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An ancient mogul has bought the power to live forever, but the strong young body he plans to inhabit has
other ideas. The battle for immortal life begins.

Immortal Life. A fantasy. An impossible dream. For now, maybe. But as we speak the moguls of Big Tech
are pouring their mountain of wealth into finding a cure for death. Don’t tell them they won’t succeed.

None of thesetitansis richer than Arthur Vogel. Thisinventor, tech tycoon, and all-round monster has
amassed trillions (with a T) and rules over a corporate empire stretching all the way to Mars. The
newest—and most expensive—life extension technology has allowed him to live to 127 years, but timeis
running out. Hislast hope to escape the inevitable lies with Gene, a human being specifically created for the
purpose of housing Arthur’s consciousness. The plan isto discard his used-up old carcass and cometo a
second life in ayoung, strong body with all appropriate working parts. But there’ s a problem: Gene. He may
be artificial, but he is a person. And he has other ideas.

As Arthur sets off to achieve his goal of world domination, Gene hatches arisky plan of his own. The forces
against him are very, very rich, extremely determined, and used to getting what they pay for. The battle
between creator and creation is joined as the two minds wrestle for control of one body.

This story isreal. Thetech isin development. The sponsors are the titans of industry well known to you.
Eternal life may very soon be at the fingertips of those who can afford it. Mixing brisk action, humor, and
wicked social commentary, Immortal Life imagines aday just around the corner. Welcome to a brave new
world that is too familiar for comfort—and watch the struggle for humanity play out to the bitter end.
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online ebook

Robert Davis says

My first finished book of the New Y ear (2018) and it is awinner!

The effect of technology on our lives asindividuals and the evolution of mankind.
What it meansto be human, what constitutes humanity and what qualifiesaslife.
The eternal search for human immortality.

These are some of the big time questions and themes of this book. Mr. Bing, aka Gil Schwartz, successfully
paints a picture of anear future, 50 years or so on, in which the world is managed/ruled by one single
corporate entity that has consolidated power, supplanted all governments, and runs the world from a
corporate board room comprised of old geezers who are teetering on the edge of the final goodbye and are
desperate to achieve a second helping of salad days.

Paulina Sanchez says

Thiswas afrustrating book to read. It involves subject matter that is fascinating but the author failsin
delivering agood riveting plot.

Immortality, according to Bing, will be achievable by putting our consciousness into the Cloud, all our social
media presence, our pictures that we upload, everything, can be put together in adisk and then uploaded to a
new printed body. So, when very rich old white men (and some women) read the age where machines can't
do much for them anymore, one man manages to get himself a new body and now everyone wants one.

Sounds good right?
Except Bing has to explain things in way too much detail but does not spend the time devel oping the
characters and their intentions. Unfortunately the book reads like a textbook at times, with just a few

paragraphs of actual action.

The most fascinating character is Stevie, a character that does not have a set gender and who is very
mysterious until they finally reveal their gender and their backstory in two sentences. Frustrating | tell you!

Another thing | didn't like was that it focuses so much on the rich people of the world, it only mentions the
lower classesin passing and always as inconsequential.

So, if you'reredly interested in aging and immortality, perhaps read this book, but don't expect much in
terms of character development, pacing, or even a satisfying exploration of the world.




Kelsey Wheeler says

So when | saw that a old mans memories or brain was going to be put into another person. | was like oh gosh
here we go with this again. | am saying this because not to long ago | just watched two movies where this
happened. Ryan Reynold's Self/less and Kevin Costner's Criminals which also had Ryan Reynoldsin it for
about 5 mins. | thought it was going to be aboring knock off of the movies, but | was wrong. It was more
likeif those two movies had a baby with a pervy Comedy Central movie Immortal Life would be born.

Stanley Bing definitely put a deranged humor on this "soon to be true story". Honestly | don't see why
anyone would want to go through what these characters went through, but | guessif you have the money
they gotta waste it on something and | guess some people just don't want to die.

There's two main characters, Arthur and Gene. Arthur is probably one of the most grotesque characters |
have ever met. He's afowl mouth, pervy 110 year old. Then there's poor Gene not knowing really what the
heck is going on until it'sto late. Gene isthe only character | really liked. | feel so bad for him and am
rooting for him the whole time. The poor guy is surrounded by idiots and evil people that just want him for
his body.

