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From the moment Hannah Sanders arrived in town, she felt there was something wrong.
     A lot of houses were for sale, and the town seemed infected by an unearthly quiet. And then, on Hannah’s
first day of classes, she ran into a group of cheerleaders—the most popular girls in school.
     The odd thing was that they were nearly identical in appearance: blonde, beautiful, and deathly pale.
     But Hannah wants desperately to fit in—regardless of what her friend Lukas is telling her: if she doesn’t
watch her back, she’s going to be blonde and popular and dead—just like all the other zombies in this town. .
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From Reader Review Zombie Blondes for online ebook

Colleen Scidmore says

I picked this book up close to a year ago at a library book sale near my house. I don't even remember if I
purchased it or my son but somehow I ended up with it. And for the life of me I don't know how, because
when I picked this up out of my TBR pile my first thought was "What the hell was I thinking with this
book?"! But It is only 232 pages and I figured one less book in my stack and because it's so short I could
endure a bad read.
But that was not the case. I actually kind of liked the book. It was written much better than I expected. It did
have some annoying parts like Lukas, who keeps telling Hannah over and over everyone is a zombie. She
doesn't believe him but still continues to be his friend and they have the same fight over and over when he
brings it back up. That got old fast.
But the book also drew me in to Hannah's dilemma, of having to be the new girl constantly because her dad
moves them around every couple of months or so. And her desire to make friends with the popular girls and
be a part of something for once and not labeled as a loser like Lukas. I felt the impact of how her dad's
lifestyle was affecting her. So much so that she overlooks Lukas' warnings and some undeniably weird
goings on in the town to try to fit in anyway.
It was definitely interesting trying to figure out if Lukas' rants were a product of his obsession with his
gruesome horror comic books or if there is truly something wrong with all the clone like cheerleaders in
Maplecreek. But you will just have to read it yourself to see!
Which I do suggest if your in the mood for a short, pretty entertaining and not to deep type of a young adult
book with a splash of horror. Maybe just don't read late at night!

Hannah says

This book was okay. There was nothing really special about it, but it **kind of** kept my interest.
I liked the overall idea of the book and the zombie theme. However, I think it could have been executed a
little better.

For example, I picked this up hoping to get some major zombie action. Well, it was until the last 20 pages
that Hannah even found out that they were zombies. And, even then, there was no flesh eating awesomeness,
for the conclusion was blah. It just took waaaaayyyyy to long for the author to confirm the existence of
zombies. Anyone who saw the cover would know this book was about zombies, so why take so freakin' long
to get to the point?
I found all the physical abuse kind of disturbing. Hannah was constantly being crushed, scratched, squeezed,
and controlled by the other characters. And, the thing is, she didn't even seem to mind it. She actually
enjoyed it.
On the topic of Hannah, I had an issue with her. Spineless, mindless and annoying-ness. I don't know how to
explain it exactly, but I don't like teenage characters that exhibit the qualities reflected by a lot of today's
teenagers. You know, the whinny "I, like, wanna be popular," and the "without friends and a hot boyfriend,
my life is meaningless," kind of crap. It's so trite. Well, that triteness was the main characters. I want to read
about characters who can stand on their own two feet, who are unique and independent. I hate the same old
song and dance.

I liked some things about it though. Like I said above, the original idea has potential: evil, zombie teenagers



living in a small town. I also liked how it portrayed the tight, strangling confinements of a small town. I
actually felt constricted as I read the book. I've been a new kid in a small town, and the author reflected
exactly what it felt while living there. But, I have to admit, I never let flesh-eating, blond zombies strip away
my identity.
Anyways, I also liked Lukas. He had potential. It's a shame the author didn't develop him more. And, finally,
the cover of the book is great.

Overall, again, it was okay. It probably would have redeemed itself with some zombie action, but, alas, there
was none. It was a cool idea, but it just didn't deliver. I don't necessarily recommend it.

