e
3 i’ -
¥
Y
4 Ak
- CEg R
- |
Y | B \ |
(I (- /!

BILL BELICHICK, THE COACHES, AND THE
PLAYERS WHO BUILT A CHAMPION

Patriot Reign: Bill Belichick, the Coaches, and the
Player s Who Built a Champion

Michael Holley

Read Online ©



http://bookspot.club/book/221883.patriot-reign
http://bookspot.club/book/221883.patriot-reign

Patriot Reign: Bill Belichick, the Coaches, and the Players
Who Built a Champion

Michael Holley

Patriot Reign: Bill Belichick, the Coaches, and the Players Who Built a Champion Michael Holley
When Bill Belichick arrived in New England, the Patriots were a laughingstock, an organization with a
losing record and aroster of overpaid, underperforming players. So how did a head coach with a
guestionable record transform this team, garner three Lombardi trophiesin four years, and -- with the Pats
2005 Super Bow! win over the Philadelphia Eagles -- cement the team's place as an NFL dynasty?

With unprecedented access granted by Belichick and his staff, author Michael Holley spent two years with
the coach, histeam, and his brain trust. Holley provides insights into how Belichick and his coaching cabinet
prepare for opponents, evaluate talent, run the draft, and design their offensive and defensive schemes.
Patriot Reign captures Belichick at his most candid, and what emergesis a portrait of a complicated man
who is cerebral, yes, but also tough, demanding, stubborn, funny, profane, and a master strategist.

Frank, uncompromising, and stunning, Patriot Reign is required reading for football fans who want to
understand what makes a champion tick
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From Reader Review Patriot Reign: Bill Belichick, the Coaches, and
the Player s Who Built a Champion for online ebook

Ross Coburn says

An informative and often amusing look behind the curtain at the workings of one of sports' most successful
franchises of the past two decades, and the personalities that command the public's attention.

Griffin says

Patriot Reign
By: Griffin Anderson

Former Boston Globe columnist writer Michael Holley gives readers an unprecedented look at how the New
England Patriots built a Championship caliber team in the early 2000’'sin “Patriot Reign”

The book begins with the author giving a biography of Bill Belichick the main character and Head Coach of
the New England Patriots. Bill Belichick has been known to give the media the cold shoulder so him
granting Michael Holley the access he did was a bit shocking.

This book is more of ainformative book than it is anail bitter, so if you like excitement thisis not the book
for you. This book also does not have a climax. The reason that there is no climax is because the outcome of
the book is already known by the reader. | enjoyed this book immensely because | am a huge football fan,
but if you do not like football thisis not a book for you.

What this book provesisthat with hard work and determination, you can achieve any goal.

Jan says

| enjoyed Patriot Reign, which provides some good insight into how Belichick and the Patriots work. While
the anecdotes and behind the scenes access to Belichick is great and the best thing about the book, Holley
failsto pull al thistogether into clear themes or structure. There are clear themes, but it is up to the reader to
discover them. Assuch, I'd rateit 3.5 stars

It is also worth mentioning that the early chapter(s) capture the same ground as The Education of a Coach
though in significantly less detail - i.e. Belichick working for Marchibrodain Baltimore, arriving in New
Y ork working for Ray Perkins, and then Parcels; and how Ernie Adams was there too.

In terms of content, there are couple of key thingsthat | found particularly interesting:

*) I'm amazed that Bill prepares for press conferences for 15-20mins and breaks them down into likely
topics, much like agame...

*) Finding out that Josh McDaniels puts funny 'bonus cuts' at end of cut up plays of key things for playersto
remember, to keep their attention and make it more fun

*) Learning how the Patriots describe their players and how important they consider it that players are
committed to the game

*) The details surrounding the Lawyer Milloy release

*) How they game planned against Ramsin 2001 Super Bowl, but more generally how that is the Patriots



approach
*) That Belichick has never forgiven Tom Jackson of ESPN saying his team hated him
*) And of course...the importance of preparation

Bob Spiridigliozzi says

Excellent book, avery good read and a good portrayal of the relationship between coach and QB.

