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A darkly possessive relationship has left Umaalone and on the run. Beneath her drab clothing, she hides a
terrible secret—proof of her abuse, tattooed onto her skinin alurid reminder of everything she's survived.

Caught between a brutal past and an uncertain future, Uma’ s reluctant to bare herself to anyone...much less
arough ex-con whose rage drives him in ways she will never understand. But beneath his frightening
exterior, Ivan is gentle. Warm. Compassionate. And just as determined to heal Uma' s broken heart as heisto
destroy the monster who left his mark scrawled across the delicate tapestry of her skin.
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From Reader Review Under Her Skin for online ebook

Jennifer says

Under Her Skin by Adriana Andersis agreat debut novel in her Blank Canvas series!

Reasons to read Under Her Skin

Ivan - bearded, blacksmith neighbor who looks dangerous but has a heart of gold

Uma - on the run from abusive ex but stays strong through her road to recovery

Ms. Loyd - old hag that needs love and friendship

Romance novel wrapped in mystery, suspense and the dark and light sides of love

Umad's past wouldn't have allowed for an instant hook up and I'm really like how the romance element was
the main focus until about half way through the story. The romance between Ivan and Umawas a slow burn
something both of them needed. These characters were hunted and tormented by their pasts and they really
needed each other. Their connection was so beautiful.

The suspense of what could, would, should happen with surrounding the events of Uma's past kept me on the
edge of my seat. | wondered when the shit would hit the fan. Would someone get hurt, die or kill someone.
(You'll haveto read to find out!)

Ms. Loyd is a perfect old hag that turned out to be an enigmawrapped in a mystery. She helped deliver some
much needed humor (although dark) to Umaslife. She also worked as a safe place for Uma even when she
didn't want to be in her house.

Ivanisall the things that Uma needed in her life after Joey. Kind, gentle, strong, sexy, protector (when she
needed it) and allowed her to be strong for herself. A man who knows when his woman needed him to be a
caveman and when she needed he to stand be side her and let her lead.

Under Her Skin was a great read and had me up way past my bed time to see how the story ended.

Read thisreview in its entirety at The Book Nympho

Sabrina says

Under Her Skin isthe story of a damaged woman on the run from her past, and the man that wants nothing
more than to discover the secrets she hides. It's full of intrigue, steamy scenes, and aromance that will make
you Swoon.

For me| really liked the story, but it was the charactersthat | had a hard time with. | just didn't connect to
them for some reason so it brought my rating down some. | would still recommend this book though because



it was avery captivating story.

Wendy'sT houghts says

4 Self Healing and Discovery Stars

* * x * Gpoiler Free

My 2017 has stared out with a bang...I have been reading a diver se group of books and every one of
them brought something interesting to my reading table. With Under Her Skin, | wastaken on a
journey which surprised me. The author was new, the blurb intriguing and my involvement complete.

It was an experience which left me thinking of a number of things...

Of how evil people can bein thisworld...and how easy it isto wish for something, become isolated and
manipulated by them and then suffer the doubts, guilt and self hate after being victimized. | am very lucky;
inal my years, | have never experienced any of the types of treatment women have endured through no fault
of their own...

How incredibly strong and brave these same women are to find a way to take back their lives...to rediscover
who they are and move forward....The determination and resistance to all the negative inner dialogue
ingrained takes a Herculean effort, | would think... and | respect it immensely.

So with all of that said...| was able to dive in and take what was given to me on the page...

Thisisastory which is not the most comfortable...but there is also a relationship between two broken people
who are drawn to each other, provide a safe place for both...and experience what each needs...

This relationship in the context of all that has happened with each of them... seemed to have atype of calling
out to each other...For me, it worked and was away for the woman to find herself. For him, it brought him
back to feeling a connection to someone, more than just a caring or protecting...

Each was able to be free in the moments of trust... and the trust grew.

The premiseis not an unusual one for aromance book... and this could have been like many | have read...But
this had more in the way it gave me the inner workings of both main characters...| was ableto feel the

hopel essness and panic shefirst felt in the story. | understood the way she had to deal with her self loathing
and fight to be brave and overcome small tasksto get through the day. | was there when she fought to make
herself go forward and do things which would help heal her, no matter how difficult they were....

And when she allowed herself to experiment and take charge of her sexual needs...I got it.

