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Best friends for their whole lives, Cole and Brooke didn’t plan the pregnancy that led to their teenage
marriage.

After ayear of being miserable and feeling like afailure, Cole leaves, knowing hiswife and child will be
looked after by histrust fund, and wanting to make more of hislife to make hisfamily proud.

Four years later, he tracks them down, and finds that while he' slived agood life, she's
struggling—balancing two jobs while raising their daughter, Kaia.

It doesn't take long for Cole to realise that he doesn't just want to fix things. He wants to get to know Kaia.
And he wants Brooke back.

If only life was that ssmple.
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|zzie d says

| am not sure how to rate this one.
Reconciliation marriage is one of my favorite genres.

The reason for the separation in this story is very selfish. That said he wants to make a career for himself
which would affect both their futures but he just seems, on the surface of it, to walk away from his young
wife and baby daughter.

Something to bear in mind is heis very young to handle the responsibility and thisis reflected in the way he
relieson hisfather. But that said, sheis also young and while he goes off to live hislife, sheisleft literally
'holding the baby'. He believes he has provided for her financialy but still......

There are quite a few misunderstandings and interference which hinder their relationship and lead to along-
term separation spanning years.

I know they are separated and he has hired aP.I. to find her but he has a conversation quite early on about
'getting laid' asit's been 6 months since he has been with awoman so technically he is cheating. Again while
she has been left 'holding the baby'. Even if he views himself as single, he isn't, there are misunderstandings
from the original separation which may lead them both to believe their marriage is over but he refersto her
as his'wife' shortly after this conversation.

So if being with other women/men is atrigger for you, there are no details or intimate scenes but heis not
celibate during the separation.

He does seem genuinely remorseful of his abandoning them, even stating it was the wrong thing to do and
tries to make up for it and work at rebuilding his wife's trust.

I think maybe book 2 may affect how i ultimately view this book.

Asaside note | was irritated that there is no release date mentioned for book 2 when this ends on a
cliffhanger and isa Duet. A fellow reviewer said she thought it would be soon.

Coco.V says

?FREE on iBooks today (9/29/18)!?

Blurb:
Best friends for their whole lives, Cole and Brooke didn’t plan the pregnancy that led to their teenage
marriage.

After ayear of being miserable and feeling like afailure, Cole leaves, knowing his wife and child will be
looked after by histrust fund, and wanting to make more of hislife to make hisfamily proud.

Four years later, he tracks them down, and finds that while he’ s lived agood life, she's
struggling—balancing two jobs while raising their daughter, Kaia.



It doesn't take long for Cole to realise that he doesn't just want to fix things. He wants to get to know Kaia.
And he wants Brooke back.

If only life was that ssmple.

This book does not contain the conclusion of the story. The story endsin Book 2, Rising.

Juls says

3intriguing stars

so it ends with Brooke losing her memory for the last few weeks of her life. i dont know how the brain works
soi cant say for surethat one can lose only afew weeks so i'll give the author the benefit of the doubt but it
seen too specific of atime frame. why not ayear or 57?

Brooke also took back Cole pretty damn fast too for what he did to her 4 years prior. He left her to go follow
his dreams. Not only did he leave her he left his daughter. He's not a man. He's a coward!

From the get go Cole knew his father didnt like Brooke yet thought he would follow Col€e's directions for
child support and the house they were living in. Not only does his daddy dearest kick Brooke and Kaia out
but wants a paternity test to give her the child support money.

Dont careif you were 19 or 45 man the fuck up! The only reason i gave it 3 starsis|'d like to see how
Brooke gets her memory back. | hope she doesnt LOL

Tiffany says

Entertaining book with cliff hanger ending. Luckily the second book is out.

Marisela Chavez says

So good!

Oh my goodness! Talk about cliffhanger? Brooke and Cole story had it al. Heartache, love, laughs and
more. | can't wait to see how this story will unfold. I'm really looking forward to it.

L ouise says

Well thiswas and then really wasn't what | was expecting!

I'm a sucker for second-chance romances, so this book was well and truly right up my street. From the off
Cole had aBIG job of convincing not only Brooke, but also ME, that he totally deserved another chance with



her. | actually felt that Brooke let him off alittle lightly, though given the truth of what should have
happened | cut them both some dack.

Cole was such a selfish p***k both for leaving her AND his daughter behind, and also for not keeping in
touch with Brooke. Y es other factors came into play (aka his Dad) BUT just how long did he ignore that he
had awife and child for? It must have been quite awhile to lose track of them like he did. So yes the author
dreamed up one amazing plot that totally sucked mein and had al the feels.

However given al he did to make amends, the fact that he took full responsibility, apologized repeatedly
AND was very, very young when he made his poor choice, | aso forgave him.

