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How was it early Christian reflection on Jesus emerged so rapidly and with such a high degree of definition?
What patterns of interpretation, already in known in late second temple Palestine, crystallized around the
person of Jesus Christ and hiswork? Margaret Barker believes that Christian theology matured quickly
because it was the return to afar older faith. Those who perserved the ancient tradition rejected the second
temple, and longed for the restoration of the original, true temple and the faith of Abraham and Melchizedek,
the first priest-king. In this fascinating discussion, the author refutes the scholarly assumption that crucial
Christian concepts, such asthe Trinty, the earth as areflection of heaven, and the cosmic nature of the
atonement, are informed by Greek culture. Rather, she argues, they are drawn from the eclipsed faith of the
first temple. '[Margaret Barker's] interpretation of temple theology should not be ignored by anyonein
Judaism and the origins of Christian faith.' John McDade, Principal of Heythrop College, University of
London.
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Katie says

| sat down and read this whole book in one sitting!

| found it fascinating and interesting that a methodist preacher, through her scholarly biblical studies, has
tried to reconstruct the temple and its significance to Christian theology. And how her studies have led her to
reject mainstream " Christianity” ideals such as the concept of the trinity, atonement, and a heavenly mother.
The Nicean creed was what established a common belief of what Christianity is known today, but when
Barker really tried to understand Christianity the way it was practiced and meant to be preached, she realized
these were false ideas and (in avery complicated way) tried to explain how her findings hold some sort of
substance or credit.

This book is not for the light reader, it is an intense read - one which the author doesn't take time to explain
things and assumes that you already have a prior knowledge of what she is talking about. It feels more like a
lecture, or lecture notes, than awork of non-fiction. And there were afew times where | felt like something
was "missing"” it lacked just something, some sort of proof, or it wasn't very cohesive in the way she was
trying to tie everything together - and | think that her section on "Wisdom" was a stretch (for me).

All'indl, | found it quite fascinating and very interesting and would have to say | agree with most of her
ideas. One | want to explore further isthe idea of Dueteronomists (Law of Moses) vs. Abrahamic Law... or
old vs. new... or 1st temple vs. 2nd templeideas. | really think that this would explain why there are so many
discrepanciesin our Bible and why certain books are referenced but have been removed and we have no
canonization of them.

Nicole says

Thishas alot of referencesto modern LDS Temples. Very interesting read since the author is a Methodist.

Dustin says

One of the best books | have ever read. | picked this up after reading afew of Barker's papers online. The
book is short so | didn't know if it would add much but it gave a much clearer overall picture of Barker's
thesis. The book is abroad overview so it helpsto already be familiar with some of the biblical issues she
discusses. Barker uses awide variety of sourcesto make her points, showing her ideas have alarge base of
support in ancient sources. Her thinking and drawing together of so many texts is what makes the book so
interesting in my opinion.

Kevin Christensen says

A brief one volume introduction to her work. It consists of a 2004 overview of her work, and chapters on



Covenant, Creation, Atonement, and Wisdom. Concise, clear, and insightful.

L ou says

Fascinating book. Dr. Barker caused meto look at the Old Testament in awholly new light, and the more |
read, the more | can see how Ancient Christianity (i.e., the Catholic and Orthodox) aretruly heirsto the
traditions of Solomon's Temple.

| dso highly recommend her Temple Mysticism.

Ronda says

Thisbook is very interesting for those interested in the ancient history of temples. But it is tough book to
read if you have not read much of this scholarship before. She does not assume you are new to this topic and
jumpsright in to give a summary of the research. Several interesting topics include evidence that early
Christian worship was centered around templ e traditions. Evidence of two streams of Jewish tradition one of
which dominated the Old Testament since the "Deuteronomists’ major reforms beginning in the reign of
King Josiah. In this tradition Maoses, the Exodus, the Aaronic Priesthood and afocus on the law and
obedience were emphasi zed, the feminine divine was excised and temple worship was centralized to
Jerusalem. The other stream based on Abraham, Melchizedek, Isaac and Jacob with its greater focus on
interactions with God was de-emphasized or shunned. Her argument that is that when Jesus began to teach,
the reasons his teachings spread so quickly and powerfully among the people is that his message appealed to
those that still felt drawn to perspective of greater personal spirituality rather than a primary focus on
obedience to the law.

For me the last chapter on Wisdom was completely worth plowing through the dense parts -- here she
explained how the worship of the divine feminine was probably lost in the purge and the symbols that
represent her that can still be seen.

Steve says

It's abrief book, yes, it's an introduction as the title suggests. The book ends a bit abruptly, but | did enjoy
myself reading her research. | think Barker has done some great work showing how the templeis rooted
deeply within the New Testament and Christianity. Her work has caused much much discussion along these
linesand | think it is something that anyone who values Christianity should be aware of. Y ou don't haveto
agree with all of her conclusions, of course, but the book isworth the read. I'll keep my copy an will be sure
to reference it from time to time in my studies.

