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Cate Delacey isn't thrilled to be volunteered as a finder of lost bodies, but she's not immune to Gemini
Roskov's grief and righteous desire to claim her father's remains. It means a confrontation with the hostile
Council of Supernatural Beings that controls far too much of New Orleans' darker mysteries
and…personalities.

Face time with the Council isn't actually a good idea for Cate, what with their dislike of her entire family, as
well as their mistrust of her untested powers, distaste for her unladylike attitude and disdain for her need to
know the truth. A less direct way must be found.

Then there is the matter of Cate's feelings for the too sexy and too immortal Jacqueline Slone, whose
loyalties are as clear as black glass at midnight. Something is rising inside both of them, and it may well be a
lover's touch that reveals a truth no one is expecting.
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From Reader Review The Devil You Know for online ebook

Penny says

Pretty good sequel (:

Theoretically, the main plot revolves around one of the works for which Cate is hired: to recover the body of
Gem's father, which is being held by the Council. This is all described in the blurb and although it seems
interesting at first, this storyline didn't exactly grab me. I don't know if it's because I was much more
interested in other parallel storylines or because there were in fact so many storylines happening at the same
time I couldn't focus..

But anyway, some questions raised in Hell's Belle were answered and for the most of them the outcome was
pretty much fantastic. As for some other questions I so wanted to see resolved, they weren't even mentioned.
Bummer. But since I've read somewhere that Marie Castle is already plot-thinking about book 5, I'm sure
she'll have plenty of pages to tie everything up.

Regarding the romance, things between Cate and Jacq continue to develop wonderfully as Jacq remains
being her usual charming self – and we even get some answers about what she is!

So there it is. The Devil You Know it's a nice follow-up. Now bring on the next ones.

poppp says

I liked this book a lot, as well as the first one. Can't wait for the next installment to satiate my curiosity!

P.s. I literally LOL'd during one scene in the book!

Cindy Stein says

In this second installment of the Dark Mirror series, guardian witch Cate Delacy must reconcile with her
demon half (and the relatives that come with it) as well as with her love for Detective Jacq Slone. There are
many literal and virtual battles for Cate to fight and no final resolution as the book flows easily into the next
volume without an annoying cliffhanger that says "to be continued."

As with Hell's Belle's, the writing is top notch, especially the author's ability to give us Cate's unique voice,
filled with foreboding and humor, sometimes all at once. The world building is top notch as well and the cast
that surrounds Cate is incredibly interesting and well drawn. While this book has many dark moments, it is
leavened with humor, especially in the form of Cate's cousin Vanguard the vampire. His drunken dinner
scene is not to be missed.



Colleen Corgel says

Really fun urban fantasy. In this sequel, we're introduced to demons and some other monsters that go bump
in the night. We also get a pretty intense thriller that crosses over centuries. Cate and Jacq get some more of
their heritages explored, but Ms. Castle left just enough unexplored to, hopefully, fill out the third volume of
the series.

And that's where the problem lies. The book ends on a bit of a cliff hanger and a surprise revelation that had
me all excited to read the third book, however it does not seem to be in the works to be released. I do hope
we get the third book, because this is one of the few quality urban fantasies that are available with LGBT
main characters.

Fernanda says

Marie Castle did it Again!!!!

I have loved so much the first book of this new and intriguing paranormal series that I was a little bit worried
about it's sequel, because lets be honest here, in those kind of circumstances everyone tend to think that the
next book is doomed to fell short after the first big Boom...well I now can take a sigh of relief because the
story keep being as amazing as it's started.

It's always a good sign when I become so engrossed in a story that do anything else than keep reading it
make me unbearable (well good for the book not so much for the people around me), and this is the 2nd book
of Marie Castle that push me to read the story in one sitting and postpone everything else during my second
journey in DM Universe.

There are so many things that I have loved about this read that I am quite appalled that no one else have yet
wrote a review about this book...but well here I am so let's start with the plot:

The story start exactly where the 1st one ended, we have a very interesting prologue that keep give us
precious information about Evie and the how Cate come to be, after that the story told by her protagonist
start again.
The Devil You Know offer a lot of explanation for things that where leaving hanging in the first book but the
author is a sneaky woman so a lot of things come up/out in this book that keep me as a reader wondering
what come next.
In this book new really interesting characters are introduced and also if the scheme of things have Mrs Castle
signature all over it, the author is good enough to not fall in the trap of repetitiveness. Every character is
easily recognizable and is well developed also when they don't have (yet?) a big or important role in the
storyline. No one nor two dimensional characterization here, just like I like it...and this is true also for the
bad guys and this make the story so much more appealing for me.

The romantic interaction between Jacq and Cate is hotter than ever, and any reader can start to connect the
dots about what come next and where the story is going if s/he feels like doing so, surely the author give us
enough informations to formulate hypothesis.

