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Carey Rulo says

Refreshing and original fairytalesfor thedigital generation

Lee S. Hawke simultaneously treads the literary paths of The Brothers Grimm and Bradbury to create seven
new fairytales for the digital generation.

Among these spellbinding stories, readers will meet:

A reluctant soldier who finds hope in the devastation of humanity's final war.

A young girl who decides an unknown reality is preferable to a virtual world.

Two strangers who discover the power of human contact in an increasingly technological world.
A young boy who figures out that sometimes living the lie is better than knowing the truth.

A man who re-discovers his appreciation for beauty in aworld of mind-numbing similarity.

A young lady who learns that sometimes assimilation is the only path to safety and survival.

And, finally, a couple suffering from a catastrophic loss who have to learn to reconnect to their humanity and
one another.

In the tradition of both fine folklore and science fiction, Hawke reveal s both the positive and negative
aspects of human nature paired with settings and scenarios that hit just close enough home to leave readers
feeling alittle uncomfortable.

I highly recommend this book to anyone who enjoys science fiction, fairytales, or just reading in general.
These short stories will keep you entertained and engaged.

Amber says

I've always been afan of Fairy Tales, so when | found the opportunity to beta-read a collection of Science
Fiction "fairy tales," | couldn't help myself; | doveright in. Lee S. Hawke's Division contains 7 short stories,
and | was lucky enough to receive afree copy in exchange for my thoughts and comments. It was a new and
fascinating experience for me, being able to see the stories change, witnessing the "before" and "after."
Hawke truly takes his reader's opinions to heart.

The stories are all vastly different from each other, exploring various elements of Science Fiction, while
managing to still bring something new to the table. The ambiguity of his characters lets your imagination
take control, and pushes yourself to think beyond the societal norms.



| found many metaphors throughout these stories to be refreshing, illustrating many issues facing our society
today. Among them, my favourite were the messages of acceptance, and the light that was shed upon the
sufferers of chronic illness.

While | did receive afree e-book, | intend to someday purchase a tangible copy of this Sci-Fi collection. My
only complaint is that they were short stories; | didn't want them to end!

Disa Marnesdottr says

I've read this before. | will undoubtedly read it again. | got it for free, Amazon tells me, in February of 2015.
I'd never read anything by the author before, and had no ideawhat | wasin for. It's a collection of seven short
stories, each one dark and sparkling, so short that any summary would be a spoiler, but that's okay. It won't
take you long to read it. | just checked--the ebook is only ninety-nine cents. Go get it.

Ledliesays

Disclaimer: The fact that the author was kind enough to provide a free copy of the book in exchange for a
review in no way affects the candor of the opinions expressed herein.

From the very first sentence, Lee Hawke's style reminded me of my favorite sci-fi author, Isaac Asimov.
When | heard the word "fairytale" | mistakenly assumed they would be retellings of the tales originally by
the Brothers Grimm or Hans Christian Andersen and the like.

Thank you, Lee, for helping me understand the true nature of afairytale asit was originally intended. These
are no talking animals and princesses yearning for love—these are solemn stories and poignant messages

designed to draw the reader in and strike at the very core of their psyche.

"Division™ will thrill your imagination and blow your mind at the same time. And if the last and titular story
doesn't leave you wiping away tears or (as | was) breathless... Y ou're probably arobot.

Five stars! *****

Ravencrantz says

1.5/5

| don't think | like short stories. Even novellas from books | adore, I'm always left unsatisfied and like | read
something that was never finished. So many of these stories ended so abruptly, | was waiting for another
chapter to come next. I'm incredibly disappointed with this collection, there was only one story | really
enjoyed at all, and even that didn't seem fleshed out enough. Not to mention these aren't fairytales. They're
just mildly creepy snippets of worlds we'll probably never see again. They felt more like those promo
pamphlets publishers send out for new books instead of ARCs. The ones that have the first chapter or two to



draw you in as you wait for the book to be released. All these stories leave you with a sense of incompletion,
save for maybe one or two but even those could have given more information. It's not even normal loose
ends you would get in afull length novel. | expect some things to go unanswered so everything isn't neatly
packaged at the end. | don't mind afew loose ends or afew questions, but to answer nothing? To accomplish
nothing? What's the point then? What's the point of this collection? Other than to be a huge disappointment, |
mean.