Steven says

Thisisafascinating little book with a very different approach to understanding the nature of temple worship
during the period of the first temple in Jerusalem--Solomon's temple. Traditionally, Josiah's reforms are
understood as a purging of idolatrous practices. Barker proposes that the reforms represented the death knell



of the original (and true) temple worship. The author demonstrates that the early Christians had and
understanding of the ancient temple worship that had been corrupted and replaced.

This study presents the ancient temple through the concepts of creation, covenant, atonement, and wisdom.
Her association of the creation with the temple and some of her thoughts regarding Melchizedek and the
High Priesthood will be of interest to LDS readers. Barker is an independent Biblical scholar and her point of
view is guaranteed to sometimes resonate with sometimes irritate readers.

Carol says

While| don't agree with all of the reasoning in this book, | found it a fascinating study and | learned alot.

Sharman Wilson says

Margaret Barker is a British Methodist minister/scholar who finds two very different Judaisms when
comparing the period of the first temple (Solomon's) and the post-exilic temple (Herod's). Her research is
fascinating! Mormons will feel right at home reading about the ancient expectation of the Messiah as one
after the order of Melchizedek, the great high priest. They will recognize references to the Tree of Life and
Wisdom, the Heavenly Queen. The list goes on. Highly recommended!

Zachary says

Thisisobviously arecapitulation of Barker's previous work, and so one can only expect that she would take
some things for granted that she otherwise might not. Even so, the student of Judaism and/or Christianity can
hardly be expected to take Barker's claims seriously from reading this book. There is no apparent method to
the madness. Barker succeeds in culling together handfuls of obscure traditions from across great distance
and time, and from disparate communities, harmonizing them in highly dubitable ways. This book contains
no sustained exegesis of an entire book or passage and a glance at her bibliography confirms the suspicion
that it is an extended exercise in what can appropriately be called "cherry-picking." On that point, why, pray
tell, in abook largely about Christian origins, does the Quran have more citations than Acts or most of the
other books of the NT? Why does Justin Martyr claim 6 citations, while none of the Pastoral Epistles appear
at all? Briefly put, there are no apparent historiographical controls operative in her selection and use of
primary sources.

Additionally, Barker doesn't let her readers know that virtually every major point in her historical
reconstruction of Judaism and Christianity is highly controversial; to the untrained eye, Barker's claims may
seem innocent enough—she writes very confidently—but many of her most important claims are completely
idiosyncratic. Of course, that doesn't make her wrong, but readers should be aware of such things.

With that said, some of Barker'swork is valuable. First, the Temple(s) has been a greatly under-appreciated
component of Jewish and Christian history and literature; Barker does us all afavor by drawing attention to
it once again. Second, Barker has taken seriously the fact that both Judaism and Christianity, from their very
beginnings, were diverse movements, and that features of each that we have often taken to be "orthodox" or
"normative" were not always so. Third, Barker has also taken seriously the

cosmol ogy/angel ol ogy/demonol ogy/etc. of early Jewish and Christian literature, things which must receive
more attention in biblical scholarship (see a so the works of Michael Heiser), especially the influence of



Enochic literature on Jesus and the NT authors. There are other argumentsin this book that deserve more
attention, and could prove fruitful if pursued in earnest; the argument attempting to connect Asherah with
Lady Wisdom and the woman giving birth in Revelation, for example, isintriguing. Perhaps "intriguing" is
the most appropriate, if not charitable, 1abel to apply to Barker's work, both in Temple Theology and
elsawhere. If only she would work more systematically, and within more strict historiographical constraints,
there would certainly be greater results.

John says

Temple Theology is a short book, but is packed with information. | picked it up because | read about
Barker's research on afew LDS blogs, and | was curious what it was all about. Barker is an independent
biblical scholar. Her research, at least in this book, focuses on the importance of the temple in early Christian
worship.

Temple Theology is divided into four sections. Creation, Covenant, Atonement, and Wisdom. | personally
found the sections on creation and atonement to be more interesting and insightful than the sections on the
covenant and Wisdom, but that is probably due to my LDS perspective and limited background when it
comesto hiblical scholarship. (I don't know Hebrew or Greek.) A lot of what Barker wrote was a bit over my
head, but there were several places in the book where Barker described something about early Christian
temple worship that fit quite well with LDS doctrine. (For example: Jesusisthe LORD of the Old
Testament.) There were even a couple of spotswhere | felt | was enlightened about some of the symbolism
that can be found in LDS temples today.

Interesting, but definitely not for light reading.

Steven Wedgeworth says

Disappointing by Barker standards, but laid out in an accessible fashion. Read this one before her other
works or not at all.

