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From Reader Review Lady Eve's Indiscretion for online ebook

Beverly Diehl says

Lady Eve is the baby of the large and vibrant Windham family. As all of Polite Society knows, at the age of
16 she suffered a very Bad Fall from a Fast Horse, resulting in a long and complicated recovery.

What Polite Society doesn’t know, however, is that just prior to her Bad Fall, she had eloped with - and been
raped by - a scoundrel. I found this treatment of rape fascinating - no one talks about it, of course, and the
heroine herself often dances around even the thought of what has happened to her. Yet in their own way, the
family is highly supportive of Eve, and thrilled when she begins to show interest in horse - and men again, if
not necessarily in that order. Lady Eve resolves, so as not to shame her family by not marrying, to enter into
a “white” (sexless) marriage, if only she can find an obliging candidate who’s not a drunkard, desperately in
debt, or liable to be hung for his left-handed preferences (homosexuality).

Lucas Denning, aka Deene, has been a longtime family friend, if sometimes at odds with Lady Eve. Though
he understands his duty is to marry and beget heirs, he’d prefer to avoid those charming debutantes where
“nerves” (mental illness) run on the female side of the family, or who have gambling brothers, and other
undesirables. He and Evelyn enter into an agreement to help save one another from bad marital choices by
sharing the behind-the-scenes gossip that each knows of her/his own gender.

Of course, when healthy, good-looking young people are put in close proximity, we know what’s going to
happen next.

I was tremendously moved by the scene where Lady Eve decides to revisit the scene of her rape, and Deene
goes with her for moral support.

For an interminable moment while he could only guess her thoughts, Eve looked about the
room. Her gaze lingered on the bed then went to the window.

“Think God for the window.” She spoke quietly but with a particular ferocity. And yet she
stood there until Deene felt her hand cover his own.

Her fingers were ice cold.

“Thank you, Deene. We can leave.”

She made no move to return below stairs, so Deene turned her into his embrace. “We’ll stay
right here until you’re ready to leave, Eve Windham.”

For more on the subject of rape, I've blogged about it extensively here.

Things I really liked about this novel:
• Lady Evelyn had been an amazing equestrienne, and horses had been linked with her physical and
emotional trauma. It was great to see her slowly reclaiming that love and contact.



• The love and concern of the siblings, the way they were there, and took turns supporting her in different
ways, without being overbearing or bossy.
• The hints of the love affair between the Duke and Duchess. *I* want “Chocolate at Midnight.”
• This book is very “horsey, and the details are wonderful, right down to the shedding of excess hair when
Eve scratches Meteor in his favorite spot.

Things that were problematic for me:
• It seems like surely Deene would have figured out why Eve was so fearful on their wedding night, and
eased her spirits by letting her know that he knew about her past, and that it made no difference to him. (Of
course, this would have blown the tension of “when is she going to tell him?”)
• Likewise, Eve should have known that she’d given the game away in a thousand different ways, and just
‘fessed up about her “indiscretion.”
• The business with Deene’s niece and brother-in-law felt a bit contrived - surely one of them would have
opened up a bit more and the common ground could’ve been found, earlier.

I have really enjoyed all the Windham family novels I’ve read, but this book is my favorite.

Lady Wesley says

I've now read all of the Windham books/novellas and plan to review them as a group. Don't know when I'll
have time, though! Sneak preview: although I hated The Heir (Duke's Obsession, #1)for reasons stated in my
review, I've enjoyed the rest of the series immensely. Recommended.

13 May 2012
See my review of the series at http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/...

Tin says

A new Season is about to begin and there are only two unmarried Windhams left: Eve and Jenny. Eve isn't
really looking forward to another round of proposals and rejection. She wants to settle down but, on her own
terms. Eve wants a husband she can manage -- preferably one with heirs already so Evie can enjoy a white
marriage.

Lucas Denning, Marquis of Deene isn't looking forward to the Season as well. Because of his title, he is
considered one of the catches of the Season and he's tired of dodging marriage-minded mamas and misses.
He finds a very good companion in Lady Eve, who saves him on several occasions from such awkward
encounters.