Our fellawas the perfect vehicle for her...he sensed right away how damaged and skittish she was...His
history with his sister made him recognize what she was all about...But it wasn't pity...which caused him to
care for her...It was something else for the both of them...an amost animal instinct of her knowing he was
there and willing to be whatever she needed...

And he was.

When these two start to come together physically, it isaway for her to take back her power... sheis surprised



with her actions and relishes the way sheis able to control him and the situation. It is presented sensually,
with care yet also with an honesty of how sex isn't always perfect and pretty...
For me, all of it worked.

There were othersin this story...not all of them likeable...But they played their parts...Jessie, our fella's sister
was given a hint of aback story with another engaging character...and since this seems to be a series...my
guessis she will have her own book. | will be looking forward to see what comes next.

| would like to suggest Madeline [ va's review. It brings a personal view to this book which isvery
powerful and insightful.
https: //mww.goodreads.com/review/show...

A gifted copy was provided by SOURCEBOOKS Casablanca via NetGalley for an honest review.

For mor e Reviews, Free E-books and Giveaways

Ari Reavis says

*Arc received from Netgalley, in exchange for an honest review*
2.5 Stars

Well it started off promising, but went downhill somewhere along the line. Umais on the run and takes ajob
with an evil old lady. Now this old lady ended up having avery sad back story, that's revealed towards the
end of the book, but to me that didn't excuse the way she treated Uma most of the story. The next door
neighbor is Ivan. He was a genuinely nice and considerate guy, even if he had a bit of atemper. He wasthe
highlight of the story, because (even | felt bad for her) Umajust got on my nerves for some reason. Even
when she and Ivan were getting down and dirty (which was pretty hot at times) she was comparing him to
Joey (the abuser). What Joey did before, what Joey would be doing, blah blah. It was reallllly amood killer
to hear about Joey in the middle of a sex scene. Another thing that killed it was that Umawas mostly in
control during their sex scenes. Personally, thisjust isn't my cup of it.

What | liked was the ending and how everything turned out with the psycho who'd abused Uma. And that
there was a happy ending.

Mindy Lou's Book Review says

This book was weird, yet good. Messy, not perfect kind of good. When | started it, the characters were very
different and not what | was expecting. This story follows Uma who has been abused by her ex. Y ou don't
learn right away exactly what he did, but you start to put the pieces together. It's not what you normally read
about in abuse victims. It's no less horrific, but it sure made me think about what | would do if it happened to
me. | think that's what the author did really well in this story.

When Uma ended up In Blackwood, VA with no money, she takesajob asalivein helper for Mrs. Lloyd,



an elderly woman. My first thought of Mrs. Lloyd is that she was cray cray. Not really a place for arecently
abused woman should be at. Then we meet Ivan. | really didn't know what to think of Ivan at first. He
reminds me of one of those men who has spent too much time aone in the woods.

It'saweird mix of people, but the more you learn about all of them, the more they grow on you and the more
you understand why they are they way they are. Like | said, weird but a good weird. Really my only
complaint was one scene with another woman. It was a small scene and not major but that's kind of my point.
It was unnecessary to the story and I'm not a fan of interference with other woman in books.

| am definitely interested in reading the next in the series to see how this author will top this book. ARC
Provided by NetGalley.

Marta Cox says

Six months ago Umaran away from her controlling and abusive boyfriend. Now she's hiding from him,
knowing he's looking for her and that he has contacts in law enforcement. This all means Umasold lifeis
something she has to stay away from. Uma started out as a photographer but that's afar cry from what she's
doing now, working asalivein help for atruly cantankerous older lady but some things are worth putting up
with because Uma has plans. Her plans don't include a man because what hides beneath Uma's clothesis
something she cannot bare not even to her own eyes. Y et the neighbour Ivan keeps cropping up. This giant
with a good heart seems kind but Ivan has adark past which has shaped the man he has become. Still, Uma
can't stop thinking about him , listening to him at night working in his forge and then when she's locked out
of the house it's Ivan who comes to her rescue in more ways than onel

Y es there's aromance here but it's the story of how Uma becomes her own woman again that pulled mein. |
had seen wildly conflicting reviews for this so had to satisfy my curiosity. Y es she has been through a
traumatic event and has genuine reasons to be afraid but sheis an odd conundrum . Nervous yet fierce,
wanting to be alone but attracting friendship and then there's her ability to change from a mouse to alion that
roars! The opening line to this book mentions the old hag that is looking for a home help and admittedly that
surprised me but Uma takes on her employer to glorious effect but even then there's atwist | just hadn't seen
coming!

