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Sometimes all it takesis a moment for everything you thought you wanted to change

Cecélla

I was used to being on my own. Lost and lonely, | couldn’t wait to graduate and watch my judgmental little
town fade. All | had to do was survive the rest of high school and | was free. | wasn’t going to let anything
hold me back.

Craig:

I’d almost achieved what no one else in my family had—all | had to do was complete my student-teaching
assignment and I’ d have a college degree. | was ready to put down roots and start my life. Nothing was going
to stand in the way of my dreams.

A student and her teacher. A coach and his athlete. An unexpected friendship. Forbidden feelings between an
unlikely pair.

Neither is playing agame they can win.
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From Reader Review Blurry for online ebook

Erin Lewis says

4.5 star Review of Blurry by Carina Adams

Thisisthe prequel to Forever Red and | must say that | was intrigued to see how this book played out. | was
pleasantly surprised as| really wasn't sure how | would feel about this pairing considering how much | love
Nate and Liatogether.

A teacher and a student; it immediately brings to mind angst and drama. Thisis the story of forbidden love,
the anxiety and fear that sneaking around, trying to hide arelationship brings and the impact that it has on
those involved.

Blurry certainly answered questionsthat | had about Lia and Craig’s relationship. It also explained a great
deal astowhy Liaistheway sheis. Craig gave her the self-confidence and support she so badly needed and
| admit that | did like Craig and Liatogether.

This book evoked amyriad of emotionsin meas| read it. | laughed, | cried, | screamed, | wanted to buitt
heads together in various combinations throughout the book. Ms. Adams created a story within a story, with
so many layers, | felt | just wanted to dig in and ignore everything elsetill | finished.

This book was well written and thought provoking and | ook forward to reading more from Ms. Adams

Tiffany Readz says

Teacher/student is one of my favorite genres and Burry fit the mold almost perfectly. We are introduced to
the young Lia and honestly, ayoung Craig. She's sixteen and he's twenty, although it felt like he was written
to be thirty.

"Sometimes we don’t even know how much we need someone until they’re there.”

Liawasabit of alittle girl lost. Her father took off afew years previous and her mother is pretty much non-
existent. At sixteen, sheis mature beyond her years having to take care of herself for so long. While she has
girlfriends, Lia till feels alone most of the time. Enter student teacher Craig.

Starting college young, Craig is a senior, on the verge of graduating and student teaching at Lia's high
school. Sure he's surrounded by pretty girls all day, but there is something more about Liathat catches his
eye. She's strong, a survivor and he likes that about her. Getting to know her better while coaching her field
hockey team, Craig instantly strikes up an unusual friendship with the teen.

Okay, so twenty and sixteen isn't that much of a stretch (if we aren't talking about my daughter) and | think
the fact that Carina Adams wrote Craig to act much, much older than twenty helped. Thinking back and
looking at the twenty year olds around me, they are complete immature a-holes at times as compared to
Craig. That said, he was the teacher and she's the student, so let the angst begin.

"Coach, player. Friends. | doubted we could ever be more. Everything about us was off-limits, forbidden."

It isobviousthat Craig was going to fall for Lia, the surprise was al the baggage they both carried from thier



pasts. That kept the angst level high and the story lines interesting. While the book reads as predictable, there
are quite afew surprises thrown in to keep us readers off guard.

"The lines might get blurry, but as long as we had each other, nothing el se mattered.”
The book iswell written from dual points of view and spans several years. Along with Liaand Craig, we
have a gaggle of Lia's girlfriends, the resident queen bee of the school, aswell as Craig's college buddies to

keep things moving right along. The book reads as a standalone with a nice epilogue.

Reviewed for Renee Entress's Blog.

She'salip Biter says

Multiple Reviews Below
5Stars
| received an ARC for an honest review.

Thiswas my first read from Carinaand I'll certainly be going back for more... The lines of what isright and
wrong get blurred when student/teacher and field hockey coach Craig sparks up afriendship with Lia, a
lonely and lost Sophomore trying to make it through her senior years so she can finish high school and
escape her life in atown that sees her as nothing but trailer trash. This book had everything it was heartfelt
emotion on every page.. atale of courage, hope, love, lust and friendship! Also passion, grit and
determination | highly recommend this book to everyone who enjoys reading stories that are captivating and
moving as well as alittle risqué.