The dlien story and the spaceship story were decent, thus bumping thisto 1.5 (or 2 by goodreads standards)
stars, but it wasn't enough to save the collection. I've no interest in reading more by this author.

Kyle Wendy Skultety (gimmethatbook.com) says

Thisreview originally appeared on my blog at www.gimmethatbook.com.

Short stories are always good to read in between longer books, because they serve as a palate cleanser and
give you things to think about in a small package. DIVISION was awesome to read because the sci-fi wasn't
overly technical; the stories were all basically dystopian and mostly believable; and there was just enough of
an odd twist to make you take a breath and consider the possibilities of what you just read.

The twist is not always glaringly obvious—you need to read the story (or parts of it) over again to grasp what
Hawke is saying. In the story about the boy trying to get beyond the giant gray Wall that surrounds his town,
the descriptions of the road become more and more detailed, until you realize what, exactly, the road is made
of. That'swhen you get that chill in your heart and know you are dealing with awriter with talent. Short
stories are hard to create-you have to have a hook, interesting characters, and a plot that wraps up just as
things get going. Hawke has constructed some fine work here, for sure.

Perhaps my favorite one was the story about the forced interaction between the data analyst and the software
coder. Appropriately dystopian and government controlled, | thought it would be alot darker than it turned
out to be—but still satisfying nonetheless. Maybe | liked it because it was the most benign one of them all.
Remember what | said: odd twists and hints of darker things that sometimes lurk in the basement, or in the
far reaches of our mind, where we don’t want to go.

If you like sci fi or dystopian work, you will enjoy DIVISION. All the stories have characters that you can
sympathize with, and situations that will ring true. Excellent job by Lee S. Hawke on this collection, and I’ d
love to see more.

Annjeannette says

Bland...like food without seasoning or variation.

Sigh...there is no fairytale aspect to these stories. If you are looking for some generic scifi to get you through
your commute, this might do it. For the more demanding reader, these stories are a bit bland and predictable.



Stanley M ar shall says

Good new take

| thought this was a good new take on fairy tales, not al tales of light not all tales of dark but tales that will
grab you and make you listen

Dixie Goode says

I was lucky enough to be able to get afree copy of Division, in exchange for being a beta-reader. Often
agreeing to read a book in draft form means that you will be reading rough, unpolished work. In this case it
meant that all my expectations were shattered. | wasn't reading the work of a beginning writer, but a
collection of short stories that could be taught in aliterature class at any English program. Without being too
effusive, | still have to say that reading this collection made me very envious. | wish | could have written
these stories. The experience of opening one of these short stories remind me of first discovering some of the
stories of Ray Bradbury or Douglass Adams. They are called Fairy Tales, and they have that feel, but only
like the old, handed down orally, scary evil wolf, and deadly consequences tales. There is not a Disney
ending here. In these stories you meet current villains, like ebola, and you meet fear and the dark side, but
you also feel hope and are compelled to think, long after the book is closed.

True | got the ebook for free, but | want this book on my shelf and will be ordering it in paperback, come
payday .

Aly says

This book was quite a surprise for me. | was thinking Disney when | saw the words "Fairy Tal€" in this book.
But this book is different and well written. | enjoyed it and | don't read too many short stories. | enjoy them
mostly when | read one. This book was a breath of fresh air and something different. | think if you are
looking for a change from what you normally read you should give this book atry. * | received this book
from the author in exchange for an honest review*

Clare O'Beara says

| enjoyed the storieswhich | read - there is one horror tale and | don't read horror, so | just skimmed that one.
Most of the tales deal with a high-tech, automated world, where people live in simulated lives of work or
populate a generational starship. While these themes are not new, every author imagines a new character and
new interactions with the world they describe.

