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From Reader Review Uneasy Alliance for online ebook

Erina says

baguuuuuss.....

LemonMarch says

Uneasy Alliance was originally published in 1984 by Harlequin as part of their Harlequin Temptation series.
As a long time fan of Jayne Ann Krentz and all of her other pseudonyms, it was interesting to read one of
first books. Ms. Krentz's talent shines through in a book that while out of date in some ways, the quality of
the writing is there. It was a thrill to watch the verbal back and forth between Mr. Buttoned Down Sexy aka
Torr Latimer and Spunky Gal Abby Lyndon. However I had to roll my eyes at times as Torr had to get all
macho manly and step in to deal with the big bad and stupid blackmailer, as Abby was freaking out and in
need of Mr. Rich Business Man Boyfriend to handle the problem. I could accept reading such howlers in
characterization and plot, because this was basically par for the course in contemporary romances from the
mid 1980s.

BJ Rose says

I usually enjoy a JA Krentz book, but this early attempt (1984) is really bad! I'm very glad I got it as a library
book.

Lisa says

I knew when I picked up this book that it was old and the romance would be dated, but I still wasn't prepared
for just how creepy and abusive the hero, Torr, was.

The story begins with Torr and Abby sitting next to each other in a flower arranging class. He's controlled
and disciplined, she's flighty and disorganized, yet she "fascinates" him. Even though they haven't spoken
more than a few polite words to each other, he decides that he's going to become her lover whether she
agrees or not and goes about forcing that to happen. He strong-arms her into letting him drive her home that
night and baldly states that he wants her in his bed. She says "no thanks, I'm not interested, please leave."
Instead of leaving, he forces a kiss on her, making sure to grind his hips against hers so she can see how
much he wants her. That appears to settle the matter for him and he insists that she end any other
relationships she might be having at the time because he refuses to "share" her with anyone else. She claims
to be upset by his arrogant assumption that she now belongs to him, but her arguments are just lip service.
She still lets him do whatever he wants in the relationship from that point on.

She starts getting blackmail letters and is planning to get out of town for a while when Torr intercepts her on
the way out and demands that she come with him. This is after they've shared one kiss and a single dinner
date in which he wouldn't let her choose her own food. She has made no commitment to him, yet because



he's decided he wants to "possess" her, she is not going to be allowed to leave town without him. Despite
barely knowing Torr and being aware of his pathological desire to "own" her, she still gets in his car and lets
him drive her out of town to a lonely cabin in the woods. If this were a mystery novel, she'd have been
murdered in that cabin. It's completely ridiculous for her to go with him. And the worst part is, she actually
KNOWS how crazy it is! She spends the whole drive there and the first few days in the cabin being
desperately afraid of him! She's literally giving it a 50:50 chance that he could turn out to be a psycho killer!
This is not what romance is built on people!!!

Their first time sleeping together happens on the first night at the cabin and makes no sense whatsoever.
She's constantly on the verge of a panic attack when she's around him because she recognizes that she barely
knows him and he could turn evil at any moment. And she's anticipating him pouncing on and raping her at
any time because he's been so candid about how she belongs to him and that he WILL be her lover in short
order. A little later in the book we find out that Abby dated a man about 2 years ago who turned into a
possessive psycho, constantly accusing her of cheating on him and even beating her at times. She had to quit
her job and move to another town to get away from him and yet here she is with Torr who behaves just as
possessively?! It makes no sense! She basically lets him bully her into sleeping with him the first time and
she even panics just before he takes the last step and changes her mind about going all the way but he tells
her it's too late. She's not allowed to back out now because she belongs to him.

And things never really get better. Even after their first night together, Abby is still afraid of Torr. Especially
when the blackmailer sends her newspaper articles that suggest Torr might have killed his wife 3 years ago.
Abby is totally able to believe the possessive, domineering Torr who insisted she belonged to him after only
one kiss is capable of killing a woman who defied him. She is on the verge of running off into the night just
to get away from Torr when he pounces on her. He physically restrains her from leaving and even thinks in
his inner monologue that he'd never give her "her freedom" because she belongs to him. It's such an abusive,
stalkerish, psychotic rapist way of thinking! And then later that same night she decides in her mind that she's
in love with him. WHAT?! She's spent the better part of a week afraid of him and that entire day worried that
he might be a murderer, and he's physically blocked her from leaving and promised that he'll never let her go
and yet we're supposed to believe that she fell in love with him somewhere in there? It's Stockholm
Syndrome. It has to be.

