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Journalist Michael Wilde—hisworld recently shattered by tragedy—has come to the South Pole [ooking for
solace and anew lease on life. But what he finds on aroutine dive in the polar seais something else entirely:
the bodies of ayoung man and a young woman, bound with chains and sealed forever in a block of ice.
Beside them is an ancient chest filled with a sinister cargo. Wilde' s search to unravel the mystery of this
doomed couple will lead from the battlefields of the Crimean War to the unexplored depths of the Antarctic
Ocean, where an age-old curse survives to this day. And as the ice around the lovers beginsto melt, Wilde
will witnhess what may be a miracle—or a nightmare—in the making. What is dead, it turns out, is not
aways gone.
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From Reader Review Blood and I cefor online ebook

M?ta MNammodnUaKOTO?A0L says

YT1?pxouv BIBA?0 aT1? T0 OTIO?0 ?XEIC UEYPAEC TIPOOAOK 76C, AKUA KAl 2TaV OV UTI?PXEL K2T010G
OULYKEKPIUAVOC AOC, AKZUO KAl 2TV OeV WWP?LEIC KAA?-KAA? TEP? TNVOC TP KEITAL. VA AT? AUT?
eval 1o "A?2ua Kal NM2yo¢" Tou aT? 10 HOYEUTIK? TOU KI PA0C €€ 2QUANO OE TIPOKOAE? VA TO
OlOB?0eI¢ KAl va XOaBe?C OTIC OEA?DEC TOL. Kal N oA?0e1a €0l TG, TIP? TOV APXIK? LoV TT200, N
OTIOYONTEVTIK? 2ToYrn JOC TIOA? KAA?C oL @?ANG, TNV 2royn TnN¢ oTo?2a¢ KI EKTIM? 1010 2TEPA, UE
TIPOOYE?WOE ATI2TOMO KAl 2101, 2Tav 1170 TO BIBA?0 0T X?p10 OV, Ol TPOODOK 26C LoV £2XAV
MEIWBE? 20N OTO EA?XI0TO. TEAIK?, KO 2X0OVTOC TA?0V TIPOCWTIK ? 2royn TTAVw aTo 82ua, Kol 200 Kal
VO NV 87Aw va TNV oLyxX70W, UTIOP? VA T 2Tl EEKIVATAC VA Sl B?(w To PIBA?0 eTT?ABE n
aVAKO?2Qaon Kal aTnV TOPE?a, 700 TEPIOC?TEPO EUPRPPLVA 0 ALT?, ?pBE N YoNTE?A 1 OTO?0 KAl
TEP?UEVOA.

O Raoberto Masdllo &ekiv?el va a@nynBe? TnNv 10TOP720 TOL TNYA VOVT?C HOC apXIK? ota 1856 ?rou
A veap? (euy?pl TOL ETIRAVEL O VA TAO?0 NG ETIOX G T PACUPAUEVO HOKPL? ATT? TNV APXIK?
TOU TIOPE?, BP70KETAI 250 @VO OAVCOOEUNO VIO VO KOTAA?EEl OTO KP?0 BuB? TNG AVTAPKTIK?G.
TNV CLV?XELD BPIOKUACTE TI?0W OTO GUEPA 2TOV O ONLOCI0YPPOC KO PWTOYP2POC MAKA
FOLAAVT, TIPOOTIOVTAC VA CUV?ABEL AT? VA TPAYIK? YEYOV?C TIOL 2QPEPE TA TIAVW K?2Tw oTNV {W?
TOU, AVOAQUBVEL VIO AOYOPIOCU? TOL TEPLOAIKO? OTO OTID?0 KI EPY?LETAL A ATIOOTOA? TIOUL Bd TOV
00NY?0€l U?2XPI TNV TOYWUVN 2ELPO TNG AVTAPKTIK?C. Kal 700 KAl av auT? 10 Tag?0l gVTalE
APXIK? V1A TOV MK JIa EATTO0 VO EEQPAEL OTT? TA TIPOPAZUAT? TOU KAl VO KOBAP?0€l TO HUAA?
TOU, OUT? E TO OTID?0 Ba BPEBE? AVTIUTWIIOC EMVAI TIOA? TEPIGC?TEPN ATT 200 Ba TEP?UEVE ? ATT
2?00 B0 UTIOPO?0€E VA JIAXEIPIOTE?. 2T0 BuB? TNEC B7A0000C KAl U700 O VA KOUU?TI TTY0U,
OVOKOA?ITTEl TO Ve P? (ELY?PI TIOL AVA@?PONKE TPATIVW KAl OTT? EKE? EEKIVVE ZAA.

