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Yara Hatem says

| came across this book in my aunt's husband library and being born and raised in Jeddah,KSA | picked it up
with tons of suspicious thoughts about having an American "dude” judge and talk about one of my fav.
placesin the world. But then as | started the book, | found that Seymour Gray was very very fair and he
reflected the life back then init's truest form. | then kept on reading with great excitement, for the fact that |
learned alot of things | didn't know before about the history of the country and it's establishment story.

Knowing the current state of the country and then reading this book, gives you the pleasure of watching
history unfolds.

| think that the book is very truthful, and that itself made me think highly of it regardless of any other fact. It
takes you into the whole royalty family dilemma and how ridicules they can be and how some things just

never change.

Here isthe book cover which isjust beautiful!

Asmaa says
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Rewaa says

Thebook isnice, | liked it .. .. After | finished this book, thereis one thing that | can tell; saudi thoughts will
never gonnachange .. ..

Ryan Bukhari says
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Sarah says
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L ouise says

Thisis an extraordinary view of the people of Saudi Arabiain the early 1980's as their country was just
opening up. Since that time there have been anumber of books with the very same title. There have been
other books that focused on wealthy families or academic and specific issues. This one stands out because
Dr. Gray met and wrote about people at all ends of the social scale at atime when Saudi Arabiawas just
emerging from seclusion.

As adoctor he saw people at their most intimate moments, birth, illness, death, in mourning and at the
happiness of being cured. His patients were grateful inviting him to their homes be they pal aces, mud huts or
tents. He saw both male and femal e aspects of marriage from proposal to wedding. His patients confided
their hopes, fears and intimacies. Besides engaging Saudis patients the good doctor spent time with Aramco
pioneers and the male and femal e expats on the hospital staff. He tells the intriguing stories of their
accomplishments, expectations and experiencesin Saudi Arabia.

Dr. Gray has captured aplacein time. It is atime when wealthy Saudis were beginning to take a chance on
science in the face of backlash from conservative religious leaders. (The hospital could close if they cannot
save thelife of aprince.) He captures a culture, how men and women thrive, wither and cope. He sees this



culture from the bottom up and the top down and makes many friends along the way.

| got this book at my local public library. | see that used copies can be had for 3 centson Amazon. Thisisa
wonderful book. While a 2010 sequel is called for by some new member of the hospital staff, this book is
worth your time and certainly your money.

Christy says

A travel memoir from a doctor who lived in Saudi Arabiain the 80s. It's alittle out of date, but still
fascinating and a quick read. The author was afriend of Katherine Hepburn's.

Lynn says

Great for understanding the Iranian culture and the medical field.

D.A.M says

Huda AlAbri says
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Debbie says

amazing.

Khansa says



M7md Alghanmi says
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Ohud says

| am not going to lie, | enjoyed it. To be honest, the author is alittle bit cocky; alot of thingsin Saudi was
not up to his standards! He could not handle it in the desert very well and brought a translator with him
everywhere so he could communicate with people lol. However, | liked how he would explain and describe
things very precisely, he would tell you everything about his patient from her height to her features before
letting you know what she told him! Gray wrote everything about everything. | am surprised by the accuracy
of captured details and for that | gave this book five stars.




