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Dylan Mint has Tourette’s. For Dylan, life is aconstant battle to keep the bad stuff in — the swearing, thetics,
the howling dog that escapes whenever he gets stressed. And, as a sixteen-year-old virgin and pupil at
Drumhill Special School, getting stressed is something of an occupationa hazard.

But then aroutine visit to the hospital changes everything. Overhearing a hushed conversation between the
doctor and his mother, Dylan discovers that he's going to die next March.

S0 he grants himself three parting wishes: three * Cool Things To Do Before | Cack It’.

Itisn't along list, but it is ambitious, and he doesn't have much time. But as Dylan sets out to make his
wishes come true, he discovers that nothing — and no-one —is quite as he had previously supposed.

A story about life, death, love, sex and swearing, When Mr Dog Bites will take you on one *#@! of a
journey . ..
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Rizal says

Dylan, 16 who are diagnosed with Tourette Syndrome, overheard from a doctor that he gonna die in March.
In order for him to live his remaining life to the fullest, he make up alist with 3 wishes 'Cool things to do
before | cack it' which are having sex with agirl in his'special’ school, Michelle Malloy, to make his best
buddy, Amir happy and live his life without anyone calling him names and such and lastly, get his dad out of
war and be with him.

Throughout this whole journey in this book, it was filled with filthy and raunchy words, like REALLY filthy
and raunchy. Well, what other 16 years old would says nowadays (I know | was, yikes!). Anyways, Dylan is
teenage boy who can't hold back on what he says because of his condition. Dylan refers his conditionin a
form of adog, Mr. Dog (title explained). Every time he gets nervous or in a pressure situation he will have
tics or involuntary action throughout what he speaks and most of all the time he will curse, growl and shout
whatever in his mind at that time. They are very very sensitive and crazy (for me) especialy when he call his
mom/peersthe b’ and 'c’ words. | was quite offended at first but then again | need to explain myself that this
iswhat it'sal about. Involuntary action. | know that Dylan are not meant what he said and such when the
tics come because he can't help it but when it comesto Dylan himself, without the 'syndrome moment'. | can
see himself as avery horny, very childish and very keen on using cursive words. (Okay, | just explained
myself what 16 years old are) Although, he can be pain in bumbum sometimes, | still adore him and can
understand a bit in what he have been through with hislife and family issue.

Age wise. Dylan are 16 years old teenage boy but for the entire time | read this book | couldn't help myself
imagining that Dylan was 12 or 14 because on how immature-ish he acts and talks to his peers and his
mother (but perhaps it was due to his syndrome wise and such). When | read it and imagining a 16 years old
speaks with that words, it just didn't connect. Hmm.

What | like about this book besides the issue that tackles on Tourette Syndrome is that this book 'speaks
quite diversely. Amir, who are Dylan's closest buddy is a Pakistani teenage boy. There are bits here and there
on how the author pointed out how society in this book reacts to certain minorities by having a supporting
character alongside with the main character deals with racism and prejudice in their daily life. Dylan always
stood up for Amir when he get teased or bullied just because of his skin colour and he always defending his
friendship with Amir despite on what other kids thinks of him. It really is heartwarming.

Dylan only lives with his mother while his dad isin war camp. Dylan often writes | etters to his dad and it
will be sent by his mother. Dylan felt it isvital for him to get in touch with his dad in order for him to get his
father back from war before he die but his father never repliesto him. Later on, his mother get in touch with
her former lover, Tony via Facebook and they bonded up. Dylan feels threaten by Tony as he always parked
in his Dad spot and sit in his dad chair. Slowly, Dylan accepting Tony as they both share a bit interestsin
reading material and quizzes. It revealed later that hisdad is not in awar camp but heis actually in prison
due to his misbehaviour and that explained why the letters never get written back and why his mother starts
hanging out with Tony.

The big reveal. This book strongly suggest that Dylan will be dead in March and to my surprise, he won't.
What Dylan overheard and assumed previously was not about him but its actually about his mother. He
misheard what the doctor said when he said it was due in March, and what the doctor meant at that time was
that his mother will have atwin babies.



(Asmuch as | am very glad and happy that Dylan are not gonna die, | am not that satisfied with the news
because through all thetime | read this | have set in my mind that Dylan will die because of his disease. The
twist makes me feel cheated and what | read before was based on 'li€, or in this case 'misheard'.)