Reviewed by Nat

4Stars

Thiswas my first Carina Adams book and | really enjoyed it. Everything about Craig and Lia was so wrong
but I couldn't bring myself to not route for them and want them to work. Carina did a great job of making
sure a taboo subject was handled with care and respect and grace. | cannot wait to go back and read her other

books.

Reviewed by Kaci

Dates With K says

**¥x%5 ¢ ove & Longing' STARS ****

20— 15 = 5. Such a small number relatively speaking. How large is that number in regards to love and how
do you measure it against it? Can you? Twenty and fifteen. A twenty year old teacher and a fifteen year old



student. Five years apart. How do you measure love...by numbers?
“In that moment, she was my everything.”

| went into Blurry biased. Although | hadn’t read anything by Carina Adams I’ d heard about Forever Red
(Bama Boys #1) and knew alittle bit about Craig (H) and Lia (h). You see, I'm abit of a stickler with
romance and the ‘Happily Ever After’ department. I'll read a tear-jerker every now and again, but I'min it
for the fantasy, the love prevailing, thewell.... ‘not real life’ if I’'m honest. I’m fine with most taboos; | want
to escapereality. Stay with me here, | have apoint...once | flipped the page in my kindle, because even
though | was disappointed when | realized thiswas Craig and Lia's story, and even though | realized this
would be a different kind of taboo student/teacher story with less fantasy and more redlity, and even though |
knew Craig wasn't for Liaand Liawasn’t for Craig...I. Couldn’t. Stop. Myself. | ached for them, their love
story, and what | knew wasn’t to be. | also laughed and cried and was infuriated at times. Blurry is more than
acoming of age tale. More than ataboo student/teacher narrative. It's an echo of lost innocence, of hopeful
rationalizations, of love found...and lost. Told through the lens of ‘wrong’ but making me feel it couldn’t
ever be anything but ‘right’.

“The naive girl who had believed the fairy tale she aways made fun of.”

When we meet Lia she's a sophomore in high school. She’s coming from the trashy trailer park in her small
town complete with a neglectful mother and absent father. Full of piss and vinegar she's got attitude to spare
—she’'sgot her life and the world all figured out. She doesn’t need anyone except her two BFF's. At |east
that’ s what she tells herself. Admitting that you' re lonely, that you' d like more, would be a crack in the
carefully welded armor you designed to keep others out. She's got a chip on her shoulder (really, what
teenager doesn’t) and a plan to get out of dodge upon graduation and show everyone she's worthy —and
better than them. As| learned her life through pieces and chapters something happened. | started relating to
this blunt, acidic, mature-beyond-her-years broken teen. There's more here than typical teenage angst
(although there’ s a bit of that too) and crushing on the handsome new teacher/coach.

“1 was going to do what | could to help that lost girl find her way.”

Craig Knightly’s senior year in college is going to be spent teaching and coaching high school. Seeing a
kindred spirit in Lia he’ sintrigued. Knowing the value of a positive mentor his intentions are golden, until
they start to become tarnished little by little, rule by broken rule in the friendship he' s determined to form
with Lia. It all starts out innocent until they make, and break, the rules they defined their friendship by.
Telling himself he can make it work — that they can make it work — Craig uses every opportunity to can to
spend time with Lia Falling in love with his student was never part of the plan, but now that the lines are
blurred it’ simpossible to go back — and he doesn’t want to. It’s only a matter of time...