Brooke at times seemed to change her mind on decisions (or at least the time she felt she needed to take
them). Whilst this might annoy some readers it was very resonant with how | make choices. | need some
time to think things through and mull them over, but once I've made my mind up then | want to act on it
immediately. | would have liked to have experienced more of Brooke's thought processes, we tended to get
some of her biggest decisions when it was Cole's POV. Thisleft me alittle disassociated from the emational
intensity a couple of times.

I liked the little twist on how they felt for each other as teenagers, in away it supported their actionsin the
past. | totally believed in their connection in the present, and boy their chemistry is off the charts. The story
really held my attention, and | read well past my usual lights out time in order to finish it.

Thetwist at the end, is SO out of left field. Thank goodness book #2 will be out soon as| don't think | could
stand the tension of waiting to find out what happens now. I'm fairly certain that the author will give us a
HEA or at least aHFN, for Brooke, Cole and Kaia. However | also know that the journey there will not be
smooth and will probably take alot of courage. | can't wait for it.

N.N. Light says

To say | hated the charactersis the biggest understatement in the world. | was so furious that he would leave
in such a selfish way made me want to throw my tablet out the window!!! It just gets worse from there.

I'm giving it two stars because while the characters and the plotlines were offensive, the writing is well done.
My Rating: 2 stars

Reviewed by: Mrs. N

Mar nie says

Thisbook consumed my thoughts, even when | wasn’t reading it.

| started Falling during a 10 minute break, and had to grab it every spare minute that | could. When | had to
be doing something else like adulting stuff, | did it in aresentful way, all the while thinking about Cole and
Brooke' s story until | could get back toit.



They' d been best friends since they were 5. Cole’'s mum loved her, his father didn’t, and when they changed
from friends to lovers, resulting in a pregnancy, the mothers strongly encouraged a marriage upon them.
Unfortunately for Brooke, Cole didn’t cope, and bailed, fully expecting his trust fund to care for themin a
level of some reasonable comfort.

Four years later, he' s hired a Pl to find them, and things are no-where near what Cole imagined for his
family. They look poor, and Brooke is working two jobs, so he’s on amission to not only find out what
happened, but to ensure their future is complete with himiniit!

| loved the way the story was put together, and the dialogue of our two young parents and estranged partners
is honest and heart-rending Cole left. He stuffed up big time. The end. He' strying hard to more than make
up for what he did, and lucky for him, and to my admiration, Brooke is just a gorgeous hearted person and a
loving mother, putting the needs of 4 year old Kaiafirst. She’'s not a vindictive game player, but is maybe a
little too forgiving in my book! 1'd loved to have made him squirm just alittle (lot) harder.

Just when I’m thinking that it's all too perfect, and that there' s another book to read, their potential future all
turns to poos in a shock/horror moment.

| must say that I’m pretty damn angry at Wendy Smith for the ending, even going in knowing it's a duet.
Lucky for me though, it’s already available, and as I’ m writing this review, I’ ve already started it! 4.5 Stars
for an all encompassing first half of the Fall and Rise Duet, and one that | highly recommend.

L ondon says

Piece of trash husband leaves hiswife that just had a baby so he can “make them proud” of him by going off
to make money. He FUCK S another woman while still married, even after hiring a Pl to find her again. All
the while, she' s left working two jobs just to support her and her baby.

WHAT THE FUCK ISTHIS GARBAGE?

Kirsten Bass says

It was an Ok read ..quick , but just Meh
Thou jumping int I'll rising to see how it all comes together

|zzied says

| am not sure how to rate this one.
Reconciliation marriage is one of my favorite genres.

The reason for the separation in this story is very selfish. That said he wants to make a career for himself
which would affect both their futures but he just seems, on the surface of it, to walk away from his young



wife and baby daughter.

Something to bear in mind is he is very young to handle the responsibility and thisis reflected in the way he
relieson hisfather. But that said, sheis also young and while he goes off to live hislife, sheisleft literally
'holding the baby'. He believes he has provided for her financialy but still......

There are quite a few misunderstandings and interference which hinder their relationship and lead to along-
term separation spanning years.

I know they are separated and he has hired a P.I. to find her but he has a conversation quite early on about
'getting laid' asit's been 6 months since he has been with awoman so technically he is cheating. Again while
she has been |eft *holding the baby'.

Even if he views himsealf as single, heisn't, there are misunderstandings from the original separation which
may lead them both to believe their marriage is over but he refersto her as his ‘wife' shortly after this
conversation.

So if being with other women/men is atrigger for you, there are no details or intimate scenes but he is not
celibate during the separation. But 6 months ago is not manwhore status either. The heroine also triesto
move on.

He does seem genuinely remorseful of his abandoning them, even stating it was the wrong thing to do and
triesto make up for it and work at rebuilding his wife's trust.

| think maybe book 2 may affect how i ultimately view this book.

Asaside note | wasirritated that there is no release date mentioned for book 2 when this endson a
cliffhanger and isaDuet. A fellow reviewer said she thought it would be soon.