I really don't want to talk to much about the plot because I don't want to spoiler the read but there are 3 facts



that have make me really happy:

1- also if the author take the time and space in the book to introduce other characters point of views the 90%
of the story is all about Cate. For me that was a win-win situation I was able to enjoy the introduction of the
new characters or drink in new information of previous ones without feel any need to skip some pages over
the always unpleasant sensation that that parts about other people were an unwelcome fill in. The storyline
about Cate don't become too diluted and thin to make me lose the focus and mixing it with other little
storylines is done so well that all is well balanced.

2- The storyline make sense, okay maybe I am too easily overwhelmed by this fact but after have read a lot
of series where there is a disjointed feeling about where the story is going I am always unbelievable happy
when I found a sequel that feel like a sequel, and a story that progress in a sensible way.

3- also if I have a love-hate relationships with sneak peaks (that because I always want more), I love that in
her books the author left us a previews of the next chapter of the story...I find it also comforting because
seeing it make me know that she is already writing the new book and make me hope that the wait for the next
adventure does not exceed the 1 year of waiting.

Other really cool facts for me are the little introductions that every chapter have, they are so funny and the
right ones give us additional informations, and the extras about Characters and Glossary, now that the
number of players have increased so much I like this simple way to remind who is who and a glossary is
always good when you explore a new world with it's different rules.

Great read, amazing sequel and masterfully written.

Nathan Burgoine says

I was lucky enough to meet Marie Castle in New Orleans at the Saints and Sinners Literary Festival when we
were both on a panel discussing the paranormal. I managed to finish reading the first book in this series -
Hell's Belle - with about twenty minutes to spare before my day absolutely had to start, but I was so tense
about knowing whether or not the heroine's love interest would survive I just had to know before I met her.

Hell's Belle (a finalist for a Lambda Literary Award, by the way) left the reader in a good place, but
definitely wanting to know more. The Devil You Know starts to deliver on the more right off the bat, and the
pacing doesn't slow down for a moment.

One of the main strengths of this series is exactly that: the pace. More, the realism of that pace in the impact
it has on the characters. I get frustrated by characters who are in fight after fight and don't show any sort of
fatigue or fallout, and Castle balances this wonderfully.

Second, fans of the Cate-and-Jacq passion will be very pleased to see more revealed, more teased, and
enough delivered to both sate and whet the reader's appetite. I love these two, and the dynamic they share
manages to go beyond what could easily devolve into "I'm protecting you! No, I'm protecting you!" Better,
while they keep secrets from each other, it's not for ages, and never to the detriment; Cate is a smart, saavy
character, and she knows that the truth can be dangerous, but keeping the truth a secret might be worse in
some cases. Also, she's this wonderful sassy Southern belle, and sometimes, the truth is the best way to kick
some ass with style. Ditto Jacq, who has revelations of her own, and only grows in depth as the series



progresses.

The world-building continues to be strong, and the vast cast of characters - though it can teeter on the edge of
overwhelming at times - are all interesting and reveal shades of this clever world Castle is building. Whether
you're in the past learning about something truly horrific happening to someone you're worried will be
making an appearance later in the present, or in the present trying to decide who Cate should (and shouldn't)
trust, there are fae, vampires, demons, weres and witches aplenty. This is a supernatural world, and Castle
takes her gloves off from page one.

Like Hell's Belle, The Devil You Know has what seems like a simple plot from the blurb: Cate needs to
recover a body for a client, but from there things spiral out of control, new enemies appear, and like the title
suggests: sometimes the devil you know is the only choice. I did not expect where the book would end up,
and I can't wait to see where book three takes me.

Musa says

Amazing amazing amazing read! Best if you re-read book 1 and then dive straight into book 2, as the
timeline of the 2 books are directly right after each other.

In this book, we've learn more about Cate and Jacq and what they are. Their chemistry and connection is
simply off the charts. At the same time, their romance is very sweet and warm to read as well. I don't think
you'll ever get a character as chivalrous as Jacq, and it's very difficult not to fall in love with her.

Though the author unravel some mysteries from book 1, there is still a fair amount questions left behind, like
the origins of Cate and Jacq, what will be for them if they are together etc., and I am super looking forward
for book 3 (and faster the better!)

Another thing that I love about this book - there are quite a fair bit of new characters coming into the picture,
I'm at awe how the author can create so diversified and distinctive characters... each of them is nearly of a
different breed and carries a totally different character. I also think the author has strike a very good balance
that you don't feel he sub characters over shadowing the main story line.

I'm highly recommending this series, and I am hoping that book 3 will be on the shelf very very soon!

Elizabeth Brunner says

Overall a good read, although I did not like that even though it was written from a first person perspective,
the author did not share the character's discoveries as she went along.

