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Brittany says

| read the first thirty pages and had to put it down because of the arguably wrong things he says about the
Middle Ages and modernity. He argues that we of the modern age don't believe in witchcraft which is
outright not true, awoman was burned to death for suspected witchery in 2013 in Papua New Guinea. He
argues that Sprenger and Kramer were completely sane and rational individuals-- wrong: at least one of them
was completely off his rocker and had a deep-seated hatred of women, to the point where other people found
him so off-putting they refused to prosecute witches. That's a zealot, not a "level headed educated person”.

| skipped ahead trying to give him the benefit of the doubt. The book doesn't get better. His descriptions of
magic and the trials are vague and unsatisfying.

If you know nothing about the Middle Ages or their sensibilities, you'll probably take this book as fact. If
you've been educated as a Medieval scholar in any way, the weakness, and sometimes outright wrongness, of
his argumentsis glaring. He doesn't appear to delve into the trials with any sort of depth while he slaps vague
facts and conclusions together. If you know anything about the Middle Ages, don't bother with this book. If
you know nothing about the Middle Ages, still don't bother with this book. The information this author offers
isbasic, surface level, and questionable at best. Please find a better more accurate source of information. I'm
looking to The Time Traveler's Guide to Medieval England: A Handbook for Visitors to the Fourteenth
Century by lan Mortimer for possible solutions to this plight, especially if you just want an overview of the
Middle Ages. | haven't read Mortimer's book yet, so | can't speak to the veracity of it; however, I'm hoping it
is a better work than this!

Christos Bouras says

To BIBA?0 €Al P20 LEA?TN AVOQOPIK? LE TIC TETIOI070€1¢ KAl TIC Ol 01001 MOV 2 TNV AUTIK?
Eup?rm Kal Tg 0UT?2¢ oLVO?0VTAl PE TO XPIOTIAVIK? OYUOTA TOU KABOAIKIGHO? KOl TOU
TpoteoTavTiopo?. O Oldridge XpNnol LOTIOIE? TIDAA?G TIY?C ATT? TO HECA2WVA ?XPI KOl Tov 170 altva
yia 31 20op0 O2UOTA TPOKATOAPEWY KAl SO LOV2V (LA OTEC, OPUATA, AY?0LC, OIAB7A0UC KATI)
TIOU OTINOX0A0?00V TOUC aVOP?IoUE TNG ETIOX 2. Ol TTAVEC OUT?C EPUNVE?OVTAL PE K?TIOIO TP?TO OTT?
TOV OLYWPO @20 e B?0N TO dEBOUNVA TNG ETIOX?C OAA? KL TNV OXPOVN OVOPWIIOAOYIK? EPUNVED.
Q01?00 dev POUL TPOK?AECE K?To1a EVT?ToT). Oa 7Agya 2Tl Bap?OnKa aPKET?. To TA?0V VIO P?POV
TU?U0 TOL BIBA?0L 21OV OVT? TOL A@POPO?0E TOUC OIPETIKO?C KAL TNV ETUCTNOVIK? ETIV?0TACT).
KAaToANKTIK? ENVOI KOA? VIO K?TIOI0V EPELVNT? OAA? 2XI i VAV aTA? avayw?0tn. Oa PBapebe?.

To ?oxnuo P?01 KapoA?va says

Qpa?a EKAQZKELUVN UEA?TN TIOL TIIPOUCI el Yia evdla@?pouaa ?rodn. Tt Ba cuv?Baive av avi?
VO BEWPOZUE TOV TP?TO TIOL CK2PTOVTOV 01 VOPWIDI OTA XPVIA TOL MECU 2wva KAl TNG



Avayvnaon g — o€ Ol 2POPEC EKPYNVOEIC TNG KABNUEPIV?TNT?E TOLE - WE TPZA0Y0, TIPOCTIB0?00 LIE
VO KATOVO?00ULE TNV OTIIK? YV 20 aT1? TNV 0T 20 aGVTIAAUBVoVTaV TOV K?0U0; O cuyypa@?ag
OVT? VO KOTOQAEl OTA KNPAYUATO TEP? AVOI0C, OKOTAJIOUO? KAl OEI 0101 LoV 20 ¢ TPOOTIBE? va
KOTOVO?0€l SIA@OPETIK? TOLG AVOP?MOLCE EKEVLV TWV TEPACUAV WV ETOXV:

