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In this fresh and funny teen mystery, seventeen-year-old Millie joins forces with her classmate, gorgeous but
mysterious Chase Albright, to try to find out who murdered Coach Killdare.

Putting the dead in deadline

To Bee or not to Bee? When the widely disliked Honeywell Stingers football coach is found murdered, 17-
year-old Millie is determined to investigate. Sheis chasing alead for the school newspaper - and looking to
clear her father, the assistant coach, and prime suspect.

Millie's partner is gorgeous, smart-and keeping secrets
Millie joins forces with her mysterious classmate Chase who seemsto want to help her even while covering
up secrets of his own.

She's starting to get areputation...without any of the benefits.

Drama-and bodies-pile up around Millie and she chases clues, snuggles Baxter the so-ugly-he's-adorable
bassett hound, and storms out of the world's most awkward school dance/memorial mash-up. At least she
getsto eat alot of pie.

Best-selling author Beth Fantaskey's funny, fast-paced blend of Clueless and Nancy Drew is a suspenseful
page-turner that is the best time a reader can have with buried weapons, chicken clocks, and a boy who only
watches gloomy movies...but somehow makes Millie smile. Bee-lieveit.

Pair with Fantaskey's best-selling Jessica's Guide to Dating on the Dark Side.
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From Reader Review Buzz Kill for online ebook

Jenelle says

Do not read this book.
LISTEN toit.

Some of the featured reviews here are pretty negative, and based on those, | didn't expect much. But now,
after finishing the book and rereading those reviews, | think the audio version is what made this work for me.

While the characters are pretty standard, the narrator, Erin Moon, manages to give them that needed bresth
of life. She has agreat "teen" voice-over, er, voice, and differentiates characters in an over the top way
reminiscent of cartoon comedy. Beth Fantaskey tends to write high school only half seriously, and as many
incidents and situations in the story are pretty ridiculous, the silly delivery makes it mockingly tongue in
cheek.

In other words, it'sa FARCE.

Now, let metell you something else- this book had two of the typical teen tropesthat | normally get alittle
irritated with:

--The artsy/hipster/quirky/beatnik protagonist (I even have a shelf for it here on Goodreads).

-- Poorly concealed, nerdy-reader flattery (where obscure knowledge, an insatiable reading habit, and
grammatical correctness are part of what makes the mc and love interest awesome).

| guess they just usually feel disingenuousto me.

But again, Fantaskey tweaks the stereotype to make Millie seem alittle more authentic than your typical
mani c-pixie type because she's also awkwardly, and sometimes endearingly, dorky. She's kind of smart and
clever but also kind of ditsy and impulsive. She's almost mediocre but also difficult to describe. In the book,
sheisreferred to as"...unique” (not just ‘unique’, but 'dot dot dot unique’). She uses "dur" and " obstreperous’
in the same conversation. She reads books and magazines about philosophy but just as often refers to Nancy
Drew. In fact, she patterns many of her actions, both in her investigation and her personal life, with the
pragmatic teen sleuth in a pencil skirt (Millie wears a shirt with an old stain on a " not-a-date").

And the audio narrator playsthisal perfectly! Example:

"Most girls,...ok, including myself, were probably attracted to Chase's appearance. For example, the way his
butt looked in the Levi's he was wearing that evening. A sight that was nothing short of perfection.

BUT. It was how Chase could toss off aword like 'sacrosanct’, out of the blue?, that really made my tongue
hang out as | followed behind him....A guy with avocabulary-- talk about hot."

Y ou can practically hear Erin Moon drooling as she readsit!

Anyway, it's comical, but not comedy gold, just as the book is nowhere near a shining example of YA
fiction. It's better than average, though, and even has afew pearls of wisdom I'd like to share:



1. Describing the girls at the school formal as all looking 30 while the boys uniformly looked 13.

2. Explaining her lack of extra-curricular activities, "I'm saving my energy for adulthood, Chase. | plan to
start ramping it up in my 20's and be a huge success by age 30. | honestly think the rest of you are peaking
WAY too soon."

3. Really nailing the whole deal with teenagers, "That stuff he had gone through had obviously given him a
capacity for empathy | didn't think my other classmates had yet. Even Laura and Ryan, who understood me
pretty well, didn't get pain the way | thought Chase did."

The'yet' in that last one really hit me. It doesn't minimalize teen drama, but shows that it's part of the natural
path to adulthood. And what makes you an adult? Empathy appears to be part of it.

I know it's good when books make you think, but sometimes, it's also good to spell it out in the meantime.

