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From Reader Review Merminiafor online ebook

WTF AreYou Reading? says

Emm Cole's"Merminia" is awelcome change from the "humanized" mer tales that seem to be al the rage at
the moment. Thistale in no way involves those of us who live above the waves, and in that alone sets a
precedent for the mer storyline.

Sdinne

In her we find avery realistic heroine. She isamermaid who is not about to cower or livein fear; no matter
the circumstance. Thisis not to say that she isrash in her decisions. That is very far from the case. Sheisin
fact the one who sacrifices herself to the enemy so that someone that she lovesis not tortured and used
against her.

Gabriel

Heiswhat could be referred to as areluctant bad boy. He is only playing the role because that is the one that
he was given. It is apparent from his opening scenes however that he wants the "high road" so much more
than the one that has been charted as his course. This makes for quite a dilemmafor the reader looking for
that perfect good/evil or white/black situation, because Gabriel has definitely made a home for himself in the
gray.

Merconius

If you are looking for a character that you will love to hate; look no further than Merconius, ruthless leader
of the Litiant mer-tribe and Gabriel's father. Thisis a merman who will stop at nothing to achieve total
domination over the seas. Even if that means that he has to kill and or enslve every mer iniit.

Aramis

Heis second in command in the Merminian army, atrusted family friend and Selinne's shadow. He is aways
there to play white knight to Selinne's wayward damsel. The question is: Is family loyalty the only reason
that he sticks so close to the young princess. Could there be something more than just his vow to "protect and
serve" that drives him to risk life and fin for Selinne at every turn?

This book has everything: war, magic, forbidden love, duty, and destiny. It is hard to believe that this story's
author manged to pack such a complete and interesting story into 253 pages. The only negative to be found
in this read is that the descriptions and dialog can be alittle repetitive, but that is aflaw that is very easily
forgiven.

Though this book reads very well as a stand alone. There isalot of room here for a series. Here's hoping for
more from Selinna and her undersea world.

Howard Par sons says

This reviewer hasread quite a bit of "Mer-fiction" as research for his own novel and has noticed that alot of
the stories fall into a somewhat predictable pattern such as human girl/boy meets a mer- man/maid who
is'may be a prince/princess. While there is nothing particularly wrong with this sort of scenario - and a good
number of this reviewer's favourite stories do fit this mould - he is nonethel ess always on the look-out for
something different and Emm Cole's Merminia certainly fitsthe bill. Indeed, it is different - very different -
from the usual fare.



The sceneis set when the two sons of a deceased king go to war against each other over how their father's
kingdom was divided between them. It is a bloody and terrible conflict that envel ops not only the opposing
armies but the land and sea as well. The daughter of one of the combatants creates aring from gifts given to
her by her father and uncle in order to create amagic spell. She sacrifices thering - and herself - to the sea so
that the fates may step in and halt this bloody conflict.

For once, the fates keep their side of the bargain by enveloping her father and his subjectsin the seaand
rendering them as mer-folk. Her uncle's subjects are confined to the land and cursed with shorter lives and
illnesses. Alessids father finds her ring but never recovers his daughter. While his restraint in not using the
ring is rewarded by the fates, his people squabbled over whether hisinaction was good or bad. After his
death, the people separate themselves into different clans based on the differing gifts bestowed upon the
mermaids and history repeatsitself as these clans engage in internecine warfare. It is here that the main story
begins.

Selinne is the daughter of the hereditary chief of the Merminians and is not your typical mermaid. Indisposed
to gossiping and adorning herself, she swimsto a different drum and often finds herself in situations
requiring rescue by her adoring adopted brother. The leader of the Litiant clan has been conducting a ruthless
search for Adessa’s ring unaware of the fact that one of his sons had found and hidden the ring when he was
as child. Ms Col€e's spellbinding story revolves around the conflict between the rival clans and one chief's
thirst for ultimate power.

The reader should not think for one moment that thisis simply a sub-aguatic version of Lord of The Rings.
While there are sea-dragons and other fearsome beasts, there are no mer-hobbits. Merminia is a story of
conflict, capture, brutality, horror, betrayal and love with an ending that is not necessarily a happy one for
the main characters.

Emm Cole's Merminia isacompelling story that should keep most readers entranced. The book itself isa
very clean read with few - if any - typos, grammatical errors or misused words. That in and of itself garners
high marks from this reviewer. While it is not a"happily ever after" kind of story, the reader will want to
reach the end so that they can put al of the pieces together and ponder the unanswered questions. The story
itself is a dark one but leaves this reviewer with a sense of hope for Selinne and her clan.

