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Kajori says

The best Traveloguetill date by any author from the Indian sub-continent.

Raihan Sultan says
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This book is recognized as the first successful travel book. Here Syed Mujtaba Ali described his experience
of Afghanistan travel. His witty writing and superb sense of humor keeps you reading through the book. We
get aglimpse of the history and politics of Afghanistan. The colorful cast of charactersthat come into the
author's life make the book all the more interesting. The simple minded Abdur Rahman |leaves a great
impression on not only the author himself but also on the reader's heart.

Prithvi Shams says

Syed Muztaba Ali's memoir on Afghanistan is rich with scholarship, flavoured with the perfect dose of
humor. The human side of Afghanistan, a country ravaged by violence of man and nature since time
immemorial, acquires flesh and blood in his words. Muztaba Ali accomplishes the herculean task of atravel
writer of nurturing interest in aforeign culture without being judgemental. Thisis something the writers of
our supposedly enlightened times often lack.

Smitha says

My first non fiction on Afghanistan history and geopolitical situation and its relationship with British India
in the early 20th century. Learnt alot. Am impressed with the author's writing, but didn't enjoy the latter half
of the book much, as | don't much like reading about revolutions, rebellions and the day today political,
minutiae.

Moreover, | hated the way Syed treated his more -than -faithful Afghan Man Friday, Abdur Rahiman
towards the end.

Came to know more about the British atrocities perpetuated in the Indian subcontinent during that era.

Allin all, avery educational and enlightening travelogue, but | would have preceded a lighter read than this



sugar coated hitter pill.

the relatively low rating is solely based upon my personal preferences, perhaps it would be higher if | could
critically evaluate and rate this book.

Hossain M ohammad says

Syed Mujtaba Ali gave an account of Afghanistan during one of many of it's turbulent periods. However, his
version being so vivid and punctuated by humor made it such ajoy to read! | wish | was acquainted with his
work earlier.

Syeda Lammim says
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Muhammad Kamruzzaman says
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Kumar Anshul says

This book is tranglation of the Bengali travelogue "Deshe Bideshe" written by Syed Mujtaba Ali, a Bengali
Muslim scholar from Shantiniketan and a disciple and student of Tagore, when he went to Afghanistan in
1927-29 to teach at the Kabul University.

An extremely interesting account, full of folklores, poems and anecdotes, this makes up for an extremely
satisfying read. Ali went to Afghanistan when it was at the crux of amajor political upheaval- Abdication of
the liberal King Amanullah , who was overthrown by the bandit leader Bacha-e-Sagao. The author has taken
great interests in describing the demeanor and daily life of Pathans and other Afghans and it is a painful
account too of how the country suffered after Amanullah was overthrown.

Onething that really baffled me was the intricate knowledge of the author about Hindu Mythology and
history, the references of which he keeps giving every here and there. But then | realized that he studied in
Bengal, the epitome of Education and Secularism during that time (No wonder he shifted back to Indiafrom
his hometown Dhaka post partition).

We all have known Afghanistan during the Taliban era (thanks to the media, Bin Laden and Khaled
Hosseini). This book will take you back to the era when Afghanistan was "Independent Afghanistan” (while
Indiawas British India) and give you the first hand account of this arid, cold and unfortunate country.

A Must Read!

Nawrin Boshra says

***A5 Starsk**
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Towkir Ahmmed Rigan says

YIXX? DD D0 000 707 D777 0777070 20707 777707 0 0777 207 PN 0770 077 DN 07700 0077 7777 777777

IRV INNVINN VIR IR IINR N VI VIRV N 7777777
YXXXIX? P00 2 D000 P VXXX 70007770 D007 D207 D707 20707 DN D077 9070000700777 7?7



PIXN? XX X0V 707070 P70, D720 0007020972 N0 707N 70972 0707070 IR0 N0 7007077070077

DI D200 27007 770 D777 P 2770707 77707 77777 777

Agniva says

Just awesome one... peeking into the magics of (A)faghanistan.... the descriptions the violence...and lastly
muallim sahab's experience at the graveyard of babur badshah...and the wonderful abdur rahman...and many
things more to enchant the reader... a voyage packed with history and modern times....

I hsan says

Bias Disclaimer - The author is a"grandparent” of mine.

There'stwo things | really loved about this book - the character devel opment of some of the characters
(Abdur Rahman especially) & the description of Afghanistan. Both were wonderful.

The plot was alittle thin for the first half of the book, but it picks up in the second half.

Redlly enjoyable read, but | cannot call it a masterpiece. Doesn't blow me away enough.

Sabbir Ahmed says
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