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Thelatest mystery in Andrea Camilleri'sinternationally bestselling Inspector Montalbano series

With their dark sophistication and dry humor, Andrea Camilleri's classic crime novels continue to win more
and more fansin America. The latest installment of the popular mystery series finds the moody Inspector
Montalbano further beset by the existential questions that have been plaguing him of late. But he doesn't
have much time to wax philosophical before the gruesome murder of a man-shot at point-blank range in the
face with his pants down-commands his attention. Add two evasive, beautiful women as prime suspects,
some dirty cocaine, mysterious computer codes, and a series of threatening letters, and things soon get very
complicated at the police headquartersin Vigata.

Read translator Stephen Sartarelli's post on the Penguin Blog.
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Maria Altiki says

Mt aTOAAUBVW VA JABZ W ITOPZEC VIO TIC TEPITIATEIEC TOV @7A0U TI O KAl ayo TN UAVoL Z?ABo
MOVTAAUTTVO. Kal 2tav KVW KAIP?, TE VW TOV E0UT? LOL VA HOL AE?TEL, VO B2 Aw va U?20w Ta v2a
TOU TOAL2QPAOU. ?XEl EEXWPIOT? 870N GTNV KAPAI? O TG VA YVEL.

>TO OUYKEKPIUAVO BIPA?0 ?XEL VO KVEL E TNV OPPWOTNUAN AY?rn AT 070 Ad?A@ A, UE HUOTIK?
KOl Y2UUATa, JE IO LTT?BE0T VOBELULVNG dNANTNPIACUVNG KOKA VNG, UE VOONP? TI70N Kal e 070
ETIKVOUVEC YUVO KEC TIOU TOV TIPOKAAON OAA? 2TIOG TIVTA ¢ OEYUA NBIK?C KOl EYKP?TEING
avtioTKetal aBsvap?. O Z?2AB0o 2uw Bacav?ZeTal KAl OTO HA?PEC OKAPELC TIOL APOPON TO Y?pOg
KOl TOV BV0TO KOl OUT? TOV KVEl TPWT? KAl ag UNV TO O?XVEL... ATOyonTe?eTal Kal {NAg?El ?tav
OTOHAT? VO TIPOKAAE? EVAIAQ?POV KO VO TOV KUVNYOV, N AUTOTETIO?0r 0N TOU d?XETAL LOXLP?
TA2VA.

"AC UTIOB?00UE 2T VA KOUV?AL BA?TEL VA yOT?rpdo va TO 0KOAOUBE? KAl apx (el va TP?XEL
@OBIOUVO VIO VO EEQNEL. ZO@VIK? TO KOUV?AL gV VOI 7€l Tu O TI?000 TOL TO ¥plo Bnp?o. Fup?el Kal
BA?MEL TO YOT?2rpdo va KUVNy?el Va EAA@XI.

H ep?tnon enal n €€72¢: IaT? 10 KOUVZAL QVT? VO €Al ELXAPIOTNAVO, VIl A0
OTIOYONTEVLLAVO TOL OV ENVAL THO Ag?0;"

"To KOLV7?AL OEV UTIOPO?0E OK2UA VO KATOA?BEL VIAT? OEV TO E?XE P7El O YT I pdoC.”

AX YAUK?, KOA? HoL @?Ae Z7AB0!

Cathy Cole says

First Line: The alarm rang, asit had done every morning for the past year, at seven-thirty.

The moody Inspector Salvo Montalbano has been plagued by the sense of his own mortality of late. He's
trying to dodge all those morbid questions floating around in his mind-- without much success-- so what he
needs is a good murder to take his mind off death. This he gets when the body of a man-- shot in the face at
point-blank range-- with his pants down around his anklesis found.

Montalbano soon has more than enough to occupy his mind with the victim's beautiful sister, the victim's
beautiful girlfriend, cocaine, blackmail letters, and mysterious computer codes all complicating the
investigation. Not to fear, though-- allow Montalbano to cogitate while digesting an excellent meal, and the
killer will soon beinjail.

Although the first book in the series was rather shaky for me, | am so glad that | continued because thisis
now one of my absolute favorite series. Montalbano and histeam of officersare al gems, and Stephen
Sartarelli does a perfect job of trandlating colloquial dialogue. (By the way, my husband is another huge fan
of this series.) How Sartarelli manages to imply regional Sicilian speech and yet keep the meaning
completely clear for English speakersis beyond me. The man is a master!