The word dichotomy describes Uma, particularly when it comesto her interactions with Ivan. Without
saying too much | think thisis where we first start to see Umagaining in confidence as Ivan lets her call the
shots. | really liked that this man was man enough not to be phased by that and it made a wonderful change
from all the macho alphatype males that often feature in romance that has a darker side . Thisis not in my
opinion a dark romance but it is one with a heroine who has and indeed still actualy isliving in adark place.
Definitely a story of hope but the abuse mentioned is sickening . | would have liked to know more about her
ex as his character just didn't feel real although I do understand that true evil and madness can often be found
under the face of an angel . Y et Uma triumphs and regains that which is most precious, her feeling of self
worth. Not a preachy story and it's definitely an adult one as Ivan doesn't just stoke the fires when he's
working!

A copy of thiswas provided for me which | have voluntarily read and these comments are my own honest
opinion

Kate's Corner says



| really struggled with thisbook and asit started off really well and | was enjoying it | don’t know
whereit went wrong.

Uma left an abusiverelationship six months ago and what a horrible, abusive, disgusting relationship
it was. Shelanded in Blackwood to get atreatment so that she could get rid of the marks of her past.

| felt for Umabut | didn’t like her. Yeswhat she went through was awful but | could connect to her as
much as| wanted to. It wasn't her fault and these things usually happen gradually it wasjust asa
person she did act like a survivor but she was getting there.

Ivan isone big Hero with a heart of gold who has picked up straysthroughout hislife. He hasan anger
management problem but seemsto bedoing alright. | liked Ivan heisa great Hero.

For meit felt asif Umawas using Ivan and helet himself be used by Uma: | don’t likethat kind of
thing.

Themain charactersdidn’t have a connection in my opinion although the sex although hot at times
and the author had it done pat | felt uncomfortable asthe Her o submitted a lot to the heroine. That
thingisn't for me. | need mean alphaHero. | find it hard to explain.

Not to mention the fact that every timethey did the nasty she would constantly compare Ivan to her ex
Joey the abuser. Really off putting.

I skimmed and my mind wandered to other thingswhich meant | had to reread a couple of times. |
was closeto giving up on it aswell.

I reckon that thisisa strong case of thisisME and not YOU!

Alleyne says

A brilliant debut novel from aterrific new voice in romance! | don't write spoilery reviews, so look for the
plot elsewhere. I'm only going to talk about what | particulary enjoyed about the book.

Everything! | loved the story -- the abused woman who takes her agency back with the help of agiant of a
man, who is gentle with the lost and damaged but has a hard time controlling his anger at injustice. | loved
the subplots, all of which showed Uma (the heroine) growing stronger and reclaiming her self-respect. Ivan
(the hero) learns to put his fury aside out of respect for what the heroine really needs.

Thething | really loved was the writing. The words are both lyrical and gritty, which suited the book
perfectly. If you don't like swear words, particularly ones starting with F, thisis not the book for you. But the
richness of the writing, the evocative setting and the care with which all the characters -- major and minor --
and handled, made this a book that will stay with me for along, long time.

K atie(babs) says

Everything about Under Her Skin (Blank Canvas #1) by Adriana Anders made me want to throw it against



the wall. Writing aromance with a hero or heroine who has been through unspeakable abuse at the hands of
someone they loved takes extreme care. In this case, Under Her Skin failsin so many ways, especially to
those readers who have been in the heroine' s shoesin some way or another. As soon as the first chapter
ended, | had a bad feeling Under Her Skin was going to make me rage because of the actions of the heroine,
and the over the top cruelty from other characters, including the eye rolling romance between the heroine and
the hero that happens so fast, which doesn’t make any sense, especially since the heroine was abused, raped
and tortured by her former boyfriend. Why doesn’t this make sense? Because less than 2 weeks after the
extremely tortured and scarred heroine leaves her psychotic abusive boyfriend, she lands into bed with the
hero and wants him to get her pregnant. WHAT ??

