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Now it'sthe dark's turn to be afraid

The Spook and his apprentice, Thomas Ward, deal with the dark. Together they rid the county of witches,
ghosts, and boggarts. But now there's some unfinished business to attend to in Priestown. Deep in the
catacombs of the cathedral lurks a creature the Spook has never been able to defeat; aforce so evil that the
whole county isin danger of being corrupted by its powers. The Bane!

As Thomas and the Spook prepare for the battle of their lives, it becomes clear that the Bane isn't their only
enemy. The Quisitor has arrived, searching for those who meddle with the dark so he can imprison them—or
worse.

Can Thomas defeat the Bane on hisown? Is his friend Alice guilty of witchcraft? And will the Spook be able
to escape the Quisitor's clutches?
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From Reader Review Curse of the Bane for online ebook
Liz Hopps (Elizabetha) says
4.5 porque hubiese querido un final del " problema” mas rimbombante (aunque la explicacion de por qué

no lo fue, me dejé muy satisfecha)

" Se agradece que las brujas coman bebes' o como se disfruta una novela de fantasmas, espantosy
otrasvarias edificantes companias

No sé por qué no se habla més de esta saga de libros, cuando es tan "sabrosa’. Intuyo que tal vez es porque
solo estan traducidos los tres primeros al espafiol y como sabemos, a muchos les da pereza leer en un idioma
gue no es el suyo o simplemente, no saben que existe. De cualquiera manera, €s una pena, porgque son
realmente buenos.

Tom es el séptimo hijo del séptimo hijo y como tal, tiene lafacilidad de "see dead people" entre otras
muchas cosas bucdlicas y pastoriles, como los boggarts y amigos varios de ese tipo. Salvo por eso, Tom es
como cualquier hijo de vecino quien, a ser el menor de unafamilia numerosa, debe buscarse un oficio para
vivir (eseso o morir de hambre o ser vilipendiado por tu familia) Por esta cualidad y gracias aladiligencia
de su peculiar madre, termina de aprendiz de "Espectro”, un vigjo cascarrabias, a medida camino entre un
chamén y un exorcista, quien se dedica alimpiar el condado de alimafias sobrenaturales. A parte de eso, un
trabajo honrado algo peculiar, no hay ninguna otra elemento tipico de las historias de "€l egidos"
adolescentes: ni una gran maldicion ni una profecia ni haber matado a Valdemort, nada, sélo son las
peripecias de un chico aprendiendo un oficio, tratando de no morir en el intento (y de no meter ala nifia que
leinteresa en unafosay taparla con una piedra por la eternidad). Por eso amo esta historia, porgue es una
gue ya conocemos, pero alavez no.

La primeranovelava de como Tom se acostumbra al Espectro (Spook en inglés), ladenominacion que sele
daal que gerce e trabgjo de lidiar con lo sobrenatural fuerade laiglesia estableciday de cémo traba amistar
con Alice, una chica de su edad, sobrina de una bruja, quien le ocasionara mas de un problemay mucho
interés. El libro cuya resefia leen, trata de sus avances como aprendiz, de como vuelve a encontrarse cona
Alice (en medio de un peligro terrible para el Espectroy paraé mismo) y como luchan contra un terrible y
malvado ser gargolesco, llamado La Pesadilla. Como ven, son tramas sencillas, |0 suficientemente
interesantes para picar tu curiosidad, ideales para pasear un buen rato y sobre todo, muy bien escritas e
hiladas. El autor tiene un oficio excelente y realmente cuenta la historia de una manera entreteniday muchas
veces, creepy. Creo podria decir que cada novela es como un capitulo de los X Files, te presenta un
"monstruo de lasemana' y teinvitaaver como los personajes se las arreglan con €.

Lo que s me gustaria sefialar, es que creo que estas novel as deberian ser més largas, con mas desarrollo y
finales mas complejos. Pero, como dije en laresefia del primer libro, algunas veces menosesmasy lo
prefiero asi que con hojas extras sin sentido. En todo caso, espero que se explaye mas en los que siguen.De
Verdad, me encantaria que tuvieran 100 o 200 hojas més.

