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Do you have a cheating spouse? Has counseling failed? Want to get even? Then hire Infidelity
Limited…

Olivia Shaw grew up poor on the wrong side of the tracks, but with her thriving real estate business and a
solid marriage, her life finally feels stable…until she discovers her husband is cheating. Enraged, her sister
offers a solution: Infidelity Limited, a firm that promises to rough up her husband and scare him straight.

Overnight, Olivia’s life is upended as she, like all of Infidelity Limited’s clients, is drawn into a dark web of
blackmail and murder. Now, Olivia is emerging as a prime suspect in her husband’s death. As a dogged
detective closes in, Olivia has only one option: take down Infidelity Limited before it’s too late.
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From Reader Review Deceptive Practices for online ebook

Dolly says

4.50 Stars

What a wild ride!

What I liked: Deceptive Practices was my first read by author Simon Wood. I was looking for something
completely different and NetGalley had this offering. I had been trying to read in some of my normal genres
but nothing was holding my attention.

Deceptive Practices seemed to start just a bit slow but when events started happening, I was spell bound. So,
you find out your husband is cheating; what do you do? You could confront him/them, suck it up or maybe
go for a little pay back. No, you don’t cheat but you decide to have your husband roughed up to feel a bit of
the pain you’re feeling.

Olivia with advice from her sister decides on having her husband, Richard, roughed up and then she would
file for divorce. The whole set up with Infidelity Limited is you pay them to teach your cheating spouse a
lesson they shouldn’t forget. The business is by referral only and Olivia’s sister, Clare, gives her the number
to call.

Initially, I thought, what’s with all the cloak and dagger with the meeting but Mr. Wood's attention to detail
ensures you, as the reader, are fully aware of what’s going on throughout the book. The premise is different;
the characters weren’t exactly likable but I think that’s the point.

Olivia meets with her “case officer”, agrees to the terms, and the events are set in motion. What Clare didn’t
expect was the death of Richard. Sounds interesting, huh. Well from this point on, I could not put the book
down. I can’t say anymore but just know, it’s pretty twisted and highly entertaining!

What I didn’t like: It does seem to start just a bit slowly but after finishing Deceptive Practices, I can think of
no other way to speed it along.

The e-book is very reasonably priced at $4.99 and free for Kindle Unlimited members.

Based on the way Deceptive Practices was written plus the quality of writing, I want to try more books by
Mr. Wood. I just must find the time.

I received an advanced copy of Deceptive Practices from NetGalley.

Highly Recommended!!

Marta Cox says

I saw this book recommended on a blog that I follow and thought the premise sounded intriguing . It's by a
new to me author who clearly wants to shock his readers. The idea of retribution and more than a little pay



back might not be as straightforward as everyone believes . What is right and what is wrong is strongly
brought to question here and as crazy as it sounds perhaps the victim isn't always the person you wish to
cheer for.
From the first page I was hooked as Olivia faces a harsh truth about her husband. Everything that follows is
because Olivia feels the marriage she believed in is dead. There's a kind of grief that engulfs her with an
uncanny acceptance and an overwhelming feeling of anger that leaves her wanting her husband to see how
wrong his behaviour is. Olivia turns to her sister Clare but that's when her path descends into something that
most would consider to be anything but normal and yet Olivia is the victim here isn't she?
Two sisters, Olivia successful and supposedly good. Clare, a gambler, down on her luck and clearly a loser.
So do I see two sides to one coin or is it perhaps not that straightforward ? I think I'm supposed to empathise
with Olivia and yet perhaps my sense of morality prevented that. The supposed villain of this story is Roy
and yet ironically he felt like the only character with a backstory that contained depth. He is undoubtedly a
monster and yet there's just something about his home life that felt so messed up it was truly sad.
There are other characters sprinkled in , victims and perpetrators and annoyingly an old flame of Olivia's
who was just so wooden I wanted to scream . As for the cardboard cut out that is detective Finz, well
honestly he's not exactly Columbo and that's a fact! I'm left thinking it was an unsatisfactory ending with
things not quite resolved but perhaps the author wanted that. There is the possibility of more if he wanted to
revisit this storyline but it's not black or white. Just who really is the victim here and did any crime deserve
the punishment dealt? I'd suggest you read it yourself and find out exactly where your own moral compass
leads you
This voluntary opinion is of an advance reader copy from Netgalley

MissSusie says

Tanya Eby's narration is so amazing there were times I had to remind myself this wasn't a multi-voice
narration, her male voices were so authentic and all the different characters each have their own voice that
you know exactly who is talking. Bravo!

