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Karina says

Since | read the Brothers Karamazov | have been a Dostoyevsky fan and am happy to add thisto my reads.....

Thiswas a compilation of ten short fiction stories. I'll be honest. The beginnings of each story started off
kind of dull and wordy but as | got to the middle of each tale it started to make sense and pulled itself
together by the end. All the stories have strong conversations between the characters, lots of back and forth
so this might turn some readers off; | enjoyed the communication between the protagonists.

Each story is one of spiritual torment and psychological struggle. The themes are hardly light as it shows the
characters with their greed, the need to be loved and respected, tormented by ingratitude, jealousy,
cowardice, classism....

My favorite story turned out to be THE DREAM OF A RIDICULOUS MAN. The narrator hasit in his head
that he will kill himself bc what is the point in living?? He is unhappy with everything. Until he meets a girl
in the street that needs help with her mamathat he refuses to help. He gets home, loads his shotgun and puts
it on hislap. Thisisthe day! He falls asleep not knowing why he hasn't offed himself. His dream isvivid. He
isin awonderful world where people don't get ill, don't fight and love each other until he corrupts them and
everything is changed. He finds he loves them more for their flaws. When he awakes he has arevelation and
decides he will love life more bc of its imperfectness and try to be a better person.

Thisiswhat Dostoyevsky is all about. Seeing the human condition for what it is. The hope, despair, love,
self- sacrifice. Heis an amazing story teller. I'm sureit is better in Russian. | think some of it is hard to
tranglate but | got what | could out of it.

Elektra says

Ta&?d otnv Ay?a MNMETPOUTIOAN AlYOOT?C KOAOKOIPIVEC VUXTEC. O ATEATIOUAVOC LOVOXIK?G
OVEIPOTIOAOC WC APNYNT?C aTEVOVETAL oTOV avayw?0th. Katl n Nagotevka, pia veap?
OEKOIOXT?X POV TIOU OVEIPEZETAL VO EEQUYEL ATIO TNV KAA?BO TNC TUPA?C VIOV 2C KOl P2XVEL
OTEATIOUVO VOV DTPO va TNV BonB?0el otnv dPATI?TELA? TNE, 70TW KAl OTO AVWOTO. ELyeve?(
V7?01, EIAIKPIVEIC KO KOAOTUVATOL KI Ol L0 aPVONVTAL VO TIANY?00UV 0 A TOV PAA0V. TO T?A0¢
OTP?PAETIO EVOTOA?El GTNV PUX? TOL AVAW?0TN A ATI?2PAVTN CUUTI?EEIA VIO TOV OVEIPOTIOAO
V7?0 KOl Y10 TN QUVO N TNG AY?IM ¢ TIOL UTIOPE? VO YEVVNOBE? AK2UN KAl U700 OE TEGOEPIC VUXTEPIVYG
OLVOVTNOEIC.

Constantina Kstm says

>€ PAEC TIC VOUPB?AEC TOU 0 NTOOTOYI 2POKI OTIOOEIKVZEL TNV EEAIPETIK? IKAV?TNT? TOU VO TEPIYPPEL
AETITOUEP?C TOV YUXIOU? TV avOp?rov. [d1a?2TEPN EVT?TOON OV 2KAVaV 01 AEVUK?C VXTEC, H 2uepn
KOl TO WEIPo V¢ a0TE?0L aVOP?TIoL.



Steven says

While reading René Girard's study of Dostoevsky, Resurrection from the Underground, | realized—to my
dismay—that | had not read one of the stories he was discussing. | went through al of my Dostoevsky story
collections, but | could not find one called A Faint Heart. At least my memory hadn't failed me. It was
unacceptable, of course, that there was a story by Dostoevsky that | had not yet read, so | went on a mighty
search for the story in question. The only collection that | (finally) found to include it was this one, White
Nights & Other Stories. So, | bought it—to read that one last little missing story.

It was worth it, obvioudly.