Una de las cosas que méas me gustan de estas historias, es que en estarealidad, €l mal es realmente mal, nada
de malvados sexys cuya maldad radica principalmente en una"sexualidad oscuray tentadora’ (si, te miro ati
Darkling de "Sombray hueso") Aca, las brujas de comen alos nifios, hacen pasteles de sangre y en cualquier
momento puede venir un boggart en medio de lanoche a chupar el tuetano de tus huesos. Ademas alos
sospechosos de brujeria se les clavan agujas y seles arroja al agua para que se ahoguen, alas lamias se les



clavan las manos a rocas para que mueran guemadas por €l sol y cualquiera puede morir aplastado por un ser
monstruoso. Insisto, en estas trama la maldad no esta estereotipada ni es "romantica' con un aire de
oscuridad y condena byroniana (cualidad por la cual estoy un poco harta de que lo Unico que puedan hacer
los malos es tratar de seducir y asi atraer ala oscuridad a las pobres doncellas de las hovelas, como si ho
hubiera otras cosas peores que eso), no hay nada de "maldad idealiza' y eso es maravilloso. Esta es unade
las principal es razones de por qué la novela tiene escenas muy creepysy algo repugnantes, cosa gque celebro.
De hecho, en una de mis actualizaciones, comenté que la lectura me habia hecho tener pesadillas con la caza
y quema de brujas, asi que hdganse unaidea de las interesantes escenas que nos pinta el autor. Ojo, tampoco
es Gore o desagradable tipo peli de terror de serie b, pero para ser una novela"middle grade" es bastante
"intensa’ (como alguien sefia 6 por ahi, idea que comparto plenamente)

Desde un tiempo a esta parte, me he dado cuenta que disfruto mucho las novelas que tienen como punto de
vista principal, el de un protagonista masculino, de ahi mi shelf "Bart Simpson point of view". No quiero
parecer sexista, pero estoy aburrida de la heroina kickass, quien anda repartiendo desastres porque "ellalo
vale", alegando contralas responsabilidades que las "coharta en su libertad” (insertar "Let it go" de Frozen,
en cualquier version) y enamorandose por ahi, como si ho hubiese nada mejor que hacer. Quiero que me
entiendan bien, no tengo ningun problema con una de este tipo que sea inteligente/coherente, tampoco con
las del tipo "fragil que necesita ser salvada’, porque hasta esas chicas pueden ser interesantes, si son bien
retatradas. Creo que lo problemético, no es el punto de vista femenino, sino como | @s autor@s |o tratan en
sus tramas. No es que el POV de un hombre sea més interesante de por si, sino que Ultimamente, en los
libros que leo, la chica aburre o exaspera. En términos Disney, ahora hay muchas Elsas dando vueltasy
pocas Mulén o Bellas.Pero aca, aunque |la historia esta tratada desde la perspectiva de Tom, la protagonista,
Alice es un persongje sliper interesante. Ella siempre esta transitando entre el bieny e mal, a punto de
desviarse, recurriendo a malos medios para obtener buenos fines. Es inteligente y muy lista, osada, pero no a
punto de armar un lio sélo porque se le ocurrié que algo tenia que ser como a ellale sale de donde sea que
tiene &l cerebro. Alice es un muy buen persongje y la"enigmética' mama de Tom, también. Ambas son una
muestra de que no es necesario andar pateando culos para ser un buen persongje femenino.

En fin, recomiendo mucho estas novelas. Son livianitas, bien escritas, entretenidasy " sabrosas'. No
hay grandes sorpresas, pero latrama eslo suficientemente interesantesy bien construida, como para
hacerte pasar un excelente momento mientraslaslees. También debo mencionar, como punto a favor,
gue carecen por completo ese humor tipo " gag" deseriegringa quetanto odioy que me hizo
desagradable los libros de Rick Riordan. Otra cosa favorabley que facilita mucho la lectura, es que,
debido a como esta narrada la historia, te encarifias facilmente con los per sonajes

Per sonalmente, cuando acabe con €l tercer libro, leeréresto dela saga en inglés:)

Faye, la Patata says

This onewas so irritating to read. | hated Tom Ward in this one. He was such awussy who kept refusing to
see the bigger picture, who kept disobeying his master, who kept whining about Poor Alice even if she was
responsible for so many bad things due to what she did. It pissed me off how he kept justifying her actions,
and how he was so willing to risk so many innocent lives due to POOR FUCKING ALICE. arghhhhhhhhh




Mike (the Paladin) says

L et me open thiswith a caveat or two.

