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Anna says

Finally, after all these years, | found out whether or not Margo completed her villianous plan to take
Elizabeth's place. It was torture not knowing. | feel as though my childhood is now truly over, al mysteries
have been solved.

K. says

Probably the most ridiculous, over-the-top Sweet Valley High book - and that's saying something!

Stacy says

| found this book at a book sale afew years ago. The SVH seriesisjust as addictive as it wasin my junior
high years. Hope to find some other books from this series.

This book was written in 1993, so the events would probably have been alot different if the characters had
cell phones!

Jodie says

| was so happy when this series hit 100! | never wanted the adventure to end. A wonderful centennial
celebration was had by all!! Happy 100 Sweet Valley High! Thanks for the great reads.

kylajaclyn says

Welcome to "The House is Burning, But We Choose to Ignore It" or Sweet Valley High #100, "The Evil
Twin."

Asthelovely snarkers at 1brucel pointed out, this book isthe Pulitzer of Sweet Valley. That iswhy it is
most deserving of five stars (that's five stars compared to other Sweet Valley books, not compared to
anything else). | am not going to spend hours recapping every second of the book... after all, that's been done
in three different places already that | know of: The Dairi Burger, Shannon Sweet Valley, and 1brucel.
However, if you don't know the basic plot, you really do need to be informed.

Jessica and Elizabeth are estranged due to The Jungle Prom fiasco (in A Night to Remember, the WORST
Sweet Valley book), in which Jessica spiked Liz's punch so that she could win Prom Queen. Liz ended up
driving off in the Jeep with Sam, Jessica's boyfriend, in tow, and Jessica was unable to stop them until it was
too late. Sam died as a result of Jessica's sociopathy. The next 5 booksin the miniseries (The Morning After,



The Arrest, The Verdict, The Wedding and Beware the Baby-Sitter) deal with Jessicarefusing to tell Liz or
the cops her part in Sam's death, and guilt-tripping her by "dating" Todd. Every book just recaps the utter
misery of A Night to Remember over and over and over. It makes you want to slash your wristsit is so
depressing. But while thisis going on, the ghostwriters have thrown another kink in the wrench. Her nameis
Margo, and she likes to dial capital M for Murder. By the time we arrive at the Evil Twin, she haskilled five
people on her way from New Y ork to Sweet Valley to "become" Elizabeth Wakefield. She spends the five
books studying Liz and her life intently and is hellbent on the fact that Liz's life is perfect and that it is
"rightfully" hers. She has fooled everyone into thinking that sheis, in fact, Elizabeth Wakefield (and
occasionally Jessica). Obviously the book's climax includes a big showdown between Liz, Jess, and Margo at
LilasNew Year's Eve Ball. It's probably no shock that Margo dies and the Wakefield twins (unfortunately)
don't.

So, now that you know the plot, let'stackle afew questions that | have. | know that Sweet Valley isall about
suspension of belief, and none more so than this book. But there are just afew
comments/questions/complaints that | have about things that went on throughout this entire miniseries that |
am doubting the validity of (and about which | refuse to suspend my belief). These are in no particular order,
just as they occur to me while I'm typing this.

1. My alternate title for this book comes from the fact that every single person in Sweet Valley is"sensing”
danger, but they completely ignore their instincts until the final hour when Liz isreally in trouble. The only
two people who actually try to do anything are James, who ends up dead, and Josh, who endsup in jail for a
good chunk of time.

2. You don't need meto tell you (hopefully) that you cannot be someone's triplet unless they sprang from the
same womb. | don't doubt people on this earth looking like each other and not even being from the same
family. But being identical in every way except hair and eye color? No. The crazy thing isthat NOBODY,,
not even Jess and Liz, who claim to know each other SO WELL, can tell Liz, Margo, and Jess apart, except
for in the final hour. They have spent the whole miniseriesignoring Margo's evil eyes while she
impersonated Jess & Liz left and right, and then all of a sudden at the end of the book everyone says, "Well,
you're not Jess/Liz! Your eyesare evil!" Since Margo never STOPPED being evil, it makes no sense that
they would al of a sudden notice this at the very end and not before. It makes even less sense to believe that
Jess and Liz cannot tell when the person they are speaking to is clearly not their twin (i.e., Margo). And
while everyone feels uncomfortable around Margo while she isimpersonating Liz or Jess, especialy Mrs.
Wakefield, they never really doubt that they have just spoken to this twin or that twin. A mother not knowing
her own daughters? In Alice's case, I'm not surprised, but | still can't suspend my belief in that.