O ouyypa@?a¢ Xwp?Cel To BIBA?0 TOU OE T?200pA BIOQPOPETIK? PPN, ETIAYOVTOC OTd 670 TP?TA ATT?
QUT? TNV K?0030 TN TRIPZAANANG a@ANoNC Mag Tagide?el GUVEX?C AT? TO GUEPO OTO 1854,
TPOCTIOVTAC UE AUT? TOV TP?IO ?X1 ATIA? VA LOC METOQP?PEl TO YEYOV?2TO TOL CUEPA OAA?, KAl TA
YEYOV IO EKEAU TIOL 0N OOV OTN WWPI?A T 70 VWV Kal TNV TOPE?0 TNE {w?¢ TOU U?2Xpl TNV
OTIYU? TIOU KATOOIK?0TNKAV GTOV TYWUAV0 BVAT? TOLC. Mg yAa@up? TP?To, AVATIPICT? TNV
Biktopiav? AyA?a0 dAA? Kal TOUG avOP?Ioug TNE ETIOX 2¢, KVOVTAC EEK P00 PEC TIC dAQOP?C OTa 70N
KOl OTO 701A TOU T2TE JE TOU OUEPA OAA?, KOL TV AVTIAAPEWY TV avBp?rv. Me aut? tov
TP?MO, OV KOl O€ K?2TOLOUG MTIOPE? VA A VETAI KOUPAOTIK?, La¢ BonB7el va KATAVO?00UE
KOA?TEPA TOUG AYOUC TIOU TA TRYUATO 08NY?0NKaAv 0TO ONHUE?0 ?MOL Kl 2PTO00V EV? LAC AQVEL
VO KOTOVO?00UE KAA?TEPA TOUC EYKAWPRIGUA0UC OTOV TIAO XOPAKT?PES, Via ?tav Ba ?pbel n ?pa
TOUC VO OTIOTEA?00UV OUCIOCTIK? KOUU?TL TNG OP?0NG OTO TPV,

2€ 2T XEL VA KVEL LE TO TPV, 0 CLYYPA P0G AVOQ?PETAL O TANO?PA TEXVOAOYIKY Kall
ETUIOTNUOVIK AETITOMEPELV TA OTIO?0, VIO VO €201 ATIPAUTA EIAIKPIVE?S, UTIOPE? VO TPOKAA 700UV
av?0 o€ 200U¢ &V VIO @?POoVTAl KOBPA0U OXETIK? Pe TO O2ua AAA? aTT? TNV 7AAN, Ba yonte?o00uv
KOl Ba EVTUTIWOI 700UV LIE TOV TP?IO TIOU TIPOU A1 2(oVTal KOl VAT ?2000VTal, 7A0UC EKEAOUC TIOU
?X0ULV TEP?0El APKET?C 7PEC TP KOAOLOVTAC National Geographic ? PAAQ T PEUPEP?C
BEUATOAOY?0 G VTOKIMOVT?P. PAVETAI EEK D0 PO TIOG O AN IOVPY?EC TOU €V AYoU BIA?0L dev
APAYPE ATA? UIa IOTOP?0 TIOU dAdPAUATZLETAl OTNV AVTAPKTIK? OAA?, UEA?TNOE TIOA? TIPOOEKTIK?
TO TEPIEXPUEVO OIUTO? TIOU PBEAE VA T POUCI 20€1 GTO KOIV?, TRIPAB?TOVT?C TOL ETICTNUOVIK?
OTOIXE?0 TIOU AV KAl TEP?TAOKA, EENYOVTAI UE OPKET? IKAVOTOINTIK? TP?IO 2t01 20TE VA LNV