Despite on the twist/reveal part, the ending for this book was actually good and | am quite happy with it.
Because although he will not be dead but all his parting wishes were granted (well most of them) as his best
friend, Amir is happy with Priya (his gf), Dylan finally 'be' with Michelle, he had a closure with his dad and
have an actual/proper family with Tony and his mom.

This book speaks volume about Tourette Syndrome, racism, bullying and family matters. Also, dlurs. Lots of
durs. | truly like this book but not so much in the twist/reveal part.

Leilah Skelton says

I have never been so conflicted whilst writing areview for a book. There was a single moment early on (page
22) with a casual comment about a character making a sound like ‘a cat being gang-raped by some dingoes
and | balked. | was expecting language, of course, but flippant use of rape as a descriptor for a noise really
threw me off course with this novel, and whether or not thisis ‘ how teens talk these days , it just didn't sit
right with the protagonist’s *amayonnaising’, younger-than-his-years portrayal .

| likened it recently to drinking a glass of orange juice, but having a toothpaste moment after just one sip. |
was maybe far too sensitive to it, but it coloured the experience of the whole book for me thereafter. To be
true to my experience, | should rate at 2 stars, but | know that a million other people would breeze past those
words and thoroughly enjoy the whole glass of orange. | think this would have been an easy 4-star had that
descriptor not passed the editor’ s red pen, so I'm awarding 3 to be as fair as possible.

There were lots of moments of humour and angst done incredibly well, and | think that the portrayal of
Dylan’s condition was masterful. | liked the clever use of font size changes for emphasis — stylistically, it
worked really well to enhance the novel. | just can’'t help thinking that one small change would have made
al the difference to my enjoyment of this book.

Katy Noyes says

| really enjoyed reading this, but had afew problemswith it as| went along.

After The Shock of the Fall (schizophrenia), The Rosie Project (Aspergers), and various others, we now
have a protagonist with Tourette's Syndrome. Dylan Mint is sixteen, attends a special school in Scotland and
misses his dad, away on a secret mission with the army in Afghanistan.

Early on we see that Dylan doesn't aways see things as everyone el se does. An appointment with a doctor
leaves Dylan believing he only has monthsto live, so he makes a bucket list of things he wants to do before
the end, including finding anew best friend for Amir and bringing his dad home. He aso pursues the girl of



his dreams, Michelle Malloy, who also attends the special school with Dylan and Amir, doing his best not to
let his Tourettes' get in hisway.

It'svery, very funny. Dylan has away with words, his friendship with Amir is so true and touching, his
letters to his dad moving. We begin to see that Dylan isn't fully understanding things when his mum'’s taxi
driver friend Toby begins parking at their house regularly. As readers, we know more than Dylan.

It's the Tourettes that annoyed me alittle. Swearing is the symptom that is rarest, and that's what Dylan has.
It only seemsto affect him at times of great stress (chatting up Michelle, arguing with his mum) and though
it can make people blurt out relevant (rude) comments, it ALWAY S seemsto in Dylan's case, nothing
random. Which to me didn't seem redlistic.

Dylan'sreaction to things felt strange sometimes - while he gets sweaty over Michelle like any tongue-tied
teenager, he barely reacts to the news he will die or some huge revelations from his mum. It made alikeable
character alittle too cold.

| aso thought the epilogue didn't hit the right note, it left a bitter taste in my mouth. Up to that point I'd
enjoyed the story on the whole. I'd have edited it dightly.

But overall aninsight into special schools and Tourettes, lots of humour and witty use of language and a
memorable lead in Dylan.

Lauren Kathryn says

Although thiswas avery quick read, | struggled withit.

I've never read a book about Tourettes, so thisiswhat pigued my interest to begin with. But, once | started
reading, it became apparent to me that there was no clear audience group. Y ou see, parts were very juvenile,
whereas others were very adult. | get that teenagers are growing up far too fast these days, but the two types
of narrative didn't mesh.

The language also irritated me. Okay, so | am not a sixteen year old Scottish teenager, but | have four
teenage nieces and nephews, none of which sound like the characters in this story. Without meaning to
offend anyone, asthat isSNOT my intention, | just didn't believe the language or dialect. Y es, this story
centralised itself with teenagers with an unfortunate array of disabilities, whether it be physical or mental,
but I just cringed throughout the book. It just felt like the author tried too hard to be relevant, and it just
ended up sounding cheesy.

However, | do not have any experience of dealing with or knowing someone with similar disabilities,
therefore my understanding may be completely wrong. | do not mean any offence, | just think my struggle
with the writing style hindered my enjoyment.