Junta says

A collection of ten short stories, spanning most of Dostoyevsky (1821-1881)'s writing life (1844-). The
impression | have is that many people only touch hislonger works, but his short stories can be quite
wonderful too. There's no mistaking his penmanship even in this format, but the stories shine in a different
way. Read on for adlice from each story. (Hope thisway of reviewing isn't too lazy.)

1. An Honest Thief (1848), pp. 1-15. J00??

"Disagreeable! | should think so! Y et, to be sure, there are thieves and thieves. And | have
happened, sir, to come across an honest thief."
"An honest thief? But how can athief be honest, Astafy Ivanovitch?' (pp.3-4)

The story is a poighant answer to the question.

2. An Unpleasant Predicament (1862), pp. 16-61. OO O?

"Why", flashed through his mind, "here we talk and talk, but when it comesto action - it all
ends in nothing. Here, for instance, take this Pseldonimov: he has just come from his wedding
full of hope and excitement, looking forward to his wedding feast....Thisis one of the most
blissful days of hislife....Now heis busy with his guests, is giving a banquet, a modest one,
poor, but gay and full of genuine gladness....What if he knew that at this very moment I, I, his
superior, his chief, am standing by his house listening to the music? Yes, really how would he
feel? No, what would he fedl if | suddenly walked in? H'm!....Of course at first he would be
frightened, he would be dumb with embarrassment.....I should be in his way, and perhaps
should upset everything. Y es, that would be so if any other general went in, but not I....That'sa
fact, any one else, but not I...." (p.25)

Dostoyevsky is amaster at painting awkward situations.

3. Another Man's Wife, or The Husband Under the Bed -An Extraordinary Adventure- (1848), pp. 62-
98. Ooag

Only then the young man in the wadded overcoat observed that this gentleman in the raccoon



furs certainly was upset. Hiswrinkled face was rather pale, his voice was trembling. He was
evidently in some confusion of mind, his words did not flow easily from histongue, and it
could be seen that it cost him aterrible effort to present avery humble request to a personage
possibly hisinferior in rank or condition, in spite of the urgent necessity of addressing his
reguest to somebody. And indeed the request was in any case unseemly, undignified, strange,
coming from a man who had such adignified fur coat, such a respectable jacket of a superb
dark green colour, and such distinguished decorations adorning that jacket. It was evident that
the gentlemen in raccoon was himself confused by all this, so that at least he could not stand it,
but made up his mind to suppress his emotion and politely to put an end to the unpleasant
position he had himself brought about. (p.62)

One of the funniest short stories | have ever read, | laughed (really laughed) many times! In fact, after
enjoying An Unpleasant Predicament, even the title of this story was making me snigger in anticipation. The
opening pages are an absolute gem. Dostoyevsky's humour doesn't get enough credit - we can seeit in all of
his longer works, but when he makes it the nucleus of astory, you'd be surprised.

4. The Peasant Marey (1876), pp. 99-103. OOO7??

...Suddenly in the midst of the profound stiliness | heard a clear and distinct shout, "Wolf!" |
shrieked and, beside myself with terror, calling out at the top of my voice, ran out into the
clearing and straight to the peasant who was ploughing. (p.101)

Based on a childhood episode of the author.

5. The Crocodile-An Extraordinary Incident- (1865), pp. 104-133. OO0 7??

A true story of how a gentleman of a certain age and of respectabl e appearance was swallowed
alive by the crocodile in the Arcade, and of the conseguences that followed.

A promising and absurd setting.
6. Bobok -from Somebody's Diary- (1873), pp. 134-148. O [1?7??

The friend is right. Something strange is happening to me. My character is changing and my
head aches. | am beginning to see and hear strange things, not voices exactly, but as though
someone beside me were muttering, "bobok, bobok, bobok!"

What's the meaning of this bobok? | must divert my mind. (p.135)

Hearing muffled voices from beneath at a cemetery.