«?AQ LA G EUTOO?COLV VA BO?UE TOV K?OUO0 ?TIC, TO TIBAV?TEPO 2TAV OTNV TPAYUATIK?TNTA: MIda
KOIVLV?0 avOp?V KOl YUVALK?V TIOU OeV 2TaV AIY?TEPO AOYIKO? KOl KOAOTIPOO ?PETOI OTT? 200
E?UA0TE EUE?C. AV €VAL ATA?C UTEPATIAO?CTELCN VO BEWPO?UE AUTO?C TOLC AVOP?TIOLC WG
UOTEPIKO?C. AUT? ETT?20NC 00NYE? O€ AT?PPIYN TNE avOBpwrl ?¢ TOVCE. To Vo TOLC BEWPO?UE KX
TIP?A0OYOLC E2VAL TO 2310 TPOOPANTIK? KAl AAVBATU?V0 TG TO VO LTIOOTNP?{OVUE TIWC, Ol
O@PIKOVO? 1BOYEVE?C E?val " 2ypiol”».

2A0 aUT? 0€ BEWPNTIK? ETI?MESO AKOYOVTAI ATIOA?TWC ATIOOEKT?. AAA? Ol TEPITIL?0EIC JUE TIC OTIO?EC
KOTOTIVETAL O PAVTPITL TRAYUATIK? UTIOPE? VO 37A0VV 0€ SOKILAO?0 TN AoVIK? pag. Na
TOP?OEIYUA N HOYE?0 BEWPO?TOV KOT? TO ATI? KO TIPAYUOTIK? KO OV A(POPO?0E LNVO TOUG
OTAOZKO?G XWPIKO?C AAA? KAL T HOPQWUAVA L?AN TNG av?2TEPNE Kolvwv?20¢. Mpiv Tnv Vapén Tou
ETIOTNHUOVIKO? POCIOVOAIOMO? TOU 180U a1 Vd, OTIC TPOPIOUNXAVIK G KOIVLV ?eC, Ol Ol APOPEC
HOP@?C LOYE?OC OTIKTN OOV OTAdIOK? BPNOKEVTIK? K?POG KA1 GUXV? CUVUTI?PXOV ? CLUYKPO?0VTaV
HE TNV ET20MN N BpNOKE?Q.

M7?ALOTA TIOAA?C EQAPUOY?C TNG MOYE?UC, TG N OAXNME?O ATIOTZAECAV TIC ATIPX?C V1A Ui
ETIOTNHOVIK?TEPN TPOTANION TOU K?0H0U. 2€ VOV K?0U0 2T¢ KUPLOPX0?0aV Ol UTEPQUOTIK?C
OUV2UEIC WC OVATI2OPOOTN TPAYUATIK?TNTA, KAl TOL 7Ad ?tav dLVAT? L70Q ATr? TNV TPOLVC?0 TOU
©€0?, TV AUV KAl TWV AyY?AwV, Ol EPUNVE?ZEC KAL N OT?01 EKEAVWY TWV avBp?rwv eval
AOYIK? va dla@?p0LV OTI? TOUG CNUEPIVOZC.

YT(? 10 TIP?0UA OUT?C TNG AOYIK?G O€ TIOAA PG TEPITIL?0€1C €MV AL KATAYEYPA UUVEC O7KEC {20V, TIOV
VAV N alT?0 va TIPOKANBE? BvaT0¢ 0€ K?ToILoV VOPWID ? K?2ToILA KATAOTPOP? 0€ avOp?rVeQ
TEPIOLA?eC. AI?TI C2UPWVA UE TIC AVTIAAPEIC TNG ETIOX 2C T EENUEPWUVA - OIK?01TA {70,
OTTEAO?00V, B20€l TOU BE?0U KAVVA, VTA A@EPWUAVO OTNV LTI PEC?0 TOL AVOP?TOL, OTTTE UE
TIC <TP?EEIC» TOUG KA?TOl OTEPOUEVA AOVIK?G, TPAB?0{av TN BEK? KAl QUOIK? TN TRAYU?TWV
TIOU 70eAE TOV VOPWID OTO KVTPO TN CUUTIIVTIK?C dnoupy?0C.

«AT? AUT?V TNV ?10YnN,N KAatad?kn Twv T paBaTiK?v {?wv ?Tav TP?HOL0 LE TIC KOTNYOP?eq TEP?
poye?a¢: Kol atig 0?0 TEPITI ?0€1¢ TP?XOVTAV EENY?0EIC VIO K2TIOIEC OTI?OTEVTEC CUUQOP?C —
ETIPP?TIOVTAC ELOBVEC OTO (?0 ? OTN U2VIO0A — Kl TO 3?0 TPOC?2PEPAV OTA B2U0TA VOV VOUIK?
HNXOVIOU? TIOU OTI?PAUVE TN SUCTUX 20 TOUG».