“ *Sometimes | forget, too,” he whispered. ‘ And sometimes, | wish things were different.” ”

| didn’t struggle with Craig and Lia s relationship. That’s one of the things that stood out for me, Ms.
Adams' ability to weave and stitch you into thislove story making you root for this couple; for their victory.
It wasn't tawdry or ugly; | certainly didn’t think it was dark. It was beautiful even when it was painful —and
for me—it was painful, knowing | possibly wouldn’t get the closure | needed. Lia s grown up fast with a
level of adult maturity sprinkled with abit of riotous adolescence that makesit hard for Craig to remember
she's still just akid trying to find her way. Even when | saw the peeks of immaturity from Liait added to the
relatability of the story —if | hadn’t seen those normal knee-jerk reactions of teenage know-it-all syndrome |
wouldn’'t have bought into her story...no teenager has all their $h!t together no matter how fast they’ve had



to mature. Add in Craig's love and pal pable longing mixed with his ability to do the right thing for his girl
not matter the cost (and it does cost Craig mightily in ways you don’t expect) and it’s arecipe for heartbreak.
| was waiting for the inevitable crash...and burn.

“Label didn’t work for us. There was no box we fit into.”

While Blurry isn't your average normal love story —it IS alove story. Both beautiful and hard to take,
painful and tender. Reading a taboo romance with an expiration date should’ ve made me indifferent at the
very least. Or perhaps outraged. It didn’'t. | don’t know that Ms. Adams could have written a better story —
other than afuture for Craig and Lia. Even that might have damaged the beauty that istheir past. I'm left in
an acceptable, if not good, place. And waiting, ever so nervously, for Craig’sturn. I'll absolutely be back for
more.

Bravo Ms. Adams, Bravo. Blurry is definitely one of my Top 2017 reads.

“The line was clear. Who we were and who we could never be. A straight, black, think line. Somewhere
along the way, our line had gotten blurry.”

K’s Category: 1st date, first novel read by author to date.

Trigger Warning: Y es, underage sexual activity with alegal adult.

Characters: M/F

OM/OW: Yes

Sex: Yes, descriptive

HEA: HFN with assumption of more to come.

Standalone: Yes, thisis a prequel to the Bama Boys Series; | read it on its own with no issues.

Kaytlyn (The Bohemian Bookwor m) says

Blurry brings us Lia, afifteen year old high school student. She triesto be like any other high school
student...she getsinvolved in sports, field hockey and softball, she has her group of friends she hangs out
with. However, she knows she will never be on the same level as some of her peers. Lialivesin Two Lanes,
the nearby trailer park, and she spends her free time outside of school working and taking care of herself
because her mom isn’t around. Enter Craig, the twenty year old student teacher and field hockey coach. Al
Craig wantsisto help his students and athletes, he wants to be there for them when they need him. AsLia
and Craig become friends they fall into a quicksand of emotional feelings. With only five years between
them it is hard to remember where the lines are.

Okay, let me start out with awarning, thisis a student teacher relationship, it is forbidden and does blur the
lines of right and wrong...if you are not comfortable with that, please don’t read this book.

I will be perfectly honest with you guys, | LOVE me a good student/teacher romance. Honestly | really don’t
know what it is that draws me to these books wether it be the forbidden element, and the hot sneaking around
or what but | am always drawn in. Blurry was no different. If anything this might be the best book | have
read dealing with this sort of relationship. Carina Adams did a wonderful job with this book. Yes, at first |
was alittle skeptical because Liais SO young, however, as the story unfolded and | grew to learn Liaasa
character it was hard for me to remember that she was only 15. Adams wrote Lia as such afierce and strong
young woman that is used to taking care of herself because no one elseisaround for her. Be that asit may,



Liatill hasto deal with the typical high school drama such as backstabbing best friends and bullies. Sheis
trying to find herself amidst this world who looks down upon her without even knowing her.

Craig, simply wantsto be Lia sfriend...he can tell sheis struggling and needs someone to be there for her.
He also believes that his actions are 100% innocent, until they aren’t. Craig was a smart, good guy who got
fell for the wrong person. We can’t always control what our hearts want. | love how much he lovesLia. As
their story unfolds, | was so glad that, even though he might have been her teacher and their relationship
inappropriate, he was there for Liawhen she needed him. Also heis TOTALLY swoon worthy.

There were just so many elements to this story and Adams did well with every single one. | was completely
captured in the forbidden spell of these characters, it was hard for me to put this book down. Now, |
understand that not everyone will enjoy this book the way | did, however, if you do like a good forbidden
romance thisis definitely abook | recommend picking up!

