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Losing is dangerous. Winning means everything.
Katriana has been waiting for this moment her entirelife.

Once a century, the Royals hold the Trials. Every Mer of a certain age must participate. The contests are
brutal. Survival is not guaranteed. But for the victors, the prize is unimaginable.

They are allowed to walk on land.

Sheisforced to work for her evil stepmother, while ignoring the taunts of her spoiled half-sister. She's
desperate to escape. So desperate, she begins the Trials without armor, or even a helmet.

Not oneto give up, Katriana gives the Trials all she isworth, even catching the eye of amysterious
benefactor who is more than he seems.

How much will she sacrifice to become one of the €lite? And if she doeswin, will she be able to halt
mankind’ s destruction of the sea?

The Mermaid Trialsis a new series from author Cameron Drake.
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Tamara says

Oh my gosh, if you like things like "THE Little Mermaid" and "Cinderella" and "The Goblet of Fire" and
"The Hunger Games" you'll love this book. | can't wait to see how the story continues.

Tri haslost her father at ayoung age and her stepmother has treated her as a servant ever since. She has been
waiting for the Trials to begin so that she can leave her stepmother and half-sister behind. The Trials are one
way to change your status, were a servant can become an elite member of the royal court.

Tri wants to become a Spark, a net that can go on land, so that she can help her kind by trying to stop what
she calls two letters from continuing to pollute the ocean.

She makes some friends during the Trials. She may have made some enemiestoo. Not all Mers have magic
and she believes that she does not. Onething all Mers have are familiars, and you'll have to read to find out
what sea creature is hers, as well as her friends and who her friendsreally are.

Melody Spencer says

This mermaid tale starts out with an evil step-mother and sisters situation reminiscent of Cinderellaleading
into a Hunger Games type of trials and becomes so much more! The interesting elements brought into the
story throughout really bringsit to life. The author has clearly taken the time to explore what lifeisrealy
like underwater, even including what happens when you cry, the world created hereis truly beautiful. The
characters are well developed aong the way so you become invested in the outcome of the trials, which are
spectacular. At the beginning | felt it would just be okay but | loved it and cannot wait until book two comes
to fruition so | can continue exploring this world!

Angd says

| received an ARC of this story through Hidden Gems and this is my honest and voluntary review.

| wasn't quite sure about this one based on the description, but | don't see alot of books with mermaids so |
figured it was worth a chance. Once | started reading this though, | couldn't put it down! Tri isamost like a
cross between the little mermaid, Cinderella, and Katniss. She was left orphaned and in the "care" of her
stepmother after her father died, of course her stepmother then forced her to be a servant the rest of her life.
Fortunately, the merfolk have a Hunger Games-esque ritual that will give Tri a chance to change her life.
The direction of the story was a bit predictable but still completely enjoyable and | cannot wait for the next
book in the series, there were afew loose ends from this one and | have to know what comes of them!!

books are love says



Received in exchange for a honest review.

Cameron Drake has written avery imaginative and highly entertaining twist to the Cinderellafairy tale
concept with a bit of a Hunger games style trial going on.

Here we are in the world of mermaids and merman. We have aroyal family, and different families of
mermaids.

Katriana's dad was aroyal messenger before he died leaving her in the hands of her stepmother and
stepsister. A stepmother who had money but didn’t want her around. So Kariana was delegated to being a
servant and treated like dirt. For Kariana she was okay with it though. She learned to have compassion,
kindness and that no one is above the other. She aso got the drive to make something of herself and win the
trial.sthetrials all kids at a certain age in her kingdom must participate in. The trials determine your station
really. Will you be a messenger, a spark etc. For Katriana she wanted freedom and to have that she wantsto
be a Spark. she trains everyday aone and with her adorable familiar a great white.

When the trialsroll around, she is ready and determined. From the beginning she meets a group of people
who care for her and help her along the way via support or as ateam. It shows her that not everyone cares
about your status. We see them grow close and one in particular catches her eye.

Dane. Dane isthe boy who gets Katriana s heart thumping. Although she wants to deny it. At first to her he
isarrogant but what she interprets as arrogance is really confidence. He is kind and helpful. Protective and
real aswell. When he meets Katriana, she doesn’t know who heis and shetellsit to him likeit is. He finds
this refreshing. He' s a'so doing the trials when his mother doesn’t want him to so he is hiding himself as
well. Upon meeting Katriana, he isintrigued and also begins to take on the role of protector with her for
Starla. The girl who they fear the trials will kill. Only that girl isa surpriseto usal. sheis smart, resilient
and stronger than you think.