Evala@?pov Tpouct 2CEl TT20NE N 2rmoyin TOU CLYYPOE?a Via TN P7A0 TNE Yuva XKag ag Ol 2popa
@AIVUEVO TIOL OXETOVTAL E7TE UE EKOTATIK?C — TROPNTIK 2C EUTEIPPEC E7TE UE TEPI T ?0ELC
daipoviopo?. Ki aut? yiat? ol yuva2keg dev €?2xav tnv duvat?inta mp?ofoong o dnu?oia
a&luata Kal 8?20€1¢ 10X 20¢ KOl aUT?¢ 70V 0 HOVOdIK?¢ TP — L2000 aTt? lia Hop@?
«BpnNoKeLTIKO? BE?TPOL» Va A?BOUV TPOCOX? ATT? V0 KOIV? KOL VO EKPP?00ULV TIC OTIAPEIC TOUC.
EKT?¢ auT0? N TPOPNTIK? {IUOTIKIOTIK? EUTEIP?0 TIPO?TOETE IO TONTIK?TNTA, N OTI0?20 A Y00 TNG
KOIVOVIK?C KOTWIEP?TNTOC TNE YUVO KOC, 2TV K?TI TO OIKE?0 OE AUT?V, TIOA? EVKOA?TEPA AT? VAV
VOpa, UTIOPO?0E VO YVEL TO «OOXE?0» YId EKPE?0EL TN @uv? TOL B€0? (? ToL dla?AoL av?
TEP?ITWOTN)).

O1 BpNOKELTIK?C GCLYKPO?0EIG TIOU 0N OOV OTO TIPOTECTAVTIK? OX?20Ud KOl TNV KABOAIK?



OVTIHETAPP?BLION €2XAV WC ATOT?PAECUO TNV 200N TOL BPNOKEVTIKO? GAVATIOUO? KOI TGV
OLYKPO?CEWV AVIUESA G€ BPNOKEVTIK?G KOIV?TNTEG, N KABEU?a ATI? TIC OTID?C A& 2LVE TNV KATOX?
NG UTPTATNG OAPPEIAC, AAA? 0O OE ETT?20NC OTO PAIVAUEVO TOL MOLPITAVIGUO?, 2TV 0 CLVEX?
OTOXOOU?C TEP? BaV?TOL Kal pia {w? BuBiopu?vn otn BAPN, OTNV ALoTNP?TNTA KAl TNV
OTIOOTPOY? K70 EYK?0UIAC EVTLX?0C ?TAV TO {NTO?UEVO KOl TO AOYIK?.

MoA? cLXV? dlad?0EIC KOl HUBEAUATA TNE ETIOX ?C TEPVO?0AV U200 O€ PEAPTEC KO KATAYPAQP?C TWV
HOPQWUAV WV (WC TIPOYUATIK? YEYOV?2TA KOl (G T?2T01A SO ?0@uvay TNV KOGUOBEWP?0 TwvV
METAYEV?0TEPLIV, TIOU TA XPNOIHOTIOI0?00V WC OEI 2TT OTEC TNY?E, AladDOVTAC 2101 EGPAAUNVEG
OVTIAAPELC. 2TOL, C2UPUWVA LLE TOV OLYYPA@?d, TV W aTr? 50.000 VBpwToIl Bp?Kav Tov BVaATOo o€
O7KEC MAYIOG oTNV Eup?rm Kol atnv AUEPIK?. TO CUUTT?PACHA AOITTA TOL CUWPAE?D EAAL TO
€€?C

«AvV AOYIKO? VOPWIoI OTO TIPEAB?V, UTIOPO?CAV VO TIOTE?0UV TNV ?TPEN OAILOVIOUVLV
H?AWV KOl VO KATASIK?{0UV OE EKT?AECN YOUPOVIA, L?YIOOEC KAL AIPETIKO?C, T?TE Ol
0pPBOAOYIOT?¢ 2VOPWITOL TNG ONUEPIV?C ETIOX ?C TP?TEIL VO EEET?00UV TO EVOEX ?UEVO KAl Ol dIK?C
TOUC 18?EC VA EV?XOUV V0 TIDOOOT? «TPAEEVI ?2C». M va TO B?00VE SIAQOPETIK?, Ol 2VOPWTDL
TOU H?AAOVTOC B0 BPO?VE TIC OIK?G O TETIONO?0€1 ¢ £€ 700V YEAO?EC, TG EUE?C BEWPO?IE AUT?C
TWV KLVNY?V HOYIAO?V;»