MUTIOPO2UE HEV VA YV OUE ETHOTAUOVEC OAA?, VO KATAVO?00UUE EV T7AN TNV 0LVC?A KAl TNV
OKOTIU?TNT? TOUG. MOYEU2UOOTE OTT? TNV AVTAPKTIK? KOl TOV TP?EEVO K200 TNC EV? TRIPZAANAQ,
VIV2UOOTE U?PTUPEC UIOC ETIOTNUOVIK?G BEp?0¢ N OTID?0 Ba UTIOPO?0€ va ?XEl B20€l a@o?
Bao?etal og pa 1da?repn KAl arr?AuTn AOVIK?.

H dp?0n ?pXETOI EKE? ?TOL O TIAOC AL VEL, ATEAELOEPVOVTUC TO VU P? ELY?PI TIOU PE VAV
HUOT?P10 TP?TO ETIV?PXETAL OTN {Ww?. AVT? EXVAL TO CNUE?0 ?TIOV N TEXVOAOY?0 KOl N ET1CT2UN,
?pX0OVTOI VA CUVAVT?00UV TIC AIATNP?C KAl BAV?01UEC TIPOEKT?0EIC LIOC IGTOP?0C Ol VWV TIOL
02@TNKE Ha{? UE TOVC EUTAEK AUEVOUC. TO ATOUOVWUNVO, PUXP? KO TPOUOKTIK? TEPIBZAAOV TNG
AVTAPKTIK?G AEITOLPYE? KATAAUTIK?, TPOKOAVTACG A 0?00N0N KAEIOTOQOR?0¢ a@o?, TO yeyov?ta
OLVEX?C e&EN?000VTal, V201 KAVBUVOL KOl EA?XIOTEC TIPOOTITIK 2C AVOYOVTAl UTPOOT? HOG EV?
TOPZAANAQ, TA TEPIO?PLO VO EEPNEIC ATT 2000 O KATODI 2KOUV E€AVAI TIOA? OTEV?, UV 2X0VTOC
TOVOeV? va TIOG. EKE? apx (el TO Bp?Aep, EKE? TEPIOP?LOVTOI Ol ETIAOY?C KOl TXPAKOAOUBE?C e
KOUUVN TNV av?0a, avadnttag ol 26000 KOl AOYIK? OE Hla 10TOP?0 TNE OT0?0¢ Ol 2T0IEC
TIPOEKT?0E1C PAVT2L 0LV KOTADI KAOUNVEC.

To "A?2ua Kat M2yog" dev eval va €2K0A0 BIBA70 Kal o?youpa OTEVOVETAL OE VA TIO ?PIHO
OVOYWWOTIK? KOIV? KAl ?XI O€ EKEAVO TIOU TEPIPUVEL VA KOIV?TUTIO KO OV?AQ@PO HETAPUOIK?
POUVTLO Y10 VO LKOVOTOI 20€1 TIC AVOYWWOTIK?G TOU OVAKEC. H oyXpovn ET10T2UN KOl TEXVOAOY?O
OuUVAVTO TNV IOTOP?0 TIOU TI7PACE EV? THPZAANAQ, PXOUHE TO TTVTPEUA JlOP?PLWY AOYOTEXVIKNV
€OV AAA? KOl V0O TAE?d1 OTOV X?P0 KAl TOV XPVO, TO TI?PACHA U700 OTI? TNV 1OTOP?A, TAVOVTOC
OTO O2UEPT, TPOCTIONVTAC VA d0BE? IO AOVIK? E€YN0N KOl L A?0Nn 0 VA @alV2UEVO TO 0TI0?0
?XEl TMPOLOIOOTE? UE TRAAZKIC KOl SlAQOPETIKO?C TP?TOUG. EVAI VA ETnoTnUOVIK? Bp7AEP 2Mmou N
Op?0n OXET?2LETAI YE TOV HAPABVIO Ay d €2pnNong A A?0nG N OTD?0 UTIOPE? VA LNV TIPOCP?PEL
NV A?Tpwan aAA?, UVEl TEOT? 0€ A0 200 TPOLC0GE ATI? TNV APX? TNC. AUT? yVETal K00 PO
KOl aTt? TO @V?AE TNC10TOP?0¢ TIOL dev ?XEl happy end e TNV KUPIOAEKTIK? 2vvoLa TOL ?pou,
Q@EAVOVT?C UOG UE L0 YAUK?TIKPN YE?0T PEAAICUO?. KaT? 700 2UwWC, €Al Hia 1810 7TEPN 1oTOoP?A
OY?1m ¢ TIOU ATIOOEIKV?EL 2T TO TTAVTA UTIOPE? VA 2XEl TRAAATIA?C I OT?0€IC.