Julia says

Being the zombie enthusiast that I am, I really loved this book! It was a good mix of horror (but not very
scary) and contemporary fiction/school popularity.
Hannah and her dad are constantly forced to move around to new cities because her dad cannot afford to pay
rent, and they're always running from previous lives. When they arrive in Maplecrest, Hannah knows
something is wrong. She becomes friends with Lukas, a pretty awesome guy who is so obviously the bestest
character, who warns her that the popular cheerleading squad are really zombies. Still, Hannah tries out for
the cheerleading squad, just because she's never had a chance to fit in.
The cheerleaders all have blonde hair, creeeeepy blue eyes, have a name starting with M, and only eat
carrots, etc. They are... weird (or zombies?!). But Hannah starts to become "friends" with them, apart from
Lukas's objections. What will become of her? I don't know, read the book!
Zombie Blondes was entertaining, a fast read, and a really good zombie book. If you like zombies but aren't
necessarily a big horror fan, you will most likely love this book as much as I did.

Míša* says

Nenapadá m? nic, co bych o knize ?ekla, protože všechno už vyjád?ila anotace. Bohužel m? ale nenapadá ani
?árka do samotné recenze....

Strhující kombinace ságy Stmívání a Stepfordských pani?ek.

To hlásá p?ebal knihy. Stmívání miluju a na Stepfordské pani?ky se taky ráda podívám. Název knihy je
celkem ucházející, navíc jsem knihu vyhrála tak pro? si ji nep?e?íst?

Když jsem ale za?ala knihu ?íst nebylo to to pravé co jsem ?ekala. Už od toho co Hannah p?ijela do m?sta
byla jasná celá zápletka. Nebylo nic, co by se nedalo p?edvídat. Ale stejn? jsem ?ekala n?co víc. Bohužel
mn? kniha v?bec ale v?bec nebavila. Horor... Silné slovo, které se pro Zombie blondýny v?bec nehodí.
Zombie se skoro nedo?káme, až na velkém "finále" tedy na posledních zhruba patnácti stranách knihy.

Nám?t podle m? není až tak špatný, ale provedení bylo jedno velké klišé za druhým. Americký zapadákov
plný divných individuí. Školní hv?zdy. Namyšlené roztleskáva?ky a sportovci. Školní nula a fanda komiks?.
Prost? nic nového.

Se Stmíváním to nem?lo spole?ného absolutn? nic. Podle m? šlo pouze o reklamní trik. Zato do



Stepfordských pani?ek to m?lo blízko až p?íliš.

Hannah jsem nem?la ani trochu ráda. P?išla mi povrchní a namyšlená. Možná to ale byl pouze m?j pocit, a
nebo se to u ní "vyvinulo" kv?li ?astému st?hování. Co ale v žádném p?ípad? kv?li st?hování není je její
hloupost. Sv?j vztah s Gregem popisovala jako nebezpe?ný, ale p?itom vzrušující-ale jí se to líbilo..? To byla
nejspíše ta podobnost se Stmíváním...

D?vod, pro? knize dávám 2 hv?zdi?ky místo jedné je "poselství" (??) Kniha je názorným p?íkladem toho, jak
na cest? za popularitou m?žete ztratit samy sebe.

Kari Anderson says

I bought this book because I needed a book that started with "Z" for my A to Z Challenge. This was the first
one I ran across and actually, I enjoyed it.

Hannah’s dad has had trouble ever since he turned in some dirty cops. Now he and Hannah move around
every 1 to 6 months to stay away from bill collectors and harassment for his past.

Their newest town? Maplecrest. It seems like a ghost town driving in. Houses are For Sale everywhere.

Hannah makes a new friend at school, but he’s not the most desirable. He’s a bit of a freak, to put it nicely.
And within the first day, Lukas is warning Hannah of the “it girls”.

They are the popular girls. They are the cheerleaders. They are beautiful. Super skinny. Electric blue eyes.
Ghost white skin. And all of their names start with M.

Hannah would do anything to be one of the popular girls, but as her dream starts to come true, she realizes it
may be more of a nightmare.

The title pretty much gives the point of the story away, but that didn’t ruin the book for me.

It was very well written and quite the page turner. And although the plot is obviously not realistic, I imagine
most teenage girls could relate. High school is all about popularity and to be popular, there aren’t many
boundaries.