Overdl rating: 5/5 Stars

Jenny - TotallybookedBlog says

What a difficult review thisisto pen. You see, Blurry really did feel like abook of two halves for us. Had we
finished this book around halfway, this would have been awinner in our eyes. However, something
happened at a certain point of the story and everything changed, leaving us feeling somewhat bewildered
over plot line execution, character introduction/devel opment.

‘Thelinesmight get blurry, but aslong aswe had each other, nothing else mattered.’

We were sucked in by the synopsis for Blurry as soon as we read it. We do love a good forbidden romance
and Blurry sounded right up our street. Had you seen the text message exchanges between us during the first
half of this book you would have seen how completely engrossed we were. Talk about our stomachs being in
knots! We read it with one hand over our eyes, waiting for the other shoe to drop in this forbidden
teacher/student romance. Carina Adams certainly did an excellent job of building the tension for the reader
that’s for sure! The tension was gripping.

Blurry tells the story of Cecilia, she of many nicknames (Cecilia, Lia, Lee, CeCe) Merrill, ayoung girl who
hadn’t copped too many breaksin life. She's from the wrong side of the tracks and doesn’t have alot of
friends, except for Missy and Jules. Other than that she's shunned, tormented (though we didn’t really get to
experience thisto a degree so we felt her torment) and labelled as trailer park trash. Her mother has no
interest in her, her father abandoned her, and Cecilia doesn’t really have anyonein her corner. She needs
support and love.

Enter student teacher, Craig Knightly who is assigned as the Hockey coach of the school team in which
Ceciliaisthe star. Craig feels a mixture of irritation, admiration and sympathy for his young student. Those
feelings soon turn to something else the more he getsto know her and admire her tenacity. She’s one feisty
young lady and Craig tries his hardest to tramp down his feelings for her to no avail.

Their relationship builds in secret (though it's really the worst kept secret around) and this, together with the
forbidden aspect of their ‘friendship’ ensured we were always left in a state of anticipation as to where this
would go and how it could be kept under wraps, because Craig and Cecilia certainly weren't discreet with



their feelings.

There were times the development of their actions felt downright uncomfortable. We' re seasoned, open
minded readers, who love forbidden stories, but we felt the relationship to be alittle predatory. We're
constantly being reminded of 20 year old Craig's life experience and Cecilia being ayoung 15 year old,
complete with frizzy hair and braces on her teeth, we just couldn’t get the image of ayoung, innocent girl in
pigtails out of our minds. Hence our discomfort.

Whilst we initially found the friendship between them to be sweet, it turned to something else. Craig
Knightly, the starry eyed teacher/coach began as a sweet and caring character then started to come across a
little deazy, while Lia s behaviour simply felt quite bizarre.

As stated, we were enjoying this story immensely up until about midway, when the direction changed and
Blurry became something completely different. The tone of the story changed, and it began to feel a bit
disjointed in both storytelling and character development. Lia changed so much in character, and not in a
growth development sort of way, we barely recognised her.

We had issues with not living the story as it would jump, new characters would be brought into play with no
introduction or build up as to who they were and why they were introduced, and in some cases, existing
characters were reintroduced with complete personality changes. We had questions left unanswered and
quite frankly the ending was odd.

It looks as though we' re in the minority with this one as alot of readers are loving it, so again, it’s up to you,
the reader to dive in and make up your own mind. Whilst this one didn’t work for us, it could definitely work
for you.

We purchased the book and read the readers note and have to say, this only added to our confusion over the
storyline and characters. It was as though all the characters had changed at will in order to suit a certain story
with the ending now one of utter confusion as we haven't read the next book. But from the readers note, it
now ends completely different to what you're lead to believe in Blurry. Or maybe it's just us who interpreted
the ending in a different way? We were left very confused.

Jacqueline says

| cannot lie, student-teacher stories are my weakness. | love the sneaking around, the lust charged glances
over the text books and making out against locked classroom doors. My bad, | know, but it's my thing so
don't judge.