First always be sure that your children/youths are mature enough to read any Y A novel, this one included. Be
sure that when reading afantasy novel especialy one with ahorror context that they have agood reality
concept.

Second and for this novel be aware of the attitude in these books (The Wardstone Chroniclesin the UK or
The Spook's Apprentice books in the US) toward "the church”. I'm not Roman Catholic, but am a Christian.
Were my kids small, I'd have | et them read thee books (they were both able to read young plus | read to them
from avery early age). While the author never says "Catholic" here, we have priests, brothers, "making the
sign of the cross’, and (later) it's mentioned that the only thing " Spooks" and "Priests' have in common is
celibacy. Thereis a...somewhat negative view of "the church" while the main character expresses a view that
he believesin God, he apparently has little use for the church.

| kept remembering aline from the movie Men in Black, when Tommy Lee Jones was explaining how bad it
was that the alien was "abug". Will Smith's character answers "you were stung as a child weren't you?' |
wonder if maybe the writer had a bad experience with someone in the Cathaolic church...

Well whatever, thiswill be a non-issue for some and big issue for others. 1'd say read the books first then use
your judgement... you do something that's extremely unusual in this day and age, act like a parent.

Okay, all that aside, these are (so far) well written books and | (as an over the hill old curmudgeon) enjoy
them/this one. Again we are with Tom Ward the apprentice Spook who seems constitutionally unable to do
what he's told by his master or be honest with him for that matter and therefore ends up in the soup.

Of course, the Spook himself isn't perfect and sets up his own "fall into the soup pot" situations. Here we
must deal with athreat from the Spook's younger days. He has to go "back" to the "Priest town" and face a
threat that almost killed him before...athreat of terrible proportions. Of course he must also face...The
Quisitor (read Inquisitor).

It's bound to get sticky.
While there are flaws thisis a good book, the second in what [ooks like it might be a pretty good Y A series. |

plan to follow it up. I've run across alot of youth books | felt weren't...al that great, lately. It's good to find
onethat'sfairly well told and based on an interesting idea. 1'd say, try it. See what you think.

kkkkkkkkkkkhkkkk*k &)me $0|Iers beIOW kkhkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkx



Tom also has to go on dealing with Alice (whom we met in the fist volume). She just can't seem to keep out
trouble and is apparently never going to be able to stay away from "the dark". The Spook has a sure remedy
for that however...the witch pit, and Tom just can't bear the thought. He uses something from the Spook's
past however, something he's not supposed to know about to keep her from it.

But isthat for the best? | find myself wondering about the Spook's witch remedy (is being trapped and
starved in a pit better than burning? It's atricky question and one reason | advise parents to be aware.)

| also wonder if "in the end" Alice may not be Tom's weakness. Oh well, like | said a pretty good series, so
far.

Jeff says

"Curse of the Bane" is another installment in the Last Apprentice chronicles that relates the adventures of
Tom Ward and his mentor the Spook who travels around and rids people of supernatural monsters.

I have been enjoying this series even though some of the scenes depictted are rather dark in atmosphere for a
young adult book. As amiddle schooler | would have really enjoyed this series had it been available then.
Heck, as an adult | really enjoy this series!

The writing is smart and the stories are very engaging. i especially appreciate the on-going relationship that
young Tom Ward has with a young witch named Alice. Not everyoneis evil through and through and it may
be that their cicumstances are harder to deal with than what others are dealing with. Mr. Delaney has given
his characters a sense of compassion that is in tension with the job they are tasked to do.

Allin all, avery enjoyable read even though there are hints of more darkness to come.

"Curse of the Bane" is avery good adventure story with memorable characters. Recommended.

Hanzel says

Well, It is starting to get interesting, this feels like Harry Potter only the horror version, unlike Mr. Potter,
who had so many many friends, Thomas doesn't have that much, only his mother and the Spook, but what a
mother!!!!

Good things about the book, expansion of the Delaney world, earlier ghosts, witches and boggarts, now we
have the Bane, atougher, more malevolent entity, more glimpses of Mr. Gregory's bygone days and
yesteryears, origin of Mister and Missus Ward and of course, we see how Thomas begins to grow!!!!

More Alice!!!l Began sheisto the Dark Side!!!

M aythavee says

This book wastes no time with the boring introduction and plunges us straight into the bidding of Tom'sfirst
boggart. Just like the first book, Joseph Delaney manages to evoke feelings of fear and dread on amost every
page. | wasreally crept out by the Bane and his whispers and description. | can still picture it in my mind...