Thetrials are dangerous and keep you on the edge of your seat wondering what the next event will be and
who will come out of it. We have Katriana' s stepsister who is terrible to her in the events aswell and boy is
she a horrible person. We have betrayals and friendships that go beyond atrial to being supportive and real.

the relationship between Dane and Katrianais enticing. We see Katriana fight her feelings and flirt with
Dane and he do the same. Throughout the trials Dane helps Katriana and Starla even when it could harm
him. He is there for them but he also shows Katriana respect and treats her as aequal. He doesn't see her as
beneath him but as a person and afriend. He learns about her and is there for her no matter what. the ending
was fun and flirty after the dangeroustrials. | love how it leaves us wondering what is next and | can’t wait
to find out.

The story has some great worldbuilding, lots of action, danger and intrigue with the hint of romancein the air
with Dane and Katriana. Our three main characters of Dane, Katriana and Starlayou fall in love with and the
mystery surrounding Katriana and her abilities and her romance with Kane keeps you wanting to know
more.A wonderful beginning to what looksto be a great series.

Kat says

Creative twist on classic tales!



I've read many wonderful YA mermaid tales and tried to read a great many more that didn't quite capture the
magic as they should, but this story by far proved wonderfully entertaining. With abit of a cinderella story
thrown in with a tenacious and kind-hearted mermaid and alethal contest, this book blended some of our
favorite fairytales and yet managed to come off wholly fresh and delightfully creative. The daily mannerisms
and sayings that really emphasize the culture and the lifestyle of the merfolk were executed wonderfully and
the main character's pov was so entertaining. The characters were so sensible, adorable, and somehow
classically unique. Definitely recommend if you love mermaid tales. My only complaint is that the next book
isn't out yet! Thiswas such a delightful read, many thanks for writing and | look forward to the sequel!

Elysian Fields says

What arefreshing, fun, sweet, and safe story!! Thiswas filled with original ideas, fun new views and one
amazing world.

Tri isayoung mer-woman (think The Little Mermaid), serving her mean stepmother and half-sister, after her
father's disappearance (Cinderella). She works hard and has a huge heart.

Every 100 mer-yearsa Tria isheld for al young mer-people to decide who becomes the upper elite and the
Spark. The Spark gets to walk on land. Tri wants this so bad, just to get out if the live she has been living. It
has always been her dream, to walk among the humans and help save the ocean and the lives within it.

Tri entersthe Trials and soon finds herself in a different, difficult world. With the help of her familiar (A
FANTASTIC great white shark) named Beazil, and her two new friends, Dane and Starla, the Trias
commence and life forever changes. The secondary characters were just as vibrant and important to the
outcome. The dangers that lurk are potent but not graphic.

| could not get enough of this story it was filled with humor, great world building, a new original take on a
few classic stories, and characters that will stay with me for awhile. Thisis a safe story (brief kissing only),
and written for ALL agesto enjoy. | am going to buy my younger family members copies as| think thisisa
great story for pre-teens all the way through adulthood. | hope there are more storiesin this series as there are
plenty of characters and action to be had!! Highly recommended for a fun enjoyable read!!

Barbara [ says

| received an Advance Reader Copy of this book from Hidden Gemsin exchange for an honest review.

| greatly enjoyed Katriandstrials and tribulationsin life and in the Mermaid Trials themselves. Asan
orphan, Katriana (or Tri as sheiscalled) isaservant in her step-mother's home ala Cinderella. Tri has been
looking forward to her chance to compete in the trials (think Hunger Games but not as violent) and get out
from under her step-family's thumb. Tri isanice, humble girl who, while wanting, no needing to win, isn't
willing to step on the little person to get where she wants to go. Hence displaying her heart and true inner
beauty which of course, wins her loyal friends.

Thisisatruly enjoyable take on a conglomerate of fairy tales - Cinderella and the Little Mermaid. |
anxiously look forward to the next installment as I'd love to see what's up next for our band of heroes.



Wenda Dohmen says

Very nice book.
Mermaids meets Cinderellameets * the hunger games
I’ ve enjoyed this book very much and I’ m looking forward to the next book ?

Nikki says

The Mermaid Trials by Cameron Drakeisab star read.

Katrinais the daughter of aroya messenger and has dreams of being a Spark, a mermaid who is able to walk
on land, but her father died when she was 5 leaving her with her pregnant step-mother, she’s forced into the
life of aservant in her step-mother’ s home. When sheis old enough Katrinatakes part in the Mermaid trials,
where mermaids of age compete in trialsto see which job they can get, Katrina already knows she hasto win
to gain her dream position. Along the way Katrina meets some wonderful friends including her soft heart
shark familiar.

Thiswas an amazing story that kept my full attention from the first page and left me thinking about it long
after I'd reached the last page, | highly recommend not just this book but the author too.

| voluntarily reviewed an advanced copy of this book.

April Alfaro says

This story was such arush! | cannot believe how fast | went through it | almost wish | hadn’'t because | don’t
know when he next book will release .

The story between Tri and Daneis crazy good . It's a packed adventure that will take you for aride! If you
haven't grabbed this yet you should get it , you won't regret it!