But, | will say that | admire the stance this book took against challenging racism, social acceptance of
disabilities and individuality, and then combined this with the typical teenage issues.




Sarah says

| wanted to read When Mr. Dog Bites from the moment | heard about it, | couldn't wait to read about a main
character who suffered with Tourette's syndrome because it's a condition | know so very little about. |
absolutely loved getting inside Dylan's head and seeing first hand what it is like to live with Tourette's.

Dylan isagreat character and in most ways heis just anormal sixteen year old teen, he likes hanging out
with his best mate Amir and he can't wait to get a girlfriend and have sex for the first time, but he also
struggles with anxiety and his nerves tend to show in the form of tics, cursing or even growling noises. The
more he tries to suppress his symptoms the stronger the outbursts usually end up being and he's learnt that in
most casesit's easier to just let go and accept what is happening. He has devel oped routines and coping
methods to try and reduce the occurrences but they have by no means been eliminated.

| absolutely adored Dylan, he is such a sweetheart and | love him like ayounger brother, in fact, if he was
rea | think I'd want to adopt him! He is one of my favourite characters of the year and that's high praise
when I've read well over 100 books already. | enjoyed his friendship with Amir and how realistic their
school life was, things weren't easy for them but they were always there for each other. Going to a special
school means facing prejudices from the rest of the world along with coping with al the other issues that any
other school child comes across. We aso get to see alot of Dylan's family life, coping with an absent father
who is away in the army while his mum struggles to make ends meet and then there is the issue of Dylan's
impending death to worry about. His "cack it list" was hilarious and the way he goes about achieving his
goals adds alot of humour to the story.

| love that Brian Conagham tackled so many difficult subjects - everything from disabilities, racism,
bullying, family issues and just generally growing up - but he did it with humour and sensitivity. Thisbook is
jam packed with swearing and slang so if you're easily offended then it's definitely one that should be
avoided. However if you're willing to go into it with an open mind, if you can remember what it was like to
actually be ateenager and if you want abook that is realistic, honest and 100% true to life then you will
adore When Mr. Dog Bites.

Lisa says

Itisabit too close to The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time to be granted originality. But for
students who like the genre and enjoyed the Curious Incident as a class novel, it makes for a perfect match
on an extended reading list.

Teenagers will love the profanity, the dysfunctional family, the modern take on disabilities, the stance
against racism, the sex and the cheesy ending.

As agrown-up, though, | would put my teacher or parent hat on before starting - it is rather flat and one
could have edited the novel to cut out at least two hundred pages of repetitive swear words.

Becca says

Ok wow. | won this book in a giveaway (thanks!) so didnt really know that much about it apart from the



synopsis.

So it'sbasically from the point of view of Dylan Mint who is a 16 year old who has tourettes, this means he
has to go to a specia needs school which is where we meet many other secondary characters such as Amir -
his best friend - and his teachers etc. Since it was written in his point of view the world was seen so
innocently and completely positively which iswhy | absolutely loved this book. It is also based in Scotland
so the characters are supposed to be Scottist (i'm sure there were references to that in the book nt 100%
though).

After an appointment at the doctors, Dylan overhears the doctor and realises that he's going to diein afew
months, so creates a small list of things to do before he 'cacksit' which are; to go out with the most beautiful
girl (in Dylans opinion) in school, get hisfriend a new best bug & get his dad back before you.. know what..
happens, or along the lines of that.

Thisredly isastory about life, death, sex and swearing. | redlly felt for the characters, you could tell Dylan
loved his mother and that she loved him; it isn't that often that book characters get on with their mothers
because of a~disfuctiona~ family but | though the Dylan's mum was written so nicely into this.

There are a couple of twists and reveals in this book, most of them | guessed from the beginning but fist-
bumped the air when it revealed | was right. The writer manages to keep you reading throughout the whole
book and | honestly didn't want to stop reading about Dylan.. | don't want to give anything away but if you
think a book about someone with tourettes sounds interesting I T 1S so give it ago!

One problem | had at the beginning of the book was the use of slang words, | took awhile to get used to this
and then | got used to the style because that's how Dylans brain works, right? So after that | HAVE to give
this book 5/5 stars. | don't know if i would have wanted to read this book if | hadn't of won a giveaway and
i'd never heard of this writer before but it just goes to show youl!

When this comes out | will definately reccommend this book, and I'm going to read it again myself.