Overdl, thisisavery YA-friendly novel though, because of the darker elements of the plot, this reviewer
would recommend it for older young adults. The story does not scream "Y oung Adult Fiction" and not-so-
young adults will enjoy it aswell.

Merminia's story arc lendsitself more to a stand-alone novel rather than the first of a series. Whiletrilogies
seem to be the thing in Y oung Adult Fiction nowadays, the fact that this appears to be a one-off helpsto
make it more engaging and unique. While this novel is Ms Col€e'sfirst venture into the underwater realm of
mer-fiction, this reviewer earnestly hopes that it will not be her last and that adults - both young and
otherwise - will have another opportunity to enjoy Emm Cole's considerable story-telling skills and prowess
asawriter.

Emm Cole'swebsiteis at http://emmcole.com/
Read my interview with Emm Cole

More reviews of Mer-fiction may be found at The Parsons Rantp




Heather McL aren says

Merminiais an underwater adventure that has its readers spellbound. Selinne is my favorite kind of heroin--
exhuberant, outgoing and fearless. | loved the different tribes of mermaids, and some of their powers were
pretty cool (the healing power being my favorite) And | have to say the way the Merminions show they have
chosen amate was just beautiful! The writing style, in some places, was alittle difficult to follow (more
poetic than straight outstory telling) but even that had an endearing quality. | look forward to reading
Keeping Merminia shortly.

Tiana Dalichov says

Asareader, | haven't read too much mermaid fiction. Not too sure why; maybeit's just because | haven't
found anything that sounded intersting. But Merminia certainly struck a chord with me, and | loved it!

The premise of this novel is extremely unique, and | enjoyed learning about the different tribes of merpeople
that exist in the world Emm Cole creates in Merminia. The tribes al had different values, customs, and
beliefs, just like real people.

On that line, the characters were pretty awesome, too. Selinne, the main character who's determined and a
do-it-yourself kind of girl, isthe type of lead female | like to see in the books | read. She's adventurous,
always getting into trouble, and she drags her childhood friend Aramiswith her. And gosh, ishe a
sweetheart! My heart goes out to that adorable merman! My favorite character, though, has got to be the
perplexing, yet alluring Gabriel. He sounds like quite the catch! (pun intended hehe)

The writing style of this novel was alittle more sophisticated than I'm used to, but that's not necessarily a bad
thing. There were some parts where | had to reread the sentence to try to decipher it and understand what was
happening, and afew times | felt like the sentence could have been alot more succinct, while at the same
time attention-seeking and suspenseful. Again, that's just my opinion of the style. Everyone has their own
tastes when it comes to the style of anovel.

| also enjoyed the dynamic world that plays out in Merminia. So many things are still undiscovered, and |
hope | can find out more soon! | would recommend this book to anyone looking for a great read with some
action, suspense, and romance. | thoroughly enjoyed it! :)

Lauri Schlierman says

Thisissuch afun story! Mermaids have never been my first choice when selecting a book to devour, but this
one has left me hoping for a sequel. The plot is exciting and unpredictable. Though the romance was easy to
see coming, nearly every other twist caught me completely by surprise. | easily fell inlove (or hate) with the
characters, and | especially loved the heroine! The development of her character was great. She sounds like
someone | would enjoy spending time with, and | ook forward to learning more about her if there are more
books in the future. The ending was perfect. It wrapped up enough things nicely to feel like agood placeto
stop, but definitely had me wondering what happens next!



brandy oliver says

Merminia, by Emm Cole is definitely atreasure, avery unigue one at that!!

| can honestly say | have never read a book about mermaids before, and | never even have seen amermaid
fantasy, suspense, romance novel before. Of course, both of our daughters loved the Disney mermaid, but
that wasfor little girls;)

This book will actually grab your attention from the first page, and will keep your attention well until the
end!

Emm Colereally has atasteful, fresh, creative style that is written so well, you will see each character in
front of you, each segment of the story played out right before your eyes, and the images are not easily
forgotten.

