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Old ways have been broken in the blood and smoke of the Battle of Thornhurst by Allystaire Stillbright and
followers of the Goddess. Now the Paladin must recover from his ordeal, carve out a hopeful future for the
shattered Baronies, and prepare for the next attack upon the Goddess's new and fragile following. But the
corrupt deity Braech, the Sea-Dragon, will not easily let go of the power that has long been his. Braech's
minions, led by the calculating Archpriest Symod, march on the now-weakened Baronies. The final battle, a
crusade against the Mother and all of her followers, is near, and Allystaire, the Arm of the Mother, is left to
rally the survivors - including some of his oldest enemies - to face a foe that will not rest until all the
Mother's faithful are broken and each Barony submits to the Sea Dragon once more.
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From Reader Review Crusade for online ebook

Tony Hinde says

A solid finish to the series. It made me cry.

David W. says

A very well written high fantasy novel .

Tech Lucky says

One of the best Fantasy epics I have had the pleasure of reading/listening. Absolutely marvelous. Can't wait
for the new installment

MauiTex says

I am glad I stumbled upon this trilogy. A great conclusion to a great series.

Kristobelle says

The first book was good, the second great - but this was amazing.

Victor Tempest says

The life and death of a paladin

I loved this series. The main character was that mean ole well meaning uncle who inspired you to be a better
version of yourself not for your sake, but for the world. We should all emulate his example.

Elan says

I just finished the audiobook (masterfully narrated by Michael Kramer) a few minutes ago. This was an
excellent conclusion to an amazing trilogy. I can’t recommend these books enough. Excellent prose, deep
and interesting world building and characterization, and well written and exciting action (the clarity and
momentum of the action sequences reminded me of Sanderson).



Daniel, if you read this, you’ve done an excellent job crafting this story, the world of the baronies, and the
characters therein. I hope you continue writing novels such as these.

To everyone else who reads this review - read (or listen to) these books!

Jim Thorne says

A heavy trilogy

I am rating the entire trilogy. If you haven't read from the beginning don't start here. The first book is a solid
5+ in the epic fantasy genre. Books 3/4 lose a little steam but are solid 4s. Overall the author created a well
written, well edited epic fantasy that will be shelved and reread. I applaud the author for a taut tale, for
staying true to his characters and ending the story as it should have ended...I hope the story continues and
new threads are pursued.

Duane Gosser says

This was a very good ending to a fun series. Well paced with characters I loved. If you enjoyed the
Dragonlance books or are/were a D&D player this series is for you.

Also, I would like to thank Mr. Ford for writing a trilogy in a reasonable time span and not stretching this
into a watered down 6 book series at the expense of his readers. This has become the norm for the fantasy
industry and I salute you for not doing so.

Fares says

4.5 stars.

This was a satisfying finale.
The writing in this series is so good, it saved the book for me even tho there's no problem with the characters
and the plot, they are both interesting, it's just that I wouldn't have minded if the protagonists in this failed.
I like them very much, just that the world around them didn't feel that bad. Yes there were death slavery and
injustice in it but I think what was missing for me was that the characters didn't deal with their personal
struggle as much as I liked them to, their lives just didn't feel that bad before, so why are they changing the
world?

Back to the writing. It's concrete and gripping, and I have no doubt that if not for it I wouldn't have made it
past book 1.
It's the thing that many High Fantasy books fail to do with me. I literally start dreaming about other books
while in the middle of a different one. It's what happened to me reading The Faithful and the Fallen.
And the fight scenes! Gosh they were so good.

I also didn't expect to get emotional reading this. The characters really grew on me and I kept remembering



how far they came and by the last couple of chapters, I didn't wish this to end.

I don't think this series is for everyone but if High Fantasy is your thing then you're missing.

Mitch R Cottrell says

Enjoyable trilogy about a Paladin, the struggles, the defeats, and the victories.

I enjoyed this trilogy of books...my wife may have gotten mad at me for binge reading my way through it. I
would recommend this book to anyone wanting to read about a paladin.

Not an over complicated story, but some great villains and realistic characters.

Jan says

It was just a really awesome book. Mr Ford not only managed to finish the series he started in a timely
manner, but he did it while maintaining the (top) quality and increasing quantity of writing. Books rarely
have physical effects on me. This time I was having goose bumps and shaking with excitement during the
finale where followers of Mother fought against Braech, Symod and the Eldest. This final battle was
followed by top quality display of justice being served and satisfying, not really closure, but rather
suggestion of how is the life in baronies going to develop. I only hope we'll see more of top quality fantasy
from Mr Ford.

Tomas K. says

The story I started reading as one of my very first ebooks over two years ago comes to an end. If I was to say
it shortly and without spoilers, it's a good and deserved end in a way that makes sense.
---
Following the battle of Thornhurst at the end of the second book, Allystaire and his fellows need to face
many challenges regarding the future of Lionel's land, something that is harder for those following his two
children than for said children. While Chaddin and Landen manage to find a way, to see it through might be
harder than it seems and take a time they don't have to.
With their help, as well as Garth and his sister, Allystaire asks old Baron Innandan to organize a peace
council that will eventually show more about the young Baron Oyrwyn and why Allystaire ran away -
something that is easily understood.

Only with at least some progress in said council, the small army assembled by the present barons move to
fight Symod and his forces. Yet, their time is running out maybe faster than they'd like and even using the
enemy's weaknesses against them and their strengths as best as they can make it a tough struggle. Among all
of that, the sorcerer is lurking as well, afraid of what Gideon learned and did.

The final confrontation was quite an epic battle. I admit I expected a bit of more 'screen time' for Evolyn and
maybe some bit here and there. Maybe a bit more where the land might head with the conflict over. Still, it



was a trilogy I enjoyed a lot and will return to it at some point. With fond memories.

Longer review at my blog

Daniel Katz says

Awesome book. Ending was a bit sad, but understandable from within the story (plot wise), as well as out of
story (author adding a definitive end to the story)

Okcrow says

Excellent sword and sorcery fantasy

This book brings the trilogy to an end and does it in a very satisfying way. It also leaves room for more
adventures in the same world. To say it made me think of Elizabeth Moon is about the highest praise I can
give. The Deed of Paksennarion (along with the years later follow ones)is probably the best fantasy I have
ever read. And here we have a Paladin worthy of comparison, if a little more bloodthirsty.