Lucas has been friends with Eve and her family for many years -- but this is the first time that Lucas is
looking at Evie and seeing something ... more.

Which is what Evie is afraid of. She wants a man who will fawn over her petiteness and appreciate the dowry
and connections she brings to a marriage. She doesn't want a man wo is interested in her and her life -- for
Evie hides a terrible secret from her past, which no one -- not even her own family talks about.



Two events in Evie's past has changed her life forever: A riding accident has left Evie forever wary of horses
and riding -- and the other incident has left her forever wary of men. There are hints about the second
incident as seen through Eve's reaction to certain sights, smells and experiences -- but she never names it. It
is a shadow that rules over Eve's life and dictates what she can and cannot do.

This story is Evie's journey of healing. She is fine in body but not in spirit and hasn't been in a while -- her
family doesn't know how else to help her and all they can do is give her their love and support. And stand
quietly by her side through her ordeal.

This story is also a tale of two families: one seemingly whole, one seemingly broken. The Windhams are an
amazingly close, congenial and very symbiotic family. There doesn't seem to be any friction or tension
between the siblings or their parents. But they are not perfect -- one could see how burdened Eve feels, how
badly she pretends to be "fine" for the sake of her family.

At services, Eve had volunteered to attend the children in the nursery, and this time -- this time
-- she'd looked at all those boisterous, healthy children with their clean faces and broad smiles,
and considered that her life would be devoid of the blessings of motherhood. For the rest of her
life, while her sisters were raising up children, and her brothers were raising up children, and
her cousins were raising up children, she would be ... childless.

That was infuriating too.

And now, Louisa and Jenny would hop into the gig and tool over to Kesmore's without a
backward thought for their safety, their nerves, their ability to cope with a darting hare or
approaching storm.

Eve loved her family, but still, there was much to be angry about.
- p. 104

Lucas, his cousin and his niece are the last of the Dennings and he is trying to repair his family by gaining
custody of his sister's only child but Georgie's father is making things very difficult for Lucas, who is forced
to consider less legal, more forceful means.

This is the major sub-plot: Lucas and Patrick (Georgie's father) have a difficult history together -- Lucas
believes his sister was unhappy in her marriage to Patrick and Lucas was powerless to ensure his sister's
happiness. Now Lucas is determined to protect his niece, Georgie -- but he and Patrick couldn't seem to
agree on how to do so. I wondered how this fit into the main story and I think Burrowes wanted to show this
side of Lucas. He is a man intent in protecting those he feels responsible for. It also shows both his gentle
and ruthless side: Lucas isn't an idle aristocrat with nothing in his brain. He is actually quite intelligent and
very, very relentless.

"Allow me to say, Hooker, that you will not be paid for all this painstaking research -- which I
do appreciate, of course -- until such time as I have pleadings in my hand, suitable for
submission to a court of appropriate jurisdiction. I bid you good day."



He had the satisfaction of seeing Hooker's brows crash down.

"And, Hooker? One more thing. I dipped my toe in the law at university, at least to the extend a
man likely some day to serve as magistrate ought to. Those cases listed on your precious paper
relate to trade agreements and civil contracts. While not a lawyer, I'm hard put to understand
how custody of a girl child involves those aspects of the law."
- p. 80

Grace Burrowes writes Lucas and Eve very well. They are a wonderful pair and this is, perhaps, the first time
that hero and heroine seem to be on equal ground -- but Marcus and Eve do face troubles and theirs are felt
and not seen. Which leads one to reflect, would one prefer an outright villain to battle with? Or prefer to
battle one's own demons?

As with all Grace Burrowes stories, there is a distinct rhythm to Lucas and Eve's courtship: they dance, they
talk, they kiss and they engage in light flirtations -- lyrical and elegant are two words that I would use to
describe their dialogues and encounters. Like a minuet, there is a deliberate slowness in Burrowes' pace --
and her characters get to know each other not in haste but in a very natural way. Love comes not on a high
speed but on a leisurely promenade.