Umais on the run from Joey, her boyfriend who has horribly abused her. She was once a professional
photographer who met him at awedding. Because of his blue eyes, and Frank Sinatralooks, she fell for him.
He then took over her entire world, going as far to put her name on his back, and visa versawith his name on
hers. But then her fairy tale went down hill fast. Joey became controlling, so much so that Umawas
smothered and decided to leave him. Joey, who is a big district attorney with the law on his side, ends up
raping Uma, and then torturing her with atattoo gun and tattooing her al over her body. Uma runs away
after he finds her at awomen’s home, not even asking her mother in Indiafor help because her mother
wouldn’t understand because Joey is handsome and well respected; he could never be an abuser.

Uma answers a sketchy ad in the paper to take care of an old lady, who's a hermit in her home. The old
woman isjust as cruel and mean as Joey, but uses words instead of fists. But Uma doesn’'t have much of a
choice. She al'so meets Ivan, anot so handsome, bearded lumberjack type man who is a neighbor of the
hermit old lady. He appears kind and gentle. He treats Umawith care. Soon she is meeting him at his house,
and in less than 2 weeks they’ re making out and having foreplay, which leads to hot and heavy sex. After a
few rounds of sex, Umawondersif Ivan will make her pregnant, even though she has suffered a horrible rape
and abuse at the hands of another man she had loved. Sheis suffering PTSD from her horror, but doesn't
mind the intimacy or the possibility of getting pregnant with lvan.

AsUmaand lvan fal in love, Joey iswaiting for revenge for Umaleaving him.

Under Her Skinisahair pulling read because it takes the abuse of awoman and writesit in avery
unbelievable and ridiculous way. I’ ve read many romances before with a heroine who has suffered mental
and physical abuse from a husband or alover, including rape, but usually the heroine takes much longer than
2 weeksto recover and jump into a bed with a man she knows nothing about, and who she can’t trust fully.
Also the woman Uma cares for isridiculous in her portrayal, even when it's explained why sheis such a
wicked witch. Joey is laughable and one-dimensional because we're told, rather than shown why he's so evil
and abusive to Uma.

Under Her Skin was insulting to me as a reader because of the portrayal of abuse Uma suffers, including her
eyerolling actions with Ivan, which doesn’t make any sense.

BIG PASS ON THIS ONE!

Heather andrews says

| really loved lvan, | thought he was sweet, “| shouldn’t have pushed you.” His next words brought another
wave of heat to her face. “You're so fuckin' hot, Uma. Got kinda carried away.” Ivan does not hesitate when



his woman tells him to do something, “take off your pants, Ivan.” Umahad never seen ivan do anything as
quickly as he whipped off those jeans." | liked this book, | loved the patience Ivan had.

Caroline says

On the run, Uma settles in a small town because of two reasons; an unusua help wanted ad which would let
her work out of sight, out of mind and completely under the table; and, atattoo removal clinic that advertised
doing free work for those who suffered abuse. When she shows up at the house where she is supposed to
work, she runsinto ex-convict Ivan Shifflett. Ivan has a bad habit of bringing home stray animals. With Uma
he seesin her the same fear that his abused dog had before he rescued her and he can’t help but want to
protect her. Although Ivan believes he is unworthy of Uma, he will do anything, even face down the ex.

Verdict: | don't like writing spoilery reviews so far before the publication date, so | will be avague as
possible while still trying to fully disclose what this book made me feel. So to start, having never been
abused in any way, | can’t really say what someone would do in Uma’ s place. However, | couldn’t imagine
the type of abuse she experiences or on what to do to overcome it. Was there some artistic license used to
describe the extent of her tattoo torture session, yes. But that’ swhy it’s called fiction. | felt like the same
artistic license was applied to the relationship that formed between Uma and Ivan. Neither time did | fedl like
the artistic license employed was a bad thing. Many times, romance books that feature a tortured heroine
and/or hero often feel rushed because there just isn’t enough space in the book to make it follow a more
natural, trueto life progression. If books really followed true to life we would be lucky if it finished up asa
1000 page book. And that just doesn’t make for good reading. Y ou would get bored well before anything
actually ever happened. Just take alook at some of Kristen Ashley’s books. Some of them just go on and on
and on without much of anything happening beyond the heroine’ s internal dialogue. Not to say that | dislike
Kristen Ashley, | love the majority of her books. | just can’t claim | read every word in every chapter,
because sometimes | find myself skimming until something alittle bit exciting happens.

