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Myrina has prepared for thirteen years to join the Moon Riders—learning the sacred dances, the art of using
a weapon, and listening to her mother and grandmother's tales of their time spent with the Moon-maidens.
Finally, the day arrives when she will leave her family and devote herself to the Old Woman, Atisha, and her
tribe of fearless young warriors.

No sooner do Myrina and the Riders leave camp when a stowaway is discovered: Cassandra, the troubled
young princess of Troy. Myrina is skeptical of Cassandra's "visions" of death and destruction in Troy; and
yet when her predictions begin to come true, she and the other Moon Riders have no choice but to get
involved. The events that unfold as the Trojan War wages on will affect Myrina, Cassandra, and the Moon
Riders in unimaginable, unforgettable ways.

Acclaimed British author Theresa Tomlinson expertly brings to life the legend of the Amazons and sets it
against a backdrop of one of the most mythic, imagination-inspiring battles in all of history.
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From Reader Review The Moon Riders for online ebook

Terri Pray says

Beautifully written, a completely different take on the Trojan wall. The Moon Riders are a twist on the
Amazon mythos, and a compelling twist at that.

The story follows the one Moon Rider, Myrina, from her entrance into the Moon Riders (which is supposed
to be for 7 or so years before she returns and takes a mate), through to the defeat of Troy.

I'd recommend this book to those who love stories about the Trojan war, with the caveat that this deals more
with one group of people caught up in the war, rather than focusing on the Paris/Helen story.

Hollie Robb says

What the heck, I had a killer review on this book, now I lost it! Well I thought that it was a killer review.
Anyway I'll try it again.

This book very disappointing. It was boringly slow, and I am glad that I am done with it. It wasn't what I
thought it would be. I wanted to have a good Amazon woman story. Her story about Homers Iliad, you know
the Torjan war. Theresa Tomlinson got some of the Greek Mythology wrong, but not all of it.

The Amazon Women were the Daughter of Aries, they didn't worship mother earth. They were known as
breastless women. They cut or burned off the right breast,to have better bow aim. They could have posed for
Picasso, they were lopsided. Maybe they were his muses?

Agamemon took Cassandra back with him to Mycenae. She gave him twins. Agamemon's wife
Chrysothemis, and her lover Aegisthus,killed Agamemon, Cassandra and their children, for revenge for the
sacrifice of Iphigenia. What is fascinating is that Orestes,Agamemon's son avenged him, killing Aegisthus,
this story was thought to be the inspiration for Shakespeare's Hamlet.

For more Greek Mythology click on the link.http://www.in2greece.com/english/hist...

Jess says

SOOO GOOD!!! I read this a while ago, but I found the sequel at the library while I was working and knew I
had to reread this. I had forgotten just how much I love it! Very excited, very good characters, especially
because they weren't all the same. They all had the same goal, but sometimes an author makes secondary
characters all about the same. Not so here. I also loved that Myrina had no problem with kids. It always
irritates me when the warrior woman doesn't want kids because she's just "too tough for that sort of thing".
Gag me. I love how Myrina can be kind, but when she's fighting she is very buisness-like. Oh, and Tomi
might possibly be one of the cutest fictional guys.



Penelope Cole says

I read The Moon Riders, the story of Myrina, head of the legendary Moon Riders, after the fall of Troy. I was
interested in these stories because they relate to Archaeologist Jeannine Davis-Kimball's work in Warrior
Women. Davis-Kimball's book follows nomadic Sauro-Sarmatian women from Kazakstan to the Mongolian
steppes, clearly showing that a blond modern day nomad was related to a Woman Warrior Priestess buried in
Pokrovka, Kazakstan. Tomlinson's books illustrate how those Amazon women of myth and history could
have made the trip from Troy; by crossing the Black Sea and intermarrying with the Sauro-Sarmatian
Nomads. Tomlinson's books blend Amazon history and myth with magic in a very believable way. You truly
care about the characters and are cheering them on their way.The story continues in the sequel, Voyage of
the Snake Lady, by Theresa Tomlinson.

Dove Harbour says

I've always loved this story, even though it's aimed a little younger than me now. It's one of those epic
adventures in a different world that I always like. The only complaint I have is that the secondary characters
could have been fleshed out more, some of them are a little two dimensional. There is also a bit of a gender
imbalance, but it is perhaps unavoidable to not have a lot of important male characters in a story about
warrior women.