The story progresses and the blackmailer is revealed. (view spoiler)

Mojca says

Some people have complained that this story hasn’t aged well. But, beside the “archaic” dialogue or two, I
would politely disagree. Yes, the hero, Torr, was a jackass. Overbearing, dominant, possessive, didn’t take
no for an answer when he knew what he wanted or thought he knew what was right. A very Alpha hero. If
this story was written twenty or thirty years later as a paranormal, no one would even arch an eyebrow. But I
guess, as long as the hero is some ancient immortal being (be it vampire or Alpha shapeshifter), his
overbearing nature is oh-so hot and oh-so right. But if it’s a romance written in the eighties, the hero
suddenly becomes a Neanderthal and whatever he does to the heroine is borderline rape.
I’d say it was the contrast with the heroine’s character, that made Torr out worse than he actually was. She



was a doormat most of the time, letting him do whatever he pleased despite all her protestations about
disliking overbearing men. It was her character, contrasting so starkly with his, that made me want to smack
him with a cast-iron pan. A good two-handed grip and let loose.
But once the story started rolling, and especially in the end, when it became clear Abby had clear TSTL
tendencies, I actually apologized to Torr (in my mind) for wanting to bash him with that pan. No wonder he
was the way he was, asserting his will all over the place, telling her what to do and how to do it, determined
to protect her no matter what...Because she didn’t know better. She was a flake, all over the place with her
vitamins and her I-know-better, I’m-a-woman-and-won’t-be-dictated-to attitude. In the end, I actually felt
sorry for the guy.

So, no, the rating has little to do with the hero, quite a lot to do with the heroine (she annoyed me more and
more as the story progressed), but mostly the low rating is because the story itself is redundant. The
blackmailing scheme could be solved with one simple phone call.
Idiotic premise, redundant story, stilted pacing, annoying heroine, jackass hero...Did I miss anything?

Marie says

One of her earlier works. The female protagonist could be a little less helpless.

Sheryl Tribble says

This is definitely one of her older ones where the Alpha Male is woefully overbearing, but while it's a long
way from as good as my favorite JAKs, I enjoyed it for what it is. He's overbearing, not cruel.

It does kind of make the argument that men who are demanding and possessive and overbearing and
sometimes downright domineering are fine so long as they love you, which I am not a fan of. If that's the
kind of relationship a couple wants, fine, but when a guy seems to think that, if he loves a woman, that gives
him the right to domineer her before she's even made a commitment, that's something else again. I think in
the end it's reasonably clear that this hero is type one (based on his actions in another relationship), but he
kind of skirts the edge pretty close sometimes.

Chinablue_25 West Bostedor says

Ok so what this book lacked was the development of the characters and their relationship. As the reader I felt
jilted at the lack of seeing their relationship bloom and evolve into something special. The man in this story
is very possessive, domineering, and down right bossy. Now I can get behind that kind of a man to an extent.
There was a few times the things he said and did were just a tad extreme when you take into account how
much the chic was fighting him on it. Plus add to the fact that the two characters really didn't know each
other well, and you as the reader had no relationship development to be able to accept his possessive
behavior. Women generally do like a possessive man....as long as she feels the same way about him. Women
only want to be independent and separate from a man if she is not 100% head over heals in love with him.
Don't get me wrong, you still need some alone time, but after a couple nights I end up missing my husband
terribly. I never felt that the characters connected. The guy def showed more interest in the chic, but the chic
seemed to only show attraction when he was seducing her or being extremely sweet and comforting. Mostly



he was bossy, demanding, and yelling at her to do what he tells her. HA! As if! I would have enjoyed this
book more if the author had developed the characters more, their developing relationship, and toned back the
bossiness with the guy. Then it would have been a good book. By the way, totally figured out the whole
stalking/blackmail thing right away. Thought that both characters were kinda dumb not to have been thinking
of the guy right out of the gate, but whatever.