One thing that I didn’t like about this book – even though it was a pretty big part – was all the girls names
start with M. I understand the concept, but throughout the book, I never knew who anyone was. I know
Morgan is the mean one. Meredith is the nice one and Maggie is the leader, but it took me until the end of the
book to figure it out.

I’m very much a “series book” kind of girl. I liked the ending of this book because it left it open for a series
if James would ever want to write one. And he left it with a lot to work with.

I enjoyed this book and although I’ve heard it hasn’t gotten many good reviews, I’m going to give it 4
bookmarks.



Angela says

As another fan of zombies and YA lit, I've been looking forward to reading this book all summer, but I was
terribly disappointed and frustrated by the wasted potential.

The author does a good job from the beginning evoking a sense of unease about Hannah, her father, and their
new home in Maplecrest. Part of this mood comes from the hints that Hannah's father has a dark past as a
former police officer. A dark past that is brought up every time Hannah mentions her dad, moving, or police
officers (at least once per chapter?). And yet we never get the payoff about what this terrible past is. Also,
we're told that Hannah's father often works odd jobs that he hates since, for some reason, he can't be a police
officer any more, but all we know about his current job is he's some kind of courier that conveniently gets
him out of the way so Hannah's story can happen without the protection of an adult. The sense of foreboding
his heightened when Hannah meets the super popular, and eerie, cheerleading squad - and the lone voice of
dissent, Lukas, that says they're not nearly as perfect as Hannah thinks they are.

I really wanted to like Lukas - the idea of a kid fighting zombies by what he's learned in comic books could
have been used to great effect, but he also fell short.

I also had a lot of problems with Hannah herself. First of all, she's almost completely unlikable for 90% of
the book. I can see an element of realism in her defensiveness, first because she's a teenage girl and second
because after moving so often she probably would have developed some abrasive coping mechanisms, but I
couldn't find a single redeeming quality in her that made me want to root for her. And when she's finally
faced with the incontrovertible proof of the zombies, she takes it way too well and all of a sudden seems like
a little bit of a zombie fighting prodigy.

And finally, this may be me just being a little paranoid, but the book seemed to have no problem with
promoting at least mildly abusive relationships. Lukas keeps coming back to Hannah like a kicked puppy (he
in fact is often described as having puppy dog eyes) because he likes her so much he'll put up with the abuse
just to be near her/rescue her, and Hannah when Hannah begins dating a guy in the school, she talks about
how he forces/commands her to do things - and she likes it. After suffering through the glorification of
stalking/abuse in the Twilight books, maybe I'm being over sensitive, but with hints of abuse popping up in
two separate relationships it seemed a little "off" to me.

Tayane Cristie says

I had this book sitting on my shelf for a long time, so it was finally time to pick it up. The reviews weren't
the best, but the cover kept me intrigued through all these years. And, even though it's not the best book ever,
it's still super fun and quick to read. The story isn't supposed to be taken seriously, it's not supposed to send a
deep hidden message to the reader, it's purely meant to entertain, and it does a good job. The author managed
to keep me hooked to the pages from start to finish, curious to find out if the popular kids were really
zombies or not. It's filled with cliches, but I'm pretty sure the author wanted it that way, as some kind of
parody to the supernatural YAs of that time (around 2008, when the book was published). It's a book that is
worth the try when you want nothing more than a quick YA read that doesn't take itself seriously.



Steph Bowe says

I think the author pulled off really well Hannah's self-consciousness and self-doubt - to me, the zombie-
cheerleaders plotline was secondary to the story being told of Hannah moving to a new school and dealing
with all those issues that you face there - starting over, making friends, being ostracised, trying to figure out
your place, etc. She was so clueless about the zombies and perhaps a bit boring in parts (Lukas was a lot
livelier), but I think most teenage girls will find something relatable in her.

I don't think you should expect when reading this novel there to be a huge zombie element because I don't
think it really is what the entire book is centralized around (and it took a while to warm up to the zombie
plotline); moreso it was about Hannah's personal journey. Though the ending was classic. It's not a novel that
really makes you think too hard, and it's certainly easy reading.

