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Papa Bear and the cubs are having some trouble with chores--they don't want to do them When they decide
to take a break from cleaning, Mama Bear plays along. But what will happen when the mess builds up . . .
and up . . . and up?
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From Reader Review The Berenstain Bears and the Trouble with
Chores [With Press-Out Berenstain Bears] for online ebook

Cassandra Gelvin says

Papa Bear fails at life.

This one's a good example of the commonly-mentioned problem with the Berenstain Bears that Papa Bear is
just a doofus and fails at being a human being, or whatever he is, by virtue of being male.

The kids and Papa Bear don't want to do their chores, and Mama Bear ends up doing them all and getting in
a bad mood about it because she's doing everybody's chores. Then Papa calls a family meeting and says, “I
think we should ease up on the chores.” And Mama goes, “That's a good idea!” And she just stops doing all
her chores and everything turns out miserable and when she's gone the kids and Papa clean everything up
and then she thanks them.

This is another book where nothing really gets resolved on a permanent basis. That's the kind of thing that
will build into a cycle: everybody doing their chores once, and being thanked for it, and then going back to
Mama doing their chores and resenting it, and then Mama not doing her chores as a way of passive-
aggressively trying to force everybody to do their chores, everybody doing their chores in one fell swoop,
and then going back to living in a messy house again. It doesn't work. It's not a long-term solution. The
ending is very unresolved.

The best part: “A strange green mold grew on the shower curtain, and a thousand-legger came swimming
toward Sister in the bathtub.”

For more children's book reviews, check out my site at http://www.drttmk.com.

Shelli says

Mama Bear is doing all the chores around the house and is getting a bit fed up. Even though sometimes the
cubs and Papa have a good excuse why not to do the chores right then doesn't mean that they don't need to be
done. A lesson is needed and Mamma Bear takes an unconventional approach to the problem with chores.
Personally I wouldn't try Mama Bears method to get my point across. Would you?? Read the book and see.

Bernadette says

I loved this book because it shows how families have to work together to keep the house in order. It also
shows the balance needed to have work and play and keep everyone happy.

LESSON: At the beginning of the school year the teacher can implement a lesson on order and taking care of
your classroom the same way you take care of things at home. The teacher can makes labels and place them



around the classroom. The students would then identify and place things in their appropriate places. This can
be repeated again in the middle of the school year if needed. The children can also discuss what their roles
are at home and the chores they do at home. The teacher can then give them roles in the classroom.

??????????? says

★★★★The Berenstain Bears and the Trouble with Chores by Stan and Jan Berenstain
We have Mama Bear upset again. Papa Bear and the cubs are slacking off with chores again and the house is
getting trashed. She tries to assign chores to everyone, to no avail. Solution, reverse psychology, love it.
She decides she's had enough and stops cleaning. After awhile, the family works together to get the tree
house back in order.
Pretty sure my house would implode, if I tried this. But is it a cute story to teach everyone to help out, and
things run smoother.

Anna says

Another great lesson from the BB. Mama Bear gets tired of assigning household chores to members of the
Bear family and still ending up doing it all herself. So she lets everything go, and eventually Papa and the
cubs dissatisfied with no clean towels or dishes and dirt and mold and insects all over the house! So they
clean up while Mama is out.

Much appreciated by Moms!

Rebecca says

Awesome kids book

I really liked this book a lot and am going to read again.
Star wars episode three
Yahoo mail and the things you've been in a few minutes late for work
Yahoo mail to quit smoking a cigarette and I have no clue where to go out with you
I don't know what you doing today and projects that are not allowed to the gym now
Yahoo and Google now on my phone was in a bit more about it here in a bit more about it

jacky says

Eh. I only take these out when Natalie asks, and she only asks because she's seen the show on Sprout. Most
of these books are pretty crappy. They lack characterization and plot, the morals comes off too hard, and the
illustartions aren't special. This one is no exception.



Rosa Cline says

Another good Berenstain Bears book 'learning but not 'in your face' learning book. Everyone was 'meaning'
to get around to doing them but never did. Mama would always have to do it for them. But one day she
stopped doing it. The house started piling up with cobwebs, dishes, dirty clothes etc. The family saw how
important it was for everyone to help do their part everyday. Little things every day that helps one another
around the house. Written in a way that is fun to read-listen to and to look at the illustrations as well.

Missy says

The Berenstain Bears and the Trouble With Chores is a perfect book for our 7 year old daughter. I myself
grew up on these classic stories and were one of my favorite series as a child. She too enjoys these books,
and insists on a 5 Star rating, and since this is her library and book, she is rightfully entitled to her opinions.
LOL She just loves pushing the star rating! The Berenstain Bears books are always a great teaching tool, and
this one, we as a family can relate to! Reminds me of her AND her brother to a t. I think maybe this Momma
Bear may need a break too! But I don't forsee the outcome like this "fairytale ending"...in my dreams!

Melissa says

I love that Mama Bear just stops doing the chores and goes on her merry way to the quilting club and
gardening show...I would love to walk out on my chores!! I would not like the fruit flies in the kitchen or the
green slime on the shower curtain, so I try not to let the kids or husband be in charge of the important chores,
saving us a visit from a HAZMAT crew.

Piper says

I didn't like this one very much. I thought it was boring.

Beth says

Doesn't hold up with time- old gender norms and stereotypes

Evan says

Stan & Jan Berenstain's classic Berenstain Bears stories were personal favorites throughout my childhood,
and now I use them often, whether for reading to young children or for teaching English to older children
and adults. Not only are they beautifully illustrated, consistently humorous, and full of educational content.



They also teach morals and provide guidelines for social interaction in a way that's neither patronizing, nor
puerile, nor pedantic. 'The Trouble With Chores' specifically addresses the problems most of us have
managing our time with respect to menial tasks, but focuses on a family approach to such an issue. Note that
this book was published in 2005, fairly late in the Bears series when the family includes Honey bear, the
baby sister of Brother and Sister bear (just in case you've already read some Berenstain Bear books and do
not wish to be surprised by this addition).

Jennifer says

This is a wonderful book about doing chores to help out family, not because you have to. This would be a
great to read at the beginning of school to help create the community feeling in the class. Students should
want to help out in the classroom after reading this book.

Genevieve says

This book was about having trouble with chores and they always have good excuses for them one is about
the lawn mower thing and a spider web and papa said I don't want to ruin mama's web and that was a good
excuse and there was a poop one there was dog poop on the floor and the sister says I'm waiting for it to dry
so it'll be easier for it to be scoop up. Brother's excuse was to skip setting the table because there was a tv
show and he wanted to do a report to them. I didn't really like the story because they didn't do their chores a
lot but at the end SPOILER they did and there was also a crossword in the book that I did and there was a
maze that I did.
My favorite character was all of them even the baby even though the baby almost knocked over the lamp. I
loved them all because they all eventually cleaned up. It was only mama at first but then all of them did it.
I would recommend this book because I would show this to other people to say this is what would happen
when you don't clean with your mommy...or daddy.


