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Pocket Neighborhoods: Creating Small Scale Community in a Large Scale World introduces an antidote to
faceless, placeless sprawl — small scale neighborhoods where people can easily know one another, where
empty nesters and single householders with far-flung families can find friendship or a helping hand nearby,
and where children can have shirt-tail aunties and uncles just beyond their front gate.The book describes
inspiring pocket neighborhoods through stories of the people who live there, as well as the progressive
planners, innovative architects, pioneering developers, craftspeople and gardeners who helped create them.

Sarah Susanka, author of the best selling “Not So Big House” series, wrote the Foreword to the book, placing
pocket neighborhoods within context of the contemporary trends in housing and community.
Ross Chapin begins the book by outlining the shifts in the scale of community and the American Dream over
several generations, leading to super-sized houses in a sea of development, then describes a solution to help
restore healthy, livable communities. The first section of the book looks at historic precedents of pocket
neighborhoods, from 15th century hofje almshouses in the Netherlands, to a 19th century Methodists Camp
Community on Martha’s Vineyard, to early 20th century Garden City models and Southern California
Cottage Courtyards. The second section covers a wide range of contemporary pocket neighborhoods,
including New Urban communities, affordable housing, houseboat communities, eco-neighborhoods, and
Ross Chapin Architects’ own pocket neighborhood examples. The third section focuses on ‘cohousing’
communities, from Danish origins in the 1960s, to examples across America, Australia and New Zealand,
including a chapter on senior cohousing. The fourth section looks at retrofitting pocket neighborhoods within
existing communities. Throughout the book are series of “Design Keys” that highlight the essential
principles of pocket neighborhood planning and design, and short stories about “Pocket Neighborhood
Pioneers” who blazed new trails. The book is filled with rich photographs, drawings, illustrations and site
plans, and a Resources section at the end provides leads for the reader to explore the topic in further detail.
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Mark Hoffman says

This beautifully crafted book explores neighborhoods both old and new and shares insights into what make
them such remarkable places to live in and visit. The book begins with background on historic communities
such as Martha's Vineyard and the Garden Cities of the 1900's, and then progresses to today's examples of
cottage communities and cohousing. Each chapter is full of beautifully illustrated plans and photos that
visually explain each design concept and give a true sense of what it's like to visit these remarkable places.
Ross is a developer as well as an architect and shares his own personal insights in the form of case studies
that explore the process of designing and building new small scale communities. His vision of pocket
neighborhoods are clusters of neighboring houses gathered around a shared open space such as a garden
courtyard. This book is an inspirational guide for anyone looking for innovative ideas on community design.

Hannah says

Unlike most of the reader's here I currently do not and have never lived in a Chapin neighborhood. I also am
not a Geography student or well acquainted with New Urbanism. As an introductory book this is lovely and I
am, however, a student who enjoyed this book for an entirely different reason than most: I study Theology.
What interests me is how people live in community in an increasingly secular world. How can we be certain
that we won't lose our common threads of humanity when we become more connected digitally but have less
human contact? I think Chapin neighborhoods are the perfect solution to such concerns.

The photography is stunning (and Chapin's architecture speaks for itself) in this book. Additionally, it is easy
to read and the anecdotal history of the different neighborhoods and of neighborhoods in general is
fascinating. This book is a must-read for anyone who is interested in communities and is looking for
something more than a superficial sense of being "together."

Kirsten says

This book is a good survey of cohousing/intentional community arrangements. It works best as a coffee table
book that you can pick up, be inspired, and put down for a bit. I was hoping for something with more in
depth information, especially about retrofitting existing neighborhoods and how these neighborhoods evolve.
Instead this book read like a very detailed brochure.

I was also bothered by the cultural homogeneity of the locations and especially of the images. I came away
from the book feeling that pocket neighborhoods are at best still in their utopia phase, and at worst inherently
exclusive and unfriendly to economic and cultural diversity. Personally, I got the impression these were not
something I would be able to find or afford for another 40 years.