Thisisthe prequel to Forever Red, showing the Liawe knew as athirty year-old as she was aged just 15, full
of sass, attitude and piss and vinegar. Oh and crushing wildly on her 19 year-old hockey coach and English
teacher, Craig. Not only is he wildly hot but he's also the only person she can rely on, surrounded as sheis by
her feckless mum, toxic friends and poverty. He starts off innocently enough, making sure she's eating, that
she gets to and from school and practice safely but it doesn't stay innocent for long.

| was completely immersed in this, enjoying al of the feels from their initial attraction to the scorching hot
smut and yes, the angst really hit me hard, it was a hard read for an angst wimp at times. But despite the arse
clenching angst and the uncomfortably young 16 year-old h, | was engrossed and totally rooting for them.



This could be read as a standalone and it's a complete story but | kind of wish I'd read this before Forever
Red (doh, well it isa prequel after al!) for | think this would've hit the spot very nicely ending whereit did.
Problem for me was that I'd had an insight into Lia's future thanks to Forever Red, so that knowledge made
this something of a bittersweet reading experience. | have had to go straight to Forever Red for are-read and
I'm enjoying that al the more with the new information | now have.

Recommended, especialy if you love taboo, forbidden, angsty and steamy stories you can lose yourself in.

**Thanks to the author for the arc**

Wendy says

| originally started reading this story in an anthology of shorts. | felt as though | needed the rest of the short
story.

Before | leave my review, letsjust say that thisis ataboo subject and I'm not going to get into a debate of
whether | think it isright or wrong...

Teacher and Coach Craig Knightly started out having pure intentions, he just wanted to keep his athlete safe
and out of trouble. He wanted to return the favor ateacher from his past did for him and his friends.
Cecilia(Lia) was agirl from the the poor side of town and gifted athlete. Her father abandoned them when
she was young and her mother was basically not existent. She practically raised herself and worked really
hard for everything she had.

When Craig realized her situation, he took it upon himself to help her out as much as he could. What he
didn't count on wasfalling in love with her...

| love the way this book was written. | liked having both POV's and the future tense. | felt asthough | got the
complete story from start to finish.

April says

Luckily this author adores me and | adore her.

I've been lucky enough to read this bad boy chapter by chapter since day 1. Now that I've read all 38 chapters
plusthe epilogue. | feel sick. | need more. | crave more.

More.
More.

More!!!

Craigismine. Yes, | hated him through the early days and years of Forever Red. Now | question why the
fahk there ever had to be aNeil Kelly. Ugh!

Craig isthe shiznit.
Craig needs his own book.

#VoteForCraig



EscapeNBooks says

Blurry by Author Carina AdamsisaYA/NA student teacher romance novel.
"I had learned my lesson. Never again. Love was for fools.”

Liaisentering her sophomore year of high school. Her life revolves around her best friends, her work, and
sports. Her home lifeisfairly non-existent as her mom is absent most times. Because of this, sheisn't
accustomed to anyone caring about her or her well-being. But, all of that is about to change when Coach
Knightly steps on the scene and they become "friends with rules.”

"Teacher, student. Coach, player. Friends. | doubted we could ever be more. Everything about us was off
limits, forbidden."

I love student-teacher romance novels. | initially read the beginning portion of Blurry in A Secret Affair
Anthology. It was the start of something that | hoped to get more of, so | was so excited to be getting the full
story from Author Carina Adams. Aswould be expected in anovel of this nature, there was plenty of angst,
the tension between Liaand Craig being strong and tangible and bringing many moments when | had to read
holding my breath, afraid of what would happen next. Blurry also had some very unusual twists which |
don’t believe | had previously read in other student/teacher romance books; this was a very strong point for
me in this regard. However, there were also times when character thoughts and dial ogue caused a disconnect
with their actions. Overall, this book fed my never-ending obsession for student/teacher trope and gave me a
good HEA.

"The lines might get blurry, but as long as we had each other, nothing el se mattered.”

Lauren Runow says

| first fell in love with Carina Adams when | read Forever Red. | loved that book and now, after reading
Blurry, I'm so torn. | loved Nate but man, Craig isgiving him arun for his money, big time. | loved the
chemistry between Craig and Lia They knew their love was wrong, shit, | knew their love was wrong but
there was no part of me saying it needed to stop. They couldn't stop and | prayed they could live their life
together forever. Is age just a number? Read this and you will think it is!