The Eleventh Hour says

Ugh. Great, wonderful idea but BAD execution. This story suffered from some serious plot pacing and
character problems which made this book a chore to read. When abook is still, on page 300, setting up
atmosphere and introductory relationships... Really? | mean, come on. The book could have used some
serious editing. | like lush prose as much as the next person (read: quite a bit), but not every single character
action and thought needs to be described in meticulous detail. | don't need to know every detail, al the time,
of what the character iswearing, their inner thought process, what the wall looks like, the sound of their
shoes on the metal hallway...especially when the author keeps repeating the same basic details over and over

again.

The characters were completely lackluster, aswell. The only thing we get to know about the main character
isthat he has long, black hair and his girlfriend isin a coma. He has no personality, no family or friends or
interests or anything that would make the reader care about him. The couple in the ice are equally poorly
drawn; they were stock characters devoid of any real, consistent characterizations.

The writing structure, the actual sentences, were well-constructed, but everything else was utter crap. Pass on
this. Total dud. 2 stars= D grade.



Barbara [ says

Michael Wilde has the chance of alifetimeto go to Antarctica as a photojournalist. He has many adventures
and photo opportunities until he makes the biggest discovery of his career. While scubadiving in the ocean
beneath Antarctica, he sees awoman frozen in theice. A huge block of iceis cut around her and sheis
brought to the surface and put in a huge tank in order to melt theice. The group of scientists leave her
unattended while the ice melts. However when they return, the ice has melted, and Sleeping Beauty (as they
are calling her) has disappeared.

Thisisagreat adventure reminescent of Matt Reilly and James Rollins with avery surprising paranormal
twist. The author has obviously researched the climate of the Antarctic and the specia needs of anyone
spending even the littlest time there. A great read and | wonderful author | will be reading again and again.

A B says

Warning: don't read anything on the back cover or any author blurbs. They contain huge spoilers.
Fortunately, | didn't read the back of the book until 1'd already figured out what the blurbs spail, but still, that
isvery frustrating. Any spoilersin my review will be hidden, so you're safe reading on. | will only mention
what is covered in the Goodreads description.

Thisisagood book that should have a higher rating on Goodreads. Perhaps other readers did not appreciate
the author's detailed research about Antarctica and the Crimean War, which is a shame because it is skillfully
presented and very interesting. Make the world alittle less dumb, people!

The book opens with the unusually cruel murder of a British military officer and his sick wife. (view spoiler)
Injust afew pages, I'd grown fond of the couple. So it was a melancholy read as the book rewound a bit and

covered their lives prior to the murder. The book switches between Sinclair and Eleanor's story and a modern
day journalist visiting an Antarctic research station. We spend along time learning about all three characters
before they "meet" in a chance encounter during a scuba dive. Michael, the journalist, is stunned and longs to
know who they were and how they came to be murdered at the ends of the earth.

I'll admit that there are some flaws and plot holes, but the setting and intrigue more than make up for it. This
isagood read for the dog days of summer or if your air conditioning breaks.