Now when | say Gene is surrounded by idiots, I'm talking about his girlfriend and her best friend. To not
spoil anything I'll just say she had multiple opportunities to help Gene and then one day she just randomly
realizes she needs to help Gene. Gosh, | could slap her.

Besides the very unusual characters, it'savery unusual world. People don't eat real food anymore. It's all
from a 3D printing! Even the birds and fish outside aren't real anymore!
| truly hope this won't become atrue story.

But all and al | enjoyed thiswild ride of weirdness. Especially the ending. The ending isjust hilarious!

I recommend this book to people that love dark humor, books with experiments gone wrong, and satire of
future events that could happen in our world.

Curious Reader says

The ideawas interesting.

Immortality!!!

"Soon to be true story”

Sounds interesting right?

Hope not.

Given the circumstances in the book. | really hope not.

Anyways the book was interesting. | like the concept. A page turner for sure. Go for thisif you like a good

sci-fi thriller.

Note: | received afree e-copy of the book via Net Galley in exchange for an honest review. Special thanksto
the author and publisher for giving me a chance to read it.



David says

Sometime in the future...

Trillionaire Arthur Vogel istoward the very end of along life that has been extended via all kinds of
artificial methods. Heis cranky, he is cantankerous, he is mean, and man, heisold. At 127 years, heis
determined to conquer death, and to that end, he has a person created to house his consciousness. This
person, Gene, iskind of ablank...but not entirely. And in time, his newly developed self comesto resist the
idea of Arthur being inside him. It leads to a rebellion on a planet dominated by one or two major
corporations al under the realm of The Cloud...

| have to start by saying that this sort of technology that would extend life or maybe make death rare or
obsolete kind of scares the hell out of me. | can only see it as something that would benefit the very rich,
who, possessing the key to destroy the great equalizer of death, will have yet another avenue to step on,
ignore, or otherwise destroy the poor. And lacking that great equalizer of death, where do we go as a people?
What do we do with ourselves?

These won't be nice people utilizing these technologies. Think of the worst people in history having access
to eternd life...not salt of the Earth types...not the saints or the do gooders, but people like Arthur, mean,
petty, and absolutely off his nut...

Luckily, this novel doesn’t destroy anyone’' s interest in aggressively pursuing these questions.
| liked some of the ideas of what will take place in the future. The concept of “Intercranial Shaming” is
tossed out, where the power of internet rage is concentrated on a person as punishment....very effective.

Immortal Lifeisfun, satirical and perhaps very prescient. As technology advances, we have to consider that
it is not always for the greater good. Here' s hoping that we know what we' re doing eventually.

L aura Newsholme says

Thiswas arealy witty book with a powerful message that just didn't quite hit the spot for me. It tells the
story of Arthur, abillionaire in the latter half of the 21st century who wants to live for ever and Gene, the
artificial human who is created so that Arthur can upload his consciousnessinto him. Thereisalot to like
here. Arthur isruthless, angry and rude but has made real contributions to the world, which makes for an
interesting set up. Some of the other characters however, are alittle bit one-dimensional, particularly the
women. There are some great comments about where we're heading as a society in terms of our obsessions
with smart phones, social media and connectivity generally aswell aswhat could be prescient predictions
about the global environment. Unfortunately for me, | just felt that the message was alittle too heavy handed
which ultimately hampered my enjoyment of the plot. | also thought that the narrative was quite unbal anced,
with alot of preamble for what seemed like quite a rushed third act. Overall, | think the author has some
fantastic ideas here but the execution let him down slightly.

| received afree copy of this book from NetGalley in exchange for afair and honest review.




Carlos says

The dumbest smartest book | have ever read . That'sit .

Michelle says

Painly speaking, Immortal Lifeis a disappointment. Meant to be a satirical cautionary tale, it fallsvictim to
its attempts at tongue-in-cheek humor. Meant as anod and awink to savvy readers, its references to tech
industry titans have all the feel of convenient name-dropping. The story is choppy, and the scienceis
nonsensical. Rest assured, thisis no Andy Weir blockbuster, although it is valiantly attempting to be just like
it.

