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Two female agents of Operation Cream Cake - double agents and honey traps against the KGB - are
murdered. Bond must find the others and conduct them to safety before they meet asimilar fate.

In arace against time, Bond travelsto Ireland and the KGB is soon on the scene. But al isnot asit seems
and soon Bond finds he needs all his wits to negotiate alabyrinth of double-crossing that isto lead himto a
bewildering showdown in aremote corner of the Kowloon province of Hong Kong, where, weaponless, heis
hunted by four assassins.

No Deals, Mr. Bond is the sixth in the bestselling series created by John Gardner, and one of the most
original and unpredictable.
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From Reader Review No Deals, Mr. Bond for online ebook

Art says

No Deals, Mr. Bond by John Gardner is Gardner Bond novel number six. | know I've said it before and I'll
say it again John Gardner just gets Bond. In this novel, Bond is put in the most vonrewabble and terrifying
situation. Our super spy is set on a double secret mission in which he has no official support. Bond must use
everything an agent of his ability has at his disposal in order to complete the mission and come out alive.
Gardner spins the super spy world upside down. The trust no one mantrais on full display here. No help. No
one coming. No hope. No deals, Mr. Bond. The action iswell paced and not over used. Gardner has his now
famous twists and turns littered through out the book all the way until the end. Bond doesn't know where to
turn neither does he know who to trust. The tension in this book gets up to ten and stays there all the way to
the end! Thisis not the most spy plot heavy book, but the plot and action makes this the most fast paced
Gardner Bond novel yet! No first time reader will be able to guess the end and this will make any readers
jaw drop. No Dedls, Mr. Bond isagreat five star thrill. | aimost wish | could delete the memory of the book
so | could read it again. Scorpiusis the next book in the series, but with so much 007 in my reading scope
right now this one will have to wait a short while.

James says

Gardner's best Bond outing by far - although it's leaping a pretty low bar. Double and even triple agents all
over the place, a cohesive adventure, let down only by Gardner's paper-thin Bond and stupid code names:
Operation Cream Cake?

Kost Assays

Qpa?a! O k. Bond, James Bond, AoITTV, dUT? TN QOP? UTAAKETAL OE [0 [TTOP?0 YEU?TN Yyuva 2KeC!
N?ec! 221! To Tn?200ue To vnua! Kot ?pa am? aut?;; E, 1?pa att? aut? B2AE L7200 HEPIKO?C KAKO?C
SOBIETIKO?C, MEPIKO?C DITINO?C TPZKTOPEC, MEPLK2C AVATPOTI?C KAI ¢ OTIOT?AECHA ?XE1G TO No deals,
Mr. Bond! KaAO?Al eal, wpa?0¢ PO, LE CLVEX? EVOAAQY? TOTIDBECI V), WP 76C TEPIYPAPC,
OLA dp?01 KOl APKET? ATAA? TNOK? UT? TN QOP?, 20TE VO BUL?001 £€2KOAA ATE? TIO? EeKVNaav 7Aal
2T TP?rEl av B7Ae1¢ va BIBA?0 yia TNV THPAA?a Kal TI¢ dlaKOoT?¢! Z2youpa &€ Ba PEVEL OTNV
1oTOop?0 KOl AoyiK? 8a Tp?reEl va dlaB?{w tnv TEp?AnYn K20 @op? Tou Ba BeA?0w va Bupun6? tnv
TAOK? TOU [BIBA?0V OTO H7AAOV, EV? YOUPO PO GYOUPa OEV TPKEITAL Va dldaxBe? ota
TOVETIOTNUIOK? TU?UATO TNG AYWALK 2 Aoyotexv?ac!

Y.I.: 210 TA? BTIK? TOUL BIBA?0VL TO 2Tl €TMT?A0UC TO IonT? Saab 900 Turbo dev eu@av?(eTal o€
KOou?0 oeA?20a! O?te Kav w ykeoT otap! E?ye K. Gardner! Mia xap? to tog!!

