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The Ghost of You Amanda Burckhard
Emmy has everything she's ever wanted: a hot boyfriend she adores, great friends, a promising future, and
even awell-connected family. But one night ripsit all away.

A car accident shatters her world, claiming the lives of her twin brother and her best friend. In the wake of
the accident, her friends drift away, her family falls apart, and her boyfriend cheats.

The grief is more than she can handle, so she finds escape at the bottom of a bottle of painkillers. Taking the
pills makes her brother alive again, if only in her head. Seeing and talking to her brother asif he were still
aliveisthe only thing that keeps her going. Until Logan King moves to town.

Logan sees past the mask of pristine popularity she wearsin public and he' s the only one who can tell she
hasn’t moved on. His uncanny ability to read her forces her to open up and she startsto fall for him, no
matter how unwilling sheisto admit it. But Emmy isn’t the only one keeping secrets and when a close brush
with death sparks events that bring everything to light, Emmy will have to decide what’s more important:
learning how to forgive and move on, or holding onto the pills and the ghost of her past.

"A lovely, haunting, captivating tale from the first page to the last. It grips your heart and keepsit until the
very end.” - Natalie Decker
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Natalie Decker says

A lovely, haunting, captivating tale from the first page to the last. It grips your heart and keepsiit until the
very end.

Holly says

*| received a copy of this book for a blog tour.
*Review can be found on The Fox's Hideaway.

My Review!

Books like these are always so hard for me to read and review. They hit closer to home than any other
stories. | knew The Ghost of You would be emotional, and although it was, it didn't impact me as much as|
thought it would.

| think alot of it had to do with the main character. Although | liked Emmy, | wasn't completely connected
to her story. She's not bad or anything, and | know alot of her actions have to do with her grief and her
brother and not wanting to lose him again. | understand. So. Much. | could not imagine losing one of my
brothers, and | would probably want to do everything possible to see them again. She had alow of growth to
go through; she made mistakes, hurt people she loved, couldn't move on from Derek's death. She didn't even
want to try, because she thought living without him would destroy her. But with the arrival of Logan King,
Emmy startsto live again. And she had to decide between letting go and looking forward to a bright future or
holding onto Derek and losing the people she cared about. The people who were still alive and who loved her
so much, even if they couldn't show it.

I thought the romance was sweet, though | wish it'd been just a*bit* more developed. Logan helped her find
the will to live again, but Emmy couldn't let go of Derek. She didn't want to lose them both, so it ends up
creating arift in their relationship. One that makes them stronger together, after everything they go through.

There were quite afew secondary characters, and I'm glad they were all fleshed out well (though, | think |
would have liked aless perfect reunion with her and her parents because it didn't feel that believable to me).
| really loved Skye, and how she was always there for Emmy, even when she wasn't being a good friend.
There was abit of drama with other people, but it never felt irrelevant. Everyone was grieving in their own
way, and it leads to fights and arguments and broken relationships.

This was very much a character-driven novel, so sometimes not much was happening. But | was never bored
with the story-line. It was a book about tragedy and grief and healing. It was about moving on from the past
and looking toward the future. But most of all, it gave the message that you should never stop living. The
Ghost of You was about one character's journey of losing her brother, realizing she was hurting herself and
others, and finding what it meansto realy live again.

Rating: 4 Paw Prints!



Josebel Molina says

Lovely quick read.

Caro [The Book Rogue] says

Y ou'd think a contemporary with an actual hallucination/ghost would be a bit on the weird side, but it wasn't
at al. | pretty much enjoyed having Derek around, probably because he was cute-boyish-snarky at first, but
was also Emmy's conscience -- the one she should've listened to. It's one of those very weird mysteries of
traumas, | guess, that people like her hallucinate alost piece of themselves half because they need it to feel
better, and half to make them feel worse when those hallus do act as a strict conscience or something similar.
Something generally fascinating! Aside from that, it was pretty "normal" contemporary romance -- harsh
truths, broken relationships, dramas, verbal as well asfist fights, the works.

However, it wasn't totally boring. It still had afew twists | didn't expect, or only expected in a different
version. Like... Logan made move that was so... | don't even have the right word for it. It was something you
have read a dozen times from afemale lead, but | for one haven't encountered it from amale lead yet. | wasa
little baffled, but it was a nice change! Or that his past didn't really catch up with him, like you get so often
from male leads, it was merely mentioned. | liked that very much, because this story really was well enough
without it.

Emmy was likable, aside from the fact that any kind of drug addiction is generally ano-go, and | liked that
shetotaly lost it and screwed it all up. It was a nice change that the female lead doesn't get to be the saint
here... It's like Burckhard took any existing story and switched the genders around, not much really, but
effect is pretty awesome, | think!