Patty says

A nonfiction account of various "weird" facts about medieval Europe: that scholars wasted time arguing
about how many angels could dance on the head of a pin; that lawyers and judges put animals on trial for
murder or for destroying crops; a general belief in vampires, werewolves, and witches; the use of trial by
ordeal; and, of course, burning heretics at the stake. Oldridge isn't just interested in listing bizarre incidents
though — particularly since most of them are fairly well-known — but in examining the overall worldview that
made such activities appear normal, even rational. He points out that it's easy to blame 'ignorant peasants' but
in fact it was often highly educated, wealthy, cosmopolitan people who led the charge on such cultural
beliefs. So why did they do it? That's what Oldridge sets out to explain.

The writing is humorous, well-researched, and easy to read. Definitely recommended for anyone who enjoys
weird history with athoughtful twist.

Matt says

It wasn't quite the book | expected from the title or the blurb. | was expecting a more narrative account of
seemingly strange anecdotes from medieval and renaissance history. Instead, the book is a scholarly thesis
trying to impress on his reader asimple point that | didn't really feel needed to be stressed outside of say
Survey of European History 101. At least, the point was clearly stressed to me whenever | took college level
world history; namely, that the historian errs when he tries to explain history by ascribing to the persons of
the past limited intelligence or savageness or other traits associated with the stereotype of primitive as an
explanation for their actions. Instead, the proper approach to history is accept that the personsinvolved were
ordinary people no different than you or I, or other people we might encounter in the modern world,
possessing of the same degree of intelligence, perceptiveness and the same emotions, but that their actions



were informed by at times wildly different sets of beliefs and values.

In particularly, the book seemsto be aimed at fellow scholars that have great difficulty dealing with pre-
modern world views which are informed by what they consider superstition, and so ascribe to the persons
insanity or stupidity as an explanation for historical events. One would hope this explanation would be
unneeded, but one could easily see in the current culture why it might be.

I'm deducting one star for the text being drier than it need be considering the subject matter. Oldridge also
carries his otherwise worthy thesis a bit too far at times, ignoring or downplaying evidence that certain
persons struck even their contemporaries with the same world view, culture and facts as being overly
zealous, possessing poor judgment, or even perhaps insane.

| deduct a second star because | think Oldridge goes much too far in assuming that the views of his actors are
remote and inexplicable to his readership, as there are strong parallelsin many cases with modern world
views - not only within the modern religious but within other subcultures aswell. That is to say, when your
thesisisthat people of the past aren't actually so different than the people of today, it might do well to
actually recognize that thisis true across the board. Modern believersin conspiracy theories that cut across
political and religious lines - for example vaccinations relationship to autism - strike me as a very apt
comparison. Indeed, hysteria and fear in general is not unique to earlier times, nor isthe problem of how we
are to distinguish between information and misinformation coming from experts or self-proclaimed experts
in any way a problem relegated to the past. | think any one that believes that they are not deceived on some
small points or another, having taken for granted some plausible urban legend or failed to realize that they
hold a belief which at one time was well regarded but has since been discredited, is deceiving themselves.
Likewise, reasonableness requires us to imagine that at least some of the beliefs we hold very dear, and to be
completely obvious, logical and reasonable, will fall into disrepute in future generations for reasons that will
seem good to them.

Ted says

A book that attempts to portray the image of the world as it was in the middle ages and succeeds. Darren
Oldridge takes stories that seem ludicrous by today's standards and embeds them into a comprehensive
snapshot of the thoughts of the time, proving that objective thought led to this outcome.

In doing so this book leads to interesting and unsettling questions about the validity of our own world view.

Edward Sullivan says

A scholarly but fascinating and lively look at strange phenomena in the medieval and Renaissance eras and
explains why people believed in them and reacted to them in the way they did. An interesting examination of
cultural and religious beliefsin ahistorical context.

lan says

"It is astonishing that there should still be found today people who do not believe that there are witches."
Henri Boguet, 1602.



Thisis apretty good summation of this book. | found the introductory and concluding chaptersto be
fascinating, while the middle chapters seemed to be just a progression of examples. The writing was solid,
but the author could have done more to weave these examples into a narrative, but maybe thisis just because
| am used to reading fictional works that deal with these same subjects, as opposed to actual scholarly
History. | would really recommend it though, minor preferential gripes aside.