Each character is very descriptively detailed, and all pretty easy to like, and maybe even adore! They al fit
together nicely, Selinne, being the main character. A confident, maybe alittle stubborn, and has lots of
determination, this mermaid is actually the type of main character females of all ages admire. Gabriel, isa
warrior, who Selinne, (and the reader), will end up falling head over heelsin love with, (or head over fins;)
Mermaids and Mermen, have the same types of issues, dilemmas, struggles, drama and feelings as humans
do. Parts of the storyline, the characters personalities, and the atmosphere are created in such away that we
can relate. And at the same time, this alluring tale will provide a place for you to escape the real world, for
just awhile, until the end.

| would hope there is a 2nd volume on the way very soon. | would definitely be interested in reading it! |
think thisis an excellent series that will prove to stand the test of time and will capture the hearts of many,
many fans. Young adult, fantasy, suspense, fairy tale fans. Even drama, romance, and adventure fans will
find that thisiswell worth your time!

Chad Mitchell says

It is not often that one will read a book about mermaids. The mermaid genre was not one that | knew existed.
But Emm Cole has made a genre of her own, even if one existed before.

The water world that this author has created is a degp and enticing one. It drags you down to its depths and
won't let you go. But do not expect aretelling of The Little Mermaid. Thisis a much more fascinating tale.
One that builds the beginning of a saga.

The story revolves around a mermaid named Selinne, a mermaid who possesses the magical ability to heal. It
isthe story of her and the world of the mermaids. Mermaids with differing tribes, differing powers, and a
magical ring. One that is powerful enough to control the fates.

It is an exciting story, and one that |eaves you wanting more. | will look forward to the rest of the books from
Emm Cole. A truly gifted new talent.

Lisa says

Finally afantasy book that is completely original, well thought out and extremely well written. This book is
fantastic. | was drawn in with the first paragraph. | loved the fact that | could not predict the ending.
I only hope the author continues the saga in another book.



SK.Munt says

Have you ever been swimming in the ocean on a chilly day and then stumble across a hidden patch of
warmth? There's nothing like it. It instantly soothes and makes you feel welcome where before you felt
uncomfortable and somewhat paranoid.

After months of scouring the virtual mermaid shelves and coming away dlightly irritated, Merminia has
become that delightful surprise-a patch of pleasant, familiar warmth.

What fascinates meisthe fact that this book, in so many ways, isthe polar opposite of my own. Historical,
mythical, under-sea kingdom dwellers who radiate light and battle opposing kingdoms-but there's so much
more to it then that and the scene it's set upon stretches from end of the ocean to the other and is not afraid to
push the reader's imaginations to the limits. Things which startled me at first, such asfire and flowers
underwater, healing rays and hair that stays pretty braided even when submerged simply become part of the
norm and reminded me that not everything | read needs to have afactual basis. It's imagination food and as
creative as anything in the Harry Potter series-relax, read on and grow big and strong!

Okay down to the specifics:)

The heroine Selinne, is of course beautiful and headstrong (If this kind of thing bothers you then go read
something gritty. Mermaids are supposed to be perfect and a bit sneaky) but can play saviour or damsel
depending on the conditions. | especialy like one of the beginning scenes when there is a battle and she
pockets some jewellery left behind. This made me laugh-because this is exactly what a mermaid would do,
especially ayoung one. And she instantly pays a price for thiswhich is a great way of sneakinginaYA
relevant theme without preaching.

The hero, or who | assume to be the hero, Gabriel, iswritten so well that he reminds me of the better behaved
though suspicious teenage boys | grew up with. | close my eyes and | can amost see the conflict on his face
and it'sawonderful that afemale writer has captured this practiced indifference. Too often lately male
heroes are just throwing themselves at the girl's feet, regardless of the repercussions and so | appreciate Miss
Col€e's ability to twist a stereotype and make it believable.

Thereisathird character and | worry that I've fallen in love with the guy who is destined to lose out on the
girl. Aramisiswonderful. And though he's selflessly devoted to Selinne, there is nothing saccharine about it.
His feelings do not weaken his character or detract from his attractiveness. He's not the crazy stalker-guy, or
the 'pity-me' best friend but afierce protector with unwavering devotion who sees her so clearly that he never
feels the need to push his own feelings to the forefront of her mind because heis resigned to the fact that
she's not in love with him. | see this curving towards alove triangle but | will try not to invest too much hope
that it swings-and stays-in Aramissdirection. But | can dream.

Merminiaiswritten in 3rd person from alternating perspectives but thankfully, the author keeps this style
clean and easy to follow. It iswritten for YA, so sexuality is not flaunted and violence is kept within
boundaries, and even though I've been shying away from this genre of late Miss Cole has written this story in



away that is accessible to all readers-from Middle grade to adult | cannot think of one moment in this story
that could lock and bolt it into one classification.

| have to take a moment to emphasise that this is the kind of Y A/paranormal romance which staystrue to the
genre and doesn't skew it to please teens everywhere by trying to be cool. There are no cell phones, no insta-
love, no bitchy school friends, no black and white 'jealous popular girl' (Thereis one but her character
development is as unique as the others and isin no way a stereotype) no trips to the mall, no naive 'Oh he
likes me? Redly?!" moments and no brand-dropping.