..."Did you enjoy our kiss, Evie?"

Evie. Only her family called her that -- and him. He said it with a particular intimate inflection
her family never used though.

She sat up very straight. "Your question has no proper answer. If I say no, then I am dishonest -
- I flew at you, after all, and you had to peel me off of you -- and if I say yes, then I am
wicked."
- p. 23

Finally, I have also come to appreciate the thoughtful humor that I find in Burrowes' stories and I love how
they come at just the right time for both the characters and the readers.

Ella Quinn says

I think Lucas and Eve will go down in history as one of my very favorite couples. I love the way their story
develops and the way her family gives just the right push to help them. Kesmore provide wonderful comic
relief. And, of course, it was, as are all Grace’s stories, eloquently written.

Caz says

4.5 stars overall, for story and narration.



Grace Burrowes'  Windham  series was published a few years back, but only in the last year have audio
versions begun to appear. Books 1-7 are now available (at time of writing this) and I believe the final book,
Lady Jenny's Christmas Portrait, is due out shortly.

I reviewed this book HERE, so I won't rehash it; I just wanted to add some thoughts about the audio version
which is once again narrated by James Langton, who has narrated all of Ms. Burrowes' audiobooks.

There are lamentably few good male narrators around who narrate historical romance - there are more when
it comes to other sub-genres, although it's still a fairly small proportion overall - and fortunately James
Langton is one of that small number. I enjoy listening to him; he has a lovely voice and an affinity for Ms.
Burrowes' often quirky language, although I do recognise that his voicing of the female characters can be a
bit hit and miss. That's not to say he's terrible at it; just that sometimes, he pitches them a little too high and
they can come perilously close to squeaky at moments of strong emotion. Fortunately, he's good enough in
all other aspects of the performance for the listener to be able to get past those few occasions and enjoy his
rendition as a whole. And in this case, I'm pleased to report that he's pitched the heroine pretty well, so
there's no "getting past" required :)

It's a very strong performance - because of the number of recurring characters in the author's books I can
imagine it might be tricky to maintain consistency across several books, but Mr. Langton seems able to do
that without breaking a sweat. Moreland, Westhaven and the hero, the Marquess of Deene all sound as they
do in the other books in the series I've listened to, and the variety of accents employed for the secondary
characters - Scottish, Irish, English regional - are all accurate and consistent.

Long story short - I enjoyed this one and would recommend to other fans of HR in audio.

Lisa Jo says

Grace Burrowes continues her amazing Windham series with another stellar romance found in her latest
novel LADY EVE'S INDISCRETION. Emotionally captivating and uniquely exciting, this novel should not
be missed!

Lady Eve Windham has a secret. Such a thing isn't unheard of for a member of the Windham family but still,
if revealed, it would devastate those she loves. It is also the reason she can not marry, but at the very least
she must consider a white marriage to a willing suitor. Lucas Denning, Marquis of Deene, is also looking for
a spouse, but one of the last people he would consider would be Eve Windham. Yet the more time they
spend together, the more he realizes how promising marriage to the beautiful young Windham could be.
Unfortunately, Lucas can't be a part of Eve's dream of a white marriage. They are far too attracted to each
other, which is made perfectly clear when they are caught in a scandalous embrace. Now it will be far too
difficult to avert matrimony. If both Eve and Lucas can come clean about their hidden secrets, they stand a
chance at their ‘happily ever after.'

Like most novels in the Windham series, LADY EVE'S INDISCRETION is a character driven novel that
packs an emotional punch. Lady Eve deals with some very difficult demons, and most of this novel is
watching her escape a painful past. I easily became wrapped up in this story, finding it hard to put it down
for too long. Not only because I fell in love with the characters, but also because the novel is so eloquently
written it garners your full attention. This author has a unique way with words which elicits all your
emotions and leaves you breathless.



