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L adyCroft86 says

This story was interesting but alittle flat. The characters were pretty flat and | felt no connection to any of
them. The story was interesting with a post apocalyptic world and relics from a Pre-Fall world. It would have
been interesting to learn more about the Pre-Fall and what happened there. It would a so have been
interesting to learn more about the Council and what happened there too. Lots of questions and not very
much background was given for the story which | think is maybe why | am only giving it 3 stars. Mediocre
characters didn't help either. Overall, 3 stars out of 5, interesting idea but the book itself was alittle bit
boring.

Stuart Whitmor e says

I enjoyed Novum and would like to read more as the series develops. Thisfirst story gives agood
introduction to the characters and setting, all of which seemed to be designed well with enough complexity
to be interesting and believable without drowning the reader in too much detail. The character motivations
are sound, as are interactions among them. There's enough to this book that it is a complete story, but it also
|eaves open enough conflict that there is plenty of room for story development, and the conflicts are
important enough to leave you wanting to know how they are resolved.

Bill Laughlin says

Received free copy from Goodreads First Reads in exchange for an honest review.

Just finished Joseph Rhea s novella“Novum” and really enjoyed it. Clocking in at 155 pages it was a quick
read and acted like ajump off to what should be a great new series of books by Mr. Rhea. It revolves around
the main character Jake Stone and his ship Rouge Wave which is hired out to a group of people to pick up
some secret cargo. The story suggests that the earth was destroyed and thisis man’s last band of survives on
adistant planet that is covered in water. The new earth has secrets and it looks like Jake and his new crew are
going to find them out. | would recommend this story to anyone that likes science fiction. Looking forward
to the next story in the new series. Mr. Rhea has alink on his website josephrhea.com where you can pick it
up for a couple bucks. Well worth the price.

Scotts Kindle says

Good book but short

Why 3 stars. Well | felt alittle cheated because the length of the book. The story shows potential but i was
disappointed that it was as short asit was. | suggest that you wait for the omnibus version.



Garrett Alley says

| really enjoyed reading this one. | couldn't stop thinking about Firefly though (Firefly under water?). Lots of
the themesin Novum mirrored Firefly (alone/rogue ship, the crew, the government coverup and
corruption/etc.). There's even a"River"-type character.

But all of those things are good things. The world seems huge and filled with potential and that brings me to
my only real quibble. The book is too short!

Juliana Rodrigues says

What a great surprise this book is.

Humans don't live anymore on Earth, their civilization in now doomed in underwater citiesin a different
planet.

Jake have inherited a vessel ship that is said cursed and without a single person willing to work in that ship,
he is broke. The opportunity to work transporting a cargo is taken as he desperate need some many.

The employer has her own crew and the cargo isn't exactly what he expected.

This book was super engaging. | liked alot the author's idea of this new under water human society. And the
plot became more intriguing as each chapter was read.

I'm definitely interested on reading the following book on the series.

G.L. says

| like this book better now than | did when | was halfway finished with it.

Thisisthefirst book of a science fiction series, published by Amazon Digital Services, and | downloaded the
Kindle edition for free. These are usually warning flags that forebode spelling errors, grammar errors, and a
generally unprofessional book. | am glad to report that Novum is the exception. Thisis abook that has
clearly either seen a professional editor or been scrupulously revised by its author. That was certainly a
relief.

Aside from that, there are other things to like about this book as well. The protagonist, Jake Stone, is
revealed to the reader to be a sympathetic and well-developed protagonist. | liked him and ended up wanting
to read his story.

The action is high-stakes; the author has no problem digging his characters into deeper and deeper holes to
keep his audience interested. It works in the second half of the book, and | wanted to keep reading to see how
things devel oped.

The resolution of the plot is satisfying without being too pat. Thisis not anegligible concern in abook that is
really just the teaser opening to get readers hooked on a series; alot of things have to be left unresolved until
later in the series.



Thisis an ambitious book, too, and the series promises to confront deeper themes than normally seenin an
SF series.

But thisisn't perfect book. Thefirst half, frankly, drags. | nearly put the book down unfinished, and would
haveif it weren't so short.

There are a number of factors that are to blame. The author introduces alarge cast of characters right away,
but, except for the protagonist, they are generic, flat, and interchangeable. It was too much to keep up with,
and not worth the effort.

Also, the hero's backstory doesn't become compelling until it is all revealed. Revelation is mostly done by
large, clunky information dumps that break up the storyline. There is an honest effort made to reveal Jake
Stone's back story gradually, a piece at atime, in away that would engage the reader. But this effort mostly
fails. | really didn't care what had happened to him in the past enough to wonder about it. As| said, once the
backstory is revealed, the story becomes much more interesting. But | wish the revelation had been a bit
more well-done.

There are a handful of rather trite stock characters and situations to be found in the book as well. It isn't
terribly out of control, but it is noticeable.

All-in-all, thisisn't agreat book, but it isn't abad one, either. | was surprised to find myself enjoying the
second half. I'm not an avid SF series reader — | bought this book because | didn't realize it wasthefirstina
series— but | may read the second book when it comes out.

Michael says

Thisis an enjoyable, quick read of atwist of post-apocalyptic apocalyptic fiction —in this case, everything is
underwater — and it lays the groundwork for future possible episodes. | do hope the author comes through
with more episodes or a conclusion to thetale. | originally picked this up for free via a borrow with my
Prime membership and, as | type thisreview, | see the pricing has reverted to $2.99 cents for the Kindle
version: if you enjoy post-apocalyptic fiction type of science fiction | would recommend it.

Alicia says

I'm almost impressed that a novel as short as this one managed to be so dull. Both the characters and the
story itself were unremarkable.

Nicke Koch says

| think it was wonderfully written. | gave it 4 stars because | think the writer could have used alittle more
detail in describing the Jane Doe. But | guessiit's explained more in the second book. :) Over all an excellent
read. A little short, but good.



Matt says

Novum is anice little underwater adventure. It's set in the future after "the fall of man" and people live
underwater in big underwater cities and such. | enjoyed Novum and the little adventure had by Jake Stone
and what is the new crew of his ship the Rogue Wave.

Only "complaint” i haveisthat the story wasn't longer. | would definitely like to see more in the future of
this character and from author Joseph Rhea.

Alvaro says

Quite short but has an enjoyable plot and interesting characters. A promising introduction to astory with a
lot of potential, hopefully it will be expanded in a sequel or a series of novels.

Erica says

Thiswas afun read. There were some wonderful things the author did with the MC. | loved the emational
struggle he had. He experienced some PTSD from the death of his GF. | really enjoyed it. | really wanted the
story to continue. It was a bit short for my taste. But | have to say | wasn't discouraged by the ending. There
were some parts in regards to describing the setting that caught me up alittle, but overall avery enjoyable
read. | would definitely read the second installment. | have to know what's on the other side of the Rift! The
story was clear, and clarity is so important in story telling. Bravo!

Cindy says

I liked this book except that it ended so abruptly. Of course | know it was because there are more booksin
the series but would liked to have seen more closure to this book.

Laura Altom says

Fun futuristic read. | wished there had been more in-depth world-building, but the characters were great, and
| enjoyed the story.




