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Annamarie says

So | enjoyed the first book, but overall thought it was going a bit too fast. | expected the same from the
second one, but oh boy, did Fallon get back to her usual awesome writing. We have about a dozen storylines
who all happen at the same time, are all connected and work really well together. Half thetime | couldn't
decide if | was happy that a chapter was over and | could move on to another character or if | wanted to stay
with the previous one.

Fallon managed to write compelling characters that you root for, even though most of them were pitted
against each other in some way and still surprise me with some of the decisions she made. (view spoiler) |
enjoyed that most of the things | expected to last through book two and three got resolved in book two (view
spoiler), because | wasn't ready to handle any of that for much longer. Not that | didn’t like it, but especially
the Micathing was so stressful to me. But let’s be real, most of the important things got resolved at the end
of Retribution, so you just know that shit is gonna hit the fan in Covenant.

And whilewe're at it, let’s get into some things | enjoyed alot:
(view spoiler)

All in all, this book reminded me why Fallon is and will always be my favourite author.

Lisa says

I love Jennifer Fallon's books and | realy wanted to know how the story of the Lyre-Thief continues. |

orderd the book in the internet and they shipped it to Europe for me. The two month waiting were totally
worth it.

| couldn't stop reading und it was over all too soon. That is the only pity. | easily could have read a book with
triceits lenght. Fallon's way too write never gets boring. ;)

There was a chliffhanger in the end, but in my opinion it was not es bad as the last time. It felt more like an
ending. But there are still enough problems unsolved, to wish for the next book.

The Book:
One or more Primals Gaods plan to unrave the Covenant, which would end Harshini and Demons alike and



bring chaos to the world. Too archive that goal, they stole the Lyre and gave it to Mika, who used it to
kidnap the Jaz, the son of Arianaand Damin. With him is Rikaia, who is not the least bit happy about beeing
made his partner of crime. But thereislittle she can do, if she doesn't want to be robbed of her free will as
well.

Charisse tries to make the best of beeing Rikaia, even if her husbands family turnes out to be awful.
Meanwhile there is chaos in Hythria and Ariana has to deal one crises after an other. In Fardohynathings
happen which won't make anything better.

The book was complex, unpredictable and had much action and exiting (mostly femal€) main characters.
Fallon tells a sound story and doesn't loose herself in ditails. | wish, that everyone that they can soon get itin
their homecountry, be it America, Europe, Asiaor Africa.

Ich liebe Jennifer Fallons Biicher und wollte nach dem Lyre-Thief unbedingt die Fortsetzung lesen. Ich habe
das Buch im Internet bestellt und lief? es mir nach Deutschland verschiffen. Zwei Monate spéter hielt ich es
endlich in Handen. Und es hat sich gelohnt!!!

Ich nicht mehr aufhéren konnte zu lesen und jetzt bin ich durch. Schade. Es ging viel zu schnell vorbei. T_T
Ich hétte ohne weiteres auch ein Buch der dreifachen Lange lesen kdnnen. Fallons Schreibstil 18sst keine
Langeweile aufkommen. ;)

Im Gegensatz zum letzten Buch habe ich den Cliffhanger dieses Mal als nicht ganz so schlimm empfunden.
Das Buch endet fur mich runder. Aber es bleiben genug Probleme ungel 6st um sich auf die Fortsetzung zu
freuen.

Zur Handlung:

Einer oder mehrere der Hauptgdtter wollen offensichtlich den Pakt aufkiindigen der zur Erschaffung der
Harshini und Damonen flihrte, was die Welt ins Chaos stiirzen wiirde. Deswegen hat er/haben sie die Lyra
des Gottes der Musik entwendet und dem Pakt so Kraft geraubt.

Mikel hat diese Lyra auf mysteridsem Weg erhalten und hat sie genutzt um den Kronprinzen von Hythria
Jaz, Arianas und Damins Sohn zu entfUhren. Rikaia verliert entgiiltig ihre Illusionen gegenlber, a's sie merkt
wie wahnsinnig und skrupellos er ist.

Charisee hdlt ihre Scharade weiter Aufrecht und muss feststellen, dass die Familie ihres Mannes weitgehend
ungeniefdar ist.

Damin schwebt zwischen Leben und Tod und R'shiel befindet sich mit seinem Geist in der Unterwelt um
ihre Schuld gegeniiber Bran zu bezahlen. Auch in Habets K éngreich zeichen sich immer mehr Katastrophen
ab, von denen Mikas Beeinflussung des Kronprinzen noch die positiveste war. Leider machen diese die
Harshini wieder zunichte.