The development of Lucas and Eve's relationship is one of the reasons I adored this novel. They are quite
familiar with one another at the beginning of this novel, so there is a deep friendship already established.
There is also an abundance of playful banter, yet Eve is a terribly troubled woman struggling to survive her
traumatic past. Her tortured soul is what prevents her from fully experience life and all its joys.

Lucas, on the other hand, is the kind and considerate gentleman that wants nothing more than to help Eve
find her strength in order to move on with her life. Above all, he becomes exactly what Eve needs...someone
to trust and believe in her. His compassion towards Eve will easily bring tears to your eyes. Mainly because
this historical romance doesn't contain a hero which shelters or protects his heroine from the evil things in
the world, but rather encourages her to love and live again.

Experiencing their ups and downs is what centers this novel. You have two separate people with their own
trials, somewhat unwilling to lean on the other for support. Although it was difficult to read, you have a great
amount of angst and drama following this couple as they break through their own difficult baggage. Yet even
without the heavy dramatic antics, the pace of the story still moves quickly. There is a slight amount of
external drama that the characters need to deal with, but their greatest struggle is with each other. They have
to work through plenty of trust issues and complications in order to see if their marriage can work. I feel this
is where the true beauty of their romance shines. This is where you actually get to see the characters work for
something they want and not just for their own benefit. As a reader, you don't have to start accepting their
happily ever after, you can start to believe in its promise of their undying love.

While I have most likely said it before, it bears repeating...if you haven't read a Burrowes historical romance
it is best to start at the beginning. This large family that keeps growing with every installment is best
understood if read in order. Each sibling and in-law is drastically different from one another and the quips
and qualities of each character are much more enjoyable if you know them better and have read their story.
This is a wonderful family to know and seeing how they interact and protect one another makes each story
more than a great romance. On the same vein, if you haven't read a historical romance by Grace Burrowes,
you are truly missing out. Even if you do not read the novels in order, you are still in for a delightful read.

Intelligent, well written and fabulously passionate, LADY EVE'S INDISCRETION is a great novel. This has
what every historical romance fan could want and then some. With stunning sensuality between realistic
characters, the simple truth is that Grace Burrowes always delivers a delectable story. LADY EVE'S
INDISCRETION continues to confirm that legacy.

Lisa Jo @ The Romance Reviews

Caz says

4.5 stars

This is the seventh book in the Windham series, and another very enjoyable read from Grace Burrowes.

The story centres around the Duke and Duchess of Moreland’s youngest child, Lady Eve who, since having a
serious riding accident seven years earlier, has cut herself off emotionally from her family and from the
world in general. She isn’t a recluse, she has simply lost her former joie de vivre; she continues to attend
society events, make calls and do all the things expected of the daughter of a duke, but she is just going
through the motions.



Her parents and siblings are all aware of the differences in Eve, but none of them knows what to do to help
her; especially as Eve does not admit that there is anything wrong. In this day and age, when we are familiar
with the concept of counselling, it seems strange that Eve is allowed to continue in this vein for seven years
without anyone trying to do anything to help – but this is the early nineteenth century, and there is also the
sense that her parents and siblings don’t want to interfere for fear of making things worse.

There is one person who starts to get through to her however, and that is Lucas Denning, newly-minted
Marquis of Deene, who is a long-standing family friend and neighbour. He and Eve have rather an abrasive
relationship to start with – they seem to like to annoy and argue with each other – but Deene is incredibly
perceptive about Eve’s needs and is able to discern when she needs space and time to come to terms with
things and when she needs pushing.

While being attentive to Eve, Deene is also struggling to come to terms with the workings of his estates and
his finances, all of which have been under the stewardship of his cousin for a number of years. His cousin is
strangely reluctant to hand over the reins; Deene’s preoccupation with his preparation for a custody battle
over his dead sister’s child at first prevents him from being suspicious, but he eventually begins to smell a rat
and enlists the help of Joseph Carrington, (Lady Louisa's Christmas Knight (The Duke's Daughters, #3)) to
discover exactly what is going on.