Anyway, in this book, we learn more about the characters including the Spook's involvement with two



women, one being awitch! No wonder, he warns Tom to be careful of girl with pointy shoes. And Tom's
mom, | knew there was something different about her but | didn't expect her to be a... (I'm not going to spail
you) but how she and Tom's dad met reminds me of the Greek myth of Andromeda and Perseus.

Also, Aliceisback and sheis closer to the Dark than ever. It isinteresting to see her work with Tom and the
Spook. | like how Tom has a soft spot for her so he would try and defend her against the Spook.

Overal, aredly great sequel! | take back what | said about reading it at night not being agood idea. It gives
you the perfect atmosphere which makes the book even more effective so | suggest to read it at night :P

BaA?ving Aog?kIEp says

?mwg 10 TEP?UEVA ?tal AotTty ?tav ! NMoA? KATATMAHKTIKO BiA?0 Kot 20 H?p0¢ TNG OELP? KAl
TOA? KOA?TEPO aTr? 10 10 BIA?0 O MaBntevuevoC Tov ZTouK ! TMOoA? T10 TPOHOKTIK? ATr? TO 10
BIBA?0 KOl €2u01 0?Y0LUPOG ?T1 KO TA ETTPUEVO PIBA?0 TNG OEIP? ?tol aKPIB?¢ eval HHIMe A0
TEPIOC?TEPN dP?01N KAl AVATPIXZAEC ALT? TO BIPA?0 V1w EETEPV?EL TO 10 BIBA0 KOl OTIOS?TOTE
Ba dlafB?0wKal Ta LTPA0IT 7 BIPA?0 TNG OE1P?¢ Ta Xpovik? Tou EvAoynpu?vou AtBaplo? rou
PX0ULV BYE? U2XPL T?200 KO 2XW ATIOKT?0El U2XPL OTIYU?C Kal ta 7 !

Me TEPIOO?TEPN OKOTEIV? ATU?0@AIP0 KOl EPOATIK?C OKNV?G KAl TEPIYPOQ?C N TOA? TPOUEP?
KOTOTAANKTIK? 1OTOP?0 UE TIC OKOTEIV?C KAl AVATPLXIOOTIK?C KOl ETNKVOUVEC TEPITIZTEIEC KA
MTEA?OEC TOU T2U, TNC PAIC KAl TOU ZTIOUK OUVEX2LETAI KAAPTIEPN AT TP ALT? TNV EOP? A?Y0 T1 O
HOKPI? aTt? TO TG?TVTEV TNV 200 ETIXEIP?0EWY TWV OTIOGTOAV TOU ZTIOUK KAl BACIK? K?p10
KOUU?TI KOl T2M0G OAKANPNC TNE TAOK?E, TNC OEIP?C KAL TV TEPITETEIV TOU ZTIOUK TIPOC TNV
Mot d0?rmoAN WIa 1EP? TTPAN TOL QUA?EL VA ETIKVOUVO, CATAVIK? KAl BaV?01H0 TV ?0XUP0
TA?0UA UE TO Voud PAPUXKI: MIa OXEONV TIV?0XUPN OVI?INTA PE OKOTEIV?C QUVAUELC TIOU TNV
K?2V0ULV VO €VaI AV BE?C TIPOKAAE? UEY?A0 KAK? E TIC OKOTEIV?C OUVPUEIC TNG OTOUC KATO?KOUC
KOl TOLC 1EPE?C TNC MaTd0?IOANC AVaYK 2{0VTA G TOUG VA TIPOKAOA 700UV TPOUEP? KO PPIKT?
TP?YUATA U200 oTNV T7AN !

Mo aUT? AOITTV 0 ZTIOUK PAd? Je ToV T2U KAl TNV 2ALG TAEIBE?0VV TIPOC TNV TIPAN ALT?VIa va
OTOAT?00LV TO PAPUXKI, VA OVAKOAAPOUV K?ToId BaV?01U0 LUCTIK? 0 VA Yid TO TIPEAB ToU
OAAOUVO? KO VO TEAEI?00UV K 2101 PANEG DOVAEI 7¢ eT?0NC !!