Alecia ~?~The Stair case Reader ~?~ says

| accepted an ARC of Blurry to read and review

When i first read the synopsisi was intrigued. Having never read anovel by Carina Adamsi thought, why
not.

I'm so glad i decided to take a chance on a 'New-to-Me' Author!



But in being one hundred percent honest, | wasn't going to request an ARC of this novel given the
'student/teacher' trope that was described. | tend to be more harsh when reviewing a novel that has to do with
this particular subject. | feel it hasto be told aright way to where it isn't considered 'creepy' in my head.

Carina Adams has done the impossible. | enjoyed Blurry and was even intrigued and highly addicted to the
student/teacher romance of the novel.

| thought she told Craig and Lia's story perfectly. The creepy factor did not hit me what-so-ever. Their
relationship is more emotional rather than sexual. That was perfect in the beginning because Liaisonly 15
years old. The other factor that helped was the fact that Craig was only 20 years old, so there was only a5
age year difference between the two.

| loved Liaand Craigs connection from the start. It al started with alecture and a ride home which turned
into an evolving friendship between the two. Y ou can seefirst hand how difficult itisto try to stop a
relationship that is clearly meant to be, but you know it is one hundred percent wrong and forbidden.

I'm intrigued and am planning on reading the Bama' Boys series soon!!

Also, I'm glad i took a chance on a new author. | found an author that somehow turned atrope that i highly
disliked into anovel that i loved!

*Update: After just reading the synopsisto Forever Red, i have afeeling my heart is going to break for
Craig, | have no clue...i'm even more intrigued now. Looks like my next read with be Forever Red, | need
answers*

Flirtatioudly Fictitious Reads says

Those BamaBoys <3

| think | was one of the rare few that loved Craig early on.

In Forever Red, we didn't get the full back story of hisand Lia's relationship, so we were left to wonder and
fill in the pieces on our own. When Carinatold me she was writing their story | was soo excited. And scared.
VERY scared. | knew Liacared deeply for Craig | was so afraid to see their story play out. | knew I'd love
them, love him.

And holy crap do I!

Thisis such an important piece to our Lids story. It helps you understand her in a new way. She wouldn't be
who sheistoday had Craig not showed up at the perfect time. He helped her see she was so much more than
she thought.

| wouldn't be opposed to throwing Nate under abridge... and | feel SOOO quilty for it.
Carinas Forever Red and Out of the Blue are so dear to my heart, and now Blurry isright up there with
them. | can't wait to see more of Craig in Noah's book <3



Grey says

Blurry. | had read the beginning of this story when it was released in novellaform in the anthology, A Secret
Affair, which donated all proceeds from its salesto The Bookworm Box, avery worthy charity.

The forbidden love story of a student and her teacher/coach was much too big to be told in the novella, so |
gave a big old thumbs up when | discovered that Ms. Adams had decided to write afull length story about
her characters. The lines certainly do blur when the student athlete in question is fifteen and the coach is
twenty...

Thiswas an interesting read for me... because you know you shouldn't want this couple to happen for
obvious reasons. Y et the author's compelling writing style, makes you root for them anyway (at least | was...)

| give this one 4 stars and am definitely going to read Forever Red to see what happens further down the
road!

Paige says

3 "Everything" Stars

Blurry follows Cecelia as she starts her sophomore year of high school. Like most teenagers she's eager to
hang out with her friends and play sports. But she actually lives avery different life than most teenagers with
her mom amost never being home. So she works and does her best to stay out of trouble. So aside from her
friends, she's not used to having someone want to look after her. But her knew coach changes everything.
Now that he's watching over her, they begin the tight rope act of being friends that don't break the rules. But
you know what they say about best laid plans.

| first read Blurry when it wasin the A Secret Affair anthology and | was interested to see where the
characters would go from there. Well their story was much more involved than | could have imagined. The
story was definitely unique but at times | just didn't feel the connection. Some of the decisions made me
scratch my head but | did like the ending. | thought it was different and kind of refreshing.

ARC provided to A isfor AlphaB isfor Books for honest review.