Adil says

Patriot Reign: Bill Belichick, the Coaches, and the players who Built a Champion is the story of how the
New England Patriots established a dynasty in the early twenty first century. Thiswas do to one big reason:
the addtion of Bill Belichick. Bill Belichick is one of the greatest coaches of all time ranking among Vince
Lombardi and Jimmie Johnson. Belichick created greatness out of an underachieving football team. He
helped draft Tom Brady the most efficient and accomplished quarterback of this decade. Belichick also
helped build a strong defense with name brand names such as Asante Samuel, Mark Vrabel, Tedy Bruschi,
and Rodney Harrison. The combination of a great defense and a great quarterback created an unstoppable
franchise which won three Super bowlsin its prime. Every decade has its own dynasty last decade it was the
Patriots. The Patriots have been the most successful Football Franchise in the past ten years making it to the
Super Bowl four times and going undefeated in the 2007 regular season. How exactly did Belichick build
such a sucessful franchise? Well, he did it by pure ruthlessness and smart roster moves. Belichick has a
knack for finding the right player and cutting playersto send a message.

Caden Gatherum says

The story is about the New England Patriots. It was about Robert Kraft and hislife long dream was to own
the New England Patriots. Kraft bought the Patriots back in 1994. The main characters are Robert Kraft, Bill
Parcells, Bill Belichick, Drew Bledsoe and Tom Brady.

The main charactersin this story took ateam with one of the worst recordsin the league and built it into one
of the best teamsin the NFL. The main characters ran into lots of problems, Coach Bill Parcells was a great
coach but the team hated him. He was rude and demanding and fought for power and caused alot of
problems for Robert Kraft and the New England Patriots.

The main characters had alot of adventures when Coach Parcells finally left the team and Bill Belichick took
over, they had alot of close games and alot of heart break but they never lost sight of al the dreams. They
could see that the team was headed in the right direction. They made changes in the teams offence and
defense and turned the players attitude around and began the trip to the Super Bowl. Drew Bledsoe got hurt
and that gave Tom Brady the chance to take over as quarter back.

My favorite characters are Bill Belichick and Tom Brady. Bill Belichick was really good a putting a game
plan together and how he would play defense against other teams in the NFL and how one of the best quarter
backs in the NFL, Tom Brady would pass the ball 40 to 50 times a game and out smart the defenses of other
teams when they knew he was going to do it.



| canrelate asfar as personally | would like to work towards a baseball scholarship someday and | look at
how Tom Brady prepared for his game and the way Bill Belichick studied for the games and got ready to
play, it inspires me to do the same which | think would make me a better person and player.

| did feel some of the same things that the players do, my coach and | worked on aturning a double play, at
first we made mistakes but the more we practiced the better we got.

| would recommend this book to another person. This book is a good way to organize and learn to stay on
task and make plans for your future and this book shows that if you work hard and stay on task you can

achieve anything.

I would recommend this book to a person who likes sports and a happy ending and sports greatness.

Noah Bilodeau says

Noah Bilodeau
Issues In Non-fiction
Mr. Herman
10/17/17

Patriots Reign: Bill Belichick, The Coaches, And The Players Who Built A Champion

Patriots Reign was the perfect book for diehard Patriots fans. Also for people that just wants to know what
goes on inside an NFL organization. Especially an organization that has alot of success. Author Michael
Holley doesn't just talk about the Patriots. He tells the story from the beginning. Such as what Kraft did to be
able to buy the Patriots. How Bill Belichick came to be the best head coach for the Patriots and maybe the
best in NFL history. The author also relates to what was happening in the world at the time of the Super
Bowls and other events. What sportswriters and NFL analysis were saying and predicting about the underdog
New England Patriots.