Verechnaya says

Wow, what a disappointing sequel. All my fears from the first book came true : none of the plot holes from
the first book are answered (yet), none of those useless secondary characters that clog the narrative so much
are gone, we're treated to even more unnecessary characters and skippable side-plots while our quarter-witch,



quarter-demon, quarter-solenoidwhatever, quarter guardian hero stumbles around without aim.

I'm disappointed that Jacqueline and Catherine's romance still hasn't developed further— the weight of the
secrets they keep makes them shuffle awkwardly in an IMPRESSIVE rendition of a terrible couple with so
little communication it's bound to die. What little chemistry they had in the first book seems extinguished as
the extent of their scenes together is them holding hands and wondering what the hell the other is hiding.
This could have been resolved a book ago but we're still sitting on it and it's getting OLD.

The plot of this book... Well, I couldn't care less about it. It all relies on stealing some dude's body and there
is absolutely no stake in this— and by the half of the book, Cate still hasn't done anything about it (but then
again for a private eye she doesn't do anything of the sort). More problems come this way : some random
enemy will appear 30 second but will be dealt with next book, the actual villain dies at the end of the first
half, and demon-dad sends his mom make the acquaintance. We're also treated to some uninteresting side-
plot set in 1722, which could happily have been a free #1,5 short story considering how skippable it was.

What little plot there is is so messy I still don't understand what the hell happens, it's so weak the emotional
high point will be some weird disgusting magic-rape (which we totally could have done without, really, but
it's not like this book had stellar gender politics) and then, nothing being able to measure to that scene, will
deflate into nothingness. You'll spend the remainder of the book waiting for something to happen and
SURPRISE nothing will (just a small 15-page adrenaline spike at some point).

Nothing makes sense. The first third of the book features Cate stumbling here and there without us
understanding why. Why do people speak only in cryptic nonsensical stuff? Why do all the characters have
the same personality, or none? Every time we feel like we're going to get answers, something happens and
the plot will skip to something else. After half a book of the treatment, you're sitting there shaking in despair,
wondering WHEN WILL SOMETHING HAPPEN? When will the narrative make sense? Why are random
deus ex machinas the only driving (and I should really say crawling) force of the plot?

I really wish the author had made her characters a little more complex— the big problem with the first book
being that there are so many side characters that they all look the same iteration of funny badass person
cardboard cutouts. Nothing is expanded on, and every thing seems so shallow— yet the story has such
potential you know? I can see how it would be good and complex and pretty cool. If you could take the first
and second book, remove all the filling, make sense of whatever is left, and make a whole separate book with
it. As it stands, I'd be surprised this book was edited.

Also I'm still trying to understand whether Cate has no self awareness and thus doesn't understand that the
woman in the mirror is her of if said woman is actually a separate entity.

Marina says

Great book!

I absolutely loved the first book and couldn't wait to dive into this one. And I wasn't disappointed. It's a great
read and the characters are amazing. I can't wait for the next instalment!



Lunatic says

This is not a standalone.
The random plots keep switching back and forth in perspectives and timeline. Complications arise one after
another, and at time, I was confused and lost  again. The mysteries and secrets jumble together in one pile of
conflicts. One issue is barely solves when another already on the queue list, waiting eagerly to be dealt with.
Leaving me with one humongous cliffhanger- in which I am not appreciated. So I have to sit back, sulk in
the corner, and wait. Hopefully by the time the third book publishes, I won't forget everything and have to
re-read the previous two all over again.

I love Cate's world, where demons, witches, vamps, and many other supernatural creatures roam the earth. I
love the dynamic between the main couple. Jacq is one charming mysterious individual while Cate is being
humorous as usual. Their relationship develops at a slow pace. I took a sneak peek at the preview for
Demons of a Feather , it hold promises, a lot of it. Saying that I can't wait for the third book is an
understatement.

I hope the third one is a solver of conflict rather than maker of one like its predecessor. I can't say that I want
the series to end (oh I hope it keeps on continue and continue), but I don't want all the ominous foreboding
things that keep tugging in Cate's mind. It is quite depressing.

Nolly Sepulveda says

Just as good as the first, if not better. Really enjoy the characters as well as the storyline. Can't wait to read
the next installment.

Angelique Jennings says

Amazing twists and turns

When I first got into this series it was through the audio book and I feel in love. So when I found out there
was a sequel, I quickly jumped at the chance to read it, and it didn't disappoint. The story evolved even
deeper, yet still maintained the charm from it's predecessor. You won't want to miss this installment and I
can't wait for the next one!

Laura says

amazing! great story. I couldn't put the book down!

Alicia says

Bring on the next one



I had enjoyed the first book and I must say I was not disappointed by this one even though more characters
were introduced it was not hard to follow. All I know is want to see what happens next with Jacq and Cate.


