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Imagine a school in the year 2074 where students don’t read history, but watch it happen around them; where
running in gym class isn’t around a track, but up a virtual mountain; and where learning about animals means
becoming one through an avatar.

Welcome to Cragbridge Hall, the most advanced and prestigious school in the world. Twin siblings Abby
and Derick Cragbridge are excited as new students to use their famed grandfather’s inventions that make
Cragbridge Hall so incredible. But when their grandfather and parents go missing, the twins begin following
a trail of clues left by their grandfather. They must find out where their family is, learn who they can trust,
and discover what secrets are hidden within Cragbridge Hall.

Abby and Derick soon realize they are caught in a race with a fierce adversary to discover their grandfather’s
greatest secret–a dangerous discovery that could alter both history and reality.
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From Reader Review The Inventor's Secret for online ebook

Chad says

Well, I wrote it, so it isn't really fair. But I couldn't resist. I hope you love it.

Casey says

While this book is geared towards a younger audience (Middle Grade), it did much more than just keep my
attention! The story is filled with historical facts and experiences that transported me as a reader. I found
myself amazed by the trials that several people in history faced and left me with the desire to learn more.

In addition, I really enjoyed the characters and the storyline. Very creative and original. Now my two
daughters are reading it and love it so far!

Leigh says

I don't even know where to start - I loved this book SO MUCH!
So inventive! (no pun intended!!!)
I truly believe this is going to be one of the best books of 2013! It will rank right up there with Harry Potter!
I loved every single chapter and every single page.
I've already ordered some copies to use as prizes for my students at school and I am definitely ordering more.
Plus my own copies, of course!

I could read this over and over again and I know my kids will too!
Absolutely brilliant!

Shannon Symonds says

I listened to the Deseret Bookshelf Audiobook with Kirby Heyborn reading it. Initially I put it on for 6-year-
old Elliott during a 4-hour drive. The entire car got into the story. I loved the creative inventions which felt
like Orson Welles 1984 predictions. The school in the story gave it a Harry Potter feel with a completely
original twist. As a writer, I felt it was well done. I had a seven hour ride last week and burned through the
next book alone. It is fun for adults.
I would highly recommend it for youth ages 10 to 14 and adults who snuck their kids copies of Harry Potter.

Micah Grant says

I love the story and how he weaves in historical facts, and emphasizes how important education and wisdom
is throughout the book.



Brady says

This was a very fun read. It was very compelling and I finished it in 3 days (it only took that long because
work, sleep, and being a responsible husband/father kept getting in the way). I think if I had the chance to go
to Cragbridge Hall, I would have enjoyed school a whole lot more! This story was very imaginative and
entertaining. Chad Morris also did a great job of choosing some of the less popular historical events.
Although this book's target audience is Middle Grade children, I even learned quite a bit about history and
I'm in my 20s. In fact, this book compelled me to look up some additional information about certain
historical events.

This is such a fun book, especially if you can really imagine what it would be like to see history or be a
monkey avatar. This book teaches great lessons to kids, and I think anyone at any age will enjoy this book!

Zade Tischner/(black) says

so this book is set in the future year 2074 and the get to got to this amazing school the best in the whole
world and their grandpa is like the principal but his grandpa has a secret a thing they use for history called
the bridge allows you to look through any part of history in the past just like that. but the first was actually a
time machine that can go into the past, anyway his old business partner makes one too but does not have all
the pieces so he goes and captures Abby and Derick's grandpa and parents and puts the parents on the titanic
and lets his grandpa watch them sink into nothing but then the kids some how rescue them and it is all back
to goodness

although Abby and Derick are twins. Derick seems to have it going great for him he is got all As invented his
on video game and has a perfect life. Abby is probably the exact opposite of that she has like one A, a ,D
couple ,Cs and a ,B she almost might get kicked out of the school she also at the front of the year got kicked
out by her assigned roomate but then some one took her place and this gal named carol took her in

i like it, i like the mystery and fantasy it has in it, (i actually couldn't do chores cause i did not want to miss
any thing)and i think any body reading this should read this to so you can get out of chores!

Sam says

This is one of the best books I ever read! It is one of my favorite adventure books! I recommend this to
people who like to go on adventures and read about them. I am currently reading the second one (The Avatar
Battle). I am a writer and this series will change how I write.
This futuristic story will probably change other peoples lives. I wish I could rate it beyond 5 stars!