People will definitely enjoy this book. Even people that don’t like the Patriots will enjoy reading this book.
That's because it’ s about the work of a successful professional football program. Also connectsto what is
going on in the world at the time, and why America s game was so popular. | have some confidencein
saying this book will be abook that readers can’t put down. Many people agree with me. Peter Kingwhoisa
sportswriter for Sports Illustrated and an author of five books agrees. His words say that Patriots Reign is,
“The best thing I’ ve read on football in recent years.” This book is also aNew York Times Bestseller.
Michael Holley gets deep in detail on explaining the process of Belichick and the players. How they prepare
to win.

In the explaining process of the successful organization, Michael Holley identifies a moral/thesis of the
organization. What the Patriots believe and play by. Don't listen to al the reporters predicting useless scores,
and saying things completely based on opinions. Overcome the odds and never give up. Bill Belichick knows
exactly how to do that. Especially how to teach his players that, from the first day of training camp to the
Super Bowl. There are many times that the New England Patriots were considered the underdogs. Reporters
predicted the Patsto get killed against a high powered offense with stars all through the opponent's roster.
But that didn’t stop Bill Belichick and the Patriots. They had ajob to do and they were going to get it done.
There are many examples of the Patriots way. Not caring what anybody else says and just, “Do Y our Job.”
Michael Holley gives many examples of that. Before the Patriots third super bowl in 2004 against the
Philadel phia Eagles, Belichick had a speech to the team. He talked to the players about what the Eagles were
already planning on doing after the super bowl. They were planning to have parties, parades, and the players



were going to be riding in the big duck boats. He told the players what the Eagles were already predicting
about the super bowl. That everybody was already calling the game. Belichick told the players that, but then
taught them how to win. Their assignments and different strategies.

During the Patriots first super bowl in 2001, they were playing the St. Louis Rams. Considered the “ Greatest
Show On Turf.” The Patriots looked at the Rams as just afootball team. Nothing more. Like | said before,
Michael Holley talks about what is happening in the world during that time. During the 2001 super bowl, the
country had just went through aterrible time. The 9/11 bombings. How it was the worst foreign terrorist
attack ever on American soil. That Patriotism was running high and the country was at war. Louisiana
Superdome in New Orleans where the super bowl was held, was covered with secret service. Fighter jets,
snipers, and cement barriers. Patriot Reign links the story of the Patriots organization to eventsin the world.
Michael Holley tells the story deep. Makes the reader think and imagine the events happening. This book
inspires alot of people. It inspires meto never give up. Don't listen to the usel ess noise and play your game.
Do your Job. When the Patriots did that in February 2002, they beat the “ Greatest Show On Turf.” Patriot
Reign explained the way of the Patriots organization. How they became a dynasty.

Owen K says

In the nonfiction story Patriot Reign by Michael Holley, the story of the dominant Patriots team in the 21st
century is explained. Bill Belichick isthe coach of the team, and Tom Brady is the man who runs the show
as the quarterback. These two would combine for three Super Bowl wins. What made it all possible were the
draft picks, trades, and behind the scenes moves that hel ped the Patriots become a dynasty in the 21st
century. A possible theme throughout the story isthat you must put forth your best effort to succeed, even if
you are gifted with talent. Belichick is not the coach to push the boundaries with hustle, as he will cut anyone
he fedsis not trying their hardest all the time. Bill explained to the media about his disappointment with the
team, specifically the effort of the secondary, ” Tebucky Jones missed too many tackles and was going to
want alot of money” (136).

My favorite character in the story is Bill Belichick. | think it was intended for this to be the case, asa
majority of the events and controversies are presented with hisinput and thoughts about the topic. Also, Bill
rarely gives the mediawhat they want to hear, which is humorous because he does not give them a great deal
of attention. He also does not put alot of thought into his answers. Another reason to like Bill Belichick is
how he got to be in the position that he earned in the story. He was the coach of the Cleveland Browns,
which was amajor hardship for him because he got fired rather quickly. Holley explains about the emotional
status of Belichick, “Four months after the announcement, Belichick was dismayed, though not surprised,
when the news of his job status was finally delivered. He knew he was going to get fired... it wasjust a
phone call” (8).

