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A pair of glass slippers that can change her life? When something is too good to be true, it usually is...

Adelaide has lived her entire life cursed with a birthmark that makes people shy away. When an invitation to
the Elder Prince’s ball falls in her lap, she knows attending would only cause people to shun her more.

A fairy godmother feels her pain and offers her a pair of glass slippers that not only transform her ragged
dress to an elegant gown, but also removes the mark that covers her face. However, Adelaide soon learns that
the beautiful slippers can steal away more than just her birthmark, leaving her cursed in a far worse way.

This retelling of the classic Cinderella story will resound with readers of young adult fiction who love
paranormal fantasy, fairy tales, and a splash of romance.
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From Reader Review Cursed Beauty for online ebook

Kristyna says

“Is anything ever worth doing truly safe?”

The fairy godmother’s enticing words perfectly sum up the tone of Cursed Beauty by Dorian Tsukioka. This
story is a fairy tale retelling with very unique twists on the original Cinderella story, creating a darker tale
filled with romance and treachery.

To be perfectly honest, I’m not a huge fan of fairy retellings but I really enjoyed this one. I think the fairy
godmother as the villain was a unique take on the classic Cinderella story. The main character, Adelaide, was
the perfect protagonist with a strong moral compass and bottomless compassion. I loved how complex the
two princes were, each was uniquely lovable. I also thought the truth revealed about the stepmother was a
great connection to the original story but with a distinctive twist.

This story was a short read but very well-written. I got lost in it and was surprised at how well I felt I knew
the characters even though it wasn’t very long. The plot was well-developed and I wasn’t expecting the
twists at the end of the story. The pacing was great even though it was a quick read and really there wasn’t
anything I didn’t like about it. It could only be more enjoyable if the story was beefed up a bit more, making
it a full-length novel.

Tsukioka shows great promise as a writer for Young Adult fantasy. She brings a fresh perspective with her
fairy tale retelling, one I wasn’t expecting. I would definitely be interested in reading more from her.

STARS: 4 out of 5

Thank you Dorian Tsukioka for a copy in exchange for an honest review!

Laura Reading says

A grown up fairy tale too good to set down.
Get lost in a favorite fable with a magical spin to keep adult readers engrossed and turning pages.

Adelaide was fortunate to only have one annoying stepsister in this version of the Cinderella fairy tale, but
her stepmother, Celeste, is as cold as they come.
There are TWO hunky princes in this tale and no rats, mice or pumpkins for the carriage.
There is magic in those glass slippers and they are indestructible.
They have a mind of their own.
The Prince's ball goes on for DAYS!

I read this book quickly as I really wanted to know how it would end, even though we are "prepared" by a
prologue.



It is a book I will go back and read again more slowly to savor the detail.
I very much enjoy retellings and this is among the best I have read.

I was gifted a copy of this ebook but the opinions are my own.
I would love to see this as a tv holiday special or a stage play.

Gabby (What's Beyond Forks?) says

Full Review at: What's Beyond Forks?

Cursed Beauty put a whole new spin on the Cinderella story we all know and love. For such a short story, we
are given a whole lot of information on Adelaide and the Prince's history. Yes, they have a history of sorts
way before the ball ever happens. With a birthmark covering her face, Adelaide isn't your typical Cinderella,
and as you read, you'll find there's more to some of the other characters too. I enjoyed this book a great deal,
and I'm looking forward to more in this new series!

Cursed Beauty by Dorian Tsukioka was kindly provided to me by the author for review. The opinions are my
own.

Madison Woods says

Other than being absolutely in love with fairy retellings, I jumped at the chance to read and review a retelling
of one of my favorite classic Disney stories when I was a little one. I was pleased with the outcome of the
story.

As you know, fairy novels are always either very romantic and very happy-ending like or very scary and
very sad that it makes me shout at night and make me want to watch the good one after a million times.
Cursed Beauty was not exactly like this because it had every little touch in there as the summary says.

I really loved the idea of Adelaide and her ‘cursed beauty’ because it brings out the known phrase that beauty
is not always physically, but emotionally as well. Disney movies usually portray beauty as on the outside,
but Cursed Beauty changed that notion.