If you have never heard of cohousing, definitely let Ross Chapin be your tour guide through these enriching
communities. However, if you are ready to answer "How do I create this?" look for something else, or use
this book as a springboard for further research.



Forestofglory says

I was chatting with some friends about tiny houses and that made me remember that pocket neighborhoods
where a thing. So then I went an looked them up online to show people and found out that this book exists.
So of course I checked it out of the library to see. This is really meant to be a coffee table book its kind of
repetitive in places and has lots of pretty pictures. Really fails to address class or racial issues, but instead
very design focused.

Tripleguess says

The text is disappointingly bland, but I found the concept of pocket neighborhoods -- and perhaps more so,
the idea of "connectedness" they are intended to achieve -- deeply exciting.

I would have liked to have "then and now" stories of each of the communities, ideas of what the daily life is
like. Flavorless quotes from a few residents aren't enough. The book pretty much gives each community a
section and that's that.

Would love to see more passionate book on the subject -- with more photos, please. =)

Jon says

It's an interesting idea, and might work in an ideal situation, but I see a lot of ways that it could go wrong. It
did address some of my concerns, but it didn't have enough depth to fully convince me.

Wendi Lau says

Beautiful pictures, beautiful idea! Shared places to eat, gather, play, and garden. Tiers of privacy. Lots of
examples. I like the idea of small-scale community, but what happens when someone doesn't get along? Is
not responsible for their own children, expecting more from neighbors without similarly contributing, or start
to neglect the communal spaces and things get dirty, broken, unkept? How to sustain this interesting idea
over time with different kinds of people? Is the solution seeding and maintaining residents with similar base
values of sharing and responsibility? This is a good communal planning concept, especially with the idea of
smaller spaces. Slightly higher density without losing quality of life.

James says

Living in Silicon Valley I see constant development and looking at it I see blatant flaws like overly small and
exposed balconies that will never be used along with little green space or common areas. Are we rebuilding
future projects, that horribly failed 60's concept? In this book, Chapin covers how real neighborhoods where



people know each other can be made as opposed to soulless megabox apartments and McMansion
developments.

Covered are the history of small, deliberate communities along with recent builds. Each section has a list of
design patterns used ala A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings, Construction as well as the process used to
get the properties built. Also covered are cohousing developments as well as retrofitting existing
neighborhoods to be more community oriented.

While you couldn't design a development with just this book, it can be a valuable checklist if you're looking
for a new place to live or are civically active about new development.

Dayna says

This book may deserve four stars (or five), but I can't be tempted to give it more than three. I liked it. I liked
it quite a lot. But I didn't quite four-stars-like it. Ross Chapin makes good points and his listed design keys
are great, but I thought it got a little repetitive. I liked his insights, the history and progression of pocket
neighborhoods, and the tales of projects that he has worked on. I also liked the "Neighborhood Pioneers"
sections, in that Chapin really credits the work and gives praise to the efforts of people besides himself and
other professionals. Many of the neighorhoods featured came about through the hard work and dedication of
the people that live in those neighborhoods...regular people. But that's one of the points of a pocket
neighborhood, it's about community and coming together. It's very appealing in theory. I'm not sure that I
would love living in some of the neighborhoods that Chapin describes, but as far as diversifying housing and
living options, as far as taking up less space and curbing urban sprawl, as far as using less and living simply,
it's great. I could live in a neighborhood based on this book, modified a little. It's inspiring.

Lauren Read says

Incredibly inspiring book highlighting how the built environment can contribute to enhancing social capital.
From historical examples to courtyard condos to taking back the alley to cohousing communities, every kind
of pocket neighborhood is profiled with concise text, fairy tale photos, and resources for further exploration.

Deborah Milagros says

The book starts with a charismatic forward by Sarah Susanka in which she expresses her hopes for a new
revival of small community neighborhoods; or should I say, a more generalized use. She opens the doors to
the discussion between neighborhoods designed with the automobile in mind versus those organized with the
individuals in mind. She believes this book will be a game changer within the industry.