I would say the book isaquick read for those who are interested in either the Patriots, football in general, or
both. It has the ability to not allow you to put it down once you get deep into the story. | recommend it to
anyone interested in football. Even if you are not into football, it is a good nonfiction story to read to expand
your horizons in terms of knowledge. | enjoyed the book because it is about atopic | enjoy and discuss
regularly. It aso is about one of my favorite teams, the Patriots, so that alone would catch my interest ina
piece of writing.



Adam says

| picked up this book hoping to glean some insights into a coach that doesn't reveal much publicly in order to
pick up the keysto his success. To that end this book does illuminate upon afew things such as draft
ideology, player strategies and cap management. There are a number of details of the weekly preparations as
well but those tend to be vague and non-strategic, rather focusing on what people are doing instead of why. |
guess the best way | can describe this book is that it lacks introspection or analysis. It is basically bland
observations from a cheerleader of alocal reporter who clearly did basically zero independent research or
sourcing for this book, instead taking everything without question that was handed to him by virtue of his
access.

Great examples are when he describes how meticulous Viniteri wasin hisfirst SB appearance preparation
but then when he gets mentioned in the 2nd one (where he missed 2 FG's) he just expends energy to justify
the misses as him being sore. Or he will describe someone's actions but upon realizing it may sound negative
he hedges the comment. For instance he talked about Brady chewing people out during the Panthers SB but
then immediately states that "Brady never behaves that way" and how his leadership style is so much more
proactive. So this unprecedented access to the Patriots, instead of being used for a great insight tool, was
constantly apologizing for any shortcomings so that the author didn't make any Patriots player seem like they
had faults of any kind. Compounding this was the author never talked to or got material from oppossing
players, coaches or organizations which just madeit all the more one dimensional.

It just felt like a book that was written by a newspaper reporter that spends his life observing and reporting
on day to day things without any analysis nor investigation. The book was like eating candy, easy enough to
consume and sort of enjoyable but pretty cheap and unsatisfying.

Scott Bocchio says

Probably the best football book I've ever read. Author Michael Holley gives you an inside the locker room
view of how the New England Patriots became a dynasty in the 2000s. Patriot Reign is focused on Patriots
head coach Bill Belichick and how he developed a knack for winning game after game, with his systemin
New England known as The Patriot Way. In the book, the football seasons are recounted with respect to
Belichick, and explanations on why he does things so very different from the rest of the NFL, whether it be
histight lipped press conferences or his bold personnel changes such as releasing Pats star defensive back
Lawyer Milloy. Everything you want to know about how the Patriots operate is detailed, including how the
offensive and defensive game plans were formulated, the coaches and executives working behind the scenes
and even the Patriots revolutionary player grading system. This book isamust read for Patriots fans, and
great for football fansin general, asyou really get to know the person that Bill is as much as the coach heis.
For those who want more on the focus of the team executives, Scott Pioli, Thomas Dimitroff, and also
Belichick, War Room (also by Michael Holley) is agood supplement to Patriot Reign.

Chrissays

I'm aborn and bred Boston sports fan, but mostly 1'm a Patriots fan, so | found this book fascinating--



although even I'll have to admit it bordered on fawning on occasion. Sportswriter Michael Holley spent two
seasons "embedded” with Bill Belichick and the New England Patriots. He gives us a biography of Belichick
from son of the football coach for the Naval Academy to winning his second Super Bowl ring in 2003. But it
isstill only apeak at the man under the sweatshirt with the cutoff arms. We find the Belichick can be pretty
profane, that he doesn't like "yes' men, and that he really loves everything about the game of football. But
you have to think that there's something more than that. Conflicts, whether it's replacing Drew Bledsoe with
Tom Brady or anything else, are discussed the way you might feel forced to refer to an unpleasant event to
the rest of the family over Thanksgiving dinner. Brady is quoted, but in true Belichick/Brady style, doesn't
really say much. Holley says at the end that no one in the Patriots organization asked for any editorial control
over what he wrote. That's good, but it's also bad, because it means Holley may have gotten allittle too close
to his subject. Still, it'sagood read.