Karen says

this book is okay. but… the whole book is fakish. it's not that…realistic. i mean, going to the war, coming
with the 'plots' … nothing gripping, nothing really adventurous. it felt like the 'adventures' and 'dangers'
seems sort of fake, you know, not that DANGEROUS or ADVENTUROUS.
Plus, some statements are pretty…you know, famish again. it's like the author wanted to complete a sentence
by adding pointless, or things that aren't really what it originally is, into it. like ( it's not really in the book but
it's an example): she smiled, and touched her nails. ok, i have no idea how to explain. just for those who
haven't read it yet, look out for these. it's like… it seems that that particular statement wasn't what the author
originally thought the character or thing to do or look,but she just added it so she can make her sentences
more complete. those who also write stories will understand. like you might not have really thought of the
girl to be tying her hair up, but you saw the lack of action between the conversations, or something, and
you'll want to make her be tying he her hair when she's talking on the bus with her friends. something like
that, you know. all through the books i met those kind of statements/ sentences, and was quite aware of it. i
hope someone does, too.
in conclusion, i think it seems that the author is trying a little too hard on the writing, making things…(i have
no word for it) fakish. andd the plot is kind of scattered. either way, the book is fine.

Kristin says

I haven't read any Greek mythology in a long time. This was a treat. It's not very heavy on the mythology
aspect nor even much magic. But it is a great story of how normal events could become myth.



Natalie says

Myrina has always wanted to be a Moon Rider, what the Achaeons call Amazons. This isn't a traditional
story of Amazons, however, as the Moon Riders marry and move out of the tribe after seven years. Myrina
begins her training when the princess of Troy, Cassandra, joins training.

Cassandra won't be able to stay the whole seven years. Events in Troy change the future of not only
Cassandra, but of all the Moon Riders.

This is a great retelling of the Trojan War. There are sequels.

Kiersten says

A pretty good book; a solid combination of high heroine adventure and classic myth and history.
Compelling, immersive, actually charming, and very sad. The emotional connection felt a little bit on-and-
off, however; I felt very drawn to some relationships in the story and not at all affected by others. That's
really my only negative comment; I fully enjoyed reading this. I don’t know if I will read the sequel, though,
if I ever come across it – it just wouldn’t be the same. The Moon Riders is a strong standalone novel.

Loraine says

The Moon riders is an exploration of what it was like to be a woman among the Mazagardi tribe of Amazons
over two thousand years ago. Compared to Alice Hoffman's The Foretelling, Tomlinson's narrative style is
pretty pedestrian. That being said, Tomlinson did some pretty nifty things--for one thing, she turned the siege
of Troy on its head, telling a tale from the perspective of nomadic tribes who lived in Anatolia, Thessaly and
other lands surrounding the both the Aegean Sea and the Sea of Marmara and felt the brunt of a ten year war.
She also treated Achilles, Agamemnon, and Menaleus as brutal warlords, willing to sacrifice a girl child so
that the siege on Troy could be joined. Yes, one needs to have read Homer's Iliad in order to fully appreciate
Tomlinson's sweeping tale.

But at heart, this is a story about a matriarchal society of women warriors, Amazons who ranged from
southern Anatolia to Thrace and worshiped Earth Mother Maa. They loved their earth and its elements, and
danced their love under the moon, or along the shoreline, or on the backs of their horses. Tomlinson shows
great sympathy for the lives of slaves, as well, and they become an important part of the plot. They also
engaged in the struggle, as a friend of the Trojans. Nomadic migrations, hunting and gathering for food and
medicines, preserving the integrity of the tribe, passing on the worship of Earth Mother Maa and their fierce
independence--there's a lot of stuff in this story, which belies Tomlinson's narrative style of simply telling a
straight forward story.



JudgyK says

Authors have a habit of taking real and/or literary events and adding imaginary characters to them.
Sometimes it works out well, like Ragtime. Other times it’s just sort of .. a thing that people do, and can be a
little interesting to see how they explain history but can also be awfully predictable and kind of meh. The
Moon Riders is more along the lines of the latter.

Your first inkling that something fishy is going on here arrives when you see King Priam, his daughter
Cassandra, King Agamemnon, and his daughter Iphigenia all hanging out together near Troy. Then you
remember perhaps that CRAP you *did* read this in the book description but totally forgot and UGH now
you’ve started but your eyes are involuntarily rolling so hard you’re getting a headache. Maybe.

The titular Moon Riders are a fictionalized version of the Amazons. Being a moon rider is often hereditary,
so if your mother and grandmother were moon riders, your sister and you will be as well. In general, the
moon riders travel across the land doing sacred dances in religious ceremonies. At times, however, the moon
riders “turn warrior” and fight as necessary, so they’re all trained in shooting arrows from horseback. Of
course they MUST be turning warrior, if for no reason other than Homer wrote that it was so, but that’s
approximately 10 years down the road.

The thing is, I would have really liked this story a lot more if it took place any time other than during the
Trojan War. The main character is surprised that Prince Paris seems to have some other dude’s wife with
him! And the other dude wants her back? HUH. Achilles will pillage all the lands while waiting to beat up
Troy? Cool story bro. I wonder if that guy has a weakness anywhere. Crap, and now I’m stuck rolling my
eyes again.