Sirpa Grierson says

Mormons build temples. So did the early peoples of New Testament times. So why don't other modern
Christians or Jews? What did happen to temple worship between the first temple period (Solomon) and the
second to have Christ call it corrupt? How does the Mosaic Law figure in? Who was Melchizedek? Margaret
Barker is an amazing scholar and unconventional thinker. She goes into places where many scripture experts
fear to tread and does original research from primary documents that keep being unearthed in the Middle
East. Even if you don't agree with her conclusions on the split between the Deuteronomists and the earlier
covenant people such as Abraham (known to Jews and Arabs as the father of the covenant), thereis so much
to think about in her writing. | know that | will take this one off the shelf to ponder many times. For more on
Barker, go to her website: http://www.margaretbarker.com/ Also hear her interviewed by the Backyard
Professor on Y ouTube ;)



Mike Day says

| liked her stuff on Mary... some of thiswas really good. On page 91 she writes:

The Lady’ stree of fire appearsin another story, where her demise is the preface to the story of Moses and
the Exodus. The burning bush was her tree of fire. The story of Moses learning the new name for God at the
burning bush is recognised by scholars as the point at which the compilers of the Pentateuch joined together
the two traditions. Abraham, Melchizedek and the patriarchs were joined to Moses and the Exodus, and the
God of the Patriarchs was renamed. At the burning bush a voice said that the name to be used in future was
yhwh (Exod.3.15). Later, we read: ‘God said to Moses: | am the LORD. | appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and
to Jacob as El Shaddai, but by my name the LORD | did not make myself known to them’ (Exod.6.3).
Ezekiel had described the voice of the Living One as the voice of Shaddai. Now Shaddai has been trandlated
in various ways, most often by Almighty, but the usual meaning of this Hebrew word is breasts, suggesting
that El Shaddai had afemale aspect. In the stories of the patriarchs, El Shaddai was associated with the gift
of fertility: ‘May El Shaddai bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you' (Gen.28.3); ‘I am El
Shaddai; be fruitful and multiply... kings shall spring from you' (Gen.35.11); ‘El Shaddai... who will bless
you with the blessings of the breast and of the womb...” (Gen.49.25). If the story of the burning bush does
represent the transition from the older religion to that of the Deuteronomists, then we should have an
explanation for the later Christian custom of representing Mary by the burning bush. Thisfiery tree had been
the ancient symbol of the Mother of the LORD; sometimes Mary is depicted literally within the burning
bush, sometimes there is simply afiery tree named ‘the Mother of God’, and sometimes the burning bush
ikon depicts Mother and Son surrounded by the angels of the weathers, that is, the angels of Day Onein the
Holy of Holies.

I'm all, okay Margaret, thisis good stuff. | had not equated El Shaddai with the holy mother, the consort of
El Elyon, or Elohim. Good call.

Later on page 93 she writes:

The Lady was never really lost. Throughout the Bible and related texts, there is awhole network of
symbolism through which the characteristic Wisdom theology was transmitted. Much of thisis now more
familiar asimagery associated with Mary. It appears, for example, in Akathist Hymn, where Mary is
described as the Queen and Mother, the fiery throne, the dwelling place of the light, the lampstand, the fiery
chariot of the Word, the food that replaced the manna, the tree of glorious fruit from which believers are
nourished, the scent of Christ’s fragrance, and the unburned Bush. The roots of all thisimagery liein the first
temple, which had been the house of Wisdom, the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of the LORD. In view of
her importance, it is not surprising that the great churches were dedicated to the Holy Wisdom.

Probably my favorite part of her book was her take on Mary and the creation of the veil during her early
years asit applies to Hebrews 10 and Christ's body being symbolized in the actual veil in the temple that
separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place.

She writes:

The association of the veil and incarnation is set out in the greatest detail in the Infancy Gospel of James, an
early Christian text which depicts Mary as one of the young women chosen to weave the new temple veil.



She was given the purple and red wool to spin, and as she was working, the angel spoke to her. Thus she was
making the new temple veil while she was pregnant. (The angel speaking to Mary as she was spinning
became the icon of the Annunciation.) It is possible that this was just an early legend, linking the incarnation
and the vell, but, given that Herod was refurbishing the temple at that time, it is entirely possible that Mary
had been atemple weaver working on the new veil.

Resurrection asa Theosis
On page 23, Margaret Barker talks about the resurrection and how early Christians viewed it... she writes:

In temple theology, resurrection was not a post mortem experience. It was theosis, the transformation of a
human being into a divine being - which came with the gift of Wisdom; and theosis, described in various
ways, was at the heart of temple tradition, together with the belief in a resurrected anointed one, a resurrected
Messiah. The Christians thought of themselves as angels on earth; Jesus had exhorted them to become sons
of light (John 12:36; see also Eph. 5:8 ‘walk as children of light'), Paul reminded the Thessal onians that they
were al sons of light (1 Thess. 5:5)...

| will say that Margaret Barker does not seem to be a big fan of Second Temple Judaism. | will have to read
more of her work to get a better feel and read on thisissue, but Josiah's reforms do not seem to sit well with
her. | will add that history iswritten by the victors, and whatever it was that people who followed Asherah
were doing before Josiah has been largely stripped from history. | will continue to keep searching down this
path and see where it leads.