This novel had a similar feel to Generation Dead by Daniel Waters - the whole zombies in high school thing,
but without the zombie-prejudice. I think this novel will appeal to teenage girls (maybe 12-15) who like
novels with that very traditional teen novel plot (new girl at new school, clashes with popular girls...) and
will really really appreciate the zombie twist (it's kind of like the monster mash, but it's different. There's
more brains. The zombie twist...).

Katie says

Creepy! Definitely not the book to read when you're home alone on a dark and stormy night....
Hannah and her father move around a lot, so Hannah is kind of an expert on being the new girl. Her newest
home is Maplecrest, a tiny town where the cheerleaders rule the school and everyone else is just wallpaper.
Seems like every other place Hannah's lived, until her new friend Lukas warns Hannah that the pretty and
popular cheerleaders are actually undead cannibals that need fresh blood in order to stay "alive." Wait,
zombies in New England? Hannah can't quite stomach this crazy explanation, but there certainly is
something a little strange going on in Maplecrest. I found Hannah to be a very believable and sympathetic
character; she's the girl who has never really had a close friend and would love nothing more than to be
popular and feel like she belongs somewhere. Does she want it badly enough to become one of the "zombie
blondes" herself? Check this one out for some great high school angst, cool twists of phrase, and an ending
that gave me a shiver.

Chris says

Lukas: This town is full of zombies!
Hannah: Whatever!
Lukas: You'll see!
Hannah: You read too many stupid horror comics.
Lukas: Hrmph.

Repeat for 100 pages.



The book had a mildly surprising ending, but the rest was a repetitive slog narrated by one of the most
unlikeable characters I've ever read.

juan carlos says

UN EXCELENTE LIBRO EN DONDE LO HORROROSO SE INTERCALA CON LA CRUELDAD DEL
SER POPULAR EN DONDE NOS CONVERTIMOS EN MONSTRUOS CON LA FINALIDAD DE
ENCAJAR EN UN MUNDO DE POR SI YA DESTRUIDO :)

Eileen says

This book falls into the "candy" category: it's good for what it is, but you should only expect one dimension.
So. Essentially this is teen horror. Hannah and her father move to a small town with a disproportionate
number of beautiful popular people. Befriended by Lukas, the local creepy kid/true ally who continually
warns her of the popular crowd's evil intentions, she notices an increasing number of strange occurrences.
Consider the title and you see where this is going.

A few things. One: Hannah is almost a convincing female main character, but not quite. "X disappeared
mysteriously, but I still thought Y." Ha! Girls are certainly gullible, aren't they? James also uses a
couple...shortcuts? that betray less than awesome characterization. "I said X, then did Y to let her know Z."
That is really on the nose to the point of not working. Show, don't tell! Show, don't tell! Maybe we can work
up another evil cheer routine for it.

That said, I had a pretty good time with this. It's worth a look for casual, fun reading.

Sam says

I picked this book for the cool manga-esque illustration on the cover and the hope of a wonderful story about
decapitating undead blondes. What I got was a big pile of 'blah' that reminds me how many guys cannot
write from inside a teenage girl's mind.

Hannah is forced to uproot her life every few months when her dad's many debtors find out where they've
gone off to. This time, she's landed herself in Maplecrest- a small town that feels oddly empty (almost every
second house is for sale). Although Hannah's used to being an outsider since she never settles in, Maplecrest
has a more established elitist popular group than most towns- the perfect little blonde cheerleaders who all
look and act alike. In fact, they all even change their names to start with an 'm' in this town. Lukas, one of the
few outsiders in town who dares to be different, swears to Hannah that they're zombies and the whole town is
a giant conspiracy. Nonplussed by the clearly crazy Lukas, Hannah decides to give it a go and try for the
cheerleading squad and one chance at actually being popular. Despite a few girls who are out to get her,
Hannah finds herself accepted and soon begins to fit in with the other girls... but is this normal socialization
or something more sinister?