Happy reading everyone ?

Rachel says

If you like Mermaids......

Thisisagreat story about Mermaids that tells the story in avery different way. This give you a different
view asto how Mere age at a slower rates than normal humans. How when you lose both your partners and
your step-mom and half-sister treat you like a servant. Only you find away to over come your issues and end
up having one of the Royalsfall in love with you. Except you don't know who he really is until much later
with atotal shock. If you love Mermaids and are looking for a different view make sure to check out this
story by Cameron Drake. Lots of action and great flow of the reading.



Laura Hernandez (TheVoluptuousBkDiva/Y ABkDivas) says

Let mejust say that | did not like thisbook at all... | LOVED IT!! Tri isdefinitely my type of mergal; she
knows what she wants and doesn't let her circumstances get in the way. She's strong and loyal and simply an
outstanding female lead in this beautiful aguatic creation. Cameron Drake's version of The Little Mermaid
and Cinderellais beautifully written with stunning characters and world building that kept me completely
under water until the end. | serioudly did not want to come up for air. | wish this book could have gone on
forever and the release of the next book in this series can't come soon enough.

{1 requested a copy for review purposes and made no guarantee of afavorable review. The opinions
expressed herein are unbiased and my own.}

Whitney Cannavina says

| received an arc for an honest review
Review by Country Gals Book Blog

Thisisamermaid tail stick between Cinderella, Divergent/Hunger games. It was definitely different in
though yet similar in other aspects of past well known stories.

Katrianais a Mer needing to win the trialsin order to get out from under her evil step moms thumb. She will
do whatever it takes to do it. But she meets unlikely friends along the way as they team up to win and protect
each other. With twist and turns, and unexpected truths, this was definitely awhirlwind of a story that grips
you from page one and keeps you glued to the end. Strong, different characters and plenty of intrigue you
won't want to miss this story.

melissafandomwor ld says

Thiswas arealy fun and great start of a new series. Cinderella meets the little mermaid and the hunger
games. Add in alot of awesome imagination from the author that filled in the blanks perfectly and you have
yourself areally enthralling and exciting book to read. MEET the mermaid trials by Cameron Drake!!

It was areally intriguing and thrilling read from beginning until the end. The world is so exciting to read
about. | love that each of the merman and mermaids have animal familiars and Tri happensto have such a
great one, a big white shark named BEAZIL. And he's so awesome!! He' s like Flounder and a Labrador,
wrapped up into a big white shark skin, lol! Lazy and alwaysin need of agood belly rub - | don’t make this
shit up haha-, a scaredy pants most of the time but brave when the need arises, loving towards the people he
likes and loves and obviously just cute AF if you don't take his scary looks into account haha.

The settings are great to read about although sometimesii just wanted to be able to linger in certain settings
so | could learn more about it. | couldn’t get enough of it.

The characters are so interesting and exciting to read about. Not only katriana/Tri but the minor characters as



well.

Thanksto the trials taking place - which will be explained in the beginning of the book on what they entail
and why they’re being held and such - there’ salot of action and adventure taking place. Y ou're being
thrown into dangerous waters and sometimes horrific settingsand | loved it alot! The trials scenes made sure
thiswas afast paced read.

I do think the devel oping romance remained a bit shallow and could definitely need a bit more depth so I'm
really looking forward to see how this developsin the next book. | do like seeing a katriana/Dane
combination happening because I’ m a sucker for romance haha. Towards the end of the book I’ m left
craving more so that’s agood sign!

The storyline itself developsin agood pace | think and as | said, thanks to the action and adventure it makes
for afast paced read. | do think the silver lining of the story was predictable but it didn’t make the story any
less awesome though. There are still alot of moments present in which some really surprising things
happened that ensured | sat right on the edge of my seat the entire time.

Overall it was a great first book in anew series. Perfect for fans of mermaid retellings who love immersing
themselvesin aworld below the surface, filled with some awesome and scary creatures.. perfect for fans who
like adventure and action and a tiny bit of romance. A romance that’s bound to develop more strongly in the
next book and I'm already soooo excited to read more of. It's Perfect for readers who like coming across
like-able characters, main character and minor characters alike. | just can’'t wait to go on another adventure
with them and I’'m hoping there' s a release date to be announced very soon on the sequel!!!

Would | recommend this book?!
IT"'SA YESFROM ME!!

John says

| really liked this book by Cameron Drake about one mermaid's trials and tribulations to overcome
everything in her life to achieve her ultimate dreams and desires. The characters were identifiable, with many
you rooted for hoping for their success; and many you rooted against, hoping for their failure. It was also a
low-key slow developing love story about friends, family, and mates, and what really mattersin life,
regardless of their social standing or lack thereof. Thisis asomewhat late voluntary review of an Advanced
Reader Copy of this book from Hidden Gems Books.




