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When she embarks on charade one night to save the family tea plantation, spirited Rose Chesterfield gets
more than she bargained for: marriage to the deliciously notorious rake, Viscount Rampton. Unwittingly
implicated in a series of high profile jewel robberies, Rose must outwit ajealous adversary in order to clear
her blackened name. But can she regain the love and respect of her husband?
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ROMANTIC HISTORICAL REVIEW BLOG says

Review Rating: 3.5
Review by: Caz

Link to Review: http://romantichistoricallovers.wordp...

Carol *Young at Heart Oldie* says

| have my favourite historical romance must-read authors but I'm also happy to try new and upcoming
authors. So when | was given the opportunity of reviewing A LITTLE DECEPTION by Beverley Eikli, a
new author to me, | was looking forward to reading this story of love, deception and revenge.

When the story opensin London, Rose Chesterfield and her brother, Charles, are desperate to find some way
to save their family sugar plantation in the West Indies. Charles's wife, Helena, a compul sive gambler and
laudanum addict, lost the plantation in a card game and now they must find away of delaying Viscount
Rampton from claiming the debt until they can raise the funds to pay him off. With Helena under the
influence of laudanum, Rose intends to pose as Lady Chesterfield at the dinner being held by Lord Rampton,
despite her brother's misgivings.

Ashley Delacroix, Viscount Rampton, does not normally combine business with pleasure but, having heard
hisfriend, Adrian Babbage's account of the wild night he spent with Lady Chesterfield, he finds hisinterest
piqued. However, there is something about her that does not quite fit in with the image Baggage painted.

Wearing one of Helena's outrageously daring gowns, Rose plays the part of seductresswell. Sheis aware
that she has captured the handsome Viscount's interest and she finds his ‘ unconcealed admiration' heady.

Ashley has every intention of making the exquisite Lady Chesterfield his mistressin return for writing off
the debt. When attending Lord and Lady Barbery's ball, Rose is wearing a diamond necklace belonging to
Helena, a gift she saysisfrom one of her many admirers. Rose is therefore shocked to be accused by Lady
Barbery of stealing it from her. Rampton steps in and manages to placate Lady Barbery, who happensto be
his former mistress.

When Rose and Rampton are found in a compromising situation by Charles, Rampton learns that Rose is not
Lady Chesterfield at all but the unmarried Miss Chesterfield. He believesit has been aruseto trick him into
marriage until he discovers Rose isintent on returning to the West Indies. Honor compels Rampton to ask
Rose to marry him but will she accept his proposal or choose to sail away from him forever?

| found A LITTLE DECEPTION a pleasant read but certain elements | require in abook were missing. |
aways look for awonderful chemistry between the hero and heroine, but from the beginning, | just didn't
feel any real passion between Rose and Rampton. Rampton should have been far more dynamic in my
opinion and hisinitial encounterswith ‘Lady Chesterfield' far more intense. After all, here's a seasoned rake
eager to convince ‘Lady Chesterfield' to be his next mistress. | think sharp and witty dialogue between Rose



and Rampton would have helped to create a more vivid picture.

When Rampton swept Rose into his arms and carried her upstairs on their wedding night, ‘ she felt no
apprehension, only delicious anticipation'. So did I! Unfortunately, | was to be disappointed because there
was no love scene at all. | appreciate that the author may not want explicit love scenes but | think some kind
of intimate scene, however short, would have helped establish a physical bond between them.

| thought the conflict between Rose and Rampton was rather drawn out and | did get irritated by Rampton's
constant acceptance of hiswife's guilt regarding the thefts and a possible affair. It was, therefore, hard to
accept when he suddenly decided to accept his wife's innocence without question!

One character who really cameto life for me was Helena, Rose's sister-in-law. Beautiful, bitchy and totally
ruthless, she plots and schemes to get what she wants and | love how she constantly uses Oswald, Rose's
cousin, in her schemes luring him with the promise of sexual favours, a promise she has no intension of
keeping. There are a number of other secondary characters but none are as colourful as Helena.

| liked the dramatic and quite shocking ending but it was almost spoiled for me by a specific action on
Rampton's part! | can't say any more because it would spoil the ending, but if you do read the book, | think
you'll understand what | mean.

A LITTLE DECEPTION will appeal to anyone who enjoys alight entertaining story with atouch of drama
but those readers who like their books with plenty of passion, angst and hot love scenes will have to ook
elsawhere.

http://www.theromancereviews.com/view...

This review was originally written for The Romance Reviews

Rosa says

slow read

Nia says

| enjoyed this book and it kept me reading to the end without much difficulty. There is nothing new in the
forced marriage, misunderstandings ensue and all end happily ever after but there were afew twists to keep
things moving. It got a bit over dramatic for my tastes though but it did provide entertainment!

Literary Chanteuse says

For a star rating and complete review, visit Ind'tale Magazine Dec/Jan 2012/13 issue online.
http://www.indtale.com/reviewd/little...