TNV TOPE?0 TOLE Ba 2pBOLY AVTIU?TWITOI E T?0£C dOKI LA O ?eC, PPAOUC KAl EXOPO?C ATT? TO
TIPEABV, TO TPV KA TO LZAAOV TOUC, OTNV OTI0?0 TIOPE?A KOl KUP2WE VA TIC OVAKEG TNG
1OTOP?0G KAl TWV TEPITETELY TOLC 8O CUMHUET?X0LV TIDAAO? Ua O1 2POPOI1 X0 PAKT?PEC TIOL B

T ?E0UV 0 KOBVAC TOV P?A0 TOU, AAA? ETT?20NG KAL O VA PE TOV PAA0 ! Za¢ TPOTEVW ALT? TO
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E2al n am?Autn og1p? OKOTEIV?C EQNPBIK?C aVTAO?0¢ TPZUOU OTI0? KAl HEY?A0L ‘VBPWIOl 0K 2UN
KOl TOL? TV 9 XPOVN UTIOPOV VA OTIOAC 200UV OAA? ET?0NC N CUYKEKPLUN OEIP? ENAL 2Tl
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OE?TE TAIV?EC TPUOL AAAN? 2XETE BAPEBE? TIC TAIVZEC TPAUOU, 2TOL AOITIA UTIOPE?TE AVTI? Vid TAIV



Amir Arman says

3/5
not perfect also not bad
around average

[Name Redacted] says

A disappointing follow-up to Delaney's excellent first novel. The heavy-handed anti-clericalism and anti-
ecclesiasticism certainly didn't help, but the overall narrative also felt remarkably flat (despite agripping
opening), the characters seemed unengaging and unengaged in one another, and the "big bad” felt like an
inappropriate villain for the second story in along-running series. The Bane would have been a better fit for
alater -- perhaps even final -- volume, or as arecurring villain. Instead we hear how horrifying and powerful
heis, but rarely get more than a glimpse of that power, and he appears startlingly easy to defeat.

The"horror" of thisvolume is also lacking. We see a couple creepy things and two genuinely gruesome
deaths (a cat and an old man, though the latter isfairly lackluster), but the overall sense of menace and terror
ismissing. The story isflat, the characters are flat, and the Bane is actually arather pathetic villain. | suspect
thisis, in part, because the author really just wanted to use this volume as a platform to rail against hisvision
of medieval priests and British churches; far more text and time is spent dwelling on how eeeeeeeeeeevil
those two elements are than on the Bane itself.

Whereas the first volume took me about 2 days, this one took me well over a month. | found myself drifting
and slogging through this book, forcing myself to keep reading ssimply so i could put it back on the shelf.
And once I'd finished, | felt little more than relief that | didn't have to keep reading it. Not a good sign.

I'll read the next book, but this volume makes me glad | only bought the first three. If things don't pick up in
the next entry, | won't be continuing with the series.

EDIT: Also, the author asserts that Christians believed women did not have souls, which is A) not true, and
B) anachronistic. Thisbook is set in what appears to be the Dark Ages, but the aforementioned claim was an
urban legend invented during the Reformation period due to a misunderstanding. A young scholar in the
1500s published what he thought was a hilarious satirical pamphlet in which he pretended to make that claim
based on the ambiguity of the word "homo" (it means both "human" and "adult male") in the Latin Vulgate
of the Bible; unfortunately for him, a Lutheran preacher didn't get the joke and begin an angry campaign
against the preacher. So not only was this never a claim actually made by any Christians, but it was intended
to be self-evidently preposterous. Delaney's antipathy towards medieval Catholicism wound up turning him
into amodern day version of that Lutheran preacher.

Tatjana says

Ne&to dinami7iji nastavak, ne automatski i bolji. ZadrZana je delimi?no ona prijatna atmosfera.



Evgeny says

Tom Ward is a Spook's apprentice. The Spooks are the people who deal with malevolent supernatural forces
using mundane means. their physical strength, their wits, and their knowledge. This profession is somewhat
similar to this:

The book starts with Tom's first independent assignment of containing a highly dangerous boggart. He
succeeded, but not before the local priest was killed. The priest happens to be a brother of Tom's mentor who
wants to give the last respect to hislate brother.

The problem is all the priests are buried in the city called Priestown. Think local Vatican. Priests hate Spooks
and their Quisitor - think Grand Inquisitor - burns them in a bonfire without any trail most of the time.
Unfortunately our heroes have no choice but to go as they have another even more important businessin
Priestown: something very big and very bad lurking in the local catacombs, something which almost killed
the Spook when he was younger and at his physical prime.