This book kept me on the edge of my seat and never let up. The spiraling events keep you guessing and you
can’t help but wonder what would I do in the situation. You are horrified right along with Olivia as the
revelations of what she actually signed up for reveal themselves. I don’t want to give anything away so I will
say listen to this book! You won’t be disappointed!

I discovered this author through the Kindle First program and have devoured all his books since, his writing
is right up there with Coben and Gardner he is a master at the psychological thriller.

Highly recommend.
5 Stars

Janet Newport says

This was a real slog for me....slow and whiny characters and I ended up skipping parts just to push may way
through. I'm still not real sure why I even bothered to finish.



Tanya Eby says

I had a blast narrating this. It moves fast with a hint of Hitchcock suspense thrown in there. And the idea of
Infidelity Limited scares the crap out of me. Great book. Should be a great listen too.

Shirley Wetzel says

Deceptive Practices
Simon Wood
Nov. 2016
Suppose you learn your spouse is cheating. Suppose that makes you so angry you want revenge. Nothing big,
just get someone to rough him up a little. When Olivia Shaw pours out her tale of woe to her sister, sis
knows just what to do. She puts her in touch with Infidelity Limited, an under-the-radar firm that specializes
in teaching straying spouses or significant others a lesson they won’t soon forget.
The smooth talking owner tells Olivia that, for the mere sum of $5,000, he will take care of her little
problem. She pays up, wondering if she’d regret it. Things don’t go as planned, or at least not how she’d
expected it to go. Mr. Smooth Talker tells her hubby is dead. Bad enough, but he then informs her that he has
evidence that will point to her as the prime suspect. He will take it to the police unless she gives him more
money and performs a task for him.
Olivia is just an ordinary woman, with no particular skills for the thing he asks of her. When she realizes she
is trapped in a nightmare of blackmail and murder, she pulls herself together, and with a little help from a
friend, she sets out to bring Infidelity Limited to its knees, and free the other victims from the claws of its
nefarious owner.
Can she do it? Tension builds to an almost unbearable level with each turn of the page. The odds seem
unsurmountable, but she keeps on going to the bitter end.
Simon Wood, the award-winning author of over a dozen books and more than one hundred fifty short stories,
is the master of writing thrillers that throw ordinary people into extraordinary situations, putting them
through devilish ordeals.

Gloria Feit says

From the publisher: Olivia Shaw grew up poor on the wrong side of the tracks, but with her thriving real
estate business and a solid marriage, her life finally feels stable . . . until she discovers her husband is
cheating. Enraged, her sister offers a solution: Infidelity Limited, a firm that promises to rough up her
husband and scare him straight. Overnight, Olivia’s life is upended as she, like all of Infidelity Limited’s
clients, is drawn into a dark web of blackmail and murder. Now, Olivia is emerging as a prime suspect in her
husband’s death. As a dogged detective closes in, Olivia has only one option: take down Infidelity Limited
before it’s too late.

This newest book from Simon Wood grabs the reader from page one, where Olivia, now in her forties,
discovers that her marriage of eight years is not what she’d thought, when she sees her husband literally in
the arms of another woman. The recommendation of her sister, Clare, older by three years and “the closest



thing to a friend Olivia had,” despite their rocky relationship, feels like the right course of action, until of
course it turns out to be anything but. She is told by the aforementioned Infidelity Limited (“a discreet
service that deals with infidelity issues”) and its owner, Roy (who was “in his fifties and had an ex-football-
player look to him”) that they “tailor our approach to your specific situation.” Or not.

Olivia is no stranger to widowhood: Her first husband had died in a drunk-driving accident after two years of
marriage. Though there was no question at the time that it was an accident, it is only one more reason that the
cops are looking at her as the prime suspect in the present situation, something which Roy had counted on.

As the book nears its denouement, the suspense and actual fear of what might happen next are palpable for
the reader. From that point on, the pages couldn’t turn fast enough. I tried to imagine how the author would
wrap this up, with an ingenious plot whose end I just couldn’t fathom. To call the book a page-turner doesn’t
do it justice. I have loved all this author’s prior novels, but this outdoes the ones that came before. Highly
recommended.

Parenthetically, I was touched by the author’s dedication of the book to Royston, his beloved four-legged
friend who died not long ago; he also manages to get him [well, his name, anyway] onto a page in the book –
well done, sir!