Das Buch ist wieder sehr komplex, wenig vorhersehbar, action-geladen und enthdlt viele interessante
(Uberwiegend weibliche) Hauptcharaktere. Fallon konzentiert sich bel ihrer Erzdhlung auf das wesentliche
und verliert sich nicht in Details. Ich wiinsche allen, dass das Buch auch bald auf dem deutschen oder
wenigstens europaischen Markt erscheint.

Elizabeth Fitzgerald says

The Lyre Thief was one of my favourite books of 2016, so | was delighted to get the opportunity to review
the sequel. It didn't disappoaint.



Being an epic fantasy, the book has alarge cast of characters. | didn't stop to reread the first book, instead
choosing to dive in. It was a hit of an effort to remember who everyone was, but | soon got my feet under
me. The book also has a cast of charactersin the back to help, should you need it.

Onething | loved most about this seriesis that there are women everywhere. Most of the POV characters are
female and they drive the action forward at every turn. Although the setting is a generically medieval-
influenced fantasy comprised largely of patriarchal societies, the author uses her female charactersto
examine this set-up and to undermine it to some extent. Sophany and Rakaia are caught in relationships with
dangerous and abusive men. Both try to protect people they care about and influence the situation by playing
to very traditionally feminine roles. This provides an interesting contrast to Charisee and Adrina, both of
whom are more secure in their power, even if it is borrowed from their husbands. These two women use this
power to defy the patriarchy more directly, to varying degrees of success.

These women are without their flaws. Some of the minor female characters are downright horrible. And, as
with the first book, the POV characters often act selfishly--but thisis often a short step from survival and it's
never the sum of who they are. There's always someone they care about and this helps them to remain
likable.

There are afew places where the book wears its influences plainly. This was most notable when a childish
king declared it was his mission to drive out the elves and make his nation great again. The story isdark at
times, so this may not be the best choice for readers looking for alight escape.

However, if you're looking for a more hopeful, more feminist alternative to A Song of Ice and Fire,
Retribution may be the book for you.

Disclaimer: | was provided with afree copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.
This review contains spoilers for previous book.

Thisreview first appeared on Earl Grey Editing.

Connieb3 says

Ik blijf Jennifer Fallon een geweldige schrijfster vinden. Ook dit deel zat weer vol met plotwendingen en
humor. En nu is het wachten tot het derde deel in deze sub-trilogie binnen de Hythrun Chronicles verschijnt.
Dat zal nog wel even duren maar ik hoop dat ze hard aan het schrijven is aan dat deel.

Taylor says

I thought this book was good. | really like her writing and the characters interacting in the world she has
built. | lovethereveal at the end. | cannot wait to see how this story gets wrapped up, and am very excited to
get R'shiel back.

Spoilers below:

| am very very excited to see more interactions with the gods that I'm assuming is happening in the next



book.

Redlly liked Rakaia's and Charisee's stories (up until the end when they are al brought together.) Thought
the chapters involving the king's death and immediate aftermath were really thrilling. | thought Micawas
terrifying. And the last three chapters | found very compelling.

The only part of the book | did not like was how neatly everything was tied up right before the final three
chapters. | thought someone should have died. And always could have used more Marla (but | know I'm
being selfish since we got three books of her!) Otherwise great book. Excited to see what happens to the
golden lyre, where the other covenants are, which god started this war, and mostly to see R'shiel kick some
ass!

Lark says

A good continuation of the story. The Lyre Thief left uswith alittle bit of a cliffhanger, so I'm glad
Retribution quickly brought us back into the story without much gap.

The ending was wrapped up alittle too cleanly while also setting the stage for the book 3's villains.

A solid book 2 in this series.

Jennifer Gottschalk says

All to often the second book in atrilogy is the onein which not much happens and one basicaly fillsin time
waiting for the final installment. Happily, this was not the case with 'Retribution'.

| thoroughly enjoyed this installment and it has the added benefit of working quite well as a'stand alone'
novel. The characters were beautifully detailed and are of the kind that you either love them, or love to hate
them.

The story moved at a solid pace (not too fast and not too slow) and quite afew story lines were satisfactorily
resolved. At the end of the book, | was left eagerly anticipating the final book in thistrilogy.

Nardia says

Continuing to be totally consumed by this series. Although | think the writing is technically weaker than the
previous two trilogies, the characters are still fascinating and the plot is an emotional rollercoaster that has
me eagerly anticipating the next book.

| did feel there was some repetitive exposition. Not just of things that had happened in prior books, but it felt
like some things within this book were being repeated over and over just to fill up space... but | moved on
from that quickly enough, it was just something | found myself noticing more, even past the opening
chapters.