Thisbook is asfast and easy read as the first one; it is also as spooky. | complained about some of the
characters being undevel oped before, now we finally have some devel opment happening. We learn more
about the background of the Spook and Tom's parents with some very unexpected facts coming out.

The story also raises avery difficult question: can you fight evil with greater evil? If you do, what does it
make you? If you managed to achieve highly noble goals, does it make the means were justifiable? | was
really pondering about these while reading.

In conclusion this rates with 4 very solid stars. If you liked the first book, you will like this one. If you are
looking for a horror series written with young adults in mind but which can be read by anybody even past
that age, look no further than this.

http.//knlgolandla_mfo/book review’/s...



Allie says

Third time through with this audiobook. | can't believe | originally gaveit 5 stars. Hmm. | had recently given
birth when | first rated it, so maybe | was on some kind of high? | don't know. The second time through was
because my audiobook options were really limited. Thistime around it was to listen to it with my boys. My
10 year old gaveit 5 stars, my 16 year old gaveit 4. I'd say 3.5, rounded down because the narrator was not
easy to listen to. Most of his voices were purposefully shaky, and it was really annoying.

The plot on thisone just didn't interest me as much as the other books.

Danielle The Book Huntress (Back to the Books) says

| started this series years ago, and | was impressed that thisis genuinely scary horror fiction for younger
readers. Finally, | was able to pick this series up with the second book. | actually own thisin Kindle and
Paperback, but | wanted a scary book to listen to on audio for Halloween. Needless to say, | didn't finish it
until November.

So | guess | should talk about my thoughts on the book. Frankly, | didn't like this as much as Book One. |
guess | liked the evil witch villain more than | liked the Bane (and the weak humans he manipulated and
used to do his evil).

The storyline touches in uncomfortable ways how the church may have done more harm than good in the
fight against evil. Witches are being persecuted and burned (and many aren't even witches) in the name of
God. Y eah, that can definitely lead to trouble when you use God as an excuse to hurt others or to manipulate
things to your advantage over others. That doesn't speak to God's character at al, but many who don't know
God can sometimes believe in the evil acts of people more than they believe in who God really is. The truth
isthat God is represented through a believer's actions than anything else.

The book shows that sometimes the worse evil is human evil. That's not to say that thereis not an obvious
supernatural component to this book. But frankly, if the Bane was not able to find humans to use and
manipulate, he probably wouldn't have done as much harm in this book as he did.

One thing | can say about Delaney isthat he taps into the complexity of human nature. Aliceis ayoung
woman who is on the edge. She tiptoesinto the dark in the name of doing what is right, and young Thomas
feels sympathy and loyalty for her that conflicts with hisloyalty to his master, the Spook, John Gregory.
Even though he knows and fears the worst about Alice, he can't abandon her without trying to help her.
Ultimately, it turns out that hisinstincts are right in many ways, and he has to stand by them even when
things look most dire.

| really liked the backstory on Thomas' parents. That was very, very cool. Another ook at the complexity of
good and evil in this context of this story. But Delaney also stresses that it involves the choices that we
make. If you're going to be a good person, you have to choose to do what isright, and if you take the step in
the other direction, it's because of choices you make. Even in the contest of Christian belief, while we



believe in salvation through faith, a person still has to choose to believe and to live alife that reflects that
belief with the help of God's spirit living in them.

The Bane was a scary bad guy, and the story has some genuine chills and thrills. However, | didn't find it as
magnetic as the first book. | think the Bane was too one-dimensional as avillain. Having said that, | still
enjoy this series and I'm eager to see what the next book has to offer this reader.

| definitely wouldn't recommend thisto any readers younger than a mature twelve. It's scary and it shows
some really dark aspects of human nature. Asfar as parental oversight, reading this book would have some
very important discussion points about what faith really represents and how the church has aresponsibility to
the community and others. This book does not show the church in a positive light at al.

Overdl rating: 3.5/5.0 stars.

Jenifer says

Four very solid stars! I'm loving this series because | think its so well written for the age group it targets.
Pretty scary, but not super evil or disturbing; characters who make mistakes and admit it, who grow and
evolve; and a plot that moves along in an interesting and engaging way, building on the past and for the
future of this series.