7. The Dream of a Ridiculous Man (1877), pp. 149-165. OO OO?

As | was thinking about the gas lampsin the street | looked up at the sky. The sky was horribly
dark, but one could distinctly see tattered clouds, and between them fathomless black patches.
Suddenly | noticed in one of these patches a star, and began watching it intently. That was
because that star had given me an idea: | decided to kill myself that night...(p.151)

Perhaps the most 'Dostoyevsky-esque' of the collection - welcome back, Depraved Man. Many people have
probably read or heard of a story involving a utopia, a paradise where there is only love, joy and serenity,
and man is one with nature. Would vividly dreaming of living in such aworld for amillennium change a
desperate man? A masterful story deserving more renown.



8. White Nights -A Sentimental Story from the Diary of a Dreamer- (1848), pp. 166-207. 00000

"Nastenka," | answered in a stern and dignified voice, hardly able to keep from laughing, "dear
Nastenka, | know | describe splendidly, but excuse me, | don't know how elseto doit. At this
moment, dear Nastenka, at this moment | am like the spirit of King Solomon when, after lying
athousand years under seven sealsin his urn, those seven seals were at |ast taken off. At this
moment, Nastenka, when we have met at last after such along separation - for | have known
you for ages, Nastenka, because | have been looking for some one for ages, and that isa sign
that it was you | was looking for, and it was ordained that we should meet now - at this moment
athousand valves have opened in my head, and | must let myself flow in ariver of words, or |
shall choke. And so | beg you not to interrupt me, Nastenka, but listen humbly and obediently,
or | will besilent." (p.173)

While Another Man's Wife... was one of the funniest short stories | have read, White Nights was one of the
most beautiful, fully deserving to be the title of the collection - my bias comes from seeing my younger self
in the protagonist. For those new to Dostoyevsky, | recommend you begin by reading this story if you are
wary of tackling one of his novels, and find out whether his writing appealsto you. Y ou can find the story
online, here for instance.

9. A Christmas Tree and a Wedding (1848), pp. 208-214. OO0O0O?

...After receiving his book he walked round the other toys for along time; he longed to play
with the other children, but did not dare; it was evident that he already felt and understood his
position. | love watching children. Their first independent approachesto life are extremely
interesting. | noticed that the red-haired boy was so fascinated by the costly toys of the other
children, especially by atheatre in which he certainly longed to take some part, that he made up
his mind to sacrifice hisdignity...

A succinct story about wealth and society.

10. A Faint Heart (1848), pp. 215-252. 00072

"Come, that's enough, that's enough! Of course, that's how it is....Y ou know what it all comes
from - from my having agood heart. What vexes meis, that | could not tell you as | wanted to,
making you glad and happy, telling you nicely and initiating you into my secret
properly....Redlly, Arkasha, | love you so much that | believeif it were not for you | shouldn't
be getting married, and, in fact, | shouldn't beliving in thisworld at al!" (p.217)

Such ajoyous prelude to the story. Y ep.

Thiswas my second book by Dostoyevsky, since falling in love with Crime and Punishment at the start of
theyear - | was alittle worried that his short stories wouldn't excite me as much, but | enjoyed this collection
very much. Highly recommended!

May 8, 2015




Nedli says

"Cunku o anlarda hichir zaman gercek bir hayat?m olmayacakm?? gibi geliyor bana, ¢linkt her tirl U ahengi,
2imdiki ve gercekteki tim sezgimi art?k yitirdi2imi san?yorum. Clinki sonunda kendi kendimi lanetledim,
¢Unk{ hilyal? gecel erimden sonra korkung ay?lma anlar? ya??yorum.”

P?nar says

ke?ke biraz daha uzun olsaym?? kal ?n bir roman?n k?saltAm?? hali gibi geldi doya doya okuyamad?m ve
nastenka karakteri ¢cok sinirimi bozdu ayn? kavak yelleri asl?yd? nas? okuyun ayn? goriirsiiniz

FeReSHte says

VXTI NI N NIIIINTIN N NVIN IRV VIN?VINRN VIR N DI0INRD00IN 2707707777 7?
VIXXIN TN PPN PVIINR VIIIIN IR VIRV VINIINR N VIR VIN IR IR V0IIN N AN 707N 007?
VIXXIN N NI TNV

IR TN V77 NI W 0777

Fahim says

P27 D277 D777 X772 77?2777 7777?

