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Lyn says

I can now say that I have read three books that describe hell on earth.

Joining Elie Wiesel’s Night and Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian, or the Evening Redness in the West,
Egyptian author Mohammad Rabie’s 2016 novel Otared envisions a terrible future for his country, set a few
decades in the future, but revealing a Boschian depiction of graphic violence and depravity.

To be clear, this book will not be for everyone. The opening pages depicts a grisly scene and this serves as a
preparatory call to attention for the reader, what lies ahead is not for the faint of heart.

This futuristic post-occupation portrait of Cairo reads more like a post-apocalypse novel as the streets of this
Nile city have become a feral world of kill or be killed, eat or be eaten. While some writers seek to contain or
minimize for readability the explicit depiction of violence, Rabie revels in it, and his grisly narration is
relentless and unsoftened. Rabie's protagonist Otared is a resistance fighter in the streets, murderously intent
on ousting the invaders, but is fatalistically consumed with the horror that surrounds him.

I recall a discussion some years ago about the propriety of Al Jazeera’s reporting of terrorist scenes. While



most western news agencies will discreetly edit scenes of violence, Al Jazeera’s threshold for discretion is
much less pronounced. One commentator proponent of Al Jazeera, though, may a compelling argument
when he said that war is ugly and thus should be described accurately as such to reveal its true nature.

Rabie’s prose is simple and straightforward, with a shifting perspective and an eye for detail. I read the
Robin Moger translation and was caught up in his story.

Gentle readers beware, but for those who can make it to the end, Rabie has expertly delivered a somber,
horrifying vision.

*** A free copy of this book was provided in exchange for an honest review
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Aliaa Mohamed says
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Fabian says

You just gotta meet Egypt's modern incarnation of J. G. Ballard*. Otared is THE novel you must truly seek
out.

Ambitious and sweeping, it utilizes a nesting-doll plot structure ingeniously. It orchestrates the beautiful
along with the maddeningly brutal. Despite its heavily fatalistic "Let's all give up and die!" post-apocalyptic
theme, the novel is as alive as a deep, guttural scream. Add to it: prophetic. As difficult a trick to pull off
(only Ballard and Margaret Atwood seem to be masters of this), Rabie does this too--it all adds up to a
wondrous Dantean firework display for the ages. He bests many other talents in giving us speculative fiction
that has the fine, distinctive dew of historical fact.

The year is 2025. The world in shambles (understatement) is not too far a calculation from what we have
now, or have lined up. Something that nags me to no end: Like, why is the titular main man so immoral &
yet rallies up all my support? This is one true antihero to define all others! And keeping him away from us in
dollops, in parts of the narrative, is the type of auteur trick I absolutely LIVE for. Thank you, Mr. Rabie!

*Okay, when I compare the two writers I know I am doing a disservice to Rabie. I cannot avoid comparing
literature, at all costs. It is my passion. Otared contains brutality not unlike "Empire of the Sun" (an
unforgettable palpable horror show!) AND it takes narrative risks & turns, not unlike "Crash".
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Dina Nabil says
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Kamal Sabry Shaker says
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