The mystery isn't all that difficult to solve, but that's not the point. The point is being able to watch grumpy
Inspector Montal bano distracted by two pretty girls. Y ou know that, sooner or later, the pheromones are
going to lose their effect, and the wily Sicilian policeman is going to figure everything out. Thejoy isin



watching him do it.

David R. Dowdy says

A missing middle-age man is reported by his sister, Michela Pardo. She convinces Inspector Salvo
Montalbano to search for him. Thisis how the police procedural, The Paper Moon, begins. Soon, Camilleri
weaves awonderful and intriguing story that looks into Angelo Pardo’ s past.

Montalbano’s police station isin the fictitious city of Vigata near Palermo. To put yourself there, imagine a
romantic old city. Stucco buildings painted vivid colors, scrolled black iron railings penning second-floor
bal conies, people shopping in the outdoor markets, and alley-streets climbing the hills.

There in the station Mantalbano’ s associates share their lives with us. There' s an officer whose new baby
tests him. A commissioner who's perpetually too tied up to meet with Montalbano. Catarella, ajunior officer
whose substandard way of speaking, said with upmost sincerity, stuns Montalbano. TPM was written in
Italian. Still, everything flows well in the English trandlation, including Cat’ s hilarious mispronunciations.

Thisis Sicily. I'm sorry, you know there must be some Mafiagoings-on. It’s not all violent and tragic,
though. There are many light and sometimes fantastic moments. Montalbano operates alone and by his wits.
He tirelessly digs up information from seemingly barren evidence. Whatever the motivations of his prey, his
erudite mind will discover.

Careful, there are many moments when a catcall wouldn’t be out of the question. However, Michela and
Elena, ancther beautiful lady Montalbano interviews, are just as ready to pounce. He drinks demitasse coffee
in their company and works hard to avoid characterizing them in terms of his girlfriend who's away.

This book is atestament to Camilleri’s concise writing. I'm surprised by the uncanny similarity of
Camilleri’s simple and logical Montalbano to Georges Simenon’s Maigret. They both work for flying police
sgquads which, | recently learned, are forces that get to the scene of the crime quickly. Nothing to do with
aeronautics!

Come, rest on the veranda overlooking the Tyrrhenian Sea. Sit with Salvo and share aglass of J&B as he
awaits his Livia. Ciao!

Anastasia™”" says

Mia KOTOTAIKTIK? ATU?0@01PA. ZIKEA? .

YT?p0OX0 QaynT?. A0 ¢ TOA? 101 20pLOKOC 0 OTUV2UOC TIOU 1AV TPAYUATI OUBEVTIK?C, TPATNPNTIK G,
?EVUTIVOC KOl EVOLOQ?P0V UE POB?EC KAl YKPNVIEC.

ATIOAQUCTIK? AVAVWOA.

MP?BAEPA 2UwWC TO T?A0C... 20W0E APKET? OTOIXE?D KAl OPKET? XPVO VIa va TO Bp?.




vagia says

www.vivliakai oneira.blogspot.com

Mp?tn WWPIL?a UE TOV €T10wpNT? MOVTOAUTIAVO K Ba pou PeEVEL a&?xaotn! Mp?tn op? yeAaoo
0€ 0CTUVOMIK? KOl 0 ?pwa ¢ £€20TPOPOC, YPNYOPOS, AY0 2TCOAOC KOl T?00 avOpwrivog, o€ KATAKT?
QT TNV TPWIIN OEA1dA!

H atu?o@aipa av?Aa@prn, Lo TO HUOT?PI0 EAAOXE?EL KO O CUYWPAPENC PAVEPLIVEL TN A70N 20LXA,
MO T?00 TEIOTIK?.

To BIBALO, UKP? GE WYEBOC, €2XPNOTO KAl TIPOCEYUEVO, KAVEL TNV AVANVWOT TPOAYUATIK?
art?Aavaon!

Donna says

This particular series has been asolid 3 stars for me. | enjoy the MC. He is quirky and can carry a book. |
like his thought processin finding the guilty. | never really know how heis going to get to the end, so that
awaysreelsmein. | usually enjoy the story line aswell, but this one was just okay for me. It wasn't my
favoritein this series. But overall, thiswas still enjoyable. So 3 stars.