A quote from Tomas Ward's mom;

"Y ou've been Mr. Gregory's apprentice for nearly six months, so you've had long enough to see things for
yourself," she said. "And by now the dark has noticed you and will be trying to hunt you down. So you'rein
danger, son, and for awhile that danger will keep on growing. But remember this. Y ou're growing, too.
You're growing up fast. Each breath, each beat of your heart makes you stronger, braver, better. John
Gregory's been struggling against the dark for years, preparing the way for you. Because, son, when your'e a
man, then it'll be the dark's turn to be afraid, because then you'll be the hunter, not the hunted. That's why |
gaveyou life."

Esma Tezgi says

Ak kitaptan hem daha giizel hem daha hareketli bir kitapt?, ilk sayfalarda ba?ayan hareket kitabh?n geri
kalan”na da hakim oldu. Kitap Thomas ve hayaletin, Zehir adl? cok kéti bir di?manla miicadelesini konu
al?yor vetabii ki olaylar sadece Zehir'le snrl? kalm?yor, ba?ka di?manlarda var.

Okurken hi¢c s?kAmad?m, sayfalar h?zla akt? gitti, yazar?nda tempoyu di?irmemesi okumay? daha zevkli
hale getirdi.

Hayaletin Laneti gerilimi bol guzel bir kitapt?. Turtne gore gizel ve ba?ar?? bir seri, ben sevdim ve devam
etmekte istiyorum. ?Aerleyen kitaplar?n daha glizel olaca??n? umuyorum.

http://yorumatolyesi.blogspot.com/201...




Kirsten says

4,5

Ahmad Sharabiani says

Curse of the Bane (The Last Apprentice, #2), 2005, Joseph Delaney

Characters: Mr. Gregory, Thomas J. Ward, Alice Deane

Abstract: The Spook and his apprentice, Thomas Ward, deal with the dark. Together they rid the county of
witches, ghosts, and boggarts. But now there's some unfinished business to attend to in Priestown. Deep in
the catacombs of the cathedral lurks a creature the Spook has never been able to defeat; aforce so evil that
the whole county is in danger of being corrupted by its powers. The Bane!

As Thomas and the Spook prepare for the battle of their lives, it becomes clear that the Bane isn't their only
enemy. The Quisitor has arrived, searching for those who meddle with the dark so he can imprison them--or
worse.

Can Thomas defeat the Bane on his own? Is his friend Alice guilty of witchcraft? And will the Spook be able
to escape the Quisitor's clutches?

77?

Duffy Pratt says

Perhaps the silliest title I've seen. If you don't know what | mean, | suggest you look "bane" up in the
dictionary. It comes straight from the Department of Redundancy Department.

Nonetheless, | liked the book and thought it was a very good sequel to Revenge of the Witch. In most series
I've encountered, the second book will expand the world and the cast of characters. Here, while we do get to
see a bit more of the County, the characters remain largely the same -- Tom, the Spook, and Alice are again
central. Mam and Tom's family are on the periphery. We do get introduced to the Spook's brother, who may
play arole later in the series. But otherwise, the new characters tend to be antagonists, and antagonists who
are unlikely to reappear in the series. | don't think that's a bad thing, but the book felt much morelike a
standalone book as aresult, and less like the blossoming of a bigger series.

From what | can see, the main tension in this series will be whether it's OK to use dark magic to accomplish
good. As aresult, even though Tom and the Spook are the main focus of the stories, | think the most
interesting characters are the women -- Alice and Mam. Delaney hasn't actually revealed it yet, but it's pretty
clear that Mam has a dark past. Tom hasn't guessed (and it will be interesting to see how he deals with his
blindness on the topic), but it seems clear that Mam is alamia witch with a bad past, and she is a powerful



one at that. I'm surprised that Delaney has managed to hold this in suspense for the first two books.

After two books, | think this series has alot of promise. The ending here (spoiler coming) share's much with
the ending of Harry Potter, but | think Delaney nails the idea of sacrifice much better than Rowling did, and
he notably did this ayear and a half before Deathly Hollows came out.

R?zvan Timar says

O carte de la care am am avut a?tept?i foarte mari 2 care nu m-adezam?git. Delaney se pricepe de minune
lapovetile alerte 7, pe alocuri, insp?Zimant?oare, fr? s? fac? vreun deserviciu personajelor strAucite pe
care le-am intélnit Tn primul volum.