Here, | fedl like both Ivan and Uma were given enough play time to fully disclose their issues and the crappy
things life put them through while al so getting enough romantic play time to make it believable enough for
the ending to take place. So to summarize, yes, some leniency in the bending of the truth is necessary for
enjoyment BUT | personaly enjoyed Umaand lvan story as well as many of the secondary characters who
were introduced. On aside note, | can’t wait to seeif Ivan’s sister and the bartender get their own book.

*Thank you Edelweiss and the publisher for a copy of this book to review*

Elsa Bravante says

Le doy con pena DNF en el 35%. Me gustan |os persongjes, e incluso la historia, pero no tanto €l estilo dela
autora, aveces se entretiene demasiado, da vueltas sobre lo mismo unay otravez, ralentizalaacciény sin
embargo me parece muy precipitado como |la protagonista, victima de abusos, confia en el protagonista
masculino, no me lo he creido, asi que lo dgjo aqui y no le doy rating.




Michelle [Helen Geek] says

April 2017 -- 4 Stars

So, thiswill sound silly, but something | find terribly annoying ... | hate when a book includes so much of
another book at the end. My Kindle tracks my progress, and so | think the book is so much longer and then,
done. Over. And, my progressis at 66%. Ugh.

Okay, over that little miff'd point. | enjoyed this one. | guess what happened to Uma could happen. Seems a
bit farfetched, but there are some real assholesin the world, so anything is possible. | redly, really liked Ive.
His anger, the reason for it, never really got told, so | still wonder. | didn't think anything in hislife

warranted the anger issues he seemed to have to deal with. So, you can tell, | have real issueswith logicin a
story. | try to tease the details out and just don't let it rest until | have it together. This one bothered me a bit.

| enjoyed the story. | applaud Uma's bravery. Cookie's more so. Iveis the person who cares and nurtures
those around him. He islovable. Uma deserves an lve.

This book for me, would have been 5 Star, until the last 15% or so. It hurried to the ending and didn't close
the tentacles in the story it developed. | hate when a book does that. So, my final rating is 4 Stars.
Subsequent storiesin this series are over $6. I'm not pulled to pay that much. I'll wait and see what other
think and/or for the books to go on sale.

Happy Reading!

Madeline I va says

Like Megan Hart? Y ou'll love this book. UNDER HER SKIN has aliterary feel at times, especialy in the
beginning. Y et make no mistake--UNDER HER SKIN is clearly a steamy romance, with some great sex. It
delivers all the feels we romance readers are addicted to. There's a deeply detailed gritty feel to Anders book
and the trauma the heroine has suffered.

Having gone through some serious abusive sh** in my own life at ayoung age, | can say with absolute
authority that one thing you get really good at is a cold read on people. It's pretty clear to the heroine fairly
quickly that lve, blacksmith and beardy hero, is a gentle soul who fixes things. He has a great deal of
patience with wounded critters and wounded women, which makes his past all the more surprising.

When | was going through alot of trauma, there was nothing | wanted more than to feel immediate-intimacy
and closeness with afriend/guy | could really trust. | just felt so alone. This book offers the kind of fantasy |
longed for--to form a strong and powerful bond with a soul mate almost from the git go. A man who is
strong, but completely trustworthy. Anders delivers exactly such afantasy in her book. The sex between the
hero and heroineis an act of the heroine reclaiming power in her own life again: power over her body, over
her relationships, and over her sex life. She chooses, she decides, and after her body goes through such
abuse, she reconnects with her own body's sensuality, letting good sensations wipe away the bad.

Lovedit! | loved the setting of Ive's forge at night too!



| also have to comment on how much | happily sank into the sleepy-steamy little Southern town.
Finally--like another reviewer said--1 am looking to the rest of the seriesto seeif the defensive arts instructor
Jessie gets it on with the bartender. | imagine their sex will be no-holds-barred and | CAN'T WAIT!

Linda says

Uma slifeisin shambles, now she’s on the run, hiding from her ex, when an opportunity she can’t refuse
has her in close proximity to him again. When her new neighbor shows a talent for making her trust again,
Umawill have to make a choice..

Ivan put hislife on hold when tragedy struck, but his content. Until Uma comes along and shows him a
promise for more. Can he persuade her to stay?

Contemporary romance, feelings, and two broken people finding happiness again. <3 Loved it!
Disclaimer; | was given afree copy in exchange for an honest review.