Logan, | totally loved. All things considered, | think he made all the right calls and did the best he could. He
made mistakes, yes, in the past and present, but it made him as realistic as possible without switching to his
PoV to get alook inside his head.

Lastly, that Emmy got atattoo for her 18th birthday was very cool! | liked that it was an act of defiance
against her parents, even though it'd take them forever to notice, but | think | would've liked it even better if
she got it at the end, when she had really moved on from Derek's death. In any case, | believeit'savery nice
way to remember someone you love.

| really can't say what | want more for the sequel: to revolve around this pairing again, or to pick up anew
one. | could imagine some Brayden x Skye... Guess | have to wait and see, and hope to be part of the tour

again! =)

Area Scan: ldea: 5/5 -- Flow: 5/5 -- Vocab: 5/5 -- Plot: 4/5 -- Heroes: 5/5 -- Sidekicks: 3/5 -- Villains: 4/5 --
Romance: 5/5 -- Drama: 5/5 -- Suspense: 3/5




Bri says

What | liked: | liked seeing how Emmy changed over the book. It's clear from the chapter after the funeral
for her twin how she's changed. It's in the way she talks, the way she acts. Y et despite all that, you can see
the few things that Emmy enjoys still. She still has her cousin Brayden and her best friend Skye right there
for her. Even though Emmy doesn't tell Skye everything you can see how close the two are and the
connection between the two girls told me of along friendship. Emmy made a choice that she thought was for
the best for her after the accident, and maybe she was right, maybe she wasn't with her choice to rely on
drugs to help her. | don't know her exact pain, but | do know how devastating the loss of someone close to
you can be, so | understand her choice with what happened. She makes mistakes in the book, which made
her relatable as a person and | really liked her. Skye was the friend she needed even when Emmy didn't know
it herself, and | liked that despite everything that had to have happened in the year following the accident that
she stuck by Emmy and did what she could. True mark of abest friend right there.

What | didn't like: | think my biggest complaint was that Emmy described the other characters that she
knew before telling us their name. It just seemed like it should have been the other way around. Y ou
recognize a person by name if you know them and then remember the details that make that person stand out
to you. It'saminor thing that didn't happen very often.

Overall Review: | love the way everything played out for the characters, it was different from what | was
expecting. Logan's past wasn't an overshadowing, come-back-to-haunt-you thing, it was mentioned and
learning about it made me understand him better as a character. Y eah he makes mistakes, but it makes him
more understandabl e than having him be some mysterious, brooding guy with a traumatic past that he's
trying to run away from only to fail. It makes him real in agood way. Emmy's fall was different from what |
expected and the ending for her was just what | was hoping for her since she deserved it. Overall, alovely
story and | look forward to the next book!

Recommend?: Definitely! | really liked this book!

Sarah LeBlanc says

Powerful. Heart breaking. Emotional. Affecting. Compelling. These are just a few of the words | would use
to describe this amazing book, which had me crying in bed at 2am. Crying like a complete and utter baby.

| don’t even know where to begin. | had an incredible amount of feeling hitting me while reading this book.
It'sacrazy roller coaster ride, which ended in the perfect way. It wasn’t one of those books that took you for
aride, and then crashed. One of the best stand alone books | have read this year.

| can’t imagine how it would feel to lose someone, so close to you. Especially atwin. In away, you can’t
blame her for the drug abuse. She honestly felt it was away to keep her connected with someone SO close to
her, who could never be replaced. The scary use of drugs, and the pain she goes through, makes you think so
much about so many subjectsin regards to the book. Death. Drug Abuse. Moving on. Thisbook is
completely haunting, and yet completely compelling.

Logan isanew guy in town, who bumps into Emmy one day in school. Sometimes he seems like he wantsto
be close to her, sometimes his eyes seem distant, not knowing. We watch as they grow closer together, and



she tries her hardest to keep her problem from him. When he finds out, he reacts as you would expect
someone to. We watch him try and help her with the drinking and pills, and he givesit his all trying to be her
rock.

This book is one that will pull at your heart strings, make you cry and yet, make you smile at the same time.

Julia says

THE GHOST OF YOU is ahaunting and captivating Y A novel about loss, grief, and how every person deals
with the demons of their past differently. It's a beautiful and gripping story that had me hooked from start to
finish. It made me laugh, it made me cry, it made me FEEL. | can't recommend it more highly.

Riva says

Thisiswhat we call cliffhanger, i need more!