One of the things I enjoy very much about Burrowes’ writing is the way she allows the relationships between
her protagonists to develop over time. In the books of hers I’ve read so far, the hero and heroine haven’t
acted hastily on their attraction to each other and in fact develop a friendship before anything further happens
between them. That is the case here, too, although there are quite a few stolen kisses in the first part. Eve is
actually set on a “white” marriage (i.e, one in name only) but doesn’t tell anyone exactly why – and when
she and Deene are caught in a compromising situation she is adamant that she doesn’t want to marry him,
despite the fact that she is more than half in love with him. She is eventually forced to capitulate (as the
alternative would be her father and/or brothers calling Deene out!) and despite her fears, their marriage
begins well and Eve is happy for the first time in years.

Of course, this state of affairs can’t last – and Eve’s jumping to rather an illogical conclusion is perhaps
somewhat convenient for the sake of the plot. It is just about plausible, considering her previous insecurities
and fears, but the way their marriage hits the rocks because of it doesn’t quite work for me.

Burrowes’ writing is, as always, a joy and her depiction of the familial relationships is excellent. The
relationship between Eve and Deene is affectionate and very tender and I thought the way in which Eve
gradually opens up and starts to ‘find’ her true self again – through Deene’s patience and understanding –
was very well done indeed.

If, like me, you like a good, character-driven romance, then this is definitely a book to add to your TBR list!

With thanks to Sourcebooks and NetGalley for the review copy.

Keri says

4.50 Stars. I was happy to come back to the Windham's and at times they remind me of Kleypas's
Hathaways, which makes me love it even more. GB's writing is different then LK's, but there are similarities.
7 years ago Lady Eve made a bad decision, one that not only effected her physically, but emotionally as well.



She knows that she must marry, but knows that due to her past, that nothing other than a white marriage will
do for her. So for sure Lucas Denning is out of the running. But once Lucas is gets it in his head that Evie is
the only woman that will do for him, then Katie bar the door. I loved Lucas on one hand, but wanted to hit
upside the head with the other. He was so blind where Dolan and Anthony was concerned. I wish that we
would have got more ending where him and Dolan could have talked further about Lucas's sister and how
Dolan truly felt about her. We read it in Dolan's head, but not where he and Lucas talked about it. I also at
least wanted to see Lucas confront Anthony for what he had done. Anthony got off way to easy for that.
Lucas was good for Evie though, in that he knew what she was capable of and never let her back down from
her fences as it were. I love visiting this family and can't wait for the next book in the series. It was still an
awesome read and my niggles are minor in comparison to the overall goodness in the book. Might we have a
short coming with Dolan and his pretty governess? I hope so! If you haven't read this series, I suggest that
you start with the Heir, not because you would be lost if you read this book instead, just because this is such
a great series.

Ilze says

Lady Eve is the second youngest daughter of the Duke of Windham, but at age 23 she is dangerously close to
being declared a spinster. In fact, she's decided she doesn't want to marry at all, because of an "indiscretion"
when she was much younger that ruined her for marriage (according to her). She is also a fabulously talented
horsewoman who hasn't ridden a horse in seven years, after a riding accident that almost crippled her
permanently. So our hero Lucas Denning's task is to convince Eve that she can ride and that she can fall in
love and marry (him, of course), and he does this just splendidly. Along the way there is a nail-biter of a
steeplechase horse race (a horse race that involves not just running down a track, but also clearing the types
of obstacles that you would associate with show jumping) between Lucas' champion stallion and Lucas
brother-in-law's fine horse. And a villain to defeat, although this aspect of the plot was pretty ho-hum and the
villain was easy to spot.

Grace Burrowes has written another delightful romance with this book. Great romantic chemistry between
Eve and Lucas. The horse racing aspects were very interesting to read (because they were actually about the
horses, not the "stud book" that bored me to sleep in a book by another author) and Grace Burrowes
obviously knows her stuff in this area.. So this one's a keeper for me.

