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From Reader Review The Class for online ebook

Cynthia Peña says

With this book, I first felt how it was to miss the characters. They were cast in a way that was almost factual,
like they were people I knew who had become a part of my life. Maybe that was why I felt a longing for
them afterward.

Harshit Sahay says

A really wonderful saga of 5 students of the Harvard class of 58, this novel packs a magnificent saga into
some 500 odd pages. While it doesn't exactly thrill and mesmerize, it still manages to create exactly the right
amount of interest in the reader. Adding realism to the story by including events like the Vietnam War and
the Middle East Conflict really helps one relate better to the loves and laughs of Andrew, Jason, George,
Danny and Theodore. One of the few drawbacks was that the ending could have been better, as I felt that a
few things were left for imagination. On the whole, this is must read for anyone who is looking for a good
story, and my advise put be too read it with an open mind, rather than getting your expectations too high.
Full marks for the storyline.

Kasia Kopyci?ska says

Ksi??ka jest pisana troch? jak streszczenie filmu - narrator opisuje scen? a potem wyja?nia, co i dlaczego
czuje bohater. Kto? zostanie pochwalony i poczuje dum?, komu? umrze ojciec i poczuje smutek - autor nam
wszystko cierpliwie wyt?umaczy, bez obaw, nikt nie zostanie z ty?u.

Wydarzenia s? takie, jak musz? by? w sztampowej powie?ci - kto? po?wi?ci si? karierze i ?ona od niego
odejdzie, wyg?aszaj?c p?omienn? przemow? w holu (potem bohater b?dzie patrzy? na szcz??liwe rodziny i,
jak wyja?nia narrator, czu? smutek i t?sknot?), kto? wst?pi do armii, wi?c oczywi?cie b?dzie chwacko
?artowa? z towarzyszami broni a? do bohaterskiej ?mierci w akcji, kto? pojedna si? z ojcem na ?o?y ?mierci
itp, itd.

Wyobra?am sobie ekranizacj? tej ksi??ki, to by by? taki film z Karolakiem.

????????? says

?????????? ?? ? ????? ????? ???? - ?? ?? ???????! ??????? ?????? ????? 600 ????????, ?? ???? ? ?? ?? ?????
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???????????, ?? ??????? ????????. ?????? ?????? ????? ?? ???????? ?? ??????, ?????????? ?? ????????? ???
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????????? ?? ??????? ????? ???????????? ???????????? ???? ? ???????, ?? ? ???? ?????? ?? ?? ???? ???????
????? ???? ?????? ?? ? ?????? ??? ? ???? ?? ?????????? ???????????.

Eugene says

the story revolves on the life of 5 Harvard students and their life and career they pursue after they have
received they degree. Five different personalities from different backgrounds and orientation who managed
to be admitted at Harvard. The author was able to establish the uniqueness of each character and illustrates
how they were able to reach their success – as each of them defines what success is.

Abhinav says

Have you ever read a book that has the undefined power to take you through a journey even when you know
that you are not a part of the theme but still feel the happiness, agony, frustration that the characters go
through? That is what makes this work special, yet awesome and that is what you call the class in real sense.

Written about The Harvard class of 1958 (though fictional), Erich’s story circumscribes around the lives of
five main characters who enter Harvard as children and exit as men who defy all the obstacles to become the
heroes of the class of 1958. One peculiar virtue of Erich’s writings has been his mesmerizing way of defining
his characters be it Love Story or be it Doctors (I haven’t read others) and how these characters, being
special in their own, capture the theme of the story as a unit. The story talks about Danny Rossi, who breaks
away from his father, to transform himself from a musical prodigy to an icon that the whole world bows
when he takes the stage. There is Ted Lambros, who spends his Harvard years as a commuter, ascents to the
top and finally achieves what he always craved for: tenure at Harvard. Then there is Jason Gilbert who is
born as a hero, lives his life as a hero and also dies as a true hero. George Keller, the Hungarian, enters
Harvard barely knowing the intricacies of English language but masters everything to reach a place where
everyone aspires to be but only a few dare. And lastly, Andrew Eliot, who could not satiate himself with his
entity and purpose of life, eventually finds solace at the end.

A good story cannot be but a striking balance between the ups and down of the life. And this is where Erich
Segal has proved himself time and again. This reveals itself from the fact when Andrew writes in his diary “I
guess he just didn’t know how to be happy. That's the one thing they can't teach you at Harvard”. Although
all these men find whatever they ever desire, one thing they ultimately realize that there is one more thing
that is above success, above all and that is happiness and it is priceless. The people get so much blinded by
success that they forget that there even exists a word in the dictionary called success and that is what the
author has tried to convey to his readers, and to this world. Another interesting feature that I could make out
is Erich Segal’s ability to involve real events like war, elections etc and playing fictionally with the real
characters that have stood out in the history, which makes this novel all the more real and less fictional and
that is what enthralls the readers.

In my opinion I would juxtapose this book with all the other must reads because it truly justifies what we say
in literal sense “vicarious thrill” of reading any book.



