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Her aunt was a nun who popped pills and did time in Narcotics Anonymous. Her father grew up during the
Depression, believed he'd be the next Frank Sinatra, and ended up working in the mills. His daughter, Lori
Jakiela, spent her suburban Pittsburgh childhood watching Marlo Thomas in That Girl and dreaming of New
York City.Instead, she got bad talent shows, a Junior Miss contest, and college in Erie, PA, where the big
attraction was chicken wings. But years later, her Big Apple dreams were still going strong. With her
twenties becoming a distant memory, Jakiela answered an airline ad promising a NYC home base, high-
flying glamour, and three-day layovers in Paris. The reality was a roach-filled apartment in Queens, a
polyester uniform cut like a sack, and a life that wasn't quite what she imagined.
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From Reader Review Miss New York Has Everything for online
ebook

Heather Poole says

Only a flight attendant knows an international layover doesn’t equate to happiness. And only an ex flight
attendant who is now an author can make “flying international” sound truly miserable. Published in 2006,
Miss New York Has Everything proves not a lot has changed as far as flying is concerned. This book starts
off slow, but quickly picks up as soon as Lori Jakiela moves to New York and begins her flying career. But
that doesn’t happen until halfway through the book. For that I give it 4 stars instead of 5. Based on the cover
artwork, this LOOKS like a flight attendant book, so those who purchase it might be disappointed to learn
that even though Lori was a flight attendant for a major U.S. carrier, this book isn’t JUST about flying. It’s
about a woman from a small town who has a big dream. She wants to become a writer. At the age of 45 she
decides to go for it by becoming a flight attendant and moving to New York. New York, of course, is where
dreams come true. I loved reading about her life in Queens. Because like most new hires who get based in
New York, that’s where we all end up. Lori is funny, but in a dark and depressing kind of way. Even though
I really enjoyed the book, I wouldn’t recommend it to just anyone. Writers will relate to her struggle. Flight
attendants will relate to how lonely and miserable the author feels at times. Women may be inspired by how
she refused to give up on a dream, regardless of the path she chose to obtain it.

Jeanette says

Bad Bad Bad. This should have never been written. I picked it up at the library after doing a search on books
about flight attendants. on the cover is a plane, luggage and a flight attendant. this book is so not about that.
the first 73 pages arent even worth reading. they are about the author's parents and the family is
soooooooooo boring. theres nothing interesting or different about the family.

the next chapters are ok, but still, nothing out of the norm.

the freaking author doesnt even start talking about becoming a flight attendant until page 136!!!!! to make it
worse, she ends her short time as a flight attendant on page 226. not even 100 pages about flying! and those
few pages are sooooooooo boring and half of the pages have stupid stories that have nothing to do with being
a flight attendant!

the author leads a totally boring life, and wrote a totally boring book. i spent two hours of my life- no i
wasted two hours of my life reading this crap. the only reason why i finished it is because i was at the airport
and didnt have another book on hand. oh dear lord- the author should just shoot herself. at least then shed be
worth writing about!

NATUI says

Apparently the time between purchase and reading was long enough for my moron side to come out. I didn't
realize it was a "memoir" until halfway through the book. Coming from an airline family myself, I thought I
would relate more, but no. The book was an okay read, but I wouldn't recommend it unless you were from an



airline family and could appreciate the vignettes. I didn't quite get the point of the book. It just kind of
rambled on, just like this review.

Nicole D. says

By the time you finish reading Miss New York Has Everything, you will wish you were Lori Jakiela's friend,
while feeling like you already are.

Lori's story is endearing, relatable, at times funny, at times sad.

I've read quite a few memoir's this year, but there was something particularly touching and special about this
one.

Miss New York deserves everything!

Angie says

The ending is expectedly dissatisfying, but overall an entertaining read, particularly if you're from the
Trafford and/or Pittsburgh area of the world. Lori Jakiela's prose is delightfully snarky, depicting the many
misadventures and harships of flight attendant work and the comical-yet-painful experiences she has endured
in the air. As her love of New York City leads to her ultimate apprieciation for small-town Pennsylvania, she
decides that it's the "little things" that make our lives worth living--even within her memories of the Big City.

Christy says

Jakiela is a great storyteller. One of the things she tried to teach us in memoir class is that anyone's life can
be interesting, and this is definitely true in her case.

I feel like I read this at the perfect time because I'm currently trying to find a job that I actually want to do
long term, and my life at this point is not what I planned. I'm glad to know that even though it feels like
everyone in the world has things figured out that that's not always true, and sometimes the things you didn't
expect make for the best stories.

Kaity says

I found this book for a dollar at the thrift store. The title sounded interesting so I bought it. I thought the
premise was good but her writing style failed. She was all over the place with her stories and it was written
very randomly. I didn't feel for her at all, partly due to the fact that she would start a story then switch to
another story halfway through the first. I won't be recommending this book to anyone.