Tawnie says

"Fresh & funny" is definitely a stretch. | will admit, I'm not finished this book, but | seriously doubt that it
matters.

This book is about a high school senior - who acts & talks like she'sin middle school. Sheislazy, awkward
& hasa"bulldog nose" | still haven't figured out the latter.

What | keep wondering throughout this book is: how has this girl made it to her senior year in HS? She

must be a school with ano zeros policy because | have no idea how it could happen otherwise.

I think the biggest flaw in this book is the believability of it al. It reads like a book that was written by
someone who hasn't finished high school - but imagines what it would be like if they did.

Thewordslike "gosh" "crud" & "bleeping" take away from the story, why not leave out the need for those
words at al? | do not agree with the reviewer who said: all teenagers swear. Every teenager doesn't swear,
but | have never heard a 17 year old say "gosh & crud”, with the possible exception of Anafrom FSoG -
maybe Millie & Anaarerelated - who knows.

I think this book would have worked much better if it was marketed for pre teens & teens, ages 11-15. And it
definitely should not have taken place in a high school setting, a middle school would have been much more
believable.

Save your time, and don't bother reading this book. If you want to read about ayoung sleuth in a series that
actualy 1S fresh & funny, read the Gilda Joyce series by Jennifer Allison.




Alex says

2.5 stars

Thiswasn't aterrible book, but there was definitely something off about it. It was a cute book - even with
murder thrown in! - but it was also pretty digjointed most of the time.

Millie is supposed to be a high school senior, yet she sounds like she is about 14 years old. | found myself
spending more time wondering how on earth she has made it this far in school (she'sin an Advanced French
class but can't speak aword of the language, for instance) than | did wondering who the killer might be.
Millie's "archenemy" Vivienne was aridiculous caricature of avillain, and | half expected to find her
twirling her mustache while cackling madly at one point. She was just too over-the-top to be believable.

Throw in an insta-love, two useless best friends who add nothing to the plot, and nonsensical references to
Nancy Drew sprinkled throughout, and you get the gist of this book. Also, what was up with some of the
chapters literally being a page (or less!) long? It distracted me every time because there was no reason to end
achapter, start a new one with just one paragraph, and then end it and start a new chapter yet again. It was
realy, really annoying.

I know it sounds like | hated this book but | didn't. Honestly, the problem really is that this book should have
been set in amiddle school and targeted for younger readers, because it was just too squeaky clean and
simplistic to be about high school seniors. I'm aimost wondering if the author intentionally wrote it that way
to mimic the Nancy Drew stories that Millie used to read, but | think that's giving too much credit.

Sheyenne says

WARNING:SPOILERS

Thisstory wasreally cute. It started off kind of slow but | actually liked it more than | expected to.
Millicent Ostermeyer maybe alittle nutty but she's very brave.

Coach Killdare or Hollerin' Hank asthe kids call him has been murdered! And what's strange is that
just ayear before Millie came up with alist of suspects of who would murder him. Since her dad happensto
be one of the suspects and not just for her for everyone else Millicent decided to figure out who murdered
coach Killdare. And of course she gets help from a dreamy guy.

But thisdreamy guy has a pretty serious past that he doesn't want to get out. Not only does Millie have
to deny her feelings for Chase Albright while solving a murder case. But she also doesn't know if she can
trust him.

| really loved Millie even though she was a bit selfish at times. She wanted to solve the murder and prove
that her dad was innocent. But she did alot of things without thinking about how it would affect others.

Chase was actually kinda boring. But | thought he and Milli€'s relationship was cute. I'm glad they ended
up together and he was kind of free from his past.



Overall thiswas a cute and fun read. If you love YA and need a break from all theintensecrap try this
book!

Nasty Lady MJ says

To seefull review click visit Howdy YAL.

Disclaimer: | do not own Sherlock Holmes. The original or the BBC adaptation. | am merely using the
character and characters from the series to illustrate just how stupid Buzz Kill is.

Sherlock: Bored. Bored. Bored.

Watson (Rolls eyes): Don't start shooting things.

Sherlock: Well, what am | supposed to do? There' s nothing interesting to do around here. All the cases
we've gotten lately have been so typical. Five second solvers. | need something new. Something challenging.

Watson: Well, we did get a particular interesting email this morning wondering just why Y A mysteries suck
and have killed Nancy Drew.

Sherlock: Are you serious? The teenage detective dead. This could be interesting.

Watson: Well, yeah. Want to take a shot at it?