Miki says

This book one of the very worst ones I've ever read. It's a total waste of paper - someone should call
Greenpeace to protest this wanton destruction of trees.

Torr and Abby meet in a Japanese flower-arranging class. Abby's arrangements are chaotic and wild. Torr's
are clean and austere, a model of restraint. So, of course, they are attracted to one another. He is possessive
and over-protective - she is impulsive and not to be restrained. Uh-huh. First thing he does is to tell her that if
there any other men in her life, they must be gotten out. Now. Immediately. Because they are going to be
lovers, no matter how she tries to get away from him.

In the first love scene he tells her - and here is where uncontrollable laughter began - that she reminds him of
a flower. Her "waist is as slim as a daffodil". Her breasts "are like two very delicate, very luscious orchids".
(Side comment: I have seen lots of orchids. None of them has ever made me think of breasts. But then,
maybe it's man thing. Not.) Next..."and your sweet little rear makes me think of a gladiolus." A
GLADIOLUS??? At this point, any sane woman would be kicking his butt out the door, but no-o-o-o. SHE
replies..."not a Venus Flytrap?" By now I am nearly sick.

Other deathless lines are:
"You are a woman and need a man to keep you out of mischief."

"The woman is a menace. She ought to be chained to the kitchen sink with a leash that's just long enough to
reach to the bedroom. I plan to invest in some long, sturdy chains."

And my personal fave, on her first visit to Torr's home....."With a woman's unerring instinct, Abby headed
straight for the kitchen".

It gets no better. Torr keeps insisting that Abby "belongs" to him, even when she explains that a former
abusive lover has made her wary of such behavior. He claims to be logical and restrained (he should be
restrained with a court order, but hey, that's just me.) At the end he tells her that he will be "...demanding and
possessive and overbearing and possibly (ya THINK??) even downright domineering at times. But I will
love you as long as I live and that, my wary little wife-to-be, will make all the difference."

Difference to what, may I ask? Surely not to the plot.

Read at your own risk.

Azet says



That the impulsive and independent heroine Abby Lyndon and the overwhelming and serious hero Torr
Latimer met in art of Japanese flower class- just made this Romance more unique and alluring! It gets better
with a incredibly adorable heroine, a Hot in Pursuit of a sexy hero and a dangerous revenge-obsessed Villian
after her.! Yeah it can`t get better...

I love the scenes where Torr throw flowers at Abby`s naked body before ravaging her...its simply so sensual
and sexy! A very possessive and demanding lover , Abby simply couldn`t stop his intensions of protecting
her and making her his. According to him, she is his and made his possessive intensions clear from the start.
Abby is a creature of impulse and that made her face a lot of trouble which Torr saved her from every time.
They will have a very loving and passionate marriage life ahead of them..everything but boring.

Melanie says

Hmmm... I love this author usually, but although I kind of liked Torr, I found him WAAAAAY too
overbearing... I don't mind an alpha hero, but this was taking it a bit far... He walked all over the heroine, and
if any man ever treated me like that I would smack him! I'd give it 2.5 stars...

Mary says

I love Jayne Ann Krentz. Saying that, this has to be one of her very first books because it is not good. Let's
just say she got A LOT better at writing.

Jane (PS) says

It was better than I expected. Given everyone's reviews, I was thinking there would be a really 'dominant'
scene, but whilst Torr was overbearing at times, Abby was pretty chilled about it all by the end... Some of the
current PNR are just as dominant (if not more so) - it's just that because they are werewolves etc, they can
get away with it. Remembering that it was a M&B from the earlier '80s etc etc etc - I thought it was pretty
good.

Ginger Mcclintick says

It was good but have read other books by her that were better.

Alicja says

I really like it. I like the mysterious and dark hero. I like crazy and colorful heroine . I love the hero cornered
"the one" - definitely and slowly. I like how she slowly gave up.