4/5

Chelsey says

Had high hopes for this book, but the overwhelming homophobia and misogyny was just too much. There
was no reason for it, at all. Of course, you can have good books about homophobic/misogynistic characters
that are still good, but thisis not one of them.

Annette (booknerderie) says

What happens when you get a teenage narrator who has Tourette's, a great personality and goes to a school
for kids with special needs? The correct answer is this freaking hilarious book called When Mr. Dog Bites!

Brian Conaghan did a PHENOMENAL job of integrating hilarity, hope, heart ache and kindnessinto this
novel. I'm finding it hard to put into words what | want to say so I'll just say this: Dylan Mint {our MC} is
literal, has the most hilarious outbursts {which in real life | wouldn't lau



It was Kelly’ sreview that made me want to pick up this book. | agree wholeheartedly with her sentiment.
Readers should read what they want when they want! Break free of the chains that bind you and pick up the
book that your heart is calling for.

When | first started When Mr. Dog Bites| fell in love with Dylan. He' s unique. He' s different. He has his
own words. A-mayonnaise-ing. He left me feeling confused dot com. But once | got the flow of hiswriting |
was completely enveloped in his story.

Dylan Mint is a Scottish teenager with Tourette’s syndrome. He goesto a“ special” school where the other
students have varying conditions that prevent them from going to a“normal” public highschool. He lives
with his mother and his father is off fighting terroristsin the war.

On atrip to the doctor’ s Dylan overhears the doctor talking with his mother and he believes he is going to
die. He then decides to face his fate like aman and develops a list: Cool Things to do Before | Cack It.

What transpires through this book is comical and heartwarming. Dylan’s story is fascinating. | think alot of
people have preconceptions about what Tourette' sis but the reality is heartbreaking. Dylan’s struggle to
maintain anormal life and have aregular every day conversation with his peers shows how difficult alife
with Tourette's could be.

Overal | felt that the book lacked a central direction. | couldn’'t help but feel confused dot com about the
message the author was trying to send. The first half of the book flowed very well and | enjoyed the plot and
the direction of the story. Towards the middle of the book | found | had a harder time keeping my attention
focused on the story and was | eft feeling kind of “meh” about where it ended up.

I would still recommend the book if for no other reason than the comedic writing. | found Dylan to be truly
funny not because of his disorder but because of his personality. So pick it up and giveit atry! And stop
letting THEM tell you what to read!

Petra says

When Mr. Dog Bitesis ayoung adult story about 16-year-old Dylan who has Tourette's Syndrome. He refers
to his uncontrolled outbursts, the pressure that builds up in him when he is stressed, as Mr. Dog because they
resemble a snarling, barking monster.

Following a doctor's appointment he attended with his Mum, who is pretty much a single parent while his
Dad is apparently away with the army, Dylan believes that he only has months left to live, so he comes up
with abucket list, "Cool Things To Do Before | Cack It". He wants to find his friend Amir another best pal
and he wants to seduce Michelle Malloy. Dylan, Amir, who is autistic, and Michelle, who has oppositional
defiant disorder, all attend a specia school in Scotland and are used to prejudice and bullying on aregular
basis.

When Mr. Dog Bites was nominated for the Carnegie Medal last year. A British award that recognizes
outstanding new books for children or young adults. It has caused a bit of a stir due to the language used.
Yes, thereisa LOT of profanity in this book, which has put off some readers. | thought it made the



characters and the setting very realistic (I don't mean that in any negative or offending way about Scotland or
young people). To me, it sounded authentic and | wasn't bothered by it.

Brian Conaghan draws on his own experience as a Tourette's sufferer and tackles quite alot of topicsin this
relatively short story. Amir is a Pakistani who constantly faces racism. There is disability, bullying, abuse,
(step-)parenting and single parenting, sex, the list goes on....

If you take the target audience for thisto be young people, then | think it had the right depth.

Dylan was areally likable character who stood up for his friend Amir. Dylan's obsession with Cockney
rhyming slang was endearing and | loved listening to this on audio. But | didn't feel Dylan was portrayed
consistently. There was alot of switching between being quite mature and then completely childlike, more
like aten-year-old. He doesn't pick up on alot of ‘clues and remarks that are being made, akin to somebody
who is on the autism spectrum. The storyline about his Dad was so obvious | found it difficult to believe a
16-year-old wouldn't start to question things.

Overal though, this was atouching and at times funny story about friendships, families, and diversity which
| quite enjoyed.

3.5 dtars.