Sherlock: | guess since there’ s nothing else interesting to do....do you have a Y A mystery for me to dissect.
Watson: Actually, | do. Buzz Kill by Beth Fantaskey

Sherlock reads book. Screaming can be heard from outside of 21 B Baker Street.

And now, the real mystery can be explored. What book would make Sherlock Holmes go insane.

That would be Buzz Kill.

Or redlly, to be honest, alot of these Y A mysteries that are out there these days. | don’t get it, this concept
should befairly easy to execute. Several people have executed it properly before, but now it just seems that
YA iskilling any love | have for contemporary mysteries.

Buzz Kill though, it probably has to be one of the worst ones that | have had the displeasure of reading. Oh,
yeah, Killing Ruby Rose was bad. But I'll give that one some slack because at least there was an attempt to
sort of flesh out the characters. Sort of being the objective word. | think with this particular novel, Fantaskey
just thought having a character with the dimensions of a bad kiddie cartoon character was perfectly fine.
It’s not.

It's not funny. It’s not amusing. It’ s just annoying.

| really couldn’t stand Millie. While she was supposed to be this kick ass reporter she came off more or less



like a spoiled child that had to get her way all the time. She was annoying. And just plain stupid. And was a
slut sammer. Nancy Drew would not be impressed.

While I'm sure she solved the crime (though | didn’t find out since | gave up on the book) she should've
been dead at least five times since the book started. She was just moronic and | couldn’t figure out how she
had a social life, let alone was fairly popular at her school.

Her love interest was just as big as a dweeb. I'm sorry, | get that Fantaskey was trying to give Lover Boy a
troubled past, but having him hit people with his car while he was drunk and high on drugs. No. Just no. | get
that people make mistakes, but unless the story was done really well (which iswasn’t here) that’ s going to
give meick vibesfor persona reasons. Plus, he seemed to get off ridiculoudly easy too.

Victoria says

First off, | am afan of Beth Fantaskey’ s writing style and could not wait to get my hands on Buzz Kill. To
date, | have absolutely enjoyed each and every one of her books.

This fun mystery is a humor-filled cliff-hanger that keeps you guessing right up to the very end. Like the
game Clue, | found myself constantly guessing who did it with what weapon and in what place.

Millie, our spunky, wit-filled teen journalist and narrator, captures our attention with her comical ability to
deal with painful issues with bravery, humor, and atouch of vulnerability. Though guilty of having a
sometimes negative view of herself, Millie meets every obstacle with determination using the Nancy Drew
books and her own intelligence as her guide into solving the murder of Coach Killdare. With help from the
new quarterback Chase, who is almost as big a mystery to her as the murder sheistrying to solve, Millie
grows closer to unraveling amystery and begins to heal from the loss of her mother’ s death.

Fantaskey’ s characters are engaging, embodying courage as they deal with heavy topics and are as
captivating as the mystery itself.

As mentioned before, | am afan of Beth Fantaskey’ s work, and Buzz Kill more than meets expectations. |
recommend this book to all teenagers and adults who love a quirky, intriguing mystery!

Natalie Walton says

| desperately wanted to enjoy this book. | really did. | love mysteries, especially of the teen fiction variety, so
everything in me wanted this book to be good.

But it really, really wasn't.

The main character is supposed to be in high school, but her narration made her sound like she was
permanently in sixth grade. There was atotal of, | believe, one curse word in the entire book. High schoolers



use profanity - and alot of it too. At one point, there are starsto block out language. Stars. In placement of
letters. In a published book. But to sum up, the fact that Millie is a senior was nearly impossible. She was
just dorky and awkward and not in a cute way.

And her partner, Chase, was only slightly more bearable than Millie. | liked the whole mysterious-cutie
angle, but he was cracked so easily. For a person who apparently didn't say much to anyone, he told Milliea
shit ton of stuff really, really quickly. He just seemed like this troubled kid who in reality would've had zero
patience for someone like Millie. She'simmature and had a really uncomfortable kink for Chase's
intelligence. | like aguy who's smart as much as the next girl, but she really beat the horse dead on that one.

On a semi-sweet note, the only thing that really bothered me about this book were the characters. While the
characters are a huge deal, the plot itself kept me around. Sure, | needed something to read and thisis all |
had around, but it wasn't that bad. The plot was good and | liked the misdirection that happened throughoui.
It most definitely was not solved early on, which | was thankful for. And | was also thankful for the twists
thrown in every once and awhile. Without them, | probably would've just put the book down and never
picked it up again.

