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With simple and profound prose, Joseph Girzone bringing to light incredible insights into modern
Christianity and adds to his bestselling series with the story of the revolutionary Joshuain a contemporary
setting.

It isthe end of abitter cold winter. A crowd of people filesinto a cathedral to celebrate the consecration of a
new bishop—a good man, they think, strict in doctrine but capable of compassion. A man of tradition, not of
reform. A “company man.” His name is David Campbell.

And sitting in the last pew of the cathedral is a clean-shaven man of ordinary build, with gentle hazel eyes.
His nameis Joshua.

Within twenty-four hours of hisfirst encounter with Joshua, David Campbell will propose the most far-
reaching reforms in a millennium, reforms to destroy sectarian barriers, reforms to change the direction of
the church, reforms to return Christianity to its founders with a simple message. With Joshua as his mentor,
David Campbell—the Shepherd—preaches to Catholics, Protestants, Muslims, and Jews of the universal
truth of God'slove. It is a message that changes everyone it touches. And no one who reads Joshua and the
Shepherd will ever forget it.
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From Reader Review Joshua and the Shepherd for online ebook

Jeannie says

This book was a bit too idealistic to me. A bit too unbelievable. Good try though. And | still enjoyed it.
Girzoneis chalenging the Church with this book. Ooo! But we al know the Church does need to make some
changes.

This book would make for some very interesting book club discussion.

Adrian says

A gentle parable for those who long for a Church that isrelevant and alive for the 21st century. There are a
few mistakes, which might have been prevented by more careful editing, but these do not detract from this
tale about Catholic bishop David Campbell being led by Joshuato blaze a new direction for the Church. |
would like to send a copy of this book to Pope Francis to see how he would react to it.

Rev. Linda says

Needed to unfry my brain from writing papers, so spent alovely two hours with a novel from my fiction
basket--"Recently appointed as a bishop, David Campbell has areputation as a conservative, and is an
unlikely candidate to revolutionize the church. But after having a prophetic dream, he strugglesto create the
simple Christian community God wants. And his most valuable ally is the young man in his dream who turns
out to be none other than Joshua. The protagonist of the bestsellers Joshua and Joshua and the Children”

Craig says

Girzone really makes you think while reading this book. | think the message that | got out of this book is that
to make great change we must work together. By continuing to divide ourselves and our faith we continue to
divide the possibility of making the world a better place. It isin our similaritiesin belief such as the desire to
do works of charity that will create anew life.

The fact that Girzone left the Catholic priesthood shows up alittle as you can sense some tension aimed at
the bureaucracy of the faith.

Ebookwormy1 says

| read this series as ayoung person. While | found it to be an interesting artistic attempt, it was simply not
memorable to me.



Why would | want to read about how Jesus * might* look today when | can read about who He really wasin
the Bible?

The ideathat believers are to follow Him isvalid, but wouldn't the Bible be a better place to discover and
ponder how to do that?

| couldn't resolve these questions as a young person and | cannot resolve them now. That is what made these
books a one and done for me.

Steve Bender says

A thought provoking story of a new Roman Catholic bishop who turns his diocese upside down, by trying to
be a true shepherd to his flock. Written by a priest who pushes for most of the things the ;sreform ovement in
Catholicism wants. Ends up with a Church of al faiths. Well worth the read.

Glenn says

Enjoyed this book - different to his others but still a good read

Jane says

Like all the other books in this series, Joshua The Shepherd is a deep, heartfelt and well written book. | love
the thoughtful insights of Joshua and how David is such areal person. Thisisn't an epic pageturner butitisa
beautiful glimpse of what Jesus might have been like. It is athoughtful, struggle-filled story about trusting in
God. He has great plans for everyone's lives.

Jennifer Har shaw says

| love the Joshua series but couldn’t get into this one. | gave up on the 3rd to last chapter. | think thiswas an
earlier work of Girzone.

Joshua Reid says

This book was amazing. | couldn't sit it down after | started. This book focuses heavily on the theme of the
Church and Jesus Christ and how in my opinion, Jesus is meant to be the Center of the Church and to alow
God's Will to flourish and not our own.

One of the main themes | noticed when reading this book was about Trusting in God's Timing for
everything. Thetitular character, David was implementing radical changes to the way the Catholic Church
has always run and it's through learning to trust God; thanks to the help of a mysteriously wise man named



Joshua that David begins to gain more confidence in the work that God has called him to do.

Holly Mclntyre says

What an odd little book! It has been twenty years or more since | first heard of Girzone and the Joshua series,
but I never got around to reading it. So when | spotted this volume among the library discards | thought |
would giveit atry. | found it interesting, if totally unmoored in reality. Part parable, part fairy tale, part
magical realism, thisis the story of arecently consecrated American Catholic bishop who has a vision of
Church that is unfettered by human conventions, ecumenical, and devoted to sharing the Gospel by taking
care of the poor and powerless. The "unreal” part of the story? He actually overcomes the forces of vicious
ecclesiastical politics and pullsit off. Sadly many of the shocking innovations introduced by the main
character at the book's publishing in 1990 remain as unthinkable today, 26 years later, asthey were then.
Still, it isalways good to be reminded that it is at least possible to imagine aworld where the Gospel
prevails.

Mike says

Not quite as good or life-altering as the original Joshua, but still had some very intriguing ideas about how
the church should be organized, including the role of priests and the hierarchy. This book makes a strong
case for more full involvement of lay people in the workings of the church.

Linda Sliz says

Thisismy all timefavorite. A simple parable which teaches wonderful values and describes how ridiculous
people react in situations that are "out of their comfort zone."

Michael says

Thisis an entirely pleasant fantasy about a good Catholic bishop who actually follows the teachings of Jesus,
and in so doing changes the world. As my mother would say, "it's anice story." Considering that, just afew
days ago, thefirst Catholic bishop in American history was indicted for protecting a pedophile priest, Joshua
and the Shepherd is a happy parable about how the Church, and the world, could beif our |eaders cared more
about people than the organization.

Thisis my second Joshua book. | find that | am enjoying them. The writing is simple, the stories are not
terribly intricate, but despite those limitations, they are...nice.

And niceis good.




Mary says

| loved the first book and with each progressive book, we spend |ess time with Joshua and more time with
others. | enjoy the interaction with Joshua more than with the adjunct characters so | am not getting as much
out of the subsequent books as | did the first in the series and so far my favorite.