Audi Forest says

4 Tearjerking Stars

| decided to read this book because the blurb got me curious as to how the story is going to play out. It'sthe
first time |'ve ever read a story about a heroine who gets addicted to painkillers to mask the pain and grief
that threatens to consume her.

Emmy had everything a young woman such as herself could ever ask for. But al that gets taken away from
her in ablink of an eye; she loses her twin brother, her parents, her friends, and her boyfriend
simultaneously, and although she lost them in different ways, they all hurt the same nonetheless. She has no
idea whatsoever how to deal with that sort of wreckage and so, she resorts to escaping through her
painkillers. And just like it says on the blurb, taking these pills have their "benefits' (for lack of a better
word) -- not only doesit cancel out the pain, but Emmy also discoversthat it brings her twin brother, Derek,
back in her life, despiteit being only via hallucinations. After more than a year of dealing with her issues that
way, someone comes into her life who will change the dependency that she's built around her pills.

Logan King has gone through his own trials and tribulations, but despite that, he finally chose to change his
destructive behavior and lifestyle and become better. Upon meeting Emmy, he knows something is up with
her despite the mask she puts on whenever she interacts with people and no matter how many times she
denies the fact that she hasn't moved on at al. Logan doesn't give up on Emmy though, and eventually, his
persistence and sincerity forces her to ultimately open up to Logan and reveal parts of herself to him she
never planned on revealing to anyone. Because of thisintimacy, she then ends up falling for Logan and vice
versa. You could really see and feel how much Logan loves and cares for Emmy after certain revelations
take place. This becomes a dilemma for Emmy because the more she spends time and relies on Logan, the
less she sees her brother, whom she doesn't think she can be without again. Having said this, these events
will then lead up to the revel ations of more secrets to both Logan and Emmy (I know that sounds quite
vague, but | don't want to spail or give anything away because it's so much better to experience it on your



own while reading the book) and at this point, you'll end up asking yourself how both these individuals will
choose to deal with the situations that they find themselvesin. | realy felt for both Emmy and Loganin a
way that | understood where they both were coming from and what lead their actions on. It was hard to bein
either of their shoes, because so many major and relevant factors affect whatever choices they choose to
make. But ultimately, these choices and experiences they face both as individuals and as a couple are what's
going to strengthen them.

| was so proud of Emmy and Logan, and how they were able to overcome their struggles and how they didn't
let these break them apart, but rather, solidify their relationship as a couple who truly and sincerely love each
other. It was evident how far they've both come and how much they've grown. It was a very emotional, yet
heartwarming read and I'm glad | took the time to get to know Emmy and Logan. | can't wait to read the next
book, which will hopefully continue their story.

Raven Desr oches says

This book was such awild ride, my emotions are everywhere but | loved The Ghost of You so much.
Definitely recommend it. Full review to be posted Feb. 24th :D

Jessat Such a Novel | dea says

This review originally appeared on Such aNovel Idea.
| received a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review. This did not affect my opinion in any way.
45/5 stars

I’veread alot of books about death and suicide thisyear. A LOT. So much so that | had to put myself on a
self-imposed ban of these books, because it was flat out depressing me. And as someone who suffers from
anxiety and depression, sometimes it is smart to stay away from triggers. However | an a HUGE advocate
for tough issues books and | want these books out there in the world, accessible to teens and anyone who
needs them. Even so, | needed a break to see the sunshine again.

So when | remembered | had already signed up for thistour, | was alittle hesitant to start reading it.
However, quickly into the book | realized this one wasn't like the others. It was one that sucked mein and
didn't bring up those thoughts and feelings that were so dark it was hard to muddle through.

The book startsin adark place; a party that |leads to awreck that kills a brother and a best friend. The grief is
palpable, but soon after Emmy finds her brother returns with the help of painkillers. At this point, we move
forward into the story ayear. And thus, alot of the immediate grief and loss has ended, and the aftermath of
unprocessed emotions leads the story. The brother as a“ghost” was an interesting and unique way to handle
this. Even though Derek wasn't areal character, he felt just asrea asthe others. And even so, it wasn't the
same as amagical realism book; Emmy knows that her brother is a figment of her imagination, and thus the
book maintains arealistic quality.

The book deals with a serious topic and gets pretty serious in places. There are alot of “go there” moments,



and even though thisbook is YA, the author doesn’t shy away from ‘real teen behavior’. This book isn’t
sanitized, so thereis sex, drugs, alcohol, and lots of bad teen decisions. However, it isalso an amazing
portrait of a girl suffering from the loss of her twin and going through the process of becoming a prescription
painkiller addict.