Then again, | probably won't pick it up again any time soon regardless.

It was agood try, Fantaskey, but high school does not seem to suit your quirky writing style well.

Joy Smith says

Millie Ostermeyer's senior year is arollercoaster ride full of angst, attraction to the aloof quarterback,
classroom and classmate problems--and murder. Millieis rebellious and intelligent.

The story begins with her attempts to investigate the football coach's murder, and while she'snot a
stereotyped teenager, | thought she was at first, but the story begans to unfold with deeper issues. There'sa
reason for the mysterious classmate and quarterback's withdrawal from everything except football; and then
she has to deal with her father's relationship with "her” librarian. And then her father is suspected of murder;
Millie hasto cope with that, her up and down relationship with Chase, the quarterback, especialy when she
learns what his secret is; and her father's arrest....

There are bullies too, including a jealous classmate and the inept and obnoxious policeman. (‘Course Millie
and Chase do keep finding the murder victims.)

We learn more about the background of the characters--and understand them more even as Millie beginsto.
It'sagood story and agood mystery; | like Millie. Sheis not perfect, but she's fun and confident--and anice
change from too many heroines, though she had alot to learn... Recommended.

Maria V. Snyder says

Thisisagreat mystery book! The main character, Millie has a very strong voice throughout the story and
there's plenty of intrigue and drama.



¥ x Shannonv Loving Like Woe x "*: says

3.5 Stars.
I won this for free through Goodreads First Reads.

I have been an avid fan of Ms. Fantaskey ever since | discovered Jessica's Guide to Dating on the Dark Side
back in '10. | loved her sharp, witty writing, her amazing development in terms of characters and romance,
especially Jessicaand Lucius. However, | sadly can't say the exact same thing for Buzzkill. | know |
shouldn't compare the two since they are different except for the school setting and the typical more perky
girl/brooding guy pairing but | couldn't help notice while reading almost identical scenes from Jessica's
Guide.

The bright cover and synopsis might give off the vibe of an quirky and light-hearted story, despite the
murder mystery aspect. But it's actually hasit's share of serious, touching and surprising moments yet | felt
something lacking, the usual spark that | find and love in her books

| absolutely adore Millie and Chase's chemistry though, Their scenes together were really sweet and well
written and do show how talented Ms. Fantaskey is in the romance writing department.

The mystery was interesting and does keep you guessing but (hopefully it was just my ARC) the climax
build up wasn't properly executed, It just builds up and automatically cutsto the action that you feel like

someone tore the pages inbetween.

| also couldn't help but notice the book seemed to try too hard to be gay friendly. Especialy up to the
possibility of Coach Killdare being one.

Overadll, not an bad read.

Debbie Narh says

0.5 Stars

When | was younger, | hated reading. | really did, my mother forced me to stand in front of her and read to
her and it felt like a complete hassle to do it. Y et, this one series of books made all that bearable and
although wasn't the book that made me start loving books, it did help. Cam Jensen will forever be one of my
favourite protagonists and | see alot of similarities between that series and this book.

Buzz Kill should not be targeted towards young adults, it should be targeted towards middle schoolers
because that's the only time that realism is not needed in stories. The characters are al flat and boring.
They're cutouts of traits that are popular in Y A novels and thrown in to make an unbelievable cast. | hated



how they all are supposed to be adults or aimost adults yet they act like they're in elementary school with
their petty fights over who boys and assignments. Hell, no one even swears! Y ou cannot tell me that
teenagers don't swear because that isalie! | also had a problem with the romance is forced and typical
(confused girl is the only one who understands the beautiful broken boy) and not very realistic. Aside from
Millie's stupidity, there's no legit reason for why she wants to find the killer and her photographic memory
didn't add anything to the story.

I don't mind thrillers, | just have a hard time believing them especially when they involve high school
students. This book is made out to be quirky and corny but | just found it annoying and stupid. | only
recommend this if you enjoy No One Else Can Have Y ou by Kathleen Hale and enjoyed it alot because this
oneisalot like that. Under no other circumstance should this book be read because you will most likely fall

asleep.

Wendy says

"Buzz Kill"is an innovative and funny young adult murder-mystery that begins when seventeen year old
Millie Ostermeyer and the high school custodian find the unlikeable and loud-mouthed Honeywell Stingers
football coach in a storage room under the bleachers. When Vivienne Fitch, Millie's boss on the Honeywell
High Gazette and her arch-rival, targets her father as a chief suspect in the murder, she starts her own
investigation. What she doesn't expect is to be helped by the good-looking, but secretive star quarterback of
the football team. As Chase Albright and Millie begin to uncover clues, secrets are revealed and lives begin
to change.