Jim Leffert says

Paper Moon is one of a series of police procedural detective novels that take place in Vigata, afictional town
in Sicily, featuring the quirky “everyman” Inspector Montalbano and his equally quirky colleagues. Having
never visited Sicily, | was hoping for descriptions of the scenery and local customs, but the story, as
trandated by Stephen Sartarelli, read like it could have taken place anywhere in Italy. (Reportedly, these
novels feature local Sicilian dialect and expressions that don’t make it into the translation.)

If low on depictions of scenery and customs, Paper Moon is atightly written novel with alot of gruff and
colorful dialogue among the cops, a seductive femal e suspect who was the murdered man’s mistress, and
references to departmental intrigues and larger political currents—a well-crafted, somewhat pulpy, detective
story with a sympathetic and fallible cop at its center—no more and no less. | could imagine watching it on
television—and apparently there is an Inspector Montalbano series that was a big hit in Britain.

Frances Sawaya says

There is no getting around it! | am hooked on Montalbano whether it be the series on telly ( with the dynamic
Luca Zingaretti as the inspector) or the new serieson BBC, "The Y oung Montalbano." or the books created
by Camilleri. Makes for great reading in the wee small hours when insomnia hits. Interesting to see how the
young Catarellais portrayed and how Montalbano makes a place for him in the workplace and eventually
comes to realize his hidden talents. | also enjoyed how poor Mimi is pigeonholed as less than human because
he is unable to enjoy the pure taste of food in quiet friendship; yet Montalbano also comes to accept him for
what he brings to the workplace.



Spuddie says

#9 Inspector Montalbano series set in Sicily, Italy. Once again, beautiful women and corrupt men pepper
Inspector Montalbano's investigation into the death of one Angelo Pardo, a pharmaceutical representative.
There's Angelo's sister Michela--who reported him missing and his mistress Elena, whose husband is older
and impotent and allows his wife her sexual freedom. Both seem to be playing off one another, blaming each
other for Angelo's death, and both are definitely suspects and not telling the whole truth, but when Angelo's
connection to some corrupt politicians comes to light, there are awhole host of other possibilities as well.

While the mystery was rather obvious, as always, | enjoyed the whole package of being deposited into Sicily,
with its weather, the food, the atmosphere of Montalbano's world. These books read very quickly but are by
no means cozy--there's alot of sexual innuendo and content and graphic descriptions of the violent crime
scenes. It's hard to know since it's written and set in a different cultureif the author istrying to be
'sensational’ or if thisisjust what's expected of crimefiction in Italy. At any rate, | loved this entry in the
series no less than others but after reading two in one month, am now content to wait another couple of
months before | get to the next one.

Tracy L says

The Montalbano series reminds me of Alexander McCall Smith's Ladies Detective Agency series - only this
isadlightly coarser version set in Sicily. The language islight but fun, and the plot well paced but far from
taxing. A nice easy read, made all the more entertaining by the grumpy character of Montalbano and his
worries about old age. A good holiday read.

Jakefan Efp says

Non sono obiettiva, 10 so, manon mi vadi mettermi a ragionare su strutture e cose serie: |0 amo e basta,
that's al. Poi I'ho audioletto, recitato da Lo Cascio nell'italo-siculo originale di Camilleri, quindi come
potevo non goderlo fino all'ultima sillaba?

Mi chiedo: ma come fannoii lettori anglofoni a"percepirlo”? Ho visto recensioni a due, tre stelline. Mi
sembrano ingiuste, anche se probabilmente necessarie. Per quanto riguarda me, God save Camilleri e gli
conceda lunghissima vita per scrivere ancora tantissimi Montalbano.

Nico says

Il precedente mi avevaleggermente delusa mentre questo mi € piaciuto moltissimo. Rispetto ad altri libri
dellasaga si focalizzadi piu sull'aspetto investigativo, non lasciando nessun spazio alla vita personale di
Montalbano. Il caso si svolge in modo molto lineare e senza particolari colpi di scenafino a finale che quas
non ci si aspettava piul.



Gary says

Absurd; usually keeps the plot near; humorous; delvesinto aging; funny; dark; literate; consistently
interesting.

Orinoco Womble (tidy bag and all) says

| first met Montalbano in the Italian TV series with English subtitles and fell in love. Reading a Montalbano
novel islike listening to my husband and his best friend banter back and forth. | guessit's true what they say:
"Italiani, spagnoli, unafazza, unarazza." When | picked this one up | was dangeroudy close to reading-
slump territory--so much so, that | was afraid even to try aMaigret novel in case | was disappointed. What?
It has happened. It was yet another sleepless night, so | thought I'd ask il dottore to investigate why | wasn't
enjoying books lately. He came up with the goods, as always.