American Mensa says

The Inventor's Secret is a book set in 2074 about two students of high-tech Cragbridge Hall, Abby and



Derick Cragbridge, who try to find their parents and grandfather after they are kidnapped. Luckily, their
grandfather, who founded Cragbridge Hall, left clues along the way in order to help the twins find out where
they all are. This search is not easy because their grandfather has enemies from the past who are trying to
find out their grandfather's secrets.

I think other kids would enjoy it because it may help kids get an idea of what the future of education could
hold. It was very suspenseful and I wasn't able to put it down until I was finished with it.

My favorite part was when they used a monkey to escape the school and pursue a clue because it was funny
and suspenseful and I didn't know if they would end up in trouble or not. This book was special because I
found myself learning about some of the different advanced technological views the school had to offer, and
imagining what could happen in the future.

I would give this book 5 stars.

Review by Joey M., age 11, Central New Jersey Mensa

Donna Weaver says

WHAT'S IT ABOUT?
Imagine a school in the year 2074 where students don't read history, but watch it happen around them; where
running in gym class isn't around a track, but up a virtual mountain; and where learning about animals means
becoming one through an avatar.

Welcome to Cragbridge Hall, the most advanced and prestigious school in the world. Twin siblings Abby
and Derick Cragbridge are excited as new students to use their famed grandfather's inventions that make
Cragbridge Hall so incredible. But when their grandfather and parents go missing, the twins begin following
a trail of clues left by their grandfather. They must find out where their family is, learn who they can trust,
and discover what secrets are hidden within Cragbridge Hall.

Abby and Derick soon realize they are caught in a race with a fierce adversary to discover their grandfather's
greatest secret--a dangerous discovery that could alter both history and reality.

MY TAKE
This is the best middle grade book I've read in a while. I loved it.

This book has a flavor of Percy Jackson in that the storyline is an interesting (and exciting) way to tease the
reader with snippets--but of history rather than mythology. And just like the Percy Jackson books, this made
me want to find out more about the historical events and people. The thing that I really found charming was
the clever way Morris wove historical events through the tale and then let the things the characters learned
from history be part of handling various things that happy to Abby and Derick.

Imagine that. Learning from history!

You don't know who you can trust as you move through the story, and I found it easy to sympathize with the
kids as they tried to figure out how to proceed.



And all I can say is Carol rocks.

Sheila says

Cragbridge Hall Book 1: The Inventor's Secret is about a school for intelligent kids in the year 2074. Here
they don't just read about history, they live it! There are so many things in this book that made me wish I
could teach at a school like this.They truly make learning fun by being able to virtually experience their
lessons.

Our twin protagonists, Abby and Derick, are excited to go Cragbridge Hall, because this is their inventor
Grandfather's school. There is an adventure around every corner. Soon the fun turns into a race against the
clock, as they have to discover their grandfather's hidden secrets. These secrets could save the lives of their
parents and grandfather who have been kidnapped by a very dangerous enemy.The coolest thing in the book
is "The Bridge". This is what enables someone to experience history firsthand, and even to ultimately travel
in time! I have a particular love for time travel books.

Even though this book is written for a middle grade audience, it doesn't feel like it when you read it. Every
age can read and love this book! Though there are great lessons for the reader in this book, they are not
preachy or jump out at you. I can't wait to get back on track so I can read it out-loud to my 2nd grade class. I
know that they will LOVE it! My own kids are vying to see who can grab it first when I'm done writing this
review. This book will someday make a very awesome movie! I predict...yes I'm looking into the future...that
this series will become very popular and will find it's own place in literary history.

Susan Johnson says

I had the opportunity to preview this great new book for young adults that comes out this week. So if you're
looking for something new to read that's clean, funny, and teaches some great values, this is it! It's science
fiction and history all in one book.

This book had all my favorite ingredients – everything from a funny, imaginative, fast paced, exciting
mystery to the more thought provoking study of human nature, morals, lessons in history and their
application - all without being preachy or judgmental. I love a book that teaches something in the process so
that you feel just a little bit smarter and wiser when you’re finished. The author did a fabulous job of
weaving tantalizing bits of history into the story that arouses the curiosity to learn more. It makes you
wonder what it would be like to learn history first hand? No more guessing whether something is true or not
– but to watch heroes in action, who make sacrifices and hard decisions showing how small choices make a
BIG difference. I could especially identify with the character, Abby, who has feelings of inadequacy,
comparing herself to her talented brother and friends. But she finally learns that not all talent is demonstrable
and obvious to the casual observer. She discovers hidden talents that don’t lend themselves to showy
displays to impress others. A stimulating read not only for the mind, but also the heart. What makes a true
hero? This book has the answer!