3. Speaking of Jess, who isthe target of Margo & Norain Return of the Evil Twin, it makes no sense why
Liz is constantly pursued in this book when Margo's personality would have been much better suited (and
much more quickly believed) to Jessica's temperament. In fact, Margo states on numerous pages how she
could just become Jessica, and in the end it doesn't really matter which twin she becomes. Sheisoriginally
attracted to becoming Liz because she believes her to be "perfect” and "flawless' and "the golden girl,” and
she doesn't want to deal with Jessica's reputation. But as the book goes on, she is constantly mistaken for Jess
instead of Liz, and hangs out with Lilafar more than Enid (whom Margo hates and vows to destroy when she
becomes Liz. Enid instantly sees Margo as Jessica. Again, why can't she recognize her own best friend?).

She admits that it would be much more fun to be Jessica, but | guess sheis already so committed to being Liz
that she just decides to change Liz's entire personality when she takes over her life (Margo would have run
into some opposition with Jess had she pulled that stunt. We see how well it went for Liz when she tried to
stand up to Jessin A Night to Remember). Todd actually finds out it's not Liz OR Jess he's speaking to when
Margo suggests they stay in aroom together. Since both of the twins' vaginas are locked up tighter than a



drum, this was an automatic red flag to horny Todd. He finally put two and two together... though the fact
that no one could tell a complete stranger from Jess or Liz says something about the entirety of Sweet
Valley.

4. Margo is persistent in her belief that no one will ever find out that she is not Elizabeth once she actually
kills and becomes Elizabeth. | admire Margo's crazy, but thisis hysterical on so many levels. It's completely
Talented Mr. Ripley, the entire storyline. People were already suspicious since they believed her to be
Jessica (ha!) in the first place. Margo says she will get rid of Enid since she doesn't immediately recognize
her as Liz. By that count, Margo would have to kill the entire town of SV in order to erase the memory of the
origina Liz from everyone's minds. Margo is ambitious, but she should have stuck with Jessicain the first
book. She knows she can't be as saccharine sweet as Liz all the time. She can barely do it for one
conversation. But she is convinced things will go off without a hitch and that that no one will ever know the
difference. Although... everyone in Sweet Valley does completely ignore their instincts whenever possible...

5. Lizissuch a dense fuck she doesn't figure out that Jess spiked her punch until like page 240 something,
with less than 100 pages of the book to go and no way to resolve this. As someone who was more pissed than
I've ever been at abook and a person's actionsin A Night to Remember, | was even more pissed that the
entire thing got brushed aside because of all the Margo crazy. Though Jessica has been the biggest sociopath
in the world throughout the entire miniseries, she is suddenly played as a distraught victim in The Evil Twin
due to the loss of two boyfriends in a short time span (the fact that one was her doing, however accidental,
must have escaped everyone's attention). Liz and Jess remain estranged because of aletter from Todd Jess
hid from Liz... until Liz realizes about the spiked punch. But very soon after she also realizes that Josh wasn't
lying about Margo and that she is about to die, so she resolves to forgive Jessica by midnight and put the
whole thing behind them. Since Liz realizes what happens, Jess never has to admit it out loud, and Liz
automatically forgives her, since she reasons that Jessica has been through so much guilt and pain aready.
She also rationalizes the whole thing away by saying that what Jessica did was just thoughtless and stupid
("typical Jessica') and what Margo isdoing is pure evil. Y es, apparently killing one person (accidentally or
not), is okay, but once you kill five people you are full-blown crazyfied. Usually we are all pissed at Jessica,
because her antics are not typical: they are sociopathic. Liz is clearly not ajournalist, since her definition of
evil includes Margo but not her own twin.