With skilful dexterity Beth Fantaskey has created a modern-day Nancy Drew who's just as bold, capable and
independent as the fictional character which was created in the 1930°s and has evolved over six decades. But,
instead of being prim and proper, with awardrobe that includes pencil skirts, Honeywell High's super sleuth
wears sneakers, jeans and stained t-shirts. Woven into a well-written and fast-paced narrative filled with
secrets, mystery, drama and action are family relationships, romance,friendship and forgiveness. The
emotional intensity of the plot is often broken with laughter at Millie's feisty schemes, her verbal sparring
with Isabel and her emotional outbursts when she's with Chase.

The characters are well- developed and complex with al their flaws, faults and strengths. Millie Ostermeyer
aphilosophy lover whose goalsin life include winning another Pacemaker award and eating a big enough
steak to earn her aplace on Sir Loin's Wall of Fame s curious, sarcastic, overly impetuous and rebellious. In
stark contrast Vivienne Fitch, her nemesis and a self -absorbed cheerleader is small-minded, competitive,
nasty, and vindictive. Chase Albright, a mysterious, well-spoken and wealthy transfer student seems aloof,
arrogant and snobbish. Haunted by pain and guilt in his past, as Chase grows closer to Millie he changes
because of her trust and love. In personality Chase is very different from fellow football players like the
good-natured and friendly Ryan Ronin and the pompous bully Mike Price. But of al these notable characters
it isthe adorable, energetic, but smelly Chumly aka Baxter who captures your heart.

"Buzz Kill" is a suspense-filled pager turner from the beginning to its surprising conclusion. | enjoyed every
minute of the mystery at Honeywell High and recommend it highly. | truly hope there will be more
adventuresin the wind for Millie and Chase in the future.




Liviania says

Thetone of BUZZ KILL reminded me of NO ONE ELSE CAN HAVE YOU. It isboth chipper and dark.
Millie Ostermeyer, the heroine, is a school reporter who gets nosy after Coach Killdare is murdered. In many
books, there's amurder of anice person that then reveals their dark secrets. In BUZZ KILL, Coach Killdare
was hated, but his death reveals some good things about him.

BUZZ KILL ishard to put down, almost every chapter ending at a place designed to keep you reading. The
mystery keeps things moving, as does Millie herself. She's still struggling with her mom's death, in addition
to her attraction to Chase, the cute quarterback she spotted going into Coach Killdare's home after his death.
Before Millie had the mystery to capture her attention, she spent alot of time at the public library. She's not
up to speed on getting a boyfriend.

I'd be happy if BUZZ KILL got asequel (or two). It's very much in the vein of Nancy Drew mysteries, with a
plucky girl detective, afairly chaste romance, and clues popping up like daisies. Things really moveinto
gear once more bodies turn up, but the beginning of the book certainly isn't slow.

It'salso similar to Nancy Drew in that the girl detective herself is as much or more an attraction than the
actual mystery. Millie has an appealing voice, both extremely stubborn and vulnerable. Some of the secrets
she uncovers during her investigation hit her in soft spots, but she keeps going because there is a story out
there and because Coach Killdare deserves for someone to fight for him. That's a heroine who'd I'd read
about again.

Becky says

This book manages to have alot to say about grief and guilt - with amurder mystery plot to boot - while
carrying a deceptively light-hearted tone. The audio production is fantastic. Funny, cute, a bit romantic, and
with enjoyabl e librarian-pandering.

Stephanie says

My Summary: When Millie interviews the school janitor about the cracks in the bleachers, the last thing she
expects isto uncover astory of epic proportions: Hollerin' Hank - the school football coach known for his
temper - isfound dead under the bleachers after aweek of not showing up to work.

Now, to clear her father's name, Millie must find out who had it in for the coach. But it won't be easy, and
she finds herself teaming up with the mysterious Chase Albright - someone who, it turns out, has already
been at the center of asimilar investigation....

My Thoughts: This book was laugh-out-loud funny! | had a great time reading and getting to know Millie,
who was an extremely quirky and lovable main character. | also loved the references to Nancy Drew, and

thought the mystery element was very well-done.

All in all, ahilarious yet touching summer read that'll keep you hooked!



Final Thoughts: | definitely recommend this novel to anyone who enjoys a good mystery novel with some
humour thrown into the mix.