My favourite tale showed how unreal the world of human interaction has become, so that two young people



have to be educated in dating behaviour. They don't expect to meet in real life or establish arelationship. Isit
too late to change?

The final story deals with loss and anger as a couple go through the grieving process. Asthey liveon a
starship, their lives are necessarily different to ours, but no less realistically described.

The first story, about a young person who has resisted a fatal disease and is heeded to help doctors develop a
vaccine, issimilar to another | read recently about a 'Patient Zera'. This highlights how different authors
notice the approach of disease-spreading factors and wonder how our society will cope.

Possibly | read too much SF, so that it's difficult to find something | think is new, but I'm always keen to read
new writing and who knows where awriter like this will go next? The book carries bite-size tales which are
good for aquick read, on ajourney or lunch break. Let your imagination loose and ask if you would like to
livein this future world.

| was gifted afree copy for an unbiased review.

Anna Tan says

Science Fiction Fairytales. Read that again. Science Fiction Fairytales. Figured it out yet?
| haven't. But | like it.

From thefirst story, The Soldier, up to the final title story, Division Hawke draws you into a strange yet
familiar future world of technology, pushing the limits of what we'd expect to be normal.

The Soldier tellsthe tale of being used as a soldier in the war against disease. Dissimilation brings you into
avirtual reality within avirtual reality within - which is the real world again? Please Connect makes you
ponder aworld where human connection has disappeared and sex is an unnatural ritual obligated by the
government.

In The Grey Wall you discover a strange world of living furniture, and wonder - what if? - even as Beauty
brings you deeper into a different world where you wonder what choices you would make if you could
change everything about yourself. Lemuriais asemi-horror story of an alien-like invasion and escape.
Undoubtedly, the crown jewel of this anthology is Division itself, a story of raw grief, of coping
mechanisms, of pain, of division and loss.

It's a short work, one you can finish reading in maybe an hour or less. But it's one that leaves you with a
satisfied feeling in your chest.

| received a gift copy of this e-book from the author in exchange for an honest review.

EJ Roberts says

Disclaimers: 1) | was gifted a free copy of this book to provide an honest and non-biased review. 2) | don't
normally read science fiction. 3) I’ ve never reviewed a short story collection before.



There, those are out of the way, so where do | begin? How about Fantabulous! Lee has an incredible story-
telling ability and the words he uses and the images he can make you see as he guides you through each story
isjust amazing. Each oneis different and unique, so you never know what you’ re going to read next.

You start off asa soldier in anew kind of warfare. One in which you hope humans will win. Next you side
into aworld where you plug in, but do you ever unplug? Taking aleft at the corner, you go into aworld
where people no longer connect and talk face-to-face. Until, one day, your DNA profile makes perfect sense
with another and next thing you know, you' re asked to “Please Connect.” Go up alevel and you're
introduced to a Grey Wall. Does it separate you from the real world to protect you or keep you from
contaminating it? Taking an elevator to the roof and you’ re shown how easy it isto get beauty. Just a
combination of letters and numbers and you can be anything you want. But what happensiif the person in
control doesn’t agree with your idea of beauty? Ooh! Would a collection be complete without an alien
invasion bent on destruction of the world? Of course not. Do you keep hiding? Do you get killed by the
aliens? Or do you roll the dice and hope everything turns out okay? And last, but not least, we have the title
story, “Division.” A heartbreaking story that transcends time, space, and everything in-between. No matter
how far we advance, we'll never get over the loss of someone closest to us.

There were afew stories I’ m going to have to go back and read. Not because they confused me, exactly, but
because they twisted and turned and | wasn't expecting it. My mind didn’t finish wrapping around what had
happened before | was happily dashing off to read the next story. I’d have to say that my favorite one was
“Please Connect.” Just the thought of still having to have the periodic face-to-face in this day and age of
technology overload is a great one. Besides, I'd like to think of it asalove story. I'm enough of aromantic at
heart to enjoy those types of stories. However, al of them will stick with me for along time, in agood way.