Oyk i Co?kun says

2k Dostoyevski okuyu?um ve diyebilirim ki a??2r? ak?2c?.

Puna Baris says

Kitap iki oykuden olusuyor; 'Beyaz Geceler' ve 'Baskasinin Karisi'. "Beyaz Geceler”, cagimizda gorulmesi
zor tatlilikta bir ask oykusu olarak ilerlerken, sonu cagimizda bol gorulen bir "it's not you, it's me" veya "ben



seni cok seviyorum ama arkadas olarak" durumu ile bitiyor. Insanaister istemez Eksi Sozlukten bazi
basliklari hatirlatiyor :) Yine de bu kisacik hikayeden uzerine dusunecek bir cok malzeme cikiyor.
"Baskasinin Karis" banaayni tadi vermedi. Yalniz, o ruh halini tasiyan kisilerin durumu gercekten ustaca
tarif edilmis. Ayricaummadigim bir sekilde bittigi icin sasirmak guzeldi. Bir de, hikayeyi okurken hep
tiyatroda sahnel eniyormus da orada seyrediyormusum duygusu uyandirdi. Fakat itiraf etmeliyim ki, daha cok
Nejat Uygur tiyatrosu gibi fiziksel komediye dayali ve hic mi hic sevmedigim bir tiyatro gozumde canlandi.

Ebru says

Kitaptan notlar:

* Yan™?zda, gercek hayatta bu kadar mutlu olduktan sonra neyi hayal edebilirim?

* Zaman gegip insan olgunla?t?g¢a, eski Ulkullerin yerine yenilerini koyamay?ncayk?nt?ar aras?dan yeni
bir ?eyler bulup ¢?karmak zorunlulu?u oluyor.

* Herkes oldu?undan sert goriinmek istiyor. Duygular™? kolayca ag?klarsa kigilecekmi? gibi bir ku?ku var.
* Bir 2eyim yok. Biraz a2ad?m, o kadar... GozyaAar? kurur...

* Y apayan?z ya?ayan, sana kar?? ?2ikranla ¢arpan bir yire?e tattrd???n mutluluk an?ndan dolay? seni hep
hay?rla anaca??m. Ulu tanr?m! O ne uzun, ne mutlu bir and?! Bir insana bdyle bir an ya?am boyu yetmez
mi?

* Amasiz de kabul edin ki, k?skancl? affedilemez bir tutku, hatta belalar?n biyG2udur.

-Ah Nastenka ahh, ne gektirdin Hayalperest’ e. Kitaptaiki tane 6yki bulunmaktad? . Birinci bdlim Beyaz
Geceler ikinci bolim Ba?kas?n?n Kar?s?. Beyaz Geceler hikayesi Nastyenkave Hayalperest 'inilging
kar??a?mas? ve gecirdikleri dort geceyi konu almaktad?r. Y aln?zl2k micadelesi ve herkes beni sevsin
kavramlar?n?n olu?turdu?u k?sa bir a2k hikayesi. Bir oturu?a okuyup keyif ald???m bir bl Umdu.

-Ama Bazkas??n Kar?s? icin ayn? duygular? sdyleyemeyece?m. K ?sac?k bir hikdye olmas?nara?men
ancak bitirebildim. Diyaloglar cok kar???kt?, ilk ba?ta ne oldu?unu anlayamad?m o ylzden iki kere okudum.
Karakterler birinci bdlimdeki ak?c???? vermedi maalesef. O ylzden pek bir ?ey yazam?yorum ikinci bolim
hakk”nda.

- Kitap dolu gunler dilerim :)

Amiy says




Ahmad Sharabiani says

White Nights and Other Stories, Fyodor Dostoyevsky

"White Nights' (Russian: ????? ????, Belye nochi) is a short story by Fyodor Dostoyevsky, originally
published in 1848, early in the writer's career. Like many of Dostoyevsky's stories, "White Nights* istold in
first person by a nameless narrator; the narrator is living in Saint Petersburg and suffers from loneliness. He
getsto know and fallsin love with a young woman, but the love remains unrequited as the woman misses her
lover with whom sheisfinally reunited.
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