Ayushi Nayak says

I really, really, really want to get beyond the free sample of this book. Too engaging!!!

Done reading. Erich Segal, if you ever read this, do tell me if Andrew Eliot got married to George Keller's
ex-wife.Its pretty important to know so as to have that complete reading experience. What a lovely, lovely
book. I think this is one of those books that fulfills all my needs and taste I look out for in a book. Only
because I don't belong to the class of '58, I won't say that this book defines my life or rather how I want it to
be. But, it did come to this close *shows her thumb and forefinger while distancing from each other them for
about a millimeter* *winks*.

I recommend this book to whoever can read this review. *winks again*.
Ciao

Malgorzata Leszczynska says

Przyjemna, wielow?tkowa lektura, przy której mo?na si? zarówno po?mia?, jak i zasmuci?. ?wietne kreacje
bohaterów, w których z ?atwo?ci? mo?na odnale?? samego siebie. To typ lektury, przy której dobrze si?
odpoczywa i odrywa od codziennych obowi?zków. Polecam :)

JoPaul says

Do you know how it feels reading an Erich Segal's?

Well, it's a comforting arm when you're somber. Better than your favorite TV show. It's just so good you
can't help asking why did it end? You'll gonna insist that he's supposed to write longer or in a series. And the
best thing is, after you read it, you'll never learn to forget it- the specific details of the plot, the undying
lessons learned and the complex yet realistic characters in the story.

That is why I admire and like him the most. He's better than best. The author doesn't give you exaggerated
apocalyptic series nor out of this world fantasies. He doesn't spin a yarn just for commercial success nor to
achieve fame and be recognized. He is a writer and more than that,AN ARTIST. The greatest in his
generation

The Class, to be honest, was at its best. It's more mind-boggling than Jodi Picoult's, more thrilling than John
Grisham's, more intriguing than Dan Brown's, more magical than J.K. Rowling's, more better written than a
Pulitzer's, more precise than a history book and more inspirational, motivational and life-changing than Og
Mandino's.

The novel spreads into discreet lives of Harvard Class '58. The school took its responsibility of polishing its
students to become future dignitaries-the most sought after, most famous, most powerful, most enviable and
elitist. On the contrary, to be happy was out of the prospectus.



More often than not, the limelight focused on five figures namely  Jason Gilbert  an undefeated tennis
player who stopped law school after her Jewish dreamboat dies of terrorism in her homeland. As he unfurled
the place of his ancestors, he discovered his Jewish identity, which his family had successfully hidden and
ended up a hero defending his country for freedom and equality.  Danny Rossi  a musical prodigy who
rivaled with his brother for paternal affection. He exhausted himself in piano sessions which put him at the
top of the world's best pianists, winning a Grammy's Tony's and Pulitzer's. Overwhelmed with fame and
recognition, he paid the price by having an unsuccessful marriage and later on a neurological disorder which
stopped him from playing the instrument.  George Keller  an Hungarian who left his unloving father during
a raging war. He entered Harvard with only one arsenal of hardwork, not even a familiarity of the language.
This ingenuity he possessed resulted for him to master the English language. With his political prowess,
enviable positions in the U.S. Government were given to him but because he had been haunted by his past,
his indifference and selfishness resulted into a failed marriage and personal disappointments.  Ted Lambros 
a Greek classicist who hoped to be a HARVARD PROFESSOR. He plunged himself into writing his 2nd
book after his alma mater dumped him. This struggle was a statement of vengeance which resulted into a
divorce and a paternal fiasco.  Andrew Eliot  pressured by the ancestral legacy, he was less heard because
his life was not at all eventful but what's important was that he had a job, a family (though broken) and a
daughter who reciprocated his love.

What's amazing about this book is its web of stories, from more than skin deep dilemmas to sacrificial lambs
for success, from historical accounts of war to U.S. Presidential history, from racial inequalities to women's
power, from moments of love to unhappy endings.

I shall emblazon in my mind the lessons I learned in  The Class . Reading this book arouses a sense of envy
to Harvard students.

Basit Naseer says

Strong characters.. excellent message.. One sees the real picture of his life at the end and will be able to
differentiate the real success and happiness with the smaller periodic achievements which were aimed at and
thought to be the victories..

Varun Goel says

A wonderful story that takes you through the lives of five different characters and makes you attached to
them. It shows the different turns that one's life can take. It makes you feel sad seeing most of the characters
end up the way they do, and makes you realize what you are today would not be how you would be
tomorrow. Nothing, success or failure, lasts forever. Fame, power and money should not be the goals of life.
A life lived for oneself is without meaning and will not give one eternal happiness or satisfaction.

A lot to take from the book!



Anupriya Sinha says

"The Class" is truly class apart. the characterisations of each of the five Harvard alumni is so intricately done
that you feel connected. Very complex issues addressed with each of the 5 members ranging from political to
religious to marital to power struggles. All explicitly addressed for each member, one at a time, yet
consecutively, through the years. Nothing, success or failure, lasts forever. Fame, power and money should
not be the goals of life.
A duly recommended book !!