Thistrilogy does still feel like it's trying to be 'edgier’ than the others... Rape has been used rather flippantly
in away that has disappointed me, considering the ways it was respectfully tackled in Fallon's earlier works,
and the murder rate feels... odd. | find, as aresult, that my level of immersion in the story rises and falls
rather erratically. Sometimes the events of everything unfold in a spectacularly frustrating way that is the
effect I'm sure Fallon isaiming for, coming painfully close to aresolution of conflict and then tearing away
into new and terrifying dangers; at other times, deaths and lives felt cheapened and rendered more 1-
dimensional, and | felt more inclined to put the book down and walk away, evaluating how much | cared
about the characters versus how much | don't care for the ways some parts were handled. That's not to say
that this series has ever been especially light-hearted or free of pain and death or that all of it is unwelcome,
just that the execution of some parts felt less narratively engaging and meaningful at times, less like agrand
epic and more likea TV show trying vainly to shock me when it really didn't need to do that. Perhaps the
presence of far more pressing issues and conflicts at their boiling point is the reason why certain scenes felt
cheap? If there are things that matter more, there seemslittle point on focussing on micro-issues and trying to
blow them out of proportion. It just has this feeling of impatience, like, "get back to the rest!"

Speaking of which; Charisee's deliciously hot mess of a plotline is abig saving grace of the book though.
She makes me laugh and smile, and the ways in which she continues to survive despite the odds - and uphold
the strangely endearing code of values she has set for herself - had me catching my breath frequently. Kiam
isalso adelightful departure from the potential broody archetypes he could have fallen into, and | appreciate
all of his chapters, along with the check-ins with other major players. Rakaia as a character is also super
engaging. | like her less as a person than Charisee, but | find myself painfully entranced by her struggles and
the ways in which they personally resonated with me. The villain's tools of emotiona manipulation are
terrifying in how real and damaging they are, in the situations they create of domestic abuse and the
perpetuation of violent misogyny on amyriad of levels. | hated him, | could believe him as a person fully,
and found it all too awful to look away from. It was agony, but in away that really spoke to Jennifer Fallon's
strengths as awriter.

It's really refreshing to read high fantasy that doesn't flinch away from depicting an ongoing emotionally
abusive relationship from the survivor's viewpoint. | honestly don't actually know if |'ve read that in any
book, ever. It's a hard topic to pull off meaningfully, and | think Fallon has done so well, in away that both
doesjustice to the survivor's fears and struggles and doesn't undermine the difficulty of it or blame the
victims, while also pragmatically and honestly pointing out how certain weaknesses played into the situation.

Overall | think this book is a hit. Hopefully the misses are just kinks that will be smoothed out over the next
two books. I'm going to read them even if they don't, though. I'm only as critical as| am because thisis still
one of my favourite ongoing fantasy series of all time, and | have come to expect exceptionally high quality
writing here, and know | can count on more to come.

Simone says

| need the next book!

Tsana Dolichva says

Retribution by Jennifer Fallon is the second book in the War of the Gods trilogy, preceded by The Lyre Thief



which | have also read and reviewed. As you might guess from the seriestitle, thisisabig fat fantasy book.
And, being the second in the series, is not agood place to start reading. | definitely recommend starting with
The Lyre Thief, or even the earlier two series. The Hythrun Chronicles and the Demon Child Trilogy.

| have been afan of Fallon's writing for many years now (much longer than this blog has been in existence)
and this latest instalment set in her longest-running universe does not disappoint. Fallon continues to
masterfully connect the plot threads of many charactersin ways that feel organic rather than contrived.
There's alot going on in this book and each set of characters have their own motivations for following their
own paths. To the point where events that are genuinely coincidental (from the reader's relatively omniscient
perspective) seems suspicious to charactersinside the story.

The complexity of the intertwining storylines is something | have always enjoyed in Fallon's writing.
Retribution picks up the same groups of characters that we came to know in The Lyre Thief and continues
their stories. | would not expect this book to make sense without having read the previous volume. | imagine
that having read the earlier seriesis aso helpful since there are some referencesto earlier events and some
minor charactersin Retribution who were central to the storiesin the Demon Child Trilogy and/or the
Hythrun Chronicles. Although The War of the Gods is a separate series it is also a continuation of ideas and
charactersintroduced earlier.

| really enjoyed Retribution and am looking forward to the next book in the series (although | fear it will be a
longer wait than | would like). | recommend this series to fans of intrigue and fantasy books with large casts
of characters. And especially to fans of Fallon's earlier works, especialy the two series set in the same
universe.

45/5 stars

Y ou can read more of my reviews on