BookwormCatLady says

I usually love anything written by Simon Wood but this was very nearly a DNF for me. It's not often I like
the 'baddy' more than the main character but Olivia's character was lacking... well, a character!

It was all a bit far-fetched to the point of being a bit ridiculous at times.

I mean, Andrew... really?!

Disappointed but hoping this is just a blip. Readers who are unfamiliar with Simon Wood as an author
should definitely read his other books but I personally would give this one a swerve.

Thanks to Thomas & Mercer for allowing me to read this ARC in exchange for an honest review.

Lisa says

Wow! This book was so intense! It delves into the human psyche and paints a picture of just how far man
kind will go when faced with devastating news. The characters were ordinary people in life when they first
made one horrible decision in the heat of the moment. Once that happened, there was no turning back. Not
knowing what the true outcome would be or what would be required of them afterwards, desperate times
lead to desperate measures. My heart broke at the end for the guy that killed Olivia's husband. I know it's
wrong and he will have to live with it the rest of his life, but sometimes things had to happen to protect
something of value in someone's life. This shows that anyone, no matter who, and from all walks of life, is
capable of committing horrible and unspeakable acts under the right circumstances. If they would just take a



few minutes to set back and really think, they wouldn't choose this path.

The author, as usual, had me gripping the edge of my seat from the very start to finish. I swear it's like riding
some big really fast roller coaster. Once you get on and put the seat belt on, there's no stopping to get off
until the very end. I listened to this in one day. I am so addicted to Mr Wood's writing. If you like to listen to
books, check out the audiobook. The narrator is great. I was worried because I loved the narrator for The
One That Got Away, but this one was equally great. You will love the characters. Even the bad guy seemed
to still have feelings at the end, in his own twisted way. What he justified as being ok was wrong. Well, I
don't want to spoil it. But you gotta read/listen to this!

Kay*FindMeInThePages* says

*Spoilers*

What do you do when your spouse cheats on you? If you want them to feel some of the pain you’re
experiencing you contact Infidelity Limited, who will rough them up for a small fee, or at least that’s what
they say. However, after they up the stakes by killing your spouse they have all the evidence they need to
send you to prison unless you make the next kill for them. This is the basis for Simon Wood’s thriller
Deceptive Practices.

When Olivia finds out the consequences of her revenge against her husband she does everything in her
power to take down the organization without going to prison herself. She is aided by an old flame she
contacts after 20 years (really?). Together they work to take down this highly successful, secret organization.

I particularly like the villain, Roy. His character was very well written and was very contradictory. In a book
about immoral spouses and the lengths they will go to, he was the best example of love and devotion in the
book. He loved his lady and it showed.

This book is a stand alone, but the pieces are in place for a follow up story.

Published November 15th 2016 by Thomas & Mercer
*ARC provided via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review*

Danielle (The Blonde Likes Books) says

I struggled a little bit with the plot on this one, as well as with the characters. I felt like I wasn't quite rooting
for anyone, and I couldn't quite connect with any of them. Overall, not my favorite, but not horrible either.

Patty Moller says

Best thriller ever

I couldn’t put this book down. It was one of the best thrillers I’ve ever read. The whole premise of the book



was fantastic, a bit creepy but great.

Patty Mitchell says

I liked the book it was like no story I had read before. You feel an adrenaline rush wondering what is going
to happen next. I can that he puts a lot of time into his stories they are very intricate. (Audible)

Sheila Beaumont says

Well, that was a fun thrill ride! As usual, Simon Wood has concocted an ingenious, riveting, fast-paced
story, populated by a variety of entertaining characters. I especially liked Olivia and Andrew. The ending is
satisfying, though not without loose ends. I loved that the author pays tribute to his late, beloved dog,
Royston, in the dedication and in the story itself ("Royston's pizza"). I've enjoyed all of this writer's books
that I've read, and I think this is one of his best.

John says

Simon Wood never fails to hook me into his unique intriguing plots. Olivier Shaw is enraged when she
discovers that her husband is cheating on her and wants revenge. Her unscrupulous
sister Clare introduces her to 'Infidelity Limited' who took money to beat him up to teach him a lesson. He
was beaten to death, and Olivier is a prime suspect. She is also subject to extortion and finds she may have to
kill to 'buy' her freedom.
That's enough to keep anybody hooked, but believe me there is a lot more.


