catholic and puts all of her faith
into her saints. She becomes certain that her daughter was sold into child prostitution and travelsto Tijuana
and eventually into the U.S. searching for her daughter by working in brothels, talking to pimps and
prostitutes, following leads that people give her along the way. She carries abox of saints everywhere she
goes and her collection grows as she travels. She builds altarsin brothels and becomes such a sensation that
she does pretty well for herself. | loved the characters she meets along the way. The priest, the tourist agency
manager, and the wrestler were my favorites. Some of them are so well-described that it's asif they are
sitting in front of you. Esperanzas voice is fantastic and her certainty in her mission despite her bizarre
circumstancesis really well done.

Dea says

Hmm. Okay. Let metry to tackle this. My feelings about Esperanza’'s Box of Saints are all over the place.

This book is pretty cute, which makesit hard to reconcile with the extremely dark subject matter. Honestly,
I'm not sure how the author did it. The writing islight and charming, but whoaisit dark. Like, every major
plot development is super horrendous and grim but described with vivid colors and smells and charming
scenes. It's kind of amazing that the author was able to accomplish this. (Thisis not acompliment... | don't
think.)

It's also repetitive, and | grew tired very quickly of the constant descriptions about Esperanza’s stunning!



gorgeous! beauty and the horrible men who want to... do... things... to her. This happens on just about every.
single. page.

Still, | somehow enjoyed thislittle novel ? | really wanted to see how it ended. (view spoiler) | don't know!
This book was adorable and awful al at once.

Christina says

Esperanza's Box of Saintsisashort novel, but onethat | truly loved. A spiritual woman, Esperanzalivesin
Mexico with her best friend. Both have lived livesfilled with tragedy. First, their husbands were killed in a
tragic accident. Most recently, Esperanza’s daughter died in the hospital unexpectedly. The book follows
Esperanza as she travel s through Mexico and the United States searching for her daughter, hoping to find her
alive.

Along her journey, Esperanza does things full of sin and lust-- anything if

she could just have her daughter back! Thislove and dedication really made me feel for her. | couldn't
believe what she was willing to put herself through. This book is so sweet and touching. Even if you are not
religious (as | am not) you will love this book.

R?dvan says

Vakit kayb? diyemem ama cokta bir ?ey katm?yor insana.

Finali biraz sagma olmu?.

K?z? 6lmi? dindar bir kad?n Esperanza. Cenazenin ertesi, bir azizin silUeti beliriveriyor mutfa??n?n
cam?nda. "K?z?n 6lmedi” diyor.

Ertesi gln bir kez daha ayn? senaryo.

Bdylece Esperanza ba? ?yor k?z?n? aramaya. Bir daha a gériinmiyor aziz ona. Ama vazgecmiyor
Esperanza. Y olculu?u gene kendi evinde mutfa??n?n cam?nda son buluyor. Me?er aziz efendi "k?z?n dlmedi
kalbinde ya??yor" mealinde bir ?eyler demeye ¢al ?72m??.

Ehi?te...

Amy Peavy says

| continue to love this book. Maybe | should read this again this year..

Mona AlvaradoFrazier says

Thiswas abook with an implausible storyline, but entertaining and well written. Thisis a story of loss,
friendship, and faith.

An apparition of a saint tells Esperanza that her daughter is not dead. She leaves her town in Mexico and
searches through the brothels of Tijuanaand Los Angeles, looking for her daughter who she believes was



kidnapped into prostitution. The assortment of characters she findsis often hilarious and not as frightening as
one would imagine happening in reality.

The novel isaquick read, rich in description, and hits on many aspects of Mexican culture and beliefs. |
understand that the writer wrote a screenplay for this book, titled " Santitos," directed by John Sayles, which
won severa film awardsin 2000.

The writer;s unigque voice and makes me want to read her second book, Gonzalez and Daughter Trucking
Company.

Holly says

This book does have afun premise: Esperanza begins a desperate search for her deceased daughter from her
small Mexican town to Tijuanato LA after she sees an image of the saint for desperate causes in the grease
of her oven window. However, the overall package doesn't satisfy and falls flat w/ too many conveniences:
Esperanzais gorgeous - but doesn't know it; she'sin and out of hideous situations - but doesn't get hurt;
everyone she meetsfallsin love w/ her - even the most despicable of men. She finally "wins' by exploring
her sexuality and by fulfilling theideal of physical beauty, riding off into the sunset w/ her "prince". Overall,
thisis a beach book - shallow, impersonal, unthematic, and predictable, not enough substance to support
those sections that are well-written (I enjoyed the Tijuana sections w/ Dona Trini and her mysterious milk
baths and favorite cow).

Chrissays

Quirky and interesting. Picked this book as part of my summer reading challenge - "Read the World"
category. It may not completely count asit ended up in Los Angeles...but I'm sure | will pick up something
else that fits the category. Esperanzawastruly all about Hope and Faith. Praying for the intercession of the
saints and carrying them both in her heart and literally with her. She prayed and because she was open to
God'swill, she even got an Angel in the deal! An interesting peep into the world of brothels and reflection on
what constitutes sin.