Vivian Valvano says

What can you say about a novel by Erich Segal? (Sorry: I couldn't resist writing that.) This was actually a
pretty enjoyable read. Not anywhere near great, but not anywhere near the bathos of "Love Story," either. I
read it only because I knew that one character writes a musical version of a portion of "Ulysses." His story is
but one of many threads in the novel, but I'm glad that I read it. And I finished it in Dublin, just before
Bloomsday. The class in question is the Harvard class of 1958 (Segal's own class ... surprise!). It's the time of
their 25th reunion, and thus it's time for a look back on "golden days" (or - not so golden?) Segal is hilarious
(unintentionally, I trust) when going out of his way to show off his knowledge of Greek and Latin classics -
but that's okay. He was a respected classicist, after all,even if he took his lumps as Jennifer and Oliver's
creator (probably laughing all the way to the bank). The lives and loves of Harvard '58 make for a bit of a
time capsule. The appearances by historical characters is too heavy-handed. The diarist, class member
Andrew, is interesting. Most interesting: the tale of the Jewish class member character whose parents had
assimilated so thoroughly that he knew nothing of his heritage; he discovers it, to results that come closest to
good writing. As for that pianist/composer/musical wunderkind - Joycean ideas fomenting in my brain.

Rafal Szymanski says

The novel follows the life of five different people, from the time they enter Harvard as eager freshmen
wanting to change the world, to their graduation anniversary 25 years later. We have an eager pianist
wanting to reach the top of the world, a Hungarian immigrant who wants to join to the highest ranks of the
White House, a hard working Greek dedicated to study of the classics, a sporty blonde gentleman who
conquers others at tennis and squash, and finally a son of an aristocrat, who is trying to find out his part in
this world. Personally, I read this at a very appropriate moment - I am currently in my third year of
university, and seeing the stories of fresh graduates unfold before my eyes, showed me the various different
life paths people take, and the dificulties encountered along the way.

I found some motivation in the book. Most of the characters are phenomenally motivated and hard working.
Danni Rossi, the pianist, practices piano every waking moment. George Keller, the Hungarian immigrant,
who speaks no word of English when entering the US, is able to learn it in 3 months by studying, reading
every New York Times from cover to cover including classifieds. Another character claims he has not seen
him sleep. Seeing exhibitions of such hard work, I look at myself, and the time I misuse, with contempt.
After graduating, the book looks at the next 25 years in each of the characters lives. There is happiness,
disappointment, sadness, success, revenge, lust, love, among others. Each characters has his own adventure,



and you can find many themes and messages, but for me, considering the love and family struggles all the
characters go through, one of the main messages, would be "happiness is only real when shared". I hope to
take at least this out of the "The Class".

The novel is long, nearly 600 pages, and some editing, cutting out some subplots/substories could have
helped reduce the size. Still, I highly recommend it, especially for people still in university, or fresh
graduates, all unsure and scared of the paths life will take them on.

Alex says

The prototype for Daniel Rossi is Joseph Raposo - Harvard 1958 (the same year as Erich Segal's) graduate
(see http://www.thecrimson.com/article/196...).
Jason Gilbert and Ted Lambros carry some traits of Erich Segal's own persona.
Andrew Eliot is WASP idealistic symbolic figure, whom Erich Segal admired in his young years
(compare with Oliver from "Love Story").

Thin San says

Oh My !!! This is one of the most powerful books that I've ever read.. You never know what you will
encounter in your life. Ups and downs.. Success, failures and sacrifices.. Love and Cheat.. All connected..
I never wanted this one to end.
After the last page, I just hugged it. :')

Khushi says

Entertaining!! Childhood, life at Harvard ,pressures ambitions , relationships and profession . Our parents,
people who touch our lives and people who leave our lives impact it in certain ways. A book that leaves us
thinking. Studying in one of the best college, ambitions to reach the top and some do make it to powerful
places.Still emptiness in personal lives! Who is a successful person ?

Ravi says

Though I never traveled to America but I Certainly did graduated from Harvard... All credit goes to Erich
Segal.... The book is so moving that I still believe that it is the most engrossing and entertaining text I have
ever read.

The buildings and their stories ..Yale and Harvard and their rivalries ....
Just by reading the book you become an integral part of it.

A great read ..really if you want to be the part of that class...take a deep div into the The Class... Believe me
if you want to graduate from Harvard...and that too without ever travelling to America...just read it...



Rajan says

It a very emotional and romantic story of students of Harvard university and it traces there journey from the
class to big bad world and how they cope. must read.

Marta says

Lo que parecía un simple tebeo resulta ser una apasionante crónica del contexto histórico de Estados Unidos
a lo largo de 30 años, a través de la vida de 5 graduados en Harvard en el 58. Personajes muy bien
caracterizados, historias reales y creíbles que permiten abordar temas como política exterior (Camboya,
Vietnam, Israel-Palestina), la ambición académica, el éxito y la fama, el divorcio... Muy recomendable.