Caroline says

When Mr Dog Bitesis a challenging read because the very first thing you notice, even on the cover, isthe
bad language. And this has put some people off and some people have felt that they don't want to let their
Carnegie shadowersread it. And at first | was startled and upset by the language - the racist language in
particular. And then | began to see the protagonist, Dylan Mint, properly. What you come to realise that
Dylan has Tourettes, and the language that comes out of his mouth - but mostly runs through his head - is
involuntary. What is more, Dylan absolutely hates the fact that it does - he is a gentle and sensitive boy who
istrying to get hisfirst girlfriend. But how can he, when every time he tries to talk to her these words come
out of hismouth? His best friend Amir is racially abused by other boysin the school - nasty racist bullying;
yet when Dylan says these words sometimes Amir ignores him as he knows they do not come from Dylan's
heart. And thisisthe crux of the story. We need aso to see Dylan behind the smokescreen of his language; to
see the real boy who is desperate to be heard and known for who he is rather than what you hear. And when
you see thereal Dylan you find alovely boy, and the language is just something that happensto him, not
who heisat all. A powerful book speaking about the nature of disability and the importance of seeing the
real person inside. Y ou will need to choose the readers you give the book to, but you should still stock it on
your shelves.

C.G. Drewssays

| picked this one up because | wanted to learn more about Tourette Syndrome and...I'm really glad | read it
even though | waslike COMPLETELY LOST half thetime. | still learnt aLOT and it wasreally well
done, | think. (Also going to shoo you towards this short Tourette Syndrome interview from a group of kids
that | saw recently which was entirely awesome.)

It'swritten in a bit of a bizarre style?? Almost like the protagonist, Dylan Mint, has kind of his own
language. And | GET THAT. Because | suspect he has alearning disability on top of the Tourettes. He went
to a special needs school aswell and had alot of Autistic symptoms too (he took alot of things very literally



for instance). He also has black-out-meltdowns, tics and twitches and combusts into uncontrollable swearing
when he's anxious. So do take that into account while reading. He won't be acting like the average 16 year
old boy because of these elements and he comes off quite younger. Realistic? | think absolutely yes. Did it
make the book still kind of hard to read? Absolutely yes.

Wowee zowee plus twelve! She had new Adidas hight-tops on. Wizard of Oz red ones. How
cool was that? Bought for her first day back, no doubt. | dug her black tights and wee black
skirt combo too. Michelle Malloy knew her onions when it came to clobber. | bet she'd have
given that Gok Wan arun for hisloolaa. She looked like one of those girls off E4.

| HAVE NO IDEA WHAT ANY OF THAT MEANSBTW.

| did like how the Tourettes was woven into the story. So | learn alot sans info-dumps and it was natural.
The story isn't just Dylan Has Tourettes. It's about family and first-love and best friends and bullying and
bucket lists and finding coping mechanisms.

Alsojust: HURRAH FOR DISABILITY REPRESENTATION!! Dylan also has abest friend who is
Pakistani and has Autism, and then Dylan has Tourettes and OCD and (suspected) learning disability.

| was kind of not keen on several aspectsthough. Including:

« the romance (!?? like can it be called that?!) is FAR TOO FAST and it wasjust...I didn't think it was
realistic at all

« there are two big plot twists which | guessed, literally, within the first 20-pages. So that's awkward.

* it wasn't consistent with the swearing...like one minute they'd cut something off at the F or use ** to block
something out and the next they'd throw the same word in simple as anything. Like, dude, be consistent.
Swear or don't.

* | NEVER like it when a character's ultimate goal in lifeis sex. Like, dude. No.

Speaking of the swearing: it isn't over thetop. Like | expected pages flung with F-bombs. But, eh. I've
read Y A books with more swearing than this.

ALL INALL: I did enjoy thisone!! And | think it was eye-opening and | really felt invested in Dylan's
story. It wastold in asimplistic tone and, like | said, #confusing narrative at times. But it was completely
different to what I've been reading lately, ergo interesting. OH AND IT'SSET IN IRELAND. And I'm really
glad | know alot more about the struggles of living with Tourettes. I'm about to trot off and read Jerk,
California now (also about Tourettes) and compare them.

Kelly (and the Book Boar) says

Find all of my reviews at: http://52bookminimum.blogspot.com/
3.5 Stars
A month or so ago an article appeared that said: “ Read whatever you want. But you should feel embarrassed

when what you’ re reading was written for children.” Upon reading those words, something happened inside
of me...



Angry Pandagot angry . . .

really fucking angry.