This is a female-centric telling of the Iliad, but not from the perspective of the women who sat around in
Troy during the siege or the women who sat around on Ithaka waiting for their husband to take the world’s
longest boat ride. The moon riders are active in life and their own destinies; they serve for seven years, and
then choose a husband for themselves. They are strong and capable. The nomadic tribes they come from
support this and don’t think women are pretty flowers meant as silent decoration. HOW CONVENIENT.
The whole moon riders thing is interesting; the customs and magic and travels are each interesting in their
own right. Couldn’t it just be that a few years BEFORE the Iliad they existed and turned warrior to defend
some random village from something that we haven’t all heard the story of a hundred times? Alas; no. Also,
just like the Iliad, The Moon Riders begins with all sorts of backstory and Big Happenings, but then gets
bored and says SKIP TO THE END and all of a sudden it’s 10 years later and nothing new has happened. I
wish something new had happened once or twice in there. But no such luck.

It wasn’t terrible, but it wasn’t terribly good either. In its defense, it was infinitely more faithful to its source
than that horrible Brad Pitt movie.

*TheWrittenWord*Mo says

This was an ok book, It tols a good story and when things happened to the main character Myrina I did cry
and laugh, but for me it lacked that little bit extra that makes a book unforgettable.



I really liked the Moon Riders though, I thought it showed how women were powerful even then and
respected. Myrina was a character you could easily like, as was Cassandra of Troy what I most liked about
the book was the fact that the Moon Riders believed Cassandra, whereas in mythology it was said none
believed her and her visions, it made me smile that a group of fighting and dancing 'Amazons' would be
realistic and believe.

I think this book definitely adds something for those who know the story of Troy and Cassandra, other than
the usual story of Helen and Paris.

Aoife says

4.5 stars

Set in the Trojan era, The Moon Riders tells the story of Myrina who joins the legendary and spiritual Moon
Riders, aged 13. With the warrior priestesses, Myrina grows in confidence, strength and power and learns
how to defend herself and lead an extraordinary group of women. Myrina also becomes best friends with the
Princess Cassandra, and has to face the army of Agamemnon, and Achilles, when they come to wage war on
Troy.

I remember reading this when I was 13/14 years old and being absolutely gripped. As a young girl, I
probably couldn't have read anything better to make me believe in myself and in the power of women. This
book is full of powerful woman leaders. Women who aren;t afraid of standing up to men and who can ride
and fight alongside the strongest of male warriors. It's also packed jam with female friendships!

I gave this book 4.5 instead of 5 just because on rereading it, I wasn't quite as gripped as i was when I was
younger. It was still a fantastic tale about one of my favourite periods of time to read about.

Amber 7-3 says

This book is a wonderful story full of action and adventure! The story is based off the Trojan War but in the
eyes of the Moon Riders, or more commonly known as the Amazons. The book is fantastically written and
tells a compelling story of a girl and a journey that could make her lose everything that she hold dear to her
heart. The Moon Riders is an exciting tale that keeps you reading the book. I would highly recemend this to
people who like a book with a little bit of everything. This story has some histery, action, a tiny bit of
romance, tradgity, death, happyness, and a whole lot of adventure. The Moon Riders is an amazing book!

Kathryn says

The problem with books like The Moon Riders is that you know what's going to happen. Maybe not
specifically what will happen to the imaginary main character, but when you read that she's meeting up with
King Priam, his son Paris, and his daughter Cassandra while they chat about how King Menelaus married
some lady named Helen, you KNOW this shit isn't going to end well.

Tomlinson adds some interesting stuff to the Iliad. She imagines a group of women who travel through



Anatolia and Thrace performing dances to the gods through the yearly cycle. They great the dawn each
morning, and sing the sun down each night. They sing and dance for harvest, for planting, for fish, for
weddings. They are chosen matrilineally and spend 7 years as Moon Maidens before rejoining their
families/tribes and getting married. At times, as needed, they "turn warrior" and fight - they're amused to find
that some call them "Amazons" and claim they cut off a boob to make archery easier. This is fun. They're
watching the Trojan War from afar, working with the tribes who are being killed by raiding parties
throughout the surrounding lands while the siege continues. This is interesting, and I wouldn't mind hearing
more about it.

Instead, you see the beginning of the war and then POOF it's ten years later. And we still know how it's all
going to end. There are no changes to the basic facts, no interesting feminist re-write a la The Mists of
Avalon or anything like it. The war happens, nobody believes Cassandra, Troy burns after a horse comes in.
It's all more than a little anticlimactic.

If a free copy shows up your way, reading it won't hurt, but I certainly wouldn't pay for it. BUT! They do
winter on Lesvos, where I spent a summer abroad, so that warmed my cold dead heart more than a little.