There is no doubt that mankind has always been obsessed with living longer and finding that fountain of
youth. The premise that the Uber rich are actively seeking waysto live forever is not a stretch of the
imagination. What will strike readers as odd is the fact that it is the tech titans who are funding this
immortality research. Mr. Bing mentions ailmost all of them by first name to leave no doubts that he means
those giants of industry who created Apple and Microsoft and Teslaand al the rest. These are supposedly
the men funding projects that would prolong their lives — using everything from bio-engineering to artificial
intelligence to DNA cloning.

Thethingisthat if Mr. Bing had done his research, he would know that these titans have actively warned
against the use of artificial intelligence in any form. They have warned about the ethical issues with bio-
engineering. Their concerns are for the future of humanity, and they are not alone in that regard. They sit
right alongside the likes of Stephen Hawking when touting the idea that artificial intelligence and robotics
will mean the end of mankind. Knowing this information, it makes the entire premise that these One
Percenters would ever go so far as to use robotic arms, legs, and internal organs to extend their lives, let
along clone another human being into which they could transfer their personalities, utterly preposterous.

Granted, no one reading Immortal Life could ever take it as science fact or even science potential. The
science portions of the story are laughable. If anything these passages read more like wishful thinking rather
than anything possible right now. The theories mentioned and the science used throughout the novel have no
basisin redlity. For a science fiction novel, it appears to be more fantasy than science-based.

All this brings me back to theideathat Immortal Lifeis supposed to be a satire, but one has to wonder what
exactly it istrying mock. One can see the ridicule of our obsession with youth, looking young and staying fit
aslong as possible. However, it is difficult to take the novel serioudly let alone use it as a magnifying glass to
highlight faults within modern society. In attempting to scorn certain trends, the story goes too far into the
incredulous making it ineffective at the very thing it was trying to do.

Carlos Mock says

Immortal Life: A Soon To Be True Story by Stanley Bing

Imagine aworld where machines rule. Corporations are in charge, and the lifespan has gone up to 120 years
thanks to computer technology that can replace dying organs (via 3 D printing of cloned cells).



Unfortunately, it hasits limits. Arthur Vogd -- mighty Vog -- isthe richest man on earth. At 127 years, he's
running out of options. Vogel's scheme is to build a young body into which his consciousness can be
transferred, “a permanent solution to the problem of death.” There’s only one hitch: That newly created
body, named Gene, is not so keen on serving as Vogel’ s receptacle, which leads to aviolent conflict with
worldwide implications.

Stanley Bing — the pen name for Gil Schwartz -- gives us a satire of absurd gadgets, virtual life, and techno-
billionaires flips all the right switches. Narrated from the universal point of view, the book tries to define
"consciousness,” whether we are talking about human or Artificial intelligence consciousness. At one point
Gene --the receptacle -- saysto Livia-- hisgirlfriend -- about sharing his consciousness with Arthur's; "It
was like being locked in a nightmare and not being able to wake up." p 184.

Andinthe end, Amy an artificial intelligence machine in charge of the world's cloud says: "I'm very real to
myself. | am human. And here | live, forever in darkness and aloneness, dreaming of real life as other
people's lives pass me." p. 273

My complaint with the work is the use of the universal point of view. Y ou don't know who's doing the
talking because we go from one point of view to another -- and then back -- without warning. Characters

become caricatures, no one knows what they really feel.

Great concept, poor delivery!

Ron Charles says

Stanley Bing's zany science fiction novel "Immortal Life" sparks along the cutting edge of immortality
technology. Arthur Vogel, the solar system’ s wealthiest man, has no intention of going gentle into that good
night. At 127, his body is mostly made up of synthetic parts around a “ desiccated nugget of flesh.” Every
morning he snaps on bionic legs and pops in electronic eyes. His 3-D printer creates a fresh phallus for each
amorous engagement. But “there were limitsto the art of life extension,” Bing warns. Vogel's schemeisto
build ayoung body into which his consciousness can be transferred, “a permanent solution to the problem of
death.” There’' s only one hitch: That newly created body, named Gene, is not so keen on serving asVogel’'s
receptacle, which leadsto aviolent conflict with. . . .

To read the rest of this review, go to The Washington Post:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entert...

Stephanie M cCracken says

I will say that | enjoyed many of the concepts that this author explored with this story, such asimmortality,
the depressing reality of aging and mortality, and who or what can be considered as aliving, sentient being. |
admit that Arthur is hardly alikeable character, which was obviously intentional, but | believe that seeing the
world through his point-of-view fleshed out some of the fears that many readers may have about getting old
or their own mortality, which is avery difficult thing to face. Though the novel was touching on some very
deep concepts about humanity, it never explored these ideas with much depth so, in that regard, | was quite
disappointed.