Ugh. The only upside of this book is that it's a quick read and will go over well for reluctant readers who



don't care about things like depth or character development. It's a pretty short book and it definitely flies by-
very little time is spent after Hannah actually makes the squad. The whole ending is squashed in. Hannah
herself is just so bland; a very stereotypical mindless teenage female who has no interest in anything other
than being popular with a great boyfriend and even is willing to starve herself for several days to fit her
cheerleading uniform. The book is open-ended, but I'm hoping the author doesn't decide to chase this with
another because it would stretch an already thin premise way too far.

Future Slayer Girl says

This was a tough one for me. This book had me feeling bipolar in some ways. It had these really great
moments where I felt the author would redeem the female lead for me, and then he would go back down into
this pit of unlikablity. Hannah wasn't a character I would call strong. I guess with the way the author wrote
her, he pulled if off if that was his goal. She was weak-minded, superficial, selfish, and really mean. But I
also felt that every female character in this book was laid out to be this way. I couldn't figure out if this was
the way the author wanted this 'town' to be, but based on Hannah's introspect, the author seemed to make a
generalization of how girls are in high school. It is laid out that every teenage girl wants to be popular,
blonde, worshiped, and adored. This guy has obviously never met the comic book|fangirl|nerd chick (That
was me.) I didn't care about popular, actually I related to Lukas if I am being honest. I live my life in origin
stories, revenge stories, or redemption stories aka comic book story arcs. But I'm not sure if this author was
venting a personal hatred towards high school girls in general, or if he was writing a cautionary tale. I
honestly was thinking one way, then Hannah's action would have me going towards the other story arc
option. Not to mention the author built TOO much tension. He waited until the last 2 1/2 chapters for
anything amazing to happen. I was waiting and waiting for zombie action, how this was going to take place,
and I was WAITING. When you spend too much time in a characters head who is unlikable you tend to not
care about the awesome gruesome action when you get there.

I kept finding myself wanting more Lukas, then feeling bad when he came into the scenes because Hannah
treated him like garbage. Then she realizes AT THE END he was a good person? I kinda wanted to toss her
ot the flesh eating cheerleaders at that point. When I don't care if a cheerleader lives or dies that is a problem.
It was written similar to old school Tales from the Crypt episodes because the leads in those were very rarely
good people. You always were waiting for them to get their comeuppance. At the end of the day, I just
wasn't totally feeling this story. I am not sure it was right for him to write in a female POV, I would have
totally enjoyed the book if it was in Lukas's POV. The book gets two stars for him putting in what I like to
call one of MY people into the story, and for the fact he isn't a bad writer, he just wrote in a female POV and
it didn't work for me. I have to like the girl who's head I'm in. I see this as more of a 'boy book' he wouldn't
mind it because I'm pretty sure teen boys think this of teen girls. But on the other hand with the rise of the
comic book films no one has to face persecution for showing you like comics now--so this book might prove
to date itself a bit.

As a whole, I would recommend this book to the teenage boy crowd. I don't think females would find this
book very flattering.

*I purchased a copy of this book at the friends of the library bookstore*



Becky says

James, Brian. 2008. Zombie Blondes.

I loved this book. I just LOVED this book. It was just so readable. Compelling I guess is the proper word for
it. I was just hooked from the very beginning. "There aren't any rules to running away from your problems.
No checklist of things to cross off. No instructions. Eeny, meeny, pick a path and go. That's how my dad
does it anyway because apparently there's no age limit to running away, either." Our narrator, a teen girl
named Hannah Sanders, is tired of running away. Dragged away is more like it. Her father, a former cop, is
always on the move. But when the two move to the seemingly quiet town of Maplecrest, it will be Hannah
who wants to run. And not without good reason.

Zombie Blondes could have been named ... Pretties or I Was a Non-Blonde Cheerleader or Geek Magnet, for
example. (I'm not saying that the book resembles the plot lines of those books. Just that taken at face value,
the titles could work for Zombie Blondes.) Hannah was hoping--really hoping--that in a town as small as this
one, a town as dead as this one--that she'd have a chance to be one of the pretty people, the beautiful people,
the popular people. Instead, against all the odds, the town is full of strangely attractive beautiful-and-popular
people (from the cheerleaders, the football players, the teachers and coaches, the town sheriff, etc.) Some of
these people seem to have a mesmerizing, hypnotic effect on others. (Especially when the cheerleaders
perform their routines.)