Joey says

Michael Holley’sfirst published book is a beautiful pinhole into the “ Patriot Way” before New England
became one of America sleast favorite teams (jealousy of success). In his acknowledgements, Holley
thanks, “the New England Patriots, a secure organization that granted me access without ever asking for or
even hinting at editorial control. The Kraft, Belichick, Piolo, and Najaraian families were especially helpful
and generous with their time.” (239)

“There was the poignancy of ateam in red, white, and blue uniforms- called the Patriots no less- attempting
to reach an ideal that has long resonated the American soul.” (55) “ They were diverse when it came to
religion, age, economic status, philosophy, and race.” (67) “They chose to be introduced as ateam.” (68)

Patriot Reign uncovers a hilarious and personal side of Coach Bill Belichick that most fans do not get to see
in press conferences or on the field. He listens to the Grateful Dead, James Taylor, Bob Dylan, Simon &
Garfunkel, Rolling Stones, Bon Jovi, Bruce Springsteen, Santana, Beatles, and U2. Belichick drinks
Hurricanes, beers, and Coke. He has lead the team in the Lord’ s Prayer to his team before giving them the
weekend off and shared personal family stories:

“He tells one about afamily vacation in Europe in the mid-1990s. No matter where they went, the
Belichick’s saw dozens of Europe’ s aged churches. They saw landmarks and a certain recurring icon. At one
point Brian turned to his parents and said, ‘Who is this guy? We're seeing him everywhere.’

The ‘guy’ was Jesus Christ.

‘I don’t know if | should tell that story,” Belichick says, shaking his head. ‘ People are going to think we're
bad parents.”” (4)

He swears and cusses (rather frequently) on pages 3, 10, 16, 45, 61, 62, 73, 84, 87, 88, 90, 91, 99, 100, 116,
121, 123, 125, 126, 143, 144, 170, 193, 201, 222, and 230.

Some of my favorite Coach Belichick quotes were:
“*It was unbelievable,” he says. ‘ Jean Valjean- | hated that fucker.”” (10)

“Shut the fuck up, al right? If you don’t want to sit here, then just get the fuck out of here. But thisis
important. Everybody elseislistening.” (16)



“‘Brady shouldn’t be there,” he said. He'stoo good.”” (41)

“*We can talk about money, we can talk about trophies, talk about all that shit, okay? But the thing that
means the most to playersisto be able to go out there and get on the stage,” Belichick says. ‘ Once you take
the stage away from them- whoever it is- they have nothing that can match it. You can talk about all the
money they have in the bank, but if they don’t have their self-esteem and their pride, then they don't have
their stage.”” (45)

“‘That way you don’t have those crude masturbation activities. Sometimes somebody can get going and then
everyone follows that line of thinking, that process. And then everybody agrees. It’s better when we just
analyze independently and all agree or work it out ourselves.”” (62)

“*...It wasn't about afucking swagger. Y ou can take that swagger and shove it up your ass, okay? " (88)
“‘But all of us need to do abetter fuckin' job too. So let’s start with that and move forward.”” (99)

““This guy should be the fucking governor of Missouri.”” (116)

“‘I'mtired of thinking our team is good against Detroit, Buffalo’s horseshit offensive line, and Philly’ s third-
string offense. | don’t give a guck about that.”” (143)

“*That’s not what we're looking for’ and ‘It doesn’'t get any worse than that’ and ‘ Look at this asshole’
(which is sometimes intended as a compliment).” (144)

“The essence of Belichick isthat heis aproblem solver.” (91)
“Before they can know what they need, they need to know who they are. Thisis one of Belichick’s core
philosophies, and it is why he was sitting in this Gillette Stadium room with a binder, notebook, pens, and

pages of football statistics.” (139)

“Under the system, Belichick theorized, a smartly managed team would be able to compete for playoff
positions and, ultimately championships each season.” (31)

“Belichick’s ‘genius’ - aterm he does not like applied to himself- is more than an ability to easily sift through
distractions and nonsense and identify the central point.” (183)

“Special teams, field position, and situational football are all Belichick staples.” (190)

“*They’re going to comein here and blow smoke up your ass,” the coach was saying. ‘ They’re going to give
you blow jobs, tell you how great you are, they’re going to pile it on thick...” (201)

“Jackson extended his hand to Belichick. The coach looked at him and said, ‘ Fuck you.’ It was left at that.”
(230)

Holley goes into glorious detail of how the Patriots scout and their “kind of guy” with their own unique
systematic valuations of prospects on pages 155-160.