6. Margo is Tinker Bell; she controls the weather. All of Sweet Valley is stormy the entire time sheisthere.
Of course the sun comes out the moment sheis dead.

I hope to read this book many more times in the future. Maybe by then one or both of the twinswill end up
dead.

Marian says

There are two kinds of SV fans. Those who realize that thisis the best book of the series, or at least on the
very short list of the best... and those who don't.

| re-read The Evil Twin every year for Christmas because it's not Christmas without Margo trying to kill
Elizabeth and assume her identity. Sure, there are alot of problems with the logic that Margo's appearance

brings up, but for the most part, thisisthe moment SVH burned its brightest and best.

Sadly, nothing that came after could live up to the awesome promise delivered here. So the Evil Twin, and



the arc leading up to it, did what Margo could not. They killed the twins, but it took another forty books [plus
specials] for anyone to get the memo.

hannaH says

AN ABSOLUTE CLASSIC OF TEEN LITERATURE, THISONE HAS EVERY THING. Menta illness,
murder, sex (well, only slightly hinted at), psycho doppelgangers, a party at Lila's place, stupid oblivious
Wakefield parents, CRAZY MARGO... oh my goodness... Too amazing. In fact, the whole mini series
leading up to this one (and its sequel, RETURN OF THE EVIL TWIN) are absolutely the pinnacle of the
SVH series. As one other review said, CRACKTASTIC.

Rachel says

review to come.. im sick at the moment

Katherine says

This book is so completely over the top, yet thoroughly enjoyable. | read it 10-15 times as ateenager. Love
the series or hate it, this book is Sweet Valley exemplified.

PurplyCookie says

The culmination of agreat mini-series of Sweet Valley High! Featuring love, murder, lies, betrayal, and all
that good stuff, the whole seriesis must-read for any Sweet Valley fans (makes me wish | still had my SVH
collection).

Margo will finally have the perfect life...as Elizabeth. She comes to wedge herself into the Wakefield family
at atime when the twins aren't speaking to each other and it hasn't exactly been a peachy couple of months.
It'll be easy fooling Mrs. Wakefield, Jessicaand Todd, right? No, I'm not being sarcastic. Apparently it was!
Can we say this one has al the elements of an over-the-top soap operathat's neatly wrapped up in a couple
of weeks? Yes, and yes. Nostalgiatrip, people.

Summary: "The Evil Twin" Margo attempts to take Elizabeth's life and her place in the Wakefield family.
The three identical girlsfight aterrible battle, in which Jessicarisks her own life to save Elizabeth, Margo is
killed, and the sisters are finally reunited.
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Cik Aini says

i still have this book shelved between recent books acquired throughout the years. i reread the books
countless times, and i still think this book give me chills.

Jamie says

Probably the most fun I've ever had reading a book. Psycho Dopplegangers=pure genius. If you have ever
been a SVH fan and haven't read this, go straight to your local library or used book store and start reading
NOW.

This book should be taught in schools.

Elena says

5 stars from my ten year old self perspective...

Brandy says

| could cheat and put every SVH book in thislist, but I think | will just put this one because of the impact it
had on me. | loved the series, was shocked and even blushed at some of the teeny bopper sex scene...did any
fansrealize Bruce had hishand on Liz's ....? Anyway, | stopped reading after this book because | didn't like
the way the series had turned. Jessica spiked Liz's drink causing adeadly crash which lead to atwin look
alike coming to town to kill Elizabeth and take her place. At this point, it was just to soap operalike. Maybe
| was just finally growing up, though.

Jen says

It just isn't Christmas or New Y ear's without reading The Evil Twin. I've read this book at least 20 times
since | was about 10 and | never get tired of it. Sure, it's campy, but that's what makes it so great. My
absolute favorite Sweet Valley book. It just isn't Christmas without crazy Margo!