We don't always realize what legal drugs can do in the wrong hands in the wrong way, but | thought the
author hit the nail on the head. The more Emmy struggled, the more | understood her struggle. She took me
through her battle with hopeless, 1oss, grief, depression, anxiety, apprehension, and as someone who has
experienced all these things, | was able to slowly work through my own feelings as Emmy had to work
through hers.

The storyline with Logan was a bit surprising; | expected some things, but | was caught off guard by others. |
thought it was well done, although | would have liked to see more of his plight. | honestly think this book, as
short asit was, could have been adual perspective book. Logan had alot to say and | would gladly have
listened.

| loved that the secondary characters offered support to the story, but didn’t distract from Emmy’sjourney.
The storyline with Zane was handled well and | was proud of Emmy for standing firm in her feelings.

In the end, | was surprised by just how much | enjoyed this book — not because | expected less, but because
it was so much more. The beautiful cover matches the beautiful insides and I'll definitely be recommending
this oneto my friends.

Nicole says

4.5/5

| enjoyed this one way more than | thought | would! So intense; | couldn't put it down!

Kim Person says

| adored this Y A romance ~ but so much more. | don't know what it isbut Y A is so much more angsty and
seeing that my YA, heck even NA, years are well past me perhaps I'm able to stand back and gauge the
reality of the characters and whether the story would be more "believable" to me. This has a paranormal
element to it 1'd rather think that then go the other direction ~ this only makes senseif you've read the book.

It was an emotional read for me but | intentionally look for these types of reads irregardiess of YA, NA or
Adult. If I'm ripped to pieces I'm excited. | cried, of course, | cried. There were so many elements to this
story that were just plain sad, but, then you had the giddiness of anew love. A stranger just moved to town
that you KNOW there's so much more to his story. When | found out | cried.

| actually loved this beautiful heartbreaking read. I'm keeping my fingers crossed that the author gives us
more of this series!!!




L ynda Dickson says

On the eve of their junior year of high school, Emmy loses her brother Derek and his girlfriend Jessin acar
crash. Unable to cope with hisloss, Emmy turns to painkillers, which literaly allow her to "see" and "speak"
to Derek. Is Derek haunting her, or is Emmy going crazy? As her dependence on the pills grows, Emmy's
grades start dlipping, and she becomes more withdrawn from her friends as she tries to hide her secret from
them. The only one who can seem to get through to her is the new boy Logan, who is hiding a secret of his
own. After losing Derek, is Emmy strong enough to risk loving someone again?

Thisis an emotional and heartbreaking story about how seemingly inconsequential actions can result in
tragedy. | loved the relationship between Emmy and Logan, and it was great to see the support her friend
Skye gave her. As aparent, it was distressing that Emmy's parents were totally obliviousto what she was
going through. | know if | had been in the same situation, | would have paid even more attention to her, not
less. Even though this story is complete, afollow-up book isin the works. | ook forward to reading it.
Warnings: drug use, alcohol abuse, sex (not explicit), coarse language, emotional abuse.

| received this book in return for an honest review.

Full blog post: http://booksdirectonline.blogspot.com...

Kim at Divergent Gryffindor says

Emmy has the perfect life - perfect grades, friends, family and boyfriend. But when her twin and his
girlfriend diesin a car accident, everything goes astray. She takes pillsto "see" her brother, her family istorn
and her grades are dwindling. Then she meets Logan, who sees past the mask that she is wearing. Slowly, her
feelings for him grows, but she has to choose between the past and the present - the pills or Logan.

The Ghost of Y ou was an emotional roller coaster ride, and it was an exhilarating one. | was caught by
surprise by how much | enjoyed this one because | had a debate in my head whether to join the blog tour for
this one or not. In the end, my curiosity got the best of me, which isjust aswell.

There are alot of things that | liked about this book. Thefirst is how Skye stayed by Emmy's side, even if
Emmy doesn't really confide in her. She knew when there was something wrong, and she was always there
for Emmy without being too pushy. Second is how close Brayden, Emmy and Derek were. Last, and most
importantly, how Emmy went through ajourney in this book - from relying on pillsto survive, to realizing
that she has a problem, to admitting it and deciding to get help. That was an amazing journey, and | just
loved how the book ended that way.

The reason why | couldn't give this book afull 5 stars was because | think the book didn't explain that
Brayden is a cousin near the beginning of the book, but correct meif I'm wrong because I'm not sure about
this one. My main pet peeve about this was how for the first few chapters, the description of the characters
always preceded the name of the character even though Emmy knew who that character is. It annoyed mein
amanner because it was done more than twice, and all to characters that Emmy already knew. Other than
these two however, | found the book quite enjoyable.