Joy says

This book was a fast read, somewhat funny, but not really what I expected. This story is a compilation of
short stories that go in chronological order. I thought it would be more like a cohesive memoir. Not sure
what I got out of reading this....

Christopher Carrolli says

Her father, the loveable dreamer, comically grumbles and skeptically refers to most people as cockroaches;
her mother, the nurse who stockpiles medication in the event of an emergency, and her father’s sister, a pill-
popping nun, who eventually locates the family stash; all are part of Jakiela’s colorfully comic cast of
familiar characters in her first memoir, “Miss New York Has Everything.”
Jakiela takes us from her early childhood memories, through her pre-teens, and into the awkward adolescent
years with heartfelt recollection, bringing the reader back to a day and age fondly remembered and not soon
forgotten. Her memory is vivid, resurrecting moments filled with everything from hilarity, tension, and often,
heartbreak.
One such moment is when a young Jakiela must give up her bedroom, as her Aunt, the nun, has decided to
stay with the family. But her Aunt has one gnawing drawback, she constantly instills in her how lucky is she
is to be adopted. At a young age, Jakiela’s response is swift, the full blast, continuous play of Billy Joel’s
“Only the Good Die Young” from her record player. The moment is hysterical like most in the book, but
with a certain surprise. Jakiela’s depiction of her Aunt’s identity struggle produces page-turning interest.
Fast forward to her college years in the quaint town of Erie, Pennsylvania, where she decides to be writer,
and the dream in her heart, and a glimmer in her eye soon develops for New York City. After a childhood of
idolizing Marlo Thomas as “That Girl,” and hoping that ‘someday’ would occur, it does, when Jakiela
decides to become a flight attendant.
Jakiela’s writing is filled with precision as she flies us as readers on a whirlwind from New York City, to
Paris, to Germany, Rome, and Las Vegas, detailing incidents that leave the reader in hysterical and
uncontrollable laughter.
Yet her story is also filled with heartbreak, coming of age awakening, and an ending that will prompt the
reader to pick up her second memoir “The Bridge to Take When Things Get Serious.”
“Miss New York” has proven Jakiela to be a master of the memoir!

Stephen Ramey says

I adored this book, particularly the latter half. I'll ding it slightly because its abundance of pop culture
references from the 70's will likely distance some readers, and because a portion of my adoration stems from
the story taking place largely in Pittsburgh, near where I grew up. The in references were delicious.

The prose is simple, the themes complex, the characters wonderfully drawn. Ms. Jakiela is a fine writer and
this is a book that will entertain most everyone and deeply move many.



John says

What to do when your gorgeous girlfriend lends you this book while your ailing in the hospital, and when
you update your Goodreads list--one of your friends (whose taste you well respect) almost immediately
messages you that he hated the book and the writer was one of his least favorite teachers.

...You look adoringly at the Jonathan Ames recommendation (who created your favorite tv show, Bored to
Death) and move ahead.

This is a very snarky book-- snark is something that I'm consciously trying to exorcise from my writing. So
in some ways, this dates the book the earlier to mid naughties.

Regardless, it does strike me as entertaining in a very "small-town Pittsburgh Girl" making her way--before
Pittsburgh became known a baby Portland or culturally relevant. The name dropping local celebrities, objects
of interest and such harkens back before I knew about Chabon or "Bend of the World".

It's a Dime Store (or very Pittsburgh) Sex and the City.

Lil Harris says

I picked this book up on a whim at Barnes and Noble from the sale table. It was a great find! I laughed out
loud quite a bit. She was raised in the '80s and shares all kinds of anecdotes about her family (road trips,
Sean Cassidy! etc). She's a real person who reveals that in her writing. I loved the book and loved her!

Bonnie says

This book was required reading for a class I'm taking: Creative Non-Fiction. I've enjoyed reading it. It would
be a good beach read and there are some good stories and laughs in the book. Some seem to be stream of
consciousness at times and some are very heartwarming and some are just sad but mostly it's about her life,
her parents, who were good people with dreams that didn't turn out the way they thought they would and her
own dreams of being a writer and living in New York and how real life intervenes. We've all had those jobs
we hated and were bored with and this author tells a good story about these differences between our dreams
and what really happens.

Karen says

I have to say the first three chapters did nothing for me. As a matter of fact, I put it down thinking this is just
kind of tragic and sad. Then after a week, I picked it up again and read it in a couple of afternoons. Each
chapter could be a stand alone magazine article, but all the chapters arch together to tell her life story - so far.
Starting with chapter 4, the pace picks up and she had me hooked. When she blames Marlo Thomas or better,
That Girl, for her dream that her life would be perfect, if she could just move to New York City - I knew I'd
found a friend I could spend the afternoons with chatting. There were touching moments, happy moments,



laugh out loud moments, and yes, sad moments. Nothing deep or life changing, but very entertaining.

Hannah says

Only the second half of this book is funny. The first part is boring. I would give the second half 3 stars!