Now spoiler time for those who've read it: (view spoiler)




Carolyn Storer says

"Blood & Ice" isquite an original vampire story. It intertwines the past and the present day to give us two
stories which run parallel to one another. The story of Sinclair and Eleanor in Victorian England and the
other of Michael Wilde, present day photographer and journalist, who travelsto aremote research station in
Antarcticato write a story for amagazine.

I much preferred the present day and found the characters to be interesting. | liked the background to
Michael, the main protagonist, who's girlfriend and soulmate isin a coma after atragic accident while
hiking. The author does aterrific job at explaining Michael's feelings and emotions. The other scientists,
doctors and workers at the station, especialy Darryl the biologist who isa quirky little character, are also an
interesting bunch and | enjoyed reading about them.

Masello does areally great job describing the desolate, but spectacular, icy lands of the Antarctic - what an
amazing and terrifying place to be. Unfortunately, it isinterrupted with that of Victorian England, which
although by itself is detailed very well and gives us the story and background of Sinclair and Eleanor, to me
it is an unwelcome intrusion and interrupts the flow of the main story. It didn't help me get to know Sinclair
or Eleanor in any real depth so seemed rather pointless and offered far too many passages about their
surroundings and the wars of the time period.

| didn't really need to know about the Crimea war, which had no real baring on the story at all and could, and
should in my opinion, have been omitted. It wouldn't have taken anything away from the main story and in
fact would have made the book that much tighter and shorter, and therefore a more enjoyabl e read.

The summary suggests danger with regards to the two bodies found deep in the freezing cold waters but it
couldn't be farther from the truth. There's no real blood sucking, except from a bottle Eleanor and Sinclair
carry with them - which isn't very chilling isit. There are afew sections that spice things up when a couple
bodies rise after death with the thirst for blood and attack afew people, but on the whole it is pretty tame.

| think that by getting to know Eleanor and Sinclair in the flashbacks, it took away the sinister element of the
unknown. | knew they wouldn't hurt anybody from the outset, as they are both very nice people, so | didn't
feel any tension when the scientific crew raised their bodies from the icy depths.

"Blood & Ice" is quite a dense book and with just being five pages shy of five hundred, a bit too long. | did
enjoy it but | wasn't riveted and it didn't particularly excite me. There are too many passages of descriptive
prose that although are well written bored me slightly and my mind drifted to other things on several
occasions.

My two favourite aspects to the story are Michagl Wilde who is avery interesting character and | really
enjoyed learning about him and his sad background. He's a very realistic character asis the beautiful
Antarctic landscape around him. Antartica plays such an important role in this book with trying to keep it as
original as possible, that it is almost like another character.

The ending isvery far fetched and something as complex asfinding a"cure" wouldn't happen in afew days.
However, the conclusion to each individual character is satisfactory and | closed the book pretty satisfied,

albeit with asmall "role of the eyes'.

VERDICT:



"Blood & Ice" held my interest at the same level throughout - it has a monotonicity about it as nothing really
happens - there are no real highs or any real lows.

After reading the quote on the front cover, "Stunning... will chill you to the bone" from Lisa Gardner, | was
hoping for something alittle bit more unnerving and creepy, but instead | didn't find this book chilling,
frightening or horrific on any level. It may contain vampires but as we get to know them through the back
flashes to the 1800's we realise they are't really menacing at all and therefore no real threat.

However, even with all it'sfaults "Blood & Ice" certainly isn't abad book, and | did find myself enjoying it -
Michael Wilde and the glorious Antarctic the main reasons - and | would still recommend it.

Nikoleta says

TKOUXOU... YKOUXOU... VIPETIOHAL TIOL B0 TO T OAAX Vdl, TO TPATNOA OTN HEDT). AlOTI €XEl TOOEG
0Ol POPEC, OOXETEC AETIOUEPEIEC Ol OTIOIEG TPLWVE TA AUO TPITA TOU PBIBAIOL TOU apav! Agv pe
EVOIO@EPEL VO LOBW YIO TNV LAPKO TOU EAIKOTIIEPOU TIOU TOUC UETEPEPE K TIWG X PN OILOTIOINONKE
€00C TWPA ETN LU ALOT OUVEXOUEV OEAISA, ETIONC TIOOO KOUPACOTIKO €1vVal ToL yia 130 oeAldeg n
opaan €1vVal CTACIN, Val, 0eV CUUPBAIVEL TITOTO, ATAWC TA&IOELVOLY...oL@ 10WC TI0 KATW VA
VIVOTOV EVOLOQEPOV OAAD OeV NOEAD va TO PIEW OTA OIVOTIVELLOTWAN!