“When potential free agents arrive in Foxboro, one of the first things they’ re shown is the computer system.”
(86)



The legend would certainly have been different if the Patriots hired Butch Davis instead of Belichick and
drafted Tim Rattay instead of Tom Brady. Tom Brady is greatest professional football player of all time.
“Brady was ateam player.” (53) “He grew up loving sports and competition so much that he would ask his
parentsif he could wear histeam uniformsto church.” (77)

Brady truly isan American Patriot; “‘ Take the president of the United States, for example,” he says. ‘1’m not
talking about George Bush specifically as much as I'm generally talking about the position of president.
What an awesome responsibility that must be to lead a country under the most scrutiny.”” (52)

“Heisintrigued by complex minds.” (219) asam .

There is agood amount about the invaluable and often mysterious Ernie Adams (who today still does not use
asmart phone). Rob Ryan (Sexy Rexy’ stwin brother) was aformer linebackers coach. Jonathan Kraft hated
Bill Parcells and Scott Pioli married his daughter.

I’d love to read more about how Belichick and his“fraternity brother,” Eric Mangini fell apart amidst the
“Spygate” controversy. |I'd also love to do further research regarding the man with agun at the Wyndham
hotel during the Houston Super Bowl! between the Pats and Panthers.

Perhaps | should start applying for jobs to work for the New England Patriots.

“They truly respect those who do grunt work, so much so that they are willing to promote them if they show
the aptitude to be promoted.” (104)

Alyssa Chamberlain says

The nonfictional sports book, Patriot Reign by Michael Holley, is an informational book about the up and
coming New England Patriots. Bill Belichick was hired to be the head coach of the New England Patriotsin
2000. He took over for Pete Carroll, who was the head coach for two seasons. He had a team with alosing
record and would not be expected to win a Super Bowl. The New England Patriots were a team that was full
of playersthat did not play to their full potential and were overpaid. Bill Belichick turned this football
organization around. Bill Belichick would eventually lead this team to three Super Bowl victoriesin hisfirst
five years as the head coach. The New England Patriots were finally competing in the National Football
League (NFL). The New England Patriots were never taken lightly by any team again. The book also shows
how Tom Brady became the starting quarterback of the New England Patriots. Brady was drafted in the year
2000. He became the 4th string quarterback after the draft. During the offseason Tom Brady worked
extremely hard and became the 2nd string quarterback after 2001 training camp. During the 2001 season,
Drew Bledsoe was injured and Brady became the starting quarterback and has been ever since. The book
also goesinto how Bill Belichick and his coaching staff come to game time decisions. It shows how they
prepare the players for the week’s game. For example, the coaching staff will make the players watch videos
of the upcoming opponents’ previous games. After they study the video and learn what they have to do win
the game, they are given tests to make sure they paid attention. This shows the coaching staff that the players
know exactly what they need to do.

An event that | found the most interesting in Patriot Reign was Tom Brady’ srise to be the starting
guarterback of the New England Patriots. Tom Brady was drafted as the 4th string quarterback in the year



2000. Most teams would never keep four quarterbacks on one team, but the Patriots believed in Tom Brady’s
ability. During the offseason between the 2000 and 2001 seasons, Tom Brady worked extremely hard and
became the 3rd string quarterback. During the Training Camp of 2001, Tom Brady kept on showing
improvement and became the 2nd string quarterback for the start of the 2001 season. The starting
guarterback, Drew Bledsoe, wasinjured during game 2 of the 2001 season. Tom Brady got the football and
became the starter. Once Drew Bledsoe was cleared to play, Tom Brady continued to be the starting
guarterback. He stayed in his position because Bill Belichick believed he was the better player. He was right
because Tom Brady led them to a Super Bowl victory that year. Tom Brady has been the starting quarterback
ever since that 2001 day. This event was the most interesting to me because it is ailmost unbelievable that
Tom Brady made so much progress between the day he was drafted and the start of the 2001 season. It also
shows that if you work hard for something, good things will happen. This was also important becauseit isa
good reminder to many people that hard work pays off in the long run.