Sdinneis offlinel

Not one other mermaid or paranormal romance I've read lately can boast this-they've all, in sections or
sometimes constantly-read like a string of facebook posts among cheerleaders. But Merminiais about
mermaids. Not about how cool it would be, to be a mermaid, so you could take a selfie with atail. If | had
ten thumbs, I'd stick them all up for thisfeat alone! Y A's desperately need more books that focus on
character development on the deeper level, and do not just sprout catchphrases and wax lyrically about
beauty and boys.

On that note I'lll add that | couldn't tell that this was an Indie book. It has been meticulously edited and
crafted. The narrative voice is strong and smooth, but the most outstanding part of Emm Cole's writing is her
ability to knock you on your tail with some prolific sentiments, usually within character dialogue, that are
truly touching. For the first time ever-I actually highlighted stuff.

'l love her because | trust that she is the same person, no matter what company sheisin' Aramis (Ahh
SWOON!)

'My life has aways been mine, Merconius. The fates may play their games of magic and will death and
terror as they please. But my mistakes or triumphs cannot be owned by them or you. | have nothing but pity
for your emptiness.If you had all the power and control you seek, you would still never feel happy or whole.'
Sdinne (| know afew people who I'd like to tattoo this onto while they sleep, lal)

'Protecting our people means never hiding from afight, Bayren. Protecting your conscience means you
should never go in search of one either." (Whoah. See why | love Aramis?!)

Merminiaisthe mermaid book that every other mermaid book aspiresto be. Thisisthereal deal-fans of The
Little Mermaid, Mer cosplay enthusiasts and romantic fantasy readers are going to love this! There is beauty
without glitter, death without suffering, drama without becoming maudlin, sadness without angst and
darkness without shadow.

In an ocean full of Indie authors, Emm Cole has emerged as a bona-fide writer, and | eagerly look forward to
reading all of her future works.




Tracy says

[Dragons! (hide spoiler)]

Ariel Mathis says

| believe that the story of M erminia isthe perfect definition of Fantasy. Cole did such awonderful job on
the details in this story. What | mean by that is she didn't over do it on the details to where the story was
dragged out and make me lose interest. The under water world was fascinating & beautiful in my mind. Even
the place where the Litiants dwell was beautiful in it's own dark way. | will not go into the story for fear of
giving anything away. The synopsis tells you what it's about but when you read it you find how it all plays
out. Selienne, our main character, is beautiful, care free, adventurous, strong willed, & even abit naive (in
the beginning). As the story progresses and you see all that she goes through she's morphed into this mature
young mer-woman who has to take on the task of being the leader of her tribe. Y ou can really see how hard
she struggled with not breaking down because that's a big no no for aleader. It might not have been possible
without the help of Aramis. Ah, the dreamy & loveable Aramis. He's aways loved her but it's up to the
mermaid to decide who she wants to be with. So he waits. For her. It has nothing to do with orders and
everything to do with his heart. Even knowing that she loves another, he's right there behind her. At the end,
as part of her change, Selienne comes to realize hisfeelings for her. She'sjust put that in a place for later.

Y ou know, duty calls. Thereisreally so much more I'm leaving out but | just do not want to spoil anything
for future readers. This story was just simply amazing. There's atwist in there that had me wondering why |
didn't see it coming but it's because | was so wrapped up in the story that it took me by surprise. Well played,
Cole, well played. I'd definitely recommend this book to anyone who loves awell told fantasy with action &
romance, especialy if you have athing for mermaids. It's a unique story unlike any other. I'm so glad | read
it and even happier to start the sequel!!

Liz Meldon says

Thiswas my first venture into the realm of mermaids, and | have to say, Cole has me hooked AGAIN.
Merminia had awonderful cast of characters, all of whom were fleshed out and unique, set against a
beautiful backdrop that was so vivid it was like I'd lived in the various kingdoms all my life. What | love
most about Cole's writing is her exceptionally wonderful ability to make me fee like her fantastical worlds
are real. When you read her work, you see every detail, feel every emotion. The lore makes sense. It's
exciting. It makes you want more.