This is something Hannah notices on her first day of school. How beautiful the popular girls are. How they
all look the same. How they do everything the same really. And it's something that Lukas, a geeky boy who
is unmistakably drawn to Hannah, points out to her as well. He offers his friendship, yes, but more
importantly he offers her advice. Again and again and again and again. His advice is strange to her ears.
Very strange indeed. He keeps rambling on and on about how the cheerleaders are zombies. About how she
needs to stay away from them...and above all else she MUST not join them or she'll be turned.

IF you were Hannah, you'd be thinking this Lukas is one strange guy. Don't deny it. After all, Hannah doesn't
have the benefit of knowing that she's in a book called ZOMBIE BLONDES.

So when one of the cheerleaders offers her a chance to try out....Hannah decides that it's worth a try. What
could go wrong, right?

Do I recommend Zombie Blondes? Yes!!! A bit predictable....maybe. But it's fun. Part of the appeal, at least
the way I see it, is that it reads like realistic fiction. Hannah is a person that is easy to relate to. Who doesn't
wish to have a best friend? to have a boyfriend? to be loved? Hannah wants something that most of us would
readily admit to wanting back in high school--a place she fits in, a place to belong, a place to blend in and
feel comfortable. She wants to NOT be different. She wants to be "normal." And Hannah's home life, in a
way, also adds another layer to the novel. Her father is absent even when present. He's emotionally shut
down, unavailable, checked out. And Hannah is tired of being the grown up in the house. Very tired of this
relationship being stuck in the same old patterns.

First sentence: "I can usually pick out the popular kids soon after setting foot into a new school. The girls,
anyway. They wear popularity like a uniform for everyone to see. From their hairstyles to their expensive
shoes. Everything about them is torn from the glossy pages of the latest teen fashion magazines. Everything
about them is perfect. At least on the outside, anyway."



Back cover:

He’s about to walk away but stops. Turns to me and opens his mouth and starts to stutter like he’s not sure if
he should say what he wants to. Then finally deciding to go ahead and say it, but refusing to take his eyes off
the floor when he does. “It’s just . . . you’re kind of pretty . . . and she might try to turn you into one of them
. . . one of her clones,” he says. “I don’t want to see that happen to you, that’s all.”
I tuck my lip under my top teeth.
“Is that supposed to be a compliment?”’ I ask.
“Nope,”’ he says.
“Just a warning.”

232 pages.

© Becky Laney of Becky's Book Reviews

Chezzie says

I was really looking forward to reading this book. It has a cool cover (good art is scarce these days, isn't it?),
a title that cracked a smile...
I was disappointed.

There's nothing really wrong with this book, I guess. But... it had so much potential. There are so many
threads that could've been picked up and woven into the story. So much that could've been further developed.
And this dude isn't even a bad writer (for the sake of the actual writing, guys) for YA fiction.

So. From the beginning we get that the popular cheerleaders are zombies. I mean, read the title, look at the
cover, read the very first description of them. Right. But it takes until the very end before we actually get to
see any zombie action! And then it's short-lived, no brains, completely disappointing. (This couldn't even've
been remedied with some jet packs.)
Most of this book is the main character, Hannah, slowly not-figuring-out the new town her father's moved
her into until it's too late. It's not that it didn't hold my attention, it's just that the whole time I was waiting to
get to something substantial, some miraculous break-through brain-eating fest that never came.

There was no reason for me to like any of the characters. Hannah was shallow. I really wanted to like Lukus,
the weirdo/geek/i'm-so-in-love-with-you-for-no-reason stalker kid, but like the rest of them, his character
was barely developed. So it's not like I could care about any of them.

I say don't bother with this book unless your only other option is M.T. Anderson, but don't expect too much.
Page skipping is not condemned here.

