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Victor Hugo a écrit d'admirables poèmes, il a écrit d'admirables romans et d'admirables drames ; mais, pour
nous, son oeuvre capitale - quand le bourreau aura été chassé -, ce sera d'avoir aidé à chassé ce bourreau.
Il y a quelque chose de plus grand qu'un grand poète ou un grand romancier, c'est un sage. Il y a quelque
chose de plus beau, de plus enviable que l'imagination, c'est le coeur.
Hugo réinvente son art pour servir la plus noble des causes. Qui est-il, ce condamné ? Quel crime a-t-il
commis ? Nous ne le saurons pas. De la main, de la plume, il suffit qu'il nous conduise vers son avenir
immédiat. Comment penser l'homme quand l'homme décide de la mort de l'homme ?
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From Reader Review Le Dernier jour d'un condamné - Claude
Gueux - L'Affaire Tapner for online ebook

Luci says

Victor Hugo se montre excéllent comme d'habitude. Sa caractéristique façon d'écrire brille, sans avoir besoin
d'un argument compliqué ou des personnages farfelus. Son combat contre la peine de mort est admirable,
surtout étant donné l'époque à laquelle l'auteur a vécu: le XIX è s. en France.

Yann says

Prenez garde. L'avenir approche. Vous croyez vivant ce qui est mort et vous croyez mort ce qui est vivant. La
vieille société est debout, mais morte, vous dis-je. Vous vous êtes trompés. Vous avez mis la main dans les
ténèbres sur le spectre et vous en avez fait votre fiancée. Vous tournez le dos à la vie; elle va tout à l'heure se
lever derrière vous. Quand nous prononçons ces mots, progrès, révolution, liberté, humanité, vous souriez,
hommes malheureux, et vous nous montrez la nuit où nous sommes et où vous êtes. Vraiment, savez-vous ce
que c'est que cette nuit? Apprenez-le, avant peu les idées en sortiront énormes et rayonnantes. La
démocratie, c'était hier la France; ce sera demain l'Europe. L'éclipse actuelle masque le mystérieux
agrandissement de l'astre.
11 février 1854

MickaHinanui Cauchois says

superbe texte, pourquoi s'évertue t-on à dire la langue de Molière au lieu de la langue de Victor Hugo ?

Cheyenne says

My favourite book since I read it (about 7 years ago). I have read it at least once a year since then.
Mon livre préféré depuis que je l'ai lu (il y a un peu près 7 ans). Depuis, je le lis au moins une fois par an.

Tom says

Likely to have had an impact at the time, and written with the mandatory flair and self-pity. Yet not as
gripping today as it was before.

Kimisse says

bon drame juridique traité avec beaucoup d imagination...



Izzy says

http://booklovers-bookclub.blogspot.c...
To describe Hugo's "last day of a condemned man" in few words, I would say that this is a historically
important book. I would not recommend it for anyone but I insist that it is a must meaning that upon reading
it one thinks about many things that otherwise would not necessarily cross the mind.

This is not a biography of someone in particular nor just a journey retracing the last day of a prisoner
sentenced to death. This book rather highlights the needy greedy details of the process of death sentence
execution in the 19th century. The journey starts at the court and stops (Not ends) at the Guillotine. Nothing
out of the ordinary here you would say? I beg to differ. This book is different because its aim was to change
people's attitude regarding death sentence given that at the time of its publication, death sentence was a
commonly accepted event, even a popular one that attracted people who used to gather on these occasions to
watch prisoners being beheaded as if attending a show! It is scary to think that nowadays, after all this time,
such practices still occur in some parts of the world and that even some religious fanatics are demanding
their governments to reconsider legalizing public executions!!! This is just atrocious in my opinion for I am a
fervent opposant to death sentence because I cannot grasp the logic that justifies people's right to take out
another's life. And I am not at all going to comment on the public execution nonsense!!!
The strength of this book comes from the way it was written i.e. in a diary-like form that actually takes you
through the last thoughts, feelings and worries of the every day, hour and minute of the life of a prisoner
"heading" towards the Guillotine (heading! :D, I am sorry, I could not help it!). Now what is more interesting
in this book I believe is that what we learn about the prisoner does not make him different at all from any
other average Joe in his society. He has a family and family issues, a job and business worries and most
importantly a daughter that is everything to this dad. You do not feel that this man deserves such a sentence.
You will also find it hard to imagine that this "nice" guy who is being locked in a cell that has witnessed
before him the passage of the cruelest criminals deserves a similar sentence. But then again, this guy might
have also been worst than all the criminals before him. Hugo intentionally does not let us know what was
this guy's crime or wether he is innocent because for him it is not important the only thing that matters is that
a human remains a human and no one deserves to suffer this way. You might agree or disagree on the proper
crime punishment method it doesn't matter but at least upon reading this book you will forever remember
that regardless of the crime all humans are alike and you realize that everyone (and I mean everyone
including you and I) could end up like the prisoner of this book did meaning on the other side of the bars and
be judged instead of judging.

Now to finish, what I enjoyed the most in this book was that Hugo made me aware of the notion of time day
by day, hour by hour and minute by minute. We all know time is precious even though we don't always act
upon it but for me this is the first book that made me aware and worried about my time and time quality.

Lyne says

Récit dénonçant la peine de mort.

C'est un monologue interne racontant les mésaventures de cette personne, dont on ne connaîtra jamais ni son



nom, ni le fait incriminé qui l'a conduit à la guillotine. Le monologue est parfois entrecoupé de réflexions
angoissées (souffrances morales et physiques quotidiennes, conditions de vie en tant que prisonnier, ses états
d'âme) ainsi que de souvenirs d'avant le crime.

Dénonciation sociale qui n'est, à mon avis, pas toujours intéressante, écrit de manière relativement
pompeuse, mais l'histoire est rapidement lue. Drame juridique avec beaucoup d'imagination!