Now, | had afew issues with some of the romance. Zaraand Ulric's relationship was actually my favourite,
and I'm excited to explore more of it in the next book. Selinne and Gabriel, however, felt rushed and sort of
just... thrown together. | suppose extraordinary circumstances can bring unlikely people together, but | just
wasn't buying it. Meanwhile, Selinne's connection with Aramis? Lovely. Another relationship I'd like to see
more of in the future, so long as it doesn't turn into the dreaded love triangle.

Speaking of the next book... HOLY FORESHADOWING, BATMAN! I'm so excited to see our fav
mermaids take to the land to try to combat Ulric. | can't wait to delve back into this wonderful world,



because | know it's going to be crazy.

Recommended for fantasy lovers who enjoy a splash of romance with their angst.

Joseph McGarry says

Interesting take on mermaids. Most books have mermaids as atotally perfect kingdom, where everyone lives
in harmony, and the only problems arise when they interact with humans. The Litiant empire reminds me of
the Roman Empire. | thought it left itself open for a sequel, which there was. At first, | got lost in the
characters, but | eventually got intoit. All in al, agood book.

Thisreview (and rating) also appear on Amazon.com. | received a free copy from the author in exchange for
areview.

Emm Cole says

VISUAL INSPIRATION FOR MERMINIA:
https://www.pinter est.com/cole1952/me...

*MERMINIA PLAYLIST**

Silas:
God's Gonna Cut You Down - Johnny Cash
Hurt - Johnny Cash

Litiants vs. Merminians:
Fear -Sarah McLachlan
Rolling in the Deep -Adele

An outsider's perspective as entering the Litiant castle:
| Walk Alone - Tarja Turunen

Chapter 15, Genesis:

Do You Realize -Flaming Lips

When The Stars Go Blue -Tim McGraw
Never Let Me Go -Florence and the Machine

Selinne:
Fix You -Coldplay
Stronger -Kelly Clarkson



Secret Garden -Bruce Springsteen
I'm Just A Girl -No Doubt

Julgrens:
Ocean Soul -Nightwish

Gabriel & Selinnein the coral field:
Cannonball -Damien Rice

Gabriel:

Chasing Cars -Snow Patrol

Use Somebody -Kings of Leon
Collide -Howie Day

One Headlight -The Wallflowers

Aramis:

Still Lovin You -Scorpions

Here Without You -3 Doors Down
Say It To Me Now -Glen Hansard
Drop in the Ocean -Ron Pope

Ulric:
Beautiful Disaster -Kelly Clarkson

Bayren:
Sleeping Sun -Nightwish

Chapter 10, Claws, Ulric and Zara:
Dance Meto the End of Love - The Civil Wars
Lucia;

Mr Brightside - TheKillers
Insensitive - Jan Arden

End of Chapter 18, Silver:
Losing Your Memory -Ryan Star

Gabriel & Merconius:



Dustbowl Dance -Mumford & Sons

Chapter 20, Sunsets:
Goodbye My Lover - James Blunt

Chapter 23, Ready:

She Will Be Loved -Maroon 5

Just to See You Smile-Tim McGraw
The Way You Look Tonight -Rod Stewart

Zara:
Skinny Love -Birdy
Carribean Blue-Enya

Estelle:
Foolish Games -Jewel

Chapter 26, Waves:

Forrest Gump Suite -Forrest Gump Soundtrack
I'll Be Seeing You - Billie Holiday

Standing Outside the Fire - Garth Brooks

One Moment in Time - Whitney Houston

Come Home - One Republic

Sunshine Somerville says

Mermaid stories are not usually my thing. Well, not since | was obsessed with “The Little Mermaid” asa
kid. That being my only point of reference, | can’t really compare “Merminid’ to other mermaid books, but |
do know that | was very pleasantly surprised. This world under the seais much more complex than |
expected, and | really liked the use of different clans of mermaidsto create atense, almost political
atmosphere. The characters are all completely believable, and the main character of Selinne is someone |
could identify with and root for. | also liked that, on both sides of the conflict, there were characters you
cared about — not just the good guys' team. Even the commonly used love triangle aspect was fresh, not
overdone, and fit well into the bigger plot points and overarching story.

The writing itself is extremely descriptive and gives you arich picture of what this world and characters look



like. There was a bit too much description at times, | thought, so that it was alittle distracting from the action
going on, but it still works because there's something new to “see” at every turn. The backstory isthrown in
without distracting from the main story, and you quickly get afeel for the myths this story isworking with.
The plot never feels sluggish, and the pacing brings all the elements together so that, by the end, | was
satisfied and yet still wanted to read the sequel.

Definitely worth aread, even if you aren’t amermaid fan.