Tim Petersik says



Not lan Fleming, but still afun romp with all the elements of atypical Bond thriller.

Dustin Dye says

No Deals, Mr. Bond was John Gardner's best book up to this point (even though the title never appears as a
line in the book--1 guess there is a point when the villain refuses to negotiate, but he doesn't use that line).
This book had higher stakes (people are getting killed and mutilated in a gruesome way) and a number of
guestions running throughout the story, keeping it more engaging that Gardner's previous books, which |
found rather insipid or forgettable.

One criticism, which iswhy | think some of these books are rather boring, is Gardner sometimes undercuts
the action with a throwaway line that dispels the tension. During one fight, there was a line that began
something like, "Later Bond would realize..." While | didn't think a series's main character would be killed
off by a heretofore nameless henchman near the beginning of abook, | still prefer to remain in the moment
and fed like the stakes are real.

Alger says

As usual, the book version of James Bond inhabits a different and more interesting world than the film
version. Published in 1987, the year of The Living Daylights starring Timothy Dalton, the Bond of No Deals,
Mr. Bond is aquieter and less violent man. His mission hereis to rescue the endangered operatives and find
the mole who betrayed them in an old honeypot operation that went very wrong. Like other Gardner efforts
in the series, Bond is subdued, more pursued than pursuer, and his body count isfar lower than Dalton's.
Where Dalton steers a cello case down an alp using a priceless antique, and shoots a defector to freedom
using an ail pipeling, the real Bond is occupied with paddling an inflatable onto the Baltic shore and losing a
tail in Hong Kong.

I've always preferred that quieter, less murderous Bond, even though his adventures share the same
predictable trope of some unrealistically attractive woman along the way will develop an insatiable desire for
his peener. This need must be met no matter what else is going on around them. In this novel, the young
hottie who latches on to him decides that her moment of opportunity isin the midst of an escape attempt with
large caliber bullets perforating the car body. She is an empty character that we aretold islovely endlesdly,
and sheis the archetype of the Bond Girl trope. All she existsfor is bedding.

Jeff Mayo says

Thisisthe best of the Bond books by Gardner, with the worst title, atitle even Gardner said was dreadful.
The publisher changed the name from his original title, "Tomorrow Always Comes." This starts with Bond
extracting two femal e agents from East Germany after afailed mission. The story then skips ahead to five
yearslater. M calls Bond in to undertake a mission off the record. The two women Bond extracted have been
brutally murdered. There were five others from the previous mission extracted at the same time by different
agents and at different points on the map. It is up to Bond to find out who is behind killing them five years



later, and why. This one has multiple twists and turns, and for once Gardner does not choreograph those
twists in advance. He had taken a smoother approach to his usual heavy handedness by this point. Like all
Bond novels, including those written by the original author, lan Fleming, alot of thiswon't work if you
apply real world logic to it. For the first timein long time it works overall and is afast paced, action filled
adventure.

DiscoSpacePanther says

Thiswas the first James Bond book that | have read as an adult. | ploughed my way through the lan Fleming
novelswhen | was eleven or twelve, and thoroughly enjoyed their blend of sex, violence and mid- 20th
Century adventure. | then continued to get my Bond fix from the John Gardner 007 novels from the '80s,
which | enjoyed to alesser degree, but still enjoyed despite the jarring oddities (Bond drives a Saab 9007
Really?).

So now, about 30 years later | picked up "No Deals, Mr. Bond", and thought I'd seeif the style held up to a
modern reading by an adult.

Short answer: it is positively stone age! When my wife asked me if which outdated attitudes it expressed, |
had to reply, "All of them!". From the women who are either psycho-killers or nymphomaniacs (or
sometimes both), to the ethnic stereotypical comedy Irish accent of the special branch man, going viathe
long conversation with a"Chinese" who wants two thousand Hong Kong "dolla’, with a short detour viathe
"effeminate” voice of ahired n - thisnovel ticks all the boxes!