The only thing I really was not feeling good vibes from was the cover. The book was great, but again, if we
are honest, we know that people judge the book by its cover. I believe that in the future, a better cover can be
made that really gives the vibes of a great Cinderella retelling, but still give the note that the story is
drastically different and brings out the other side of Cinderella and well known stories!



Emily says

3.5/5

Melissa says

This was a great idea for a retelling it could have been really awesome. My younger teen liked it, but I found
it lacking. A book should make you feel something, this did not. The bad guy should make you angry, the
good guy make you sigh, maybe even laugh. This was just a story, with no feeling. It has a couple writing
issues too and movement issues. It was a shorter book, didn't take me long.

Tricia Drammeh says

Cursed Beauty is a Cinderella story with a twist. Adelaide, a young woman forced to do endless chores for
her wicked stepmother, isn't looking for love. And her fairy godmother isn't giving her a pair of glass slippers
out of the goodness of her heart.

Adelaide is in independent young woman who is accustomed to unwanted attention due to a birthmark on her
face. When the Prince invites her to a ball, she automatically refuses, afraid those who see her will recoil.
Part of her really wants to go, but the more she considers it, the more she realizes it's impossible. She has
nothing to wear that would be suitable. And thanks to her wicked stepmother, she has an endless list of
chores to do. When the fairy godmother gives her a pair of magical glass slippers, Adelaide's appearance is
transformed. It isn't just the dress that makes her look like a princess - it's the disappearance of the cursed
birthmark that gives her the confidence to go to the ball and dance with the prince. But life isn't a fairy tale,
and magic isn't always a blessing. Adelaide is now in a race against time to rid herself of a horrific curse that
threatens not only her, but the people closest to her.

Cursed Beauty is an enchanting fairy tale retelling that has the perfect balance of magic, adventure, and
romance. Though it was a short, quick read it wasn't lacking in entertainment. I enjoyed every moment of the
story. Recommended for teens and adults who are looking for a unique twist on a classic tale.

Loren Weaver says

Cursed Beauty by Dorian Tsukioka is the first book of the Fairy Retelling series and is a Cinderella rework.

Adelaide is the "Cinderella" of this story, the wealthy daughter of the court physician who becomes a servant
after her father's death. This story extends the Cinderella tale so we have the usual Prince, but we also have
his brother. We have Adelaide's best friend as well, and don't forget the fairy godmother.

The story starts off very stereotypical Cinderella, but adds some unique elements as we go. This is a YA
novella, so it is kind of short, but the story is action packed along the way. I enjoyed the book for a brief,
somewhat comical diversion from other stories.



Amber Sumner says

Well, normally I'm not much for short stories and novellas because I like the magic of a story to last a bit
longer. Give me a 600 pager any day of the week. But this particular novella captured my attention. I am a
sucker for fractured fairytales! I love taking old stories that everyone knows and turning them inside out and
upside down. Needless to say, I've read quite a few Cinderella stories in my day, and I think Dorian Tsukioka
did a good job of keeping the classic story while changing enough to make it interesting and new.

It's going to be very hard not to give too much away here, but I'm going to try my best! Adelaide, the main
character, is not the beauty we normally think of as Cinderella (at least not without her magic shoes!). An
ugly birthmark mars her face and neck, making her an outcast and a laughingstock in the village. Her father
was the court physician and she actually has back story with the princes (yes, there is more than one), which
I really liked. It helped to make the very quick romance much more believable, a feat that is difficult to
accomplish in 97 pages. I also appreciated that there was more than one prince, giving our "Cinderella" some
options. But the best element of this retelling was definitely the villain. While I have seen this character
vilified in other retellings, I liked the motivations that drove this particular person and how they eventually
linked back to past events. There is also some redemption for a few characters I've hated in the past, which is
refreshing. I don't want to give too much away, so I will have to leave you with those vague sentences about
my thoughts. But definitely check out Tsukioka's novella if you're curious! I read the whole thing in one
evening.

My only complaints were that I would have loved to have seen this as a novel instead of a novella (which is
really more of a personal taste thing). And there were some spelling and grammatical errors. As a former
English teacher, I do find that hard to forgive in a published work. But as far as the important things go
(storyline, characters, writing style), I thought this novella hit it out of the park!

My Rating
Overall, I give it a 3 out of 5 hearts.