Definitely give Lee’ sbook aread. It's fascinating and was alot of fun. Also, it hasareally cool cover. That's
good for something, right? ;-)

Ahavah says

Full Disclosure: | do not personally know this author, but | received afree copy of this book in exchange for
acandid review.

When | saw review copies offered, | jumped at the chance to read this book. Besides being a huge sci-fi fan,
| write science fiction 'fairytales myself. While I don't mind the concept of retold classics, | was pleased to
see that these were all original tales. For the most part, the stories are extremely well-done, with themes that
explore the same human experiencesin new, futuristic, but still authentic ways.

Lee S. Hawke is undoubtedly a fine author with compelling ideas and a definite skill for storytelling. Though
many endings are |eft ‘open ended', as some reviewers have mentioned, | found them al to have very clear
and complete story arcs with very satisfying conclusions. The ideas and themes behind the stories are
brilliant and fun. | was moved many times. Hawke has definite wordsmithing skill, and | found myself
impressed with certain turns of phrases or the sudden realization that a new story had swapped to present
tense, and | hadn't even noticed until mid-way through (I'm usually not overly fond of present tense). The
characters themselves were al unique, although | did find that the author's voice/pet habits rang through
heavily enough to dilute that in places: starting so many sentences with 'but' or ‘and' (a habit | share and am
maybe over conscious about), fragments, over-saturation of similes & metaphors, etc.



| very much loved the tales and will be watching this author in the future! However, | hope she avails herself
of aquality editor for future books. My issues are more with the editing than with the stories, because the
stories are great! However, for grammar enthusiasts like myself, there are enough issues that it was
consistently pulling me out of the stories. There are alot of mis-used/missing commas, which kept me
stumbling even though the stories themselves were propelling me forward. As mentioned, the writer ticks
above aso started really glaring for me. Especially the simile/metaphor issue! A well-done simile or
metaphor is so subtle as to not even be noticed, unlessit stands out due to extreme awesome. Thefirst time
or two that they jumped out, it was because of just that. “Wow, what an interesting way to put it!” But the
more (and more, and more) that they started cropping up, they really went from shining to glaring to
annoying. Similes (and metaphors) are like salt — used judiciously, they make nearly everything better, but
use far too much and the effect is overbearingly obvious and leaves a bad taste.

| would have happily rated it much higher had the editing been better. I'd added the author to my 'spec fic
writers to watch' list and undoubtedly look forward to reading more. However, it was a heavy enough issue
that | actually went looking for info on the editors and publisher (who has NO info on their website as to who
they are). If thisis self-published, it's extremely well-done storytelling, and | don't want to diminish that at
all, but aprofessional editor could have easily bumped it from 3 to 5 stars.

Nancy says

| received a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review. Lucky me, because these stories are terrificl

Onereason | don't read more sci-fi books is that too many of them disappoint me with their flat
characterizations, lack of subtlety, and tendency to depend on flashy technological gimmicksto stimulate
excitement in the reader. All flash and not enough substance for my taste.

These stories, however, have all the substance | could ask for. Thereis till plenty of advanced technology
and peril, but at their hearts, these stories are about people, not gimmicks. Each story was lusciously subtle
and nuanced in the building of its emotional impact. Rather than racing onward to get to the next scene, |
found myself slowing down to savor the humanity of the moments.

The characters are written with compassion and sensitivity. Even as they are confronted with all the strange
and terrible suffering their dystopian worlds can throw at them, they still feel like real people, with real
human needs and desires, struggling as best they can against the stark inhumanity of their situations.

Thought provoking and thoroughly enjoyable. | ook forward to future books by this author. A full-length
novel of this same caliber of writing will definitely be a must-read for me!