Caz says

3.5 stars (was going to be 4 - see below)

| found this to be an engrossing and enjoyable read. A Little Deception is aromantic melodramain which the
heroine is subjected to the evil machinations of no less than three different characters, and the different twists
and turns of the plot, in the second half especially, kept me anxiously turning the pages, desperate to find out

how all the strands would eventually be unravelled.

The story starts with Rose Chesterfield insisting on accompanying her brother Charlesto adinner party in
the place of his spoilt, selfish wife, Helena, who is, not to put too fine a point on it, too stoned to attend
herself. Helenais in debt to the host, Lord Rampton, and Rose wants see if she can somehow get Rampton to
give them alittle longer to pay it off.

This“little deception” setsin train a series of events which involve Rose in an ever deepening mire of
distrust and unwitting duplicity which could cost her not only her reputation and place in society, but her
chance at happiness with the only man she has ever loved.

Whileit'sfair to say that the existence of a Big Misunderstanding between the hero and heroine in the
romance genre is far from original, the author managed to retain my interest by the sheer audacity of some of
the deceptions practiced upon Rose and Rampton, and by her abiity to keep piling on the angst until it
seemed as though there was no way forward for Rose and that she really did stand to lose everything she
held dear.

Eikli takes her timein setting the scene and familiarising us with her characters at the outset. The attraction
between Rose and Rampton is pal pable and the atmosphere crackles with sexua tension whenever they are
together. Rose has always played second-fiddle to Helena and has never thought of herself as attractive; she
has almost always subjugated her own wishes in order to do what she thinks is best for her family.

Helenais probably the most well-drawn character in the book. She is selfish, ruthless and utterly vicious;
single-mindedly, she works towards to bring about Rose’ s ruin and without compunction, draws others into
her scheme to destroy Rose. So great is her cunning that the men she ensnares do not even realise the depth
of her desire for revenge. | will admit that there were timesin the story when | wanted to slap some sense
into Rose as she fell for yet another of Helena' s lies, but conversely, Helena was so convincing in the way
she played to Rose' s genuine desire to help her for Charles' sake that it was easy to understand why Rose
acted as she did.

Rampton is probably more of a conventional hero in that he is handsome, rich and somewhat autocratic. He
is powerfully drawn to Rose, and believing her to be a married woman, intends to make her his mistress. But
along the way, he beginsto realise that while he lusts after her body, he isintrigued by her spirit and by the
time her deception is exposed, he iswell on the way to being in love, an emotion he had never expected to
fed for the woman he would eventually marry.

For atime, the pair are happy, but it is not long before Helena' s jeal ousy begins to erode their happiness and
confidence in each other.
| will admit that | did get alittle frustrated at times by the fact that Rose and Rampton did not directly



address some of their difficulties early on — preferring instead to reaffirm their sexual desire for each other in
bed. And of course, even though both of them admit to knowing that the other could not possibly be capable
of X or Y, things quickly escalate to a point where their lack of communication, aided and abetted by
Helena s machinations mean that their relationship has almost broken down completely.

Of course, al isdiscovered in the nick of time and things end happily — but | did take akind of perverse
enjoyment in the way my stomach was twisted into knots at each further deception.

| feel | can’t complete this review without commenting on the fact that there are a number of mistakes and
typosin the copy of the book | received for review. Had there been just one or two, | would have let it go,
but there were more than that, in addition to instances of the wrong name or word being used. On a purely
personal level, thisis something that irritates me because it takes me out of the story while my brain makes
the required corrections. | know it’s not a deal-breaker for some, but | feel that if someoneis paying good
money for a product, they should be able to expect it to be as good as the producer can makeit. Hence, | felt
I had to knock off a half star from the four | was going to award originally.

Thisreview will appear at the Romantic Historical Fictioh Lovers blog on 14 January 2013.

Review copy courtesy of Goddess Fish Promotions

Sabrina says

| could not finish this book and therefore will not rate it.

The premise and beginning was very good and | was wrapped up in the story. Unfortunately, once our couple
got together things fell apart for me. | couldn't handle all of the misunderstandings between the two. It
happened one too many times and | was only half way through the book.

Faie Bell says

Another gripping tale by Beverley Eikli, my favourite Regency Romance writer. Heroine Rose Chesterfield
is an indominatable character who faces the trials visited on her by her brother's gambling and her sister-in-
law's wicked ways with grace.

Rampton as the hero is captivating and you feel every sting as the relationship between Rose and Rampton is
tested again and again by the behaviours of Rose's family.

It'sawild rideto the end, like al Beverley Eikli's books as your heartstrings are played like a harp.

Alison says

An ok read, some of the characters are stronger than others. Wasn't really convinced of Rampton's affections



or really that interested in the panto villains.

Dana says

I managed to finish the book but it was difficult. The plot dragged on for about twice aslong asit should
have, IMO. The main characters were interesting but | just didn't enjoy the story.

InD'tale M agazine says

Although it is slow to start, the plot does begin to thicken with an incredible amount of twists and turns from
the devious mind of Helena.

Read full review in the 2012 Holiday issue of InD’tale Magazine.

Deanna Walker says

Great read! | knew that was Helena's doing to Rose of deception & lying the whole time! Glad that finally
over so Rose & Rampton can have a better livesin the future.