Kevin Hiatt says

Was lucky enough to get my hands on an ARC of Cragbridge Hall, The Inventor's Secret. First off.. loved it,
and more importantly, my 9 year old, reading averse, son loved it.

Love books that can combine learning with good storyline/plot, and Chad Morris pulls it off in a big way
with this book. Storyline is inventive and not cookie cutter like some MG books tend to be. Characters are
not only entertaining, but relatable. My son could name friends at school or in our family that matched up
with everyone in the story.. having a book that's relatable is big for a kid that isn't that into reading.

No spoilers from me, but I will add that there were some incredible facts in the book that must have cost the
author hours of research time to get right. Impressive in scope and detail.

Nice thing is that despite my son loving it, main character is very strong female character, so girls will love
her struggles as boys latch onto action and cool gadgets and brother character.

All in all, a home-run debut for Chad Morris. When we finished the book, my son asked me if we can get an
advance copy of the second book already. That should tell you all you need to know!

Monica says

While I loved this book because it was a fun fast read, I was pleasantly suprised by the tidbits of history
woven throughout the novel. These insights into the past truly captured not only the imagination, but also
taught real and lasting lessons. Though I wasn't planning on it, I loved this book enough to stay up late and
finish it in 3 days - not something I've had the pleasure to do for a while. Definitely going to make sure my
nieces and nephews get this one on their shelf. I can't wait for the next installment. While I wait for it though,
I now want to go read more about the historical charaters I was introduced to in the novel. Great book!

Rhonda says

5 STARS

Cragbridge Hall is a exciting story. It reminds me a little of Harry Potter in the facts that a lot of it is at a
boarding school. Teens have to be smart and save the day. It is a action, history, adventure and fantasy story.
It is aimed at middle school ages. It is also a clean read.

Abby and Derick Cragbridge are starting at the best middle school in the world. Derick got in because he is a
genius. Abby first got a rejection letter than later that week got a letter saying she is in they made a mistake.
Abby knows that she got in because of her grandfather got her in. The twins are starting 7th grade.

Before they get dropped off at school they visit their Grandfather Oscar Cragbridge he is a famous inventor
but most of his inventions are classified. The twins will find out and be able to use some of them at the
school named after him. Grandpa has gifts for Abby and Derick.
something that goes inside their rings that opens his journals for them to see. Also gave them two lockets. He
wants them to be kept secret and show no one especially their teachers. They are too look at it every day and



if it changed they will be told what to do.

Abby feels like she does not belong at the school. She just feels average not special. Her new roommate is
smart, talented has her own clothes line. When she finds out Abby is not super smart and accomplished. She
throws Abby out in the hall and all her belongings. Tells the others that she cheated to get in. No one will
help her. The school says she is late and will have to sleep in the hall.

Derick fits right in and already starts to make friends. At least she can eat with him and not feel alone. In one
class they have a chair in
English lit that one student sits in it reading a book and what they imagine the class sees up on a screen.
Abby is the second student in her class and her teacher asks her about secrets and the locket pops up and
school rejection letter pops up and Abby quickly stands up and leaves the chair. The first student to sit in it is
Carol. Carol talks very fast. She is a kid actor who has starred in some teen internet series.

Carol and Abby because they shared a experience start to be friends. Then when she finds out who Derick is
starts to flirt with him at lunch.
Their lockets starts doing something so they go out in the hall and see a message about their grandfather
something has happened to him. They rush out to visit him and to see if he is alright. They find out he has
been kidnapped and so have their parents. The police come and Abby tells about her locket and key they take
it and escort them to school.

They have to solve riddles and clues to find out what has happened to their family. Abby is still getting
picked on by her famous first room mate. It teaches a few moments of history in different fun ways, some
moral issues with time travel. It is a smart fun adventure series. I hope their are more books to come in the
future. I would read more of this series and will look for more books by Chad Morris.

I was given a copy of this book to read and asked to give a honest review of it when finished by Netgalley.
Publisher: Shadow Mountain (March 5, 2013) 256 pages ISBN-10: 1609073266