Jeannie Mancini says

Love Enchained Through Time-

In 1856 the HM Brig Coventry, tossing in awild maelstrom is thought to be cursed by two unwanted
passengers. When an unusual bottle of wine isfound by one of the crew members, the captain is hailed and
warned that Mr. and Mrs. Copley are of evil nature. To save the ship from plummeting down to Davy Jones
Locker, Sinclair and Eleanor Copley are bound in iron chains and with their sea chest of strange wine bottles,
are tossed overboard to drown inicy seas.

In present day Antarctica young wilderness photographer Michael Wildeis on location to shoot some
underwater photographs for Eco Travel magazine. He has a two month pass to work with researchers and
scientists assisting with various projects of weather, wildlife and the natural habit conditions at the South
Pole.

While diving beneath the polar ice cap with high hopes of stunning photographs, Michael unearths an
antique bottle of what appearsto be Madeira. Putting the old bottle in his scavenger sack and swimming
further, he finds an entire sea chest of them, and nearby, within a sunken iceberg, the haunting face of a
beautiful woman. Thinking his oxygen level must be affecting his coherency, he resurfaces topside to inform
the crew of what he thinks he saw. Armed with ice cutting equipment and additional oxygen, Michael and
another researcher dive again beneath the frigid waters and uncover the find of alifetime. Two people, aman
and awoman, frozen in time, enchained together in ablock of ice for centuries. Cutting them free, hauling
them above to safety, has the Antarctic team in awe and bewilderment at what they have found. Secrets are
kept from the outside world, and decisions are made after careful contemplation on the best way to thaw



these icy specters from the past without decomposition. The Victorian lovers are placed in a saltwater bath
for what should be aslow and carefully timed melting process. But....while Michael and the team patiently
wait, and do some lab tests on the wine bottle contents, Sinclair and Eleanor Copley not only defrost, but
come...alive!

Raobert Masello has penned a phenomenal suspense horror novel that | doubt any reader could contemplate
putting down for one minute. His talent to slowly build the tension as he alternates the story from the
Victorian past with Sinclair as asoldier in the 17th Lancers Division during the Crimean War, and Eleanor as
anurse working side by side with Florence Nightingale mending wounded soldiers, to the shocking and
violent events in the present as the researchers at the South Pole are under attack and fight one nightmarish
battle after another. As the famous Charge of the Light Brigade serves up a battlefield of dead and bloodied
soldiers, asinister entity feeds on the flesh and turn Eleanor and Sinclair into thirsty immortals damned for

all eternity.

Two entwining stories chained together for a future revelation offer up a superb blend of history, romance,
science, and horror. The way this story unravels, is not what you may think, it does not follow the usual rule
of thumb, and what | really loved was that the author took an age old story we've al read before and spun a
really cool new twist that ended in a most unique way. Robert Masello gives us awell written complex plot,
wonderful endearing characters fully developed, and a suspenseful horror novel blended with a surprising
integration of love and tenderness amidst the horrors of war and amongst the philosophies of what it means
to be human. Where the dividing line between man and monster lies, is brilliantly found between the pages
of Blood and Ice.

| LOVED this book !!!!

Margery says

Thefirst half of the book was a"4". Well written, exciting, well paced. However, the second half turned into
a"2" when the vampire/weird science fiction theme emerged. | found the ending very disappointing and |
felt duped that such a good beginning could fall so short of its earlier promise.