Redsteve says

An interesting read. The author presents a number of ideas that most modern folks would say "Wow! Look at
those wacky primitives." to, and places them in their historical and cultural context, showing that, based on
what pre-modern people "knew" and based their decisions on, that they were logical beliefs and actions.
These included taking animals to both civil and criminal court, witch trials, the persecution of heretics, belief
in demonic posssession, werewolves and the walking dead. The author draws some interesting parallels
between judicia persecution of witches and devil worshippers up to the 17th Century and current legal
hobbyhorses like the "War on Drugs' and the "War on Terror". On the other hand, the author does tend to
lecture alittle and at times goes on a bit long (evidently not believing that the readership has ever heard of
"historical context™).

MariaKellidou says

E€aipetik? va ?pyo Babl? ETHOTNUOVIK? TIOU (OT?00 ATEVOVETAI OTO ELP? KOIV?. MTIOPE? va
AloBagTe? ATt TOV OTIOIOVA?TIOTE OK2UO KI AV OEV 2XEI KA?A aX 70N E TN MEA?TN TNG I0TOP?0C.
MP?2KEITAl KAT? TN YW2UN MOU ia ‘Va BIBA?0 TOL TIIP? TO UAEB?C TOL ATIOTEAE? GTOBU? yid TNV
KOTOV?NoN TG MECOIWVIK?C KAl OVAYEVWNOLOK?¢ OK2PNG. ATA? 0TO Ol 7BOCUd, LE TIOA? WPA 7€¢
TPATIOUTT?G, O€ BLOLEl OTO KAUA TNC ETIOX?C, OUXV? LOPEP?, TPOUAXTIK? KOl HUOTNPIaK?. ET?0oNn¢
1010 2TEPA TIPWTOTIOPIOK? KAl 2YXPOVO. T?AELD ETUAOY?!

Eleni says

it was not the kind of book | had expected to read. | had expected an assortment of stories with a mix of
interesting facts related to them, instead the book is more academic. After awhile | also found it a bit
repetitive but | supposeif you are using it as atextbook it's ok asit goes to great detail in explaining the
different aspects affecting behaviour of society in the middle age's

Anne-Marie says

| know most of you people did not like this book... but | thought it was more interesting than Dorian Gray.
The QUESTIONS are the killers which make it seem less enjoyable, but | thought the book itself wasn't that
bad. Most of the time. * Umbridge hem hem* cough cough CHAPTER SEVEN.

I thought the arguments for the most part made sense and now | am kind of scared that | see the reason
behind the possessed apple. Heehee | love how they say that "one brave young lad stepped forward" to face



the apple. | would love to watch how that all played out. It reminded me of Monty Python.

By the way Goodreads, the book is by DARREN OLDRIDGE not DARRE OLDRIDGE. Ugh, that's been
bugging me all summer!

Mar gar et Sankey says

Animal trials, the walking dead, werewolves, flying witches, and demonic possession--this great little book
is athoughtful explanation of why these ideas were perfectly reasonable to Early Modern people.

David says

Thiswas brilliant and disturbing analysis of contextualised reason. The essential reach of the book was to
"reconstruct the thinking of men and women who accept as normal ideas that now seem to be absurd”. The
author does a marvelous job which, in the end, brings the whole idea of the Dark Ages into question -- as it
well should be.

I'm not suggesting the scientific method existed in the early Middle Ages or even the Late Middle Ages but
there was alot going on technologically and there was no shortage of 'reason’ in the period aswell. A

healthy, if disturbing, corrective to the Enlightements villification of this period of Western history.

Mr. Oldridge asks an interesting question: "If people once accepted things that now seem strange or cruel,
what should we make of our own commonplace assumptions?’

Of course, we cannot answer such a question, but it is one worth contemplating.
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

Warning: Some of the examplesin this book may be deeply disturbing to contemporary sensibilities.

Eric says

This entertaining and well-written book makes an interesting claim: it made sense for folksto believein
haunted apples and flying witches and devilish sabbats. After al, that's what their political officials and
religous officials told them. There was even documented evidence.

In fact, if we sophisticated, modern, and technologically savvy folks happened to live in that time, we'd
probably believe all that too.

The author makes agood case for histhesis, but for me, the strength of the book is the detailed legends and
myths he describes. It makes for fascinating reading, and is a treasure trove of story ideas. A fun,



informative, and educational book. Hard to beat that!