The author of the article then proceeded to namedrop severa “classics’ that grown-ups should read rather
than YA, which proved to me that she’s 100% pure asshole. Sure, it’'s great to read selections from the “ Top
100 Books Before You Cack It” list, but there's also been some decent stuff written in the last century or that
didn't win a Pulitzer.

WTF difference does it make what a person choosesto read? Unless I’ m using your credit card for my
Amazon one-clickery-addiction (credit card numbers gladly accepted via private message), it’s nun-ya-
damn-bidness. As a parent of a child who is firaly getting into reading, there’ s nothing like sitting down
(withno T.V., or cell phone or video games), and talking about a book we both read.

Grown-ups read Y A because the writing is so different from what was available when we were kids. Today’s
books for young adults aren’'t the Judy Blume (no offense to the lovely Ms. Blume) stories we grew up
reading. Y es, there are the Twilights and Divergents and Mortal Instruments, etc., etc. that haters are going to
hate on, but there’ s also books with heart and soul that push the envelope of “YA”. Books like When Mr.
Dog Bites.

Dylan Mint may be 16, but he's not your average teenager.

Thisisthe story of what happened in Dylan’ s life when he thought he only had afew months to live. How he
decided that he was “ready to take no shit.” How he planned on running up to the lovely Michelle Malloy
and saying: “Hiya, Michelle. How was your summer, babe?’ And how, in reality, he'd probably say
something more like “YOU’RE A SLUT NEW-BAG WHORE PEG-LEG, MICHELLE MALLOY” thanks
to his Tourette's. How he deals with attending his school, Drumhill, which is “like the scene from the bar in
Sar Wars [with] mentalists cutting about, talking bonkerinos to each other or themselves.”

And how, even though he' s just ateenager, he aready knows the Beatles is the best band ever. (Hear that
son? It s not Kanye West and it never will be.)

Dylan’s story isn't just for kids. It's“amayonnaise-ing,” and deep, and heartwarming, and hilarious, and
most of all it teaches every reader, no matter their age, an important lesson .. . .

No matter what | read I’ m still probably afairly shitty person, but at least I’ m a shitty person who READS.
Grown-ups, young adults, children —don’t EVER let anyone tell you that what you are reading is wrong. If
you'rereading at all you’ re doing okay.

/end rant



Stephanie (Stepping out of the Page) says

When Mr Dog Bitesis arather difficult book for meto review. | should start by saying that | didn't know all
that much about this book before | started reading - | only read the blurb, and | haven't read anything by this
author before. From that alone, | was excited to get started. | loved the sound of this contemporary Y A read.

| love reading about real life issues, so reading about a teenager growing up with Tourette's was definitely
something that appealed to me and | was interested in how well the subject would be portrayed. Our
protagonist, Dylan, also believes heis going to die soon and so | was also interested in seeing what he found
most important and what he had on his bucket list. Dylan soon takes action and attempts to win his best
friend, Amir, anew pal, and hopes to seduce Michelle Malloy into having sex with him. Alongside that
storyline, another issue which is explored throughout the book is Dylan's relationship with his parents,
particularly with hisfather. | found the whole 'revelation’ to be extremely predictable, but it did add another
slightly more sensible issue to the book, which | thought was appropriate.

When Mr Dog Bitesis a strange book to review, because even days after reading it, I'm not sure how | feel
about it and | think that it may divide readers. | think the book was okay, it was enjoyable, because | was laid
back and relaxed about the issues and situations discussed. There is probably quite alot of parts of this book
that people will take offence to - mocking of disability, racist slursfor example, but rather thisis something
that gives the story some authenticity, some realism and admittedly, it does add some humour. Conaghan
certainly isn't shy in regards to approaching some of those more dightly controversial issues and casually
throwing them out into the open. There is quite alot of profanity in the book, and at points it sometimes
unfortunately did feel quite forced, making reading alittle tiresome. However, it can't be denied that these
things are also what made the characters more real and in the end, more likeable. Despite not particularly
liking Dylan's attitude or outlook at the beginning, | did feel like | really knew him by the end of the book
and yes, | could understand him and his feelings more.

Overal, thisisabook that | think that will be successful, aslong as the potential readers are laid back and
aren't going to over analyseit. It's not an ideal book to review, because | don't think it's some sort of
masterpiece, nor isit trying to be. This book seems like an attempt to make readers open up towards some
issues that probably shouldn't be so stigmatised in the first place, which can only be a good thing.