E. says

“Lady Eve’s Indiscretion” by Grace Burrowes is an impressive addition to her lovely historical romance
novels that feature the Windham family. Eve Windham’s living siblings have almost all found their
soulmates and she and her younger sister Jennie are the only ones remaining single. Eve has changed greatly
from the expert horsewoman and vivacious young woman that Lucas Denning, the Marquis of Deene,
remembers from their youth. He does not expect to learn that she has no plans to marry or engage in intimate
relations but when circumstances force them to reconsider their respective expectations of matrimony, each
of them must decide whether the rumors which seem to swirl around both of them will outweigh the benefits
of relaxing their guard with each other and bestowing upon each other the ultimate gift of trust.



A touching and hypnotic historical romance that combines a heartwrenching set of events with a beautifully
unfolding love story. The Windham siblings and their respective mates are all intriguingly eccentric and it is
wonderful to get glimpses of the various couples and their blissful relationships. Watching the emotionally
scarred Eve blossom under the careful approach used by Lucas who displays such wonderful sensitivity is a
beautiful journey and the unwavering support offered by her family is a delight. There is a rather obvious
villain but the overall story is exquisitely rendered and an emotional read. This was a story that I did not
want to put down until I finished even though I required a few tissues before I was done. The secondary
characters are also intriguing and I look forward to reading their stories as well since one of the things I am
most impressed by with the books in this series is how different all of these stories are, each with memorable
characters which aren’t necessarily human. I look forward to reading many more stories by this talented
author.

© Night Owl Reviews

I received a copy of this title in return for an honest review.

Heather Book Savvy Babe says

*This review was first published at Book Savvy Babes blog*

4.5 of 5 Stars

I am a Grace Burrowes fan, and I have loved the Windham Daughters series. Each daughter is very much her
own person, with her own issues and story to tell. I was not too sure what to expect from Lady Eve, but I
loved this story, it is a very emotional and well-written story.

While each of the Windham daughters has her own story or scandal to keep hidden, I found Eve’s secrets to
be the most emotionally charged. Eve was deeply hurt in her past, both physically and emotionally. After 7
years, her body may have recovered, but her spirit was still damaged. Lucas Denning knows something of
the trauma Eve went through and is a family friend. He and Eve begin to connect, and Lucas pulls her step-
by-step into a full recovery. The pair do not have it easy, neither of them want to marry, but they come to
find a partner in each other. When they are caught in a very compromising position, their relationship moves
forward, but it takes time for the pair to work out their differences and overcome their pasts.

Grace Burrowes did an excellent job getting me to understand Eve’s fears, actions, and motivations. Eve is
hurt, angry, confused, and terrified to face her fears and hurts. As the book progresses, Eve starts taking steps
to overcome her fears, but the process is not easy or quick. I love that Lucas doesn’t push Eve too hard too
fast, he doesn’t treat her like a broken person. However, both Lucas and Eve have trust and communication
issues, which damages their budding relationship. I was moved to tears at places in this book, the story really
got to me and I was absorbed in the book, hurrying to learn how Eve and Lucas would fit together and heal
each other.

Grace Burrowes has outdone herself with Lady Eve’s Indiscretion. Lady Eve’s Indiscretion deals with



complex emotions and situations, but Grace Burrowes skillfully balances the seriousness with love,
excitement, and passion. Lady Eve’s Indiscretion is my favorite book in the Windham Daughters series so
far. I have loved this entire series, and highly recommend this series to historical romance fans. I will
definitely be reading the next installment in the series and more books by Grace Burrowes very soon.

*I received this book in exchange for an honest review*

Angelc says

I think most of my blog readers know how much I love this series and this installment is one of the best! The
author has created two unique leads who care about each other so much. The addition of the rest of the
fantastic Windham clan is icing on the cake!

I loved that Lucas wasn't your regular tortured hero. Yes, he had an issue that needed working out with
gaining custody of his niece. But he was just a really sweet guy. The author uses adjectives like "doting" and
"affectionate" a lot to describe Lucas, and he is exactly that. It was wonderful to read about such a caring
hero.