Asan adult, all the discussion of style and luxury brands and expensive hotels just seems ludicrous - these
are the kinds of things that would impress a douchebag rapper, not a mature member of society. They weren't
even aspirational, as apparently the kinds of items and services that were rare and expensive in the mid- '80s
are commonplace nowadays, and as likely as not available in your local supermarket.

On the plus side, there was a short detour to an exotic locale, and a game of death with a group of Soviet
assassins fighting for their freedom.

In conclusion, it was juvenile and outdated. But, isn't that kind of what we want and expect from a James
Bond novel? Two stars! (If | re-read the other Bond books, I'd probably lower their ratings, too!)

Thomas Stromquist says

Bond pulls out a group of young double agents from East Germany in the wake of a blown "honeypot”
operation. Five years later, someone is killing them off, despite new identities. 'M' sends Bond outside of any
sanctions or support for reasons | cannot exactly remember 200 pages later... A very nice surprise for me,
Gardner'sno. 6 isagood and entertaining Bond story. | think much of his successliesin keeping it simple;
the storyline in this one could be summarized in quite few words. Bond is also a step away from the movie
character and one closer to Fleming's agent | think (even though | always picture Gardner's Bond as Connery
from "Never Say Never Again" - | know he was only 53 at the time, but...). Apart from afew oddities that
always seem to dip by his editorsin these, it's agood read, arguably his best this far and a solid 4-star book.
Up until the silly endgame that is. I'm knocking a star off on account of the numerous 'but why?s and 'yeah,



right!'s the last few chaptersinvoked. But this book do bring good hopes for more entertaining stories among
the subsequent ones!

P.S. My favorite 'oddity' in thisone. | hear that it is generally a good idea for awriter to at least attempt to
perform the sometimes complicated moves and actions he or she describes and generally, | think Gardner is
quite skilled in this art. Fight scenes with quick moves, sleigh of hand, car chases, and more, flows quite
well. Therefore it was funny that | should get stuck on: "[...] 'After that, we play it by ear.' He gave her alight
kiss on each ear as though to underline the point." Isit just me, or does that sound really awkward? How do

you go about that? Grab the chin and twist? Walk around from side to side? Can you see James Bond doing
it?

Steve Mitchell says

John Gardner’ s sixth book in the James Bond series is quite afast paced affair. Following Bond' s part in
allowing agroup of agentsto flee Redland ‘in their socks' it becomes apparent that the KGB have tracked
them down and are exacting aterrible revenge five years on. M sends Bond in to save the surviving spies
from their horrible fate; Bond must go native with no help from the service and he will be left in the cold
should hefall foul of even our own police. By using his own contacts from outside the service, Bond
manages to track down the survivors; but rapidly realises that there was more to this mission than M told
him. Realising that the only reason M would have withheld information and support if there was atraitor on
the scene Bond realises he is truly alone and can trust nobody.

Gardner sets out agood plot but all histwists and turns with double- and even triple-agents is beginning to
wear abit thin. If you overuse the twist of hidden moles and good guys pretending that they are bad guys—
thisisthe fourth book in arow built around that plot —then it just loses all impact; it’s obvious Gardner
never read the Aesop fable about the boy who cried wolf.

Raymond says

Totally underwhelmed at page 120

Stan Stepak says

Predicted surprise sections but otherwise a good read. Needed more bond like gadgetsto carry more
fun toit. | recommend reading a few other s befor e this one. Good look on your next Bond read!!!!

Predicted surprise sections but otherwise a good read. Needed more bond like gadgets to carry more fun to it.
I recommend reading afew others before this one. Good ook on your next Bond read!!!!

William says

The best of the Gardner Bond novels so far in the series. Gardner seems to be hitting his stride.



Martin says

John Gardner's best Bond book, in my opinion. The action moves at a cracking pace and there are plenty of
double and even triple crosses.

David says

Among the best of Gardner's 007 novels. So many double, even triple agents.