Sharon says

Completely unputdownable! So this book has sat on its shelf for several months as | have become totally
bored by the whole vampire/werewolf subject, | decided to give it ago yesterday and couldn't put it
down...seriously, you know its a good read when you are cooking/cleaning/brushing teeth/driving whilst
carrying this book pressed right up to your face (Ok so not driving) ...by 2.00am this morning and after
telling myself 'ok, just one more chapter' about 3,678 times | finally gave in to sleep. The only reason I'm not
finishing the book now is because I'm sitting in work, thinking about the book and writing this review about
it!!

Thisis not your ordinary 'run of the mill' vampire story, if you open this book expecting to be regaled with
tales of heartache between 'hero' type vampires, sexy werewolves and a selfish & moody teenage girl who
(for some unfathomable reason) isirresistable to the entire human and supernatural race(Ahem...detect



Twilightesque undertones here) Well...you may aswell stop reading before you start. It is not wall-to-wall
vampirisms...and in fact, you should read this book simply expecting to read a great story and forget the
vampire thing altogether. This may not suit those looking for a quick trashy vampire-romance novel asitis
slightly more sophisticated.

It is so refreshing to see a completely different take on atruly overdone subject matter. Blood and Ice istwo
completely contrasting stories set in the present and in the past, that are eventually linked by the discovery of
the bodies in the ice. The description of the surroundings, the personality of the characters, the equipment,
the historical references are unlike any | have read in along time, | have a perfectly formed picture of the
story in my head because of such excellent writing. Unlike some other reviewers, | believe that the switch
from Victorian England to modern day Antarctic surroundingsis fantastic...and imperative to explain the
back story (and the curse that befalls)the characters and in credit to the author, it is beautifully done...Don't
you want to know how it is they came to be trapped in theice? And even if you do assume from the start that
the two trapped in the ice are vampires...Don't you want to know which version of turning into a vampire has
been resurrected in this book?

So in short, a unique take on a popular theme, extremely original setting, some serious research work done
on part of the author (Hats off to you sir) fantastic historical references and excellent writing has encouraged
me to seek out more books by Robert Masello.

Barbara says

| definitely made a bad choice when | decided to read this book. Y uk.

Miriam says

Bloat isincrease in size without corresponding increase in density. | feel alittle unfair characterizing Blood
and | ce as bloated, because Masello clearly put in some serious research time on Antarctica and the Crimean
War and photography and mountain-climbing and

But. Unless you want to read lengthy descriptions of frozen terrain or the rotting limbs of wounded
brigadiers, about half the wordsin this book can be skipped. And the ones that you are left with aren't that
great. There are some interesting ideas, but the charactersjust aren't very interesting and the plot isn't that
tight and as thrillers go this book isn't very thrilling. It isn't scary and there was only the briefest scene (with
no peopleinit!) where| felt any tension or suspense.

| think it saysalot, given the body count, that | only felt sad for the dog.

Rusty says

Alrighty then. Where to start...

My dad lived in Antarctica for around ayear, afew years before | was born. All | know about it can be
summed up pretty succinctly:



* |t'sreally cold

* it'sredly dry

* 6 months of darkness, followed by 6 months of light (give or take)
* |ts stupidly hard to spell

That's about it. | mean, there are other things, now that | think about it. Penguins live there. It's an actual
continent, you know, with land and stuff under all that ice.

So my dad would always tell me these stories when | was a kid about it. He was a military guy and did his
part to run the base to support the scientists that were working there. He said they'd play these games where
they'd run outside naked and see who could stay there the longest before having to go back in, some game
that involved frozen piss, everything else revolved around getting drunk.

He told me recently that he'd read this book and that it contained the most accurate description of what the
conditions were like there, what they were actualy like, that he'd ever read. He went on and on about it. As
someone who is aways looking for away to connect with his father, | told him I'd like to read the book.

And it was sitting in my mailbox aweek later.

It starts as a two stories, one being, more or less, set in the present day and involving a photojournalist that is
grieving over the accident that turned his loving girlfriend into a coma patient in a vegetative state with no
hope of recovery. He's been given an opportunity to visit the Antarctic for some magazine.

The second storyline is about a young man and woman in the mid-1850's that end up being tossed overboard
when the ship they took passage on has been lost at sea during a horrific storm (that happensin the prelude,
so | don't think I'm giving much of a spoiler).