Some of the themes touched on in the book are pretty scabrous: love, sex, aging, death--all in their many
forms--and yet Camillieri's light touch never lets him down. Hats off to the excellent translator of the Picador
edition. His rendering of Catarella had me trying to stifle my chuckles so as not to wake my husband--1 could
just hear the Noo Joisy Italian-American voice in my head. It cracked me up that the translator chose to use
the Spanish word "cojones’ instead of our good old English term "balls'; but then "cojones" passed into the
language some time ago. (I often citeit as a case of the latest linguistic borrowing, and it never failsto make
my Eng Lit students sit up and take notice.) Poissonally in poisson, | think it couldn't be bettered.

Grazie, dottore.

L ou Robinson says

Thiswas adifficult book to rate. | didn't hate it, | didn't loveit. It was just ok. So that makesit a 2* right?
But overall, on balance, that seems harsh, so maybe it'srealy a2.5*. It was an impulse buy at Paphos
airport, having finished the last paperback | took on holiday before | got on the plane and needing something
to fill the 4 hour journey home. Except | ended up buying 2 and reading the other one.

The downsides of The Paper Moon - it felt like it was too literal atranslation throughout. Would Inspector
Montalbano (which | couldn't seem to help reading as Montepulciano) really talk like that? Or maybeit's
because I'm not Italian. There were some very strange characters, including an administrator at the police
station named Catarella, who every time he appeared, all | could imagine was an Italian Manuel.

And the upsides, it was unintentionally (I think!) funny. The story was entertaining and afairly intricate
crimeand | certainly didn't struggleto read it, at no point did | consider giving up on the book.

Don't think I'll be going back to read the rest of the series though...

Margar et says

As entertaining as usual. | remembered the plot from watching it on television, but it didn't matter.



Spiros says

| have always treasured the books in this series far more for their flavor than for any strength of plot or
characterization; Inspector Salvu Montalbano has always seemed to me to be a pale imitation of Colin
Dexter's brilliant creation, Inspector Endeavor Morse, and the plots have ranged from ingenious to,
increasingly as the series has progressed, downright obvious. Still, the books are imbued with a wonderful
feel for Sicily and, especially and mouthwateringly, Sicilian cuisine, to my mind the greatest fusion cuisine
in the world. So imagine my chagrin: throughout the entire body of this work Montalbano eats, but only once
(in the event, some uninteresting salmon and herring shipped from Norway) is any of the food described.
What gives? Is Camilleri undergoing chemo? Has he become a vegan, or taken up smoking and lost his
appetite? For the first time reading one of Camilleri's novels, | didn't get hungry once.

Dear Andrea: let's get back to describing the food, please; either that, or put Montalbano out to pasture (have
him marry his long-suffering girlfriend and move to Milano, where food doesn't matter), or perhaps have him
join the late, lamented Inspector Morse.

David Highton says

Montalbano gets to the bottom of another murder in his own idiosyncratic way - some excellent charactersin
the story - and Montalbano starts to get concerned about ageing.

Karen says

Please don't ask me what the correct order of this seriesis, as|'ve got absolutely no idea. I've never found the
need to worry about it as each book works on its own, and each book is one of those little pieces of joy that
just make you feel good.

Part of it has got to be Inspector Montalbano who is just so gloriously grumpy and idiosyncratic that he leaps
alive from each and every page. Part of it is the setting which is woven into the action so seamlessly that
you're just there, in that location, beside that ocean, in those restaurants, with those people. But definitely it's
that food, which, frankly, I'm starting to think there should be alaw against. Y ou simply cannot read one of
these books without constant mental references to the decided lack of wonderful meals lurking in your own
refrigerator. (Note to self, first sniff of a Lotto win and we're hiring one of those housekeepers that cook like
he hag!).

Of course, none of the pluses thus far touch on the nature of the plots in these books, which are also
extremely good. Almost masterclasses on tight, taut, clever plotsin succinct but fully formed stories,
decorated brilliantly by al the other aspects.

| dip into this series these days when | want a bit of comfort reading. And when I'm not on a diet.

http://www.austcrimefiction.org/revie...



Sophia B says

| want to move to Vigataand eat silently at Enzo's with Salvo and take a meditative stroll in Marinella. | love
Camilleri's humour and Sartarelli's trandation. Long live Camilleri!