Author says

I was disappointed with this book. I picked it up thinking it'd be a fun quick YA story involving zombie high
school drama, but it was pretty monotonous. The first 3/4 of the book is all the main character in denial and
acting sort of whiney, and the last quarter is her finding the truth but not really being the one to do anything



about it. The ending just annoyed me because it doesn't really wrap anything up and is supposed to be
threatening but since we don't really SEE the zombies do anything we just hear about it, the threat feels false
and not really all that scary. It also feels off because if her dad is a cop, and supposedly a good one, shouldn't
he have some sense of things being off in this town?

I think this could have been a great zombie book that comments on the "drones" of the popular high school
people, but instead it was just kind of boring and I even ended up putting it down for over a month before
coming back to finish it, which I normally NEVER do with a zombie book. In general I finish anything
involving zombies within a day or two, a week max. So that says a lot about how slow this one was and how
much the tension was missing.

I do want to say the writing itself wasn't terrible. There were some great moments, but the story just failed to
maintain tension because we don't really see anything frightening or threatening happen to the protagonist.
Everything is a veiled threat, which doesn't make for a tension filled chapter where you fear what's going to
happen. I think if we had maybe gotten a chance to see something more of the zombies being zombies, it
would have helped the novel greatly.

Shelley says

This is one of those books I put on the back burner for quite some time because I wasn't sure how good it
would be. I am so glad I finally took the time to pick it up. I think I could have devoured it in one sitting if
given the chance. I was constantly questioning what the final outcome would be and if Lukas was just some
weirdo hell bent on hating the popular kids or if there was something really wrong with the it crowd.

Even the setting of the book adds to the eerie quality that something weird might be going on here. Though
Hannah is used to moving from town to town, she has never quite experienced one with so many for sale
signs. I would think this odd too but I have been in some of these towns which seem to disappear right before
your eyes so from first hand experience, I know they exist. When the first girl goes missing I really begin to
wonder what the heck is going on, but no on in the town really gives any clues, so once again I am on the
edge of my seat trying to figure out if there are zombie or just a really catchy title.

This book was definitely more than that I thought it would be and I encourage anyone looking for a good
quick read to pick this one up. This for anyone who has endured high school clicks, and fans of a great
mystery.

Lewis Buzbee says

funny, and scary, too. as ever, james, shows a keen sense of the absurd, inviolable rules of high school life.
the adult characters are particularly well drawn, which is also unusual in a y.a. novel. some of the action
sequences are killer, so to speak. a great look at high school, then or now. if you like zombies, you'll dig this
book; if you went to high school, you'll love it.



earthy says

Fabulous premise (come one, who DOESN'T think all the "popular" kids in high school were zombies?), but
extremely poor execution. Our heroine Hannah is bland and unlikeable; her dad is laughably incompetent
and unbelievable; wary sidekick Lukas comes off as being very much a kicked puppy who inexplicably
keeps coming back for more of Hannah's abuse (and if he knows what's going on, why is he staying in town,
anyway?); and the ending, which was probably supposed to be Scary, felt more like A Major Cop Out (note
to authors: lack of resolution does NOT = "hip" and "trendy;" rather, it makes you look like you can't be
bothered to finish your work).

Minor editing errors and sentence fragments strewn throughout the novel were irritating and distracted from
the voice of the narrative. What little voice there was, anyway.

And it's been said in other reviews on GoodReads, but I'll reiterate here: Is it just me, or is the tendency for
teen heroines to gravitate toward abusive relationships which are coded as "normal" or "popular" getting
really scary? Hannah describes her relationship with her boyfriend Greg as being enthralled by a dangerous,
possessive, animalistic boy who frightens her--and she likes it. Bzuh? Futhermore, Hannah takes every
opportunity to berate and belittle Lukas, whom she seems to think of as a pathetic, socially inept geek whose
only purpose in life is to spout off warnings she can snidely ignore while taunting him for liking her (and
why DOES he like her, again?).

This set up could have been fantastic, particularly as an allegory for the way popularity devours individuals,
forcing them to take a stand if they want to remain true to themselves. What we get instead is a dismal failure
of a novel on all accounts. Completely disappointing and more than a little disturbing...probably not for the
reasons the author intended.