Admittedly, the story lost its momentum after the first third of the book. Aside from the pacing, ancther thing
that bothered me was that many of the aspects of this "soon to be true story" was quite unbelievable. For
instance, | found it inconceivable that 60 years from now, formal governments worldwide will no longer
exist and will be replaced by corporations. Also, a new species of humans arose as a result of evolutionary
changes that occurred from society's perpetua dependence on technology. These creatures, which cannot be
classified as humans biologically, literally had pin-shaped heads. Though both elements were quite intriguing
aspects of this universe, the author did very little to make these concepts convincing or believable to the
readers as only a single page was utilized to explain both.

Aside from Arthur (and Lucy haha), | was also alittle disappointed in the characters. Bing spent quite a bit
of time describing characters, like Sallie, yet, in the end, these details never evolved into anything
consequentia. | was looking forward to a surprising revelation about Sallie, for many reasons, but that never
happened. Liv and Gene were very boring characters, which made reading this novel more difficult because |
found myself not caring about either of them.

Finally, the ending was just okay. There was one aspect | really liked about it, which explored one of the
themes that | mentioned previously, but, overall, it was still very predictable.

Renee says

Entertaining read about what the world would (will?) look like as humans and technology become entwined
in new and creepy ways, especially by the super rich. Lots of tongue-in-cheek humor, though the edginess
got alittle old by the end. Folks who enjoyed "Robopocalypse" would probably enjoy this (and vice-versa).

Bandit says

Immortality, the final frontier. Well, one of them anyway, there's also space, of course, for purists. But in this
book space has been conquered, Mars renamed Musk (yikes) and technology has reached such extensive
global prevalence that death remains the only thing to conquer. Until recently it's been prolonged, but the
powersthat be, particularly Arthur (atitan among moguls), desire more. And now he's going to get hiswish.
Though there might be awrinkle or two in his plans. Conscience saved and transferred doesn't sound all that
far fetched, actually, and certainly isn't a new concept, particularly in the realm of science fiction. What
makes this book different isthat it isn't just scifi, it'salso aclever social satire and a meditation of boundaries
in aworld that's taken connectivity to a genuinely frightening level. Took awhile to get into the book for
some reason, but then it's wink wink nudge nudge tone won me over, it really is quite funny and reads very
well and quickly. Nice ending, very apt and the final takeaway is very satisfactory. Very entertaining look at
adisturbingly plausible singularity scenario. Thanks Netgalley.

Denise says

I won an uncorrected proof of this book in a Goodreads giveaway.



Arthur Vogel istherichest man in the world and is 127 years old. Those who can afford it, replace whatever
isailing them to extend their life. A mixture of biologic and mechanical parts. It isn't all hunky dory though.
They're practically shriveled little imps that reminded me of Y oda and can practically only eat bland mush.
For fifty years Arthur has had Bob, his head scientist, working on away to give him immortality. Bob finally
doesit.

Geneis created to give Arthur the body he wants. He is supposed to be an amost empty shell, but
unfortunately for Arthur, he has devel oped a sense of self. When Gene discovers what isin store for him, he
resists.

"A Soon To Be True Story"? | hope not.
Stanley Bing is extremely talented. | enjoyed hiswriting style. The story just flowed and it only took me two

daystoread. | didn't want to put it down, but sleep finally beckoned. | totally recommend it and | will read
more of hiswork.

Bookteafull (Danny) says

Fuckkkk this book.

I understand that with sci-fi novels the creation of new worlds comes with new terminology, but the amount
of superfluous data dumping presented in this book is beyond ridiculous. The author would spend pages on
end explaining one concept but not others, the result being that countless amounts of new high-tech
terminology presented in the book turned into meaningless babble. Y es, the terms may be common sense to
the charactersin that universe but seeing as the universe does not actually exist, readers have no idea what
the fuck you' re talking about.

The writing was also awkward and would go from this high-tech and, for lack of better words, science-y
description to “you’ re so juicy, buttercup” and explanations of screw-on penises. Wif.

| read about 40% of this novel before | decided to give up on it - from what | read the story progress very
minimally and was centered around one decision and scene, as well as the character’ s responses to it.

Huge disappointment.