Shari Kay says

Not aH...not by any stretch of the imagination

https://www.goodreads.com/review/show...

Rachaelthebiliophile says

Seriously???? why isn't this shelved as a horror? this in no way brings',romance” to mind, yet another
spineless zero who |eft his wife with a baby to go and do whatever. Of course he wasn't celibate while doing
his thing, but I'm expected to believe that on finding her again he wants her back and to know his child? girl
take your child and run away from thisidiot!!!

E-Reader Addict says

| am perplexed. Confused. Astonished - but NOT in agood way.

Y ou see, awhile ago | read another book by Wendy Smith. It was good, and | liked how the author didn’t



take the cliched route with her plot. So | put that series down on my list of books | wanted to watch for. Then
| saw this duet by Ms. Smith, and second-chance romances are my jam, so | downloaded the first book and
plowed in.

Cole and Brooke were best friends growing up. But on the night of their prom, they took things into
boyfriend/girlfriend territory. She got pregnant, and their moms talked them into getting married. After one
year, they are apparently miserable, so Cole leaves Brooke behind and goes off to college, leaving his father
in charge of making sure Brooke receives child support payments out of histrust fund.

Now it'sfour years later and Cole has decided he wants to know what Brooke and his four year old daughter
are up to. With the help of a private investigator, he's shocked to find they live not far away from himin a
bad part of town, and that Brooke is working two jobs.

When Col e approaches Brooke, she's not sure she wants anything to do with him. But Cole promises to
make everything right and win her back...

| hate to be disparaging in my reviews. But there’ s no gentle way for me say this.

I think this book was awful. The writing was bad. The dialogue was painfully cringe-worthy. The hero was a
self-centered ass and the heroine was lame.

How was this written by the same author? Did everyone el se read a different book from me???
(WARNING: mildly ranty and potentially spoilerish review ahead)

I’m not one to categorically dislike abook just because a man has other partners after he leaves his
girlfriend/wife. Usually it doesn’t bother me if there were relatively good reasons. But right off the bat Cole
came off as ajackass. Maybe it's because we get no backstory about Cole and Brooke - the story starts with
him telling her he' s leaving because they aren’t getting along. Then we fast forward four years and Coleis
talking with a co-worker who tells him it’s been too long since he got laid. Cole’' s all “yeah, it's been six
months so you'reright.” No thoughts whatsoever about the woman - AND HIS CHILD - he left behind,
WHO HE PAID A PRIVATE INVESTIGTOR TO FIND. Did I mention they didn’t actually divorce?

So, yeah, | think he's ajackass.
And Brooke...she gives him the cold shoulder for al of a couple days, then says things like this:

“| thought you were out of our livesfor good. But you’ ve done nothing but try and make things up to me.
Tous”

No sweetheart, he hasn’t done jack squat at this point. He' s told you he’ s going to get you the money you're
owed, but HASN'T actually done it. He's done NOTHING except paid to have you hunted down and tell
you he’s sorry (and being sorry seems to be a recent epiphany of his, not something he agonized over the
whole time you were apart). If a“man” announces he's leaving you while you're in the middle of nursing
your three-month-old infant, he needs to do more than talk before you forgive him.

Maybe this book fell SO short for me because so much was told to us instead of shown. There wasn't
anything plot-wise that | disliked - how they ended up married, how and why they separated, how they
became reacquainted. But | did dislike the characters, awhole lot. This story could have been so good, but



the execution was so lacking in any kind of development (plot or character) that I’m not even going to read
the second part. I'm so irritated with the writing and the characters, that | don’t even careif they find their
way back to each other. And for someone who LOVES that happily-ever-after for a couple who lost it the
first time, that issaying A LOT.

April Symes says

“Falling” by Wendy Smith isabrilliantly written, emotionally driven 2nd chance at love romance story.
What isthereis astory filled with deep raw emotions, and characters that came off as very realistic and
believable. Cole and Brooke' s romance is deep and broken- they went from best friends to lovers then they
got married. Despite having a child, they quickly end up separated and all contact has ceased. Fast forward 4
years and Cole finds Brooke and his young child again after that huge amount of time without contact. Cole
realizes the mistakes he made and wants back into his estranged wife’ s life as well as his young child’ s but
Brooke isterrified to let him back in. Cole know he has hiswork cut out for him in order to fix the mistake
he made. Just as they find their way back to each other, a horrific accident involving Brooke takes place and
leaves Cole wondering if everything he has done has been for naught. This book ends on a huge cliffhanger
and sets the stage for book 2 Rising. Oh wow, the writing is so sharp and emotional. The emotions will leave
you needing tissues, and will leave you being able to understand both sides to the story. What atruly
heartfelt and brilliant read. | cannot wait to read more with Cole and Brooke.

My Rating: 4.7 stars *****
“1 received an advanced copy of this book from the author at no cost to me."