The book itself is divided into four parts with various chapters; in addition to the forward and the afterword.
The first part contains a series of precedents to the pocket neighborhood prototype. The examples are from
different parts of the world and presents mostly the advantages of adopting this method. It also defines the
pocket neighborhood as a “cohesive cluster of homes gathered around some kind of common ground within
a larger surrounding neighborhood”.



On the second part, Chapin introduces some of his works as examples for contemporary pocket
neighborhoods. He shows pictures and detailed the development process and the different steps taken into
consideration for the creation of the environments and its usages. As well as, the characteristics for future
developments.

A group of cohousing communities was introduced on the third part of the book without significant
correlation to the communities previously presented. They felt more as additional information could be
distributed within the previous two parts. The author did keep the same structure, tone and coherency during
all the explanations.

Lastly, the fourth part of the book presents the efforts to include the pocket neighborhood system within
existing neighborhoods designed for single families taking privacy as it center. Ones again, steps to introduce
the pocket neighborhood were present and the arguments were convincing. This last part serves as an
introduction to the afterword.

In general, the book is excellent for those trying to learn more about the history and contemporary
development of the pocket neighborhood. Some areas remind me of ‘A Pattern Language’ by Christopher
Alexander (1977). I am almost sure many professors will introduce this book to their syllabus next fall. It is
perfect to stimulate a great conceptual conversation within a group of architectural pioneers.

It also presents a group of persons already working with the development of pocket neighborhoods and its
elements. As mentioned in the book, the necessity of educating contractors, architects, planners, developers,
etc. with the advantages of this system is intrinsic to its success.

The book has a great variety of visual elements to present the ideas and elements of the pocket
neighborhood. It is full of examples and possible schemes to be implemented. Somehow similar to the
Principles of New Urbanism. It is well written and easy to follow for those without an architectural
background. Therefore, it will be a great tool to be added into the current sustainable and ecological
discussion.

Sarah says

I should qualify my rating: I would have liked it a lot more if I hadn't already read a lot about the design and
structural decisions that encourage neighbors to form communities. I'd already heard of almost all the
examples in the book, and the section I was most interested in- retrofitting pre-existing neighborhoods to be
more community-friendly- wasn't terribly inspiring. Also, a good amount of focus seemed to be on keeping
semi-public spaces private, for only the use of "pocket neighborhood" residents. The author does in some
cases address this- pointing out ways neighborhoods can have welcoming entrances for "outsiders" as well-
but it often felt a little exclusionary.

Unrelated- one example particularly intrigued me. It was a development planned in the early 1930's as a
response to cars taking over neighborhoods; like many cohousing communities planned today, it placed
streets/ parking away from homes. It was never completed because the Depression hit, and of course after
WWII essentially all development was car-oriented. Based on when cars were becoming ubiquitous, I
wonder if the Depression prevented the U.S. as a whole from having a chance to better respond to car
culture.



Laura says

Although the descriptions of the neighborhoods got repetitive (I get that you need five layers of privacy in
every yard, you don't have to tell me many times over), this was an interesting book. The urban/infill aspect
was noticeably thin, although I suppose this is understandable considering the author's job is to build these
neighborhoods new.

My favorite idea from this book was the neighborhood that merged all their backyards into one extensive
park/play area.

Eric - I'm interested in hearing what you end up doing to try to invite community on your cul-de-sac. I didn't
come away with many immediate ideas for what to do in our yard so perhaps your inspiration from this book
will inspire us!

Karen says

I am really intrigued with the compelling problem of creating a greater sense of community and the extent to
which the built environment can be a solution. I was already familiar with the pocket neighborhood concept
when I bought the book, as well as many of the specific projects highlighted. Still, it is a beautiful book and
offer plenty of food for thought to someone who is new to the concept.

Eric says

3.5 stars. Great photos and some good design guidelines for building neighborhoods that enable community
to happen. Gave me several ideas for making our little piece of property more welcoming and community
oriented. I will prolly go back to this book in the future.