The story, as far asthat goes, is nice. The author describes things well, and I'm interested enough in both
stories being told that | don't mind the fact that | have no ideawhat the larger plot of the novel is. It'sal a
lovely digression about life in the 1850's London, or in the present day Antarctic (hint: they both suck).

By the way, | typically don't read the cover copy of abook if I've aready decided to read it. So | don't know
if what happened was hinted at on the jacket or not. Oh... Spoilers are coming.

Ready for them... SPOILERS



Halfway through the book. The photojournalist finds the corpses of the young couple frozen in the ice while
diving there. Finaly, | understand, kinda, that helll be investigating the mystery of the couple that died 150
years earlier.

Except, no, that isn't it. They're vampires. They are goddamned vampires. Son of a bitch. Ruined my week.
Thething is, they weren't... | mean... they really sucked as vampires. They were stupid vampires. It was
stupid because... argh. Just trust me. It was stupid.

Most of the second half of the book reminded me of those movies where someone opens a door to look for
someone, but the person they're looking for isn't there because they're looking for a magazine under their
bed, so when they hear the door shut, they get up and wonder what that sound was, and they open the door to
see who was there but the first person is already gone, looking for the second person in another room. So the
second person goesto the first person's room to see if they were the one at their door, but, of course, person
number one isn't there, because they're in a third room looking for the second person.

| mean, that shit gets old. Fast. And | had about 250 pages of that sort of thing. Back and forth and back and
forth. People just barely missing each other, people that keep leaving dead bodies al one and wondering off,
even though they suspect they might come back to life, they just don't put any thought into it. Also, a station
chief that insists that everyone keep everything an absolute secret, and then decides that even the peopl e that
he's sworn to secrecy don't know any information besides whatever they've discovered on their own.... in
other words. It's one of those plot-only-works-because-every-character-is-a-moron stories.

Yay. My favorite kind of plot.

In the end. It sucked. hard. The thing that keeps this from being one star isthat it is actually very well
written, and the first half of the novel is pretty good. Until the author got bored with it and threw in some
lame-assed vampires that, incidentally, it took the lab folks about 10 minutes to "cure.' So. Whatever. Really
stupid. Like a different person wrote the second half of the book.

Mar gar et says

A new goodreads friend reminded me of this book and | remembered | adored it! What can | say?1 love
every thing with an accurate description of Antarcticaand it was awesome !

Hannah says

| feel like I'm being alittle harsh by giving Masello two stars, because | appreciate the difficulty of the
writing process and two stars? Really? Well, | did lose interest by the middle of the book and | had to hang
on to get to the end. Why? After you realize what is going on, the balloon is deflated...there is nothing
spectacular to keep the story moving forward at the same speed to sustain curiousity. On a brighter note, |
did appreciate the historical aspect of the book and for those who enjoy American Civil War era history,
Masello's book may be one to check out.

Verdict: Intriguing plot with memorable characters but story fizzles out too quickly. Great Civil War era
references. Read it only if you have nothing left on your to-read list.



edifanob says

| won this book at a bookspotcentral giveaway.

Anyway | could resist to start reading the book immediately and | didn't regret.

About the book

The title makes good in his promise. Thereisalot of ice because most of the story takes place in the present
Antarctica. And thereisblood. We find alot but it isimportant.

There are two story lines which converge after awhile.

Onetakes place in the middle of the 19th century. We follow cavalry officer Sinclair Copley and the nurse
Eleanor Ames.

The other takes place in present days. There istroubled Journalist Michael Wilde.

The book isagreat mix of different genres. Y ou find history, science, action, love and mystery.

Based on his marvelous prose Robert Masello spins a georgeous story. | didn't want to put down the book.
Beside the fascinating story you learn alot about the Antarctica and also about the Crimean War.

| was thinking whether to give 4 or 5 stars. last year | would have given 5 stars. But in the meantime my
criteria changed a bit.

Now | would give 4.75 stars because there are few questions for me without answer.