Evie was more of the tortured character in this book, and my heart broke for her at times. She had two life
changing events on the same day, one was more emotional, the other physical. It has taken seven years, for
her to heal. While her family is wonderful and supportive, it takes Lucas' unconditional faith in her to help
her believe in herself again.

I also really liked the storyline that involved the horses. It was very fun to read about and the ending was so
exciting without any kind of an absurd murder or kidnapping plot! So refreshing for historical romance!

I love this series, and this, the 7th book about the Windhams is really one of the best!

ARC sent by publisher in exchange for an honest review

reviewed for http://inthehammockblog.blogspot.com

Khanh, first of her name, mother of bunnies says

By 50 pages in the book, I was so bored, there was nothing going on at all.

The whole Windham clan makes an appearance, so many of them I can hardly keep my head from spinning.
For me, this book feels like a grand family reunion/gathering of the Windham clan rather than the sweet,
tender romance with two people as the main character trying to escape their past. It feels like the entire
family is butting in. I hardly feel the need to go back and read most of the previous installments in the series;



so much background information is given on every couple.

I wasn't drawn in by the romance with Deene and Eve. I understand that they have been friends a long time,
and as such, it might take feelings a little longer to develop from platonic friendship to true love and
passion...but for me, the passion, the spark that's supposed to singe the air as the readers delve deeper into
their romance, was simply nonexistent. There's probably more ardor between me and my Pillow Pet.

The trauma that caused Eve's subsequent injuries and emotional grief were so briefly mentioned, I missed it
completely the first time I read the book. Yes, I skimmed it. The book itself wasn't engrossing enough and
the writing not on par enough to maintain my interest, so when I felt myself drifting off the the land of Nod,
I'd just skim a few pages, and so I missed the retelling of The Big Trauma completely. Afterwards, I was left
with a sense of discombobulation...I knew the blurb often lies, but all that trauma caused by a horse fall?
After the second reading, I finally figured it out. It might be a good idea to have more than a mild hint of the
trauma that became such a big, encompassing part of a young and sheltered woman's life, just saying. There's
no need to mention the horse so often. As such, the first time around, I thought the horse was the cause of the
trauma.

The story was dull and formulaic, the writing was not terrible, but nowhere on the par with truly excellent
romance writers that redefine the genre. It's just a sweet, dull story with a Secret Past thrown in to liven
things up. I wouldn't recommend it to anyone who wishes to stay awake throughout the entire book.

Judy & Marianne from Long and Short Reviews says

Originally posted at: http://www.longandshortreviews.com/bo...

Lady Eve, pretty, petite, with phenomenal inner strength and awareness of who she is as an individual, is the
youngest of the Duke and Duchess of Moreland’s children.

The marvelous Morelands with all their scandals, familial loyalty, and love rally around their little Evie as
she begins to live again after seven years of struggling back from a horrible accident and an even more
horrible experience with a crude, deceiving cad. She worked long and hard to regain her physical good health
and has tried to do the same with her heart but it still has deep wounds that refuse to heal. The family’s
humor, honesty, and protectiveness is amazing to see as they set in to see that she has a chance to become
sparkling, mischievous, happy person she had once been.

Lucas Dennning, the new Marquis of Deene is a longtime friend and neighbor of the Morelands and served
on the peninsula with two of Eve’s brothers. He and Eve shy away from each other because of a kiss under
the mistletoe in an uninhibited moment when Eve was quite young. He has always been like another brother,
but little by little, even though both of them vow they are just protecting each other from the social
“hunters”, they find a unique connection that begins to smolder, sizzle then flame into a breathtaking love.

As Marquis of Deene, Lucas has a load of responsibility to deal with, something quite new to him. Also, he
is determined to gain custody of his dead sister’s child to honor his sister’s wish and to give the darling little
Georgina a home and place in society that befits her heritage on her mother’s side. Lucas also has Anthony,
his cousin, to deal with. Anthony has supervised the stewards over the Deene lands for years. He will inherit
the title should Lucas die before producing an heir.