The nonfictional sports book, Patriot Reign was an enjoyable book. It was not the best book | have read
because some of the information was uninteresting. However, it was not a bad book. The book gave me
insight on how Bill Belichick and his coaching staff prepare for their games. The book was not a biography
on Bill Belichick's years as a coach, which would have interested me more. The book showed how the
coaching staff can be superstitious just like the players. For example, the coaches would meet at the same
hotel every week the night before the Patriots game. At this meeting, they would discuss their roles in the
game which was to be held the next day. Also, | was very interested by how Bill Belichick was extremely
close with the owner of the New England Patriots, Robert Kraft. The book showed how Bill Belichick
aways kept Robert Kraft in the loop. He would tell him the decisions he and the rest of his coaching staff
came up with. He would also take any suggestions from Robert Kraft. Their strong relationship was
important because it was always was for the good of the team. These small details interested me because you
would never know them unless you read this type of book. An audience that | see that would most enjoy
Patriot Reign would be New England Patriots fans, or any football fan, that would be interested in knowing
how the Patriots coaching staff prepared for their Super Bowl game victories.

Mighty k24 says

In't kort: de auteur volgt het American Football-team New England Patriots (toevallig één van mijn twee
favoriete teams), en meer in het bijzonder zijn coach Bill Belichick gedurende drie seizoenen. We maken het
kampioenenjaar 2002 mee, het gevreesde 'season after’, en het seizoen 2004, waarin de Patriots opnieuw de
SuperBowl wonnen. Ondertussen krijgen we een beter beeld van de werking van een succesvol football-
team, de auteur neemt ons mee achter de schermen van de draft, de contractonderhandelingen en de vetes
tussen de teams, coaches en spelers onderling.

Mijn oordeel: quainhoud kan ik over dit boek niet veel slechts vertellen. Het boek brengt wat het bel oofde:
een blik achter de schermen van een contender in een grote Amerikaanse sport. Coach Belichick, door vriend
en vijand een football genius genoemd, wordt van dichtbij geportretteerd met al zijn goeie en slechte kantjes.
We maken mee hoe de coaches hun team opbouwen, wedstrijden voorbereiden en hun aanvallende en
verdedigende patronen uittekenen en aanpassen aan de tegenstander van dat moment. Daarenboven brengt de
auteur duidelijkheid over enkele controversiéle bedlissingen tijdens die periode van drie jaar. Dat het hier
over mijn favoriete Pats gaat, zal het eindoordedl uiteraard ook in de goeie richting duwen...

Alleen spijtig dat het taalgebruik van de auteur af en toe niet iswat het zou moeten zijn, en zo de aandacht



van de inhoud weggetrokken wordt. Zinnen niet ‘afmaken’, bijvoorbeeld, of zonder duidelijke overgang van
de os op de ezel springen. Vervelend, soms zelfs storend. Het lijkt alsof dit boek snelsnel bij elkaar moest
worden geschreven, terwijl de auteur toch een bekend Amerikaans sportjournalist is, columnist voor Boston
Globe en in de ESPN-sportshow Around the Horn heeft meegedaan.

Binnenkort staat een vergelijkbaar boek op het |eesprogramma, van de gevierde sportschrijver Halberstam.
Benieuwd of dit boek de vergelijking zal doorstaan.

Eindoordeel: ***1/2 (een halfje erbij omdat de inhoud zo leuk was)

Daniel Riley says

Great book that reveals what went into making a dynasty