Samantha Julmisse says

I was hooked, right from the beginning. Never have I heard a tale of Cinderella quite like this one. I loved
the fire of our main character Adelaide. However, I didn't understand how she would just take what her step
mother dished out like it was nothing considering the kind of person she appeared to be during other parts of
the book. A twist I never expected had me reading quicker than before, devouring the book as the pages ran
down. An original take on a beloved story told through the ages, Cursed Beauty brings to life a tale that can
teach you you're perfect the way you are and that all not fairy godmothers are to be trusted.

Marquise says

3.5 stars for this retelling that, although it's stated to be a "Cinderella" retelling and certainly is, has also a bit
of a Beauty & Beast dash. The latter I suspect might come more from the short story, The Birthmark by
Nathaniel Hawthorne, than from the French fairy tale, but thematically it does add up.



I liked this little detail and the creativity that went into twisting the figure of the Fairy Godmother to give the
story a darker touch. But the writing is rather rough and patchy, and the story overall very "sweet" but sadly
unsubstantial and unfulfilling for what it promised. Maybe it'd have helped to make it longer? Because the
heroine certainly has a character that's the sort that could drive the plot much further, even in spite of the
Prince being rather... not very credible, to be honest. I'd have loved also to see more of the stepmother,
especially at the end, and to get at least some lines about what happened to her and the King. The plot scope
is too narrow and thin, and that's where the feeling of not being filled by this promising morsel comes from.

Additionally, having read Tsukioka's other fairy tale retellings in this series, I can say that she suffers from
the same bad habit of many American authors (and some Brits) of including local speech and idioms that
don't belong in the period or in the fake Medieval/pre-Industrial settings & worlds they create for these
retellings. In her case, the most noticeable is the overuse of okay. I mean, how plausible is it that a Japanese
samurai or lady from the 16th century would say "It's okay," or "You're okay"? That's what happens in her
retellings, and this one isn't excepted either, and it's already been so many examples to merit a new shelf.

Tadiana ✩Night Owl? says

Since I'm on a roll here with Cinderella stories, last night I read this one, a novella that has an interesting
twist to the fairy tale: the fairy godmother is an evil old witch, using a pair of magical glass slippers to . . .
well, I'll let you find out for yourself. The other twist is that Cinderella Adelaide has a large birthmark on her
face that (almost) everyone considers disfiguring.

This is pretty much a light, sweet story rather than an edgy one, notwithstanding the darker side hinted at by
the premise above.

I think this story will go over better with readers whose Sappiness Meter® isn't set as low as mine.

The writing style here is straightforward and a little superficial; there's no real depth or poetry to it. Also, as
par for the course with self-pub works, there are several punctuation errors, etc. that a qualified proofreader
should have caught (noticeable to me, but not bad enough to earn a place on my "get thee to a proofreader"
shelf).

This would be a good read for those who like clean, sweet fairy tale retellings written at a younger YA level.
No offensive content.

Katie W says

I love a good fairy tale retelling, especially when it brings a few new elements to an old favorite. This one is
everything it claims to be and is darling. I'm not creative enough to think outside of the box and I love it
when authors can do this. I especially love what the glass slippers can do and the way the fairy godmother
was portrayed.



Adelaide is the equivalent to Cinderella, but there are some twists. She has a birthmark across her face, but
instead of hiding behind it, she's honest, almost to a fault. I love a story with a strong, persistent main
character--one who is beautiful (on the inside) and resourceful, too.

The Princes (two brothers) were great and I would've enjoyed getting to know them better. Both are kind and
accepting, but I wanted a little more about them.

The prologue does give some of the story away, but I loved "going back" and having the gaps filled in
throughout the story. I read it in one sitting. If you love Cinderella and you love a classic with a little bit of
everything twisted into it, you're sure to love this one!

Content: Squeaky clean romance (mild, brief kissing); no language or religious elements; mild violence
(matter of fact mention of a beheading with no details).

*I received a copy in exchange for an honest review*

Kira Simion says

3.5

A wonderful light retelling of Cinderella.

Remember, not everyone is who you believe them to be.

Tenille Berezay says

The premise alone makes this worth the read. A fairy godmother stealing away the love she brings between
couples? Pretty epic. I did, however, feel like the last of this story was rushed and there were a couple minor
inconsistencies. Looking forward to more from this author!