The conflicts that ensue create intriguing, often heart-pounding moments. But the most captivating and
sparking moments are the ones that Eve and Lucas share as their love grows with the various members of the
Moreland family giving it a nudge every chance they get.

Grace Burrowes’ stories about each of the Duke and Duchess’ of Moreland offspring as they find true love
are all magical and Lady Eve’s story is one of the best of them. Even though the reader is immersed in Lucas
and Eve’s story, we also get glimpses of how Eve’s siblings are faring and how they all still secretly
maneuver to influence events, to protect their own, and nurture each other as well as their own young
families.

Ms. Burrowes’ well-researched historical settings, her exquisite writing style, her talent to develop riveting
characters, her skill in sprinkling humor in at just the right time, and her delectable, sensual, compelling love
scenes make Lady Eve’s Indiscretion a spellbinding, vicarious experience for the reader.

If you enjoy Regency historical, I recommend the entire series of books about the Morelands. Each book is
quite different from the other yet they join in such ways as to show the strong, unbreakable ties that bind the
family into a cohesive unit that will stand against the world to protect their own. The stories are replete with
conflicts, rich with humor, and sizzle with love. They are like a set of jewels that go together with each of
them uniquely cut to make them sparkle in their own special way.

I’m looking forward to Jenny’s story that will be the eighth book.

Martha says

4. 5 Rating
Lady Eve loved horses and the stable as a young girl. She soaked up knowledge about horses and developed
a touch for them. Her family recognized her special gift with the horses but they realize that a scoundrel
stablehand was romancing her. The demeaning experience at age sixteen left her feeling ruined. To make
matters worse she suffered a terrible tumble from her horse as she escaped the rogue. The doctors said she
wouldn’t walk again but Eve proved them wrong. However, she hasn’t touched a horse since and she is
determined that she can never marry because of the secret she has never revealed.

Eve’s parents have set their sights to find good mates for Eve and her younger sister. Eve has always had
attentive suitors but has managed to dodge them. Now she may have to select an appropriate, suitable, but
disinterested mate.

Lucas, the new Marquis of Deene, is the last of his line except for an older cousin who has served as the
family steward for years. Neither of them is particularly interested in siring heirs but the duty must be done.
Lucas is resigned to marrying but his real interest is on thwarting his low brow, Irish brother-in-law, Dolan,
and getting custody of his niece. Lucas believes that his sister was forced into an unwanted marriage and that
Dolan is responsible for her death.

Lucas has always been friends with Eve’s brothers and is inclined to keep an eye out for her welfare. He
steps in to deflect a few arduous suitors and offers a deal to Eve. He’ll help her find an appropriate mate and
she can fill him in on the suitability of the marriageable ladies. They begin to spend time together, both
trying to forget, but actually wondering, about the delicious kiss they once shared under the mistletoe.



Surprisingly Lucas abruptly gets Evie to take the reins of his curricle. Then he lures her to his stable to meet
his prize stallion. Eve helps to deliver a foal and Lucas’ admiration for the petite, strong woman grows. Eve
initially refuses Lucas’ kind proposal of marriage. She wants a ‘white’ marriage with no intimacy and he
needs an heir.

An unexpected visit catches them in a compromising situation and forces marriage on them. Once they are
together Eve’s feelings begin to grow but she fears that Lucas will reject her if he discovers her secrets.
Meanwhile Lucas is keeping secrets of his own and the discovery will cause trouble for their budding
marriage.

I enjoyed the reluctant romance of these two characters. It is hard to fully appreciate Eve’s trauma but it
makes sense from her societal view. Lucas is an absolute gem in his handling of Eve. Their biggest obstacle
is failing to be truthful as they enter into the marriage. There is a bit of intrigue and wonderful horse racing
to flush out the plot. I loved the wealth of horse knowledge shared through the story. Ms. Burrowes’ writing
is as lively, warm and delightful as always. If you love horses and are a fan of historical romance I encourage
you to read this story and more in the series.
I received this book from Sourcebooks for an honest review